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Friend,

This month: Summit 2021 keynotes are now online, CBRC’s Michael Kwag shares
his reflections on the passing of Bill C-4, free HIV self-test kits are being made
available to community-based organizations across provinces, and we report back
after meeting with the BC Ministry of Health regarding Two-Spirit exclusion in the
In Plain Sight report.

 

 

 
 THE LATEST

 

1.
 More of CBRC’s Summit 2021 Content Library is up. We’ve now posted videos of keynote

talks by Florence Ashley, Francisco Ibáñez-Carrasco, jaye simpson, Kai Cheng Thom and
Rinaldo Walcott, as well as the plenary panels on Truth and Reconciliation and with Elders
and Knowledge Keepers. This is all in addition to the pre-Summit events and poster
presentations, which went up in December. Expect the rest of the Content Library to go live
later this month.

 

2.
 Amidst a new wave of COVID infections, many GBT2Q people in Canada are facing additional

barriers to accessing HIV testing in a safe and accessible way. To address this need, CBRC’s
Test Now Program and 20 community-based organizations in several provinces are
distributing free HIV self-test kits to GBT2Q folks between now and mid-February. Click here
to learn more about the project and find a participating partner near you.

 

3.
 After months of advocacy, CBRC met with the BC Ministry of Health to discuss the erasure of

Two-Spirit and queer and trans Indigenous people in the In Plain Sight report, the province’s
attempt to address Indigenous-specific racism in the province’s healthcare system. “It was
great to meet with allies who are driving this conversation within the Minister’s Office,” says
CBRC’s Two-Spirit Program Manager Jessy Dame who, in a post on our site, describes how
we got to the table. Click here to read about the meeting and what the next steps are.

  

Photo (clockwise from top left): Kaz Mackenzie (Director,
Research and Policy, BC Government), Jessy Dame (Two-Spirit
Program Manager, CBRC), Dawn Thomas (Associate Deputy
Minister, BC Government), Jody Jollimore (Executive Director,
CBRC), Nicole Cross (Executive Director, Planning and
Engagement, BC Government), and Darren Ho (Associate
Director of Population-Specific Programs, CBRC).

 

 

 

 
 THE READ  In this month’s edition of The Read, CBRC’s Michael Kwag shares his reflections on the

passage of Bill C-4, the federal conversion therapy ban passed by Parliament last month,
including his own experiences with the harmful practice. Kwag was in Ottawa last month for
the tabling of Bill C-4, and it brought up a lot of dormant feelings for him. “As much as we
need to rid our society of bad actors peddling harmful and fraudulent ideas,” Kwag writes, “we
also need to push for policies and initiatives that will create the affirming communities that we
know queer and trans people need to thrive.” 

  

Photo (from left to right): lawyer and human rights advocate,
Brittany Whalen; author, conversion therapy activist and survivor,
Gemma Hickey; Director of Litigation, Department of Justice,
Bennett Jensen; Knowledge Exchange and Policy Development
Director, Michael Kwag.

 

 

 

  
 OUR COMMUNITY:

Jordan Sullivan
 Born and raised in Ottawa as a conservative Seventh-day Adventist, Jordan Sullivan works at

CBRC as Project Coordinator for the 2SLGBTQ+ SOGIECE/Conversion Therapy Survivors
Support Project. A proud trans man, Sullivan spent much of his youth suppressing his sexual
and gender identity and was exposed to harmful reparative/conversion therapy practices for
six years in his late 20s. “As a survivor, I have realized – especially over the last year – just how
big a role this issue has played my life.”

With an M.A. in Religious Studies, Sullivan worked for more than 20 years at the United Church
of Canada’s national office, where he helped draft the Church’s statement against conversion
therapy. Since February 2021, he has been interviewing and gathering data from more than
300 conversion therapy survivors. “The goal of this project is to learn from survivors about
what supports are needed by LGBTQ2S+ people who have been harmed by
SOGIECE/Conversion Therapy. What has helped them heal from their experiences? What were
their greatest barriers?”

Sullivan is preparing a report on the findings, which will soon be shared with LGBT2Q
organizations across the country, mental health associations, as well as with the survivors who
took part in the project. “More education needs to be done, particularly in the medical and
mental health field, because too many practitioners engage in conversion practices by
discriminating against LGBTQ2S+ people and SOGIECE/CT survivors. They all too often
diagnose survivors with a mental illness, refuse to provide gender affirming health care, and are
completely unaware of the trauma caused by conversion practices.”

When he is not working, Sullivan loves to read and attend the theatre. A fan of the symphony,
he also played trombone for several years in Alberta. Sullivan also likes to write and shares his
experience of transitioning in his early 50s on his website, On Becoming Jordan: A Trans Man’s
Story of Coming Home.
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 "The biggest benefit of the conversion therapy
ban is it gets people talking about what

conversion practices actually are… We need
more financial support for survivor initiatives
that help people share their stories, supports

survivors in their healing, and raises awareness
of the trauma caused by conversion therapy
and sexual orientation and gender identity-

expression change efforts." 
~Jordan Sullivan

 

 

 

  
 IN CASE YOU MISSED IT  Last month, CBRC, along with a coalition of community and health-based organizations,

launched a letter writing campaign to lobby the Canadian government to increase funding
to its response to HIV, hepatitis C and STBBIs. Help by sending your own letter (it’s super
easy). 
The Undetectable = Untransmittable (U=U) message has done more than prevent new
HIV infections; it has also had a positive impact on many people’s lives. Read about what
preliminary Sex Now 2021 data is showing.

 

 

  
 CBRC IN THE MEDIA  Data collected as part of Sex Now played a key role in the drafting of Bill C-4, which was

passed by Parliament last month. The data was referenced in articles published by NPR and
Republic World. 
Michael Kwag also spoke with The New York Times about Canada’s conversion therapy
ban.
Our Executive Director Jody Jollimore spoke to journalist Shaun Proulx about our funding
advocacy campaign for his show on SiriusXM on December 11.
CBRC Research Director Nathan Lachowsky spoke with WebMD Health News about
Canadian Blood Services plans to ask Health Canada to screen potential blood donors
based on higher-risk sexual behaviors rather than on gender or sexuality. 

 

 

  
 COMING UP...  On January 27, CBRC will co-present Chronicling Our Stories: Narratives of 2SLGBTQ+

Communities and Chronic Health, collaborating with the Sex Salon, a monthly event series
at the Mark S. Bonham Centre for Sexual Diversity Studies (University of Toronto). Hosted by
CBRC’s 2SLGBTQQIA+ Chronic Health Research Manager Anu Radha Verma, the event will
feature poets Eli Tareq El Bechelany-Lynch and Nisha Patel, who will share their work and
speak about disability justice and the ableism built into our health and social structures. Click
here to register.

 

 

 
 Get Involved

 
 CBRC is looking to hire a passionate and skilled social epidemiologist to join our growing

research team and help support the development of our quantitative and mixed methods
population health research programs. To see if the position is a fit for you, click here. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) promotes the health of people of diverse
sexualities and genders through research and intervention development.

To learn more visit www.cbrc.net.
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