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Dear Friend,

This month: CBRC updates its mission statement, we look for feedback on Summit 2021: Disrupt and Reconstruct, and CBRC publishes Frontiers of Queer & Trans
Health Advocacy to welcome Canada’s new parliament.

 

 

 

 THE LATEST
 

1.
 It’s a wrap! Thanks to everyone who presented at, or attended, Summit 2021: Disrupt and Reconstruct.

More than 600 folks took part in last week’s annual conference to reimagine a system that addresses the
gaps in health care that queer and trans people experience. If you missed any of the presentations, know
that most were recorded and will be available on CBRC’s content library in the coming weeks (we’ll let you
know once they’re up). For now, we want to know what you thought of this year’s conference. Click here to
complete the Summit 2021 evaluation.

 

2.
 For the first time, this year’s Summit opened with a Two-Spirit Day and Gathering. While the morning was

open to all participants, the afternoon was set aside for Two-Spirit and Indigenous folks. “You could feel the
electricity in the conversations, and see the excitement in people’s faces,” said Jessy Dame, CBRC’s Two-
Spirit Program Manager. More than 70 people from across Turtle Island attended the virtual gathering.
“Everyone brought different perspectives and spoke of the importance of networking, community
involvement and participation—and how we can build more networks and opportunities for Two-Spirit
folks.” Jessy and his team will be consolidating all recommendations made and will be sharing them in the
coming weeks.

 

3.
 If September’s election was any indication, some of Ottawa’s attention will turn this fall towards queer and

trans people in the country. This is why we’re publishing “Five Ways Canada’s New Government Can
Improve Life for Queer and Trans People,” which identifies several core areas the federal government
should focus on as Canada’s next government assembles in Ottawa. “Our hope is that by putting these
issues in front of the new government we can expand our leaders’ understanding of what our communities
need – and ensure services that improve health outcomes are included in the government’s Action Plan,”
says Jody Jollimore, CBRC’s executive director.

 

4.
 Join our team! CBRC is looking for two dynamic individuals to join our communications team. We’re

looking for an experienced Content Writer and Editor to help with the production of various forms of copy
for our multiple departments. Strong storytelling skills and the ability to develop messages in different
voices and to suit different audiences are essential. We’re also looking for a talented Digital & Visual
Communications Coordinator to develop and execute the visual representation of CBRC and its
associated projects and initiatives for both digital platforms and print. The person will be a keen visual
and/or digital communicator and have an interest in making data and research more accessible and
engaging.

 

 

 

 THE READ  CBRC has come a long way since it was founded in 1999 as a gay men’s health organization, and as a
response to the neglect that gay men experienced within health, research, and political systems and HIV.
But as we’ve grown and taken on additional health issues, we’ve also understood the need to be more
inclusive and responsive to the diversity in the community. Perhaps you’ve noticed that CBRC has already
started to make its research and programming more inclusive of queer and trans women and non-binary
people. Our Executive Director Jody Jollimore addresses the shift in “Taking Pride in Who We Are and
What We Do,” now available to be read on our website. In the post, Jody shares CBRC’s new mission and
vision that includes our entire community. “As queer and trans people, we all live through phases of
transition: the stages between awakening to our identity – realizing our intimate, truest self – and claiming
that identity for the world see,” he writes. “Now, it’s time for CBRC to complete that evolution – declaring,
with pride, who we are and what we do.” 

  

Photo description: Back when CBRC was founded in 1999,
with board members (left to right) Terry Trussler, Bill Coleman,

Andrew Johnson (deceased), Paul Perchal, Andrew Barker, Carl
Bognar, and Rick Marchand.

 

 

 

  

 OUR COMMUNITY:
Mik Vattiata

 Mik Vattiata is the project coordinator for “The Future of PrEP is Now” research team. Led by Dr. Darrell Tan
(St. Michael's Hospital) and CBRC to prepare for the arrival of long-acting PrEP in Canada, one of the
project’s goals is to highlight gaps in PrEP rollout and uptake in order to better serve our communities.
“This project is important because the data highlights issues like poor rollout to people of colour, the lack of
knowledge among some Indigenous Peoples that their insurance covers PrEP, and the barriers that folks in
rural communities face when trying to access safe, affordable, and confidential health care.”  

A Black, trans, and queer man living between Toronto and Stratford, Ontario, Mik is very proud of his Italian
and Trinidadian roots. He is “super passionate” about challenging performative activism and contributing to
the tangible addition of Black, queer voices in spaces that are traditionally very white and cis. In his spare
time, he enjoys hanging out with his partner and their cats, playing video games, and trying new foods.

  

Photo description: profile shot of Mik Vattiata

 

 

 “For so long, the promotion and rollout of PrEP has been centred around a very
specific demographic: white, gay, cis men. And that needs to be challenged.”

– Mik Vattiata

 

 

 

  

 IN CASE YOU MISSED IT  Last month, we published a blog post by Jermane titled “Undisclosed: Trauma, HIV Disclosure and My
Black Experience.” Read about his personal relationship with HIV, and how his experience of being
Black, gay and an immigrant has shaped his journey.
CBRC in the Media: Research Director Nathan Lachowsky spoke with both Xtra Magazine and Global
News about a pilot project in Calgary and London that will use a behaviour-based screening process to
allow queer men to donate plasma; An English version of Summit 2021 keynote speaker Florence
Ashley’s talk on the resurgence of trans conversion practices was published in Xtra Magazine; Xtra
Magazine also published a Q&A with Rinaldo Walcott in advance of his Summit keynote on how a strong
set of queer values can help us build a better world for everyone.

 

 

  

 COMING UP...  Plans are underway to launch the Canada-Wide 2SLGBTQQIA+ COVID-19 Survey in the coming
weeks.
CBRC is planning some announcements for World AIDS Day (December 1) and Indigenous AIDS
Awareness Week (December 1-5).
CBRC are currently preparing two reports, one on legal problems experienced by 2SLGBTQQIA+
people in Western Canada, and one on crystal meth use in Vancouver and its surrounding areas.

 

 

 

 Get Involved
 

 We are recruiting Community Advisors for three national community-based research projects on 2SGBQM
Sexual Health. Community Advisors will provide input on research projects, including how we design

research studies, questionnaires, and reports based on data. No prior research experience or training is
necessary. Find out more about who we are looking for: The Future of PrEP is Now (6 to 8 people), U=U

Experiences (4 to 6 people), and Test Now (2 to 3 people).

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) promotes the health of people of diverse sexualities and
genders through research and intervention development.

To learn more visit www.cbrc.net.
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