
Executive Committee Meeting 

September 12, 2014 

In attendance were John Lenau, President, Ann Shea, Past President, John Shea, 

Treasurer, Barbara Kimball, Secretary, Michael Otten, 2nd Vice President, RVP 

(conference call), Ben Wirick, Conference Administrator, Lupine Reppert, 

Arrowhead Management, and Cathy McLoughlin, Arrowhead Management. 

Andrea Blachman, 1st Vice President, was excused because she was receiving a 

donation for the Martinez Historical Society Museum. 

 

1. EC Agenda was posted on the CCHS website 

 

2. Bank Statements and Financial Reports: The current month income was 

$8,122.50, while expenses were $5,410.49. That left a surplus of $2,712.01. 

Year to date income was $14,902.24 and the year to date expenses were 

$22,691.94 for a loss of $7, 789.70. Ben reported that we will need 

$5,000.00 plus to have a surplus for the end of the year. Each symposium 

and membership drive the budget.  If we have good attendance at 

symposiums and raise our membership we will have no problems. We have 

$268,030.54 in the Trust. We need another member as a Trustee. Barbara 

will contact Al about suggestions for a fifth trustee. Michael asked if the 

goal of the trust was to reach $300,000? Ann responded by saying we had 

never reached $300,000 before and Ben added that the more money the trust 

could earn the better. It was agreed that the trustees needed to give 

suggestions for what the interest from the investments should be used for. 

Some ideas were to put the extra into the general fund to lower the cost of 

the symposiums, or pay for busses for symposiums, etc. 

 

 

3. Centerpieces for Sonoma: John brought out fall decorated paper plates, a 

wooden pumpkin that will say CCHS Fort Ross, October 23-25, 2014, candy 

corn, and tiny lights. He said the cost would be around $70.00. Everyone 

agreed they were attractive. 

 

4. Details for Sonoma: As of today we have 25 registrations.  We need 39 

registrations to break even. 



 

 

5. February Conference-Lompoc: The dates for the February symposium are 

February 26-28, 2015. Ann has been working with Tina Metzger. Tina has 

reported that the historical society and the Lompoc Chamber of Commerce 

are on board and are looking forward to having us visit.  The Chamber has 

recommended that we visit the new fire/police training facility. We will be 

touring Vandenburg Air Force Base. Tina has found a possible hotel, the 

O’Cairns Inn and Suites with rates below $100.  Michael suggested that we 

include directions to Lompoc from different parts of California in the 

registration packet. John Shea mentioned that Lompoc was a stop for 

Amtrak’s Surf-Rider. The executive committee agreed to appoint Tina 

Metzger as the point person for this symposium concentrating on the tours, 

speakers, etc. Ben and Arrowhead Management will be in charge of making 

the hotel and meal arrangements.  

 

6. Michael said that he has sent out letters to historical societies and museums 

asking for names of possible RVP’s in the San Francisco area but has not 

received any responses yet. He also said when he tried to reach and RVP in a 

neighboring area, often times the email address or phone number didn’t 

work. John Lenau said he had had the same trouble for the previous two 

years. John Lenau said he would put a short article in the next monthly 

newsletter describing what an RVP is and does. Ben said the issue was a 

chicken and egg issue; regions without a lot of activity don’t have an RVP 

because there is not a lot of activity. Perhaps doing workshops in these areas 

would help. Ann and John Shea said they will send Michael the name of a 

man who has moved to West Sacramento and might be interested in being an 

RVP. They will email his contact information. 

 

7. RVP Badges: Ann will order badges for the RVP’s. They will have the 

RVP’s name as the first line, with the second line saying RVP Region #. 

 

8. Committees and RVP sheet for the Website: Lupine will straighten out the 

list and post on the website next week. 

 



9. New CCHS Brochure: Lupine shared a copy of the new brochure prototype 

and people asked that the “staple” on the front page of the brochure be 

removed. 

 

10. 2015 Calendar: The date for the annual meeting has been set for June 25-27, 

2015. The location has yet to be decided but will be in the bay area.  Michael 

suggested we have a tour of the Sutro Library in San Francisco.  Andrea is 

working on the workshop for December 4th in South Pasadena.  For the April 

workshop, Oral History was suggested as a topic. Ben said that Fundraising 

needed to be added to that workshop.  Ben asked about the March webinar. 

Lupine said that the last webinar had fewer people than they had hoped for, 

but these people had been very excited about the webinar. Ben said that the 

CCHS officers should be signing up for the webinars. 

 

11. Napa earthquake-fundraiser by CCHS: Todd Shulman was asked what 

CCHS could do for the Napa Historical Society. He hasn’t responded yet. 

John Lenau suggested that we put in the Historian an article asking people to 

donate towards restoring the damaged museums in Napa. 

 

12. Monthly Newsletter: The executive committee set a deadline for submitting 

articles to the newsletter as the first of each month.  

 

13. Other: Ben shared that the Historian is coming along and hopes to have it 

ready for the October symposium. The draft will be coming in 5-7 days. The 

annual meeting will be in the South San Francisco area. Ben will get hotels 

info, speakers, etc. 

 

14. The next executive committee meeting will be on October 10th.  The meeting 

ended at 12:50 pm. 


