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Prepared by Cim Castellon, October 15. 

 
August, 2014 
 
I created an e-mail blast that went to Region 25 CCHS members. I hoping to reach out, 
first to let them know who I was and second, if I could be of any help within their 
organizations. I was also wishing to coordinate a round table discussion about the 
challenges that each museum and society seem to have in common...recruiting new 
members.  
 
See below e-mail. 
Dear All, 
 
My name is Cim Castellon, I'm your new RVP for our region. 
I'm reaching out, in general, to see how I might best be helpful to you in your historical 
endeavors. 
As a liaison between the Conference Board and your institution, what are you seeking 
that could be tackled easier with the involvement of the CCHS? 
 
I did attend the CCHS conference in June. An interesting point of discussion that was 
shared, and found to be successful; several of the regions had met as a region and 
networked with each other to solve common issues. One issue was the challenge of, 
"getting the word out" about venue events and activities. I'm wondering if anyone is 
interested in meeting up to brainstorm how we collectively might help each other 
disseminate information into our communities about our individual activities, 
encouraging a broader attendance and ultimately more repeat visitors.  
 
Please respond, let me know if you have interest or if you want me to leave you alone 
(hope not). Or if you have constructive comments about the CCHS that you'd like to 
share, I'm open for that too. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
I look forward to meeting you, working with you and helping out with anything that is 
within our possibilities... 
 
Best 
Cim   
 
I received 3 responses out of 23, all of which expressed that they were too busy to allow 
time for a separate meeting outside of their workload. 



Booth set up for the Historical Society at the Reyes Adobe Days Community Festival; October 10-12, 2014 

 

Hummm...guess I need to go a different direction...maybe a more grassroots approach. 
 
 

September, 2014 
Successfully and officially initiated the merger of two sister city historical societies. One 
city needed the knowledge to build their historical archives while the other society was 
seeking additional membership. With combined efforts, to date, the newly formed 
Calabasas - Las Virgenes Historical Society has increased it’s membership by 20%.  
 
See the attached article referring to the Calabasas - Las Virgenes Historical Society.  
 

 
October 9, 2014 
Society gets name change 
A name going back to the days of Spanish land grants will be added to the Calabasas 
Historical Society’s title. The organization will now be known as the Calabasas Las 
Virgenes Historical Society, officials said. 

“The primary purpose of our organization is to promote and preserve the historical 
interest of Calabasas and surrounding environs,” board member Judy Jordan said. 

6 Points Mentioned 
“Many people active in the organization, including those honored by our living history 
award, have lived in West Hills, Hidden Hills, Agoura Hills, Westlake Village and 
Woodland Hills. Adding Las Virgenes better describes the historical organization’s 
mission to preserve the history of the entire area.” 

 
Two governmental entities— the Las Virgenes Unified School and the Las Virgenes 
Municipal Water District—already use the name familiar the citizens of the area since 
the 1800s. 

The historical society’s new name also celebrates a new partnership that it is forming 
with Agoura Hills. The city possesses the archive of the Las Virgenes Historical 
Society, said Cim Castellon, that city’s historian. 



 

 

Castellon hopes to expand the organization’s membership campaign and appeal to 
history buffs throughout the area with excursions, events, lectures, literature and other 
membership benefits. 

Since incorporation on July 3, 1979, the Calabasas Historical Society has been 
dedicated to promoting and preserving the historical interest of Calabasas and its 
surroundings. Visit www.calabasashistoricalsociety.org. 

September 13, 2014:  Attended the Campo de Cahuenga “California’s Birthday 
Celebration” event. Met the Campo de Cahuenga board members and attended a board 
meeting on September 11 as their RVP. Offered to help with product development, 
vendor contacts and advise about “best selling” branded items.  

Attend the scheduled October 20 board meeting as their RVP. Overall Society challenge 
is lacking visitorship. Following up on suggested retail items suitable for branding that 
are proven sellers.  

September 14, 2014: attended the AHSLAC board meeting. Overall Society challenge is 
lacking membership.  

October, 2014 
The newly formed CLVHS has secured a booth at both community fall festivals to gain 
exposure and extend membership outreach. 
October 10, 11 and 12; The Reyes Adobe Days community festival took place in Agoura 
Hills. The venue attracted interest and the society gained addition members during the 2  
1/2 day event. 
 
October 18 and 19; The Pumpkin Festival in Calabasas. This 2 day community festival 
attracted over 15,000 people. The booth represented the Historical Society. 
 
Attending the Chatsworth Historical Society meeting on Tuesday, October 21 at 7:00pm. 
 
Attending the San Fernando Valley Historical Society meeting on Thursday, October 23 
at 7:00pm.  



Booth set up for the Historical Society at the Reyes Adobe Days Community Festival; October 10-12, 2014 

 

 

 
 


