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I am Aquilina Soriano Versoza. I am the Executive Director of the Pilipino Workers Center of
Southern California and a part of the AAPI and AMEMSA State Redistricting Collaborative. The
Pilipino Workers Center is a community-based nonprofit organization working with Filipino and
other low-wage workers and their families in Historic Filipinotown. My organization is one of
many Filipino service organizations and institutions in Historic Filipinotown. We will submit a
map that shows the boundaries of the neighborhood and many of the Filipino cultural
institutions within it.

The City of Los Angeles designated the neighborhood of Historic Filipinotown in 2002. Although
the City’s designation is fairly recent, Historic Filipinotown has been a gateway community for
Filipinos since the first half of the 20th century and continues to be a gateway community for
Filipino immigrants. Not only are many residents Filipino, many of the businesses there are
Filipino-owned and cater to the Filipino community.

Our office is located inside the Larry Itliong Village building in Historic Filipinotown off Glendale
Blvd and Rockwood St. The building honors Manong Larry Dulay Itliong (1913 – 1977), a
forgotten Filipino labor leader during the United Farm Workers Movement of the 1960s. It is one
of the many landmarks in the neighborhood. It is home to the PWC office and 45 apartment
units within a 5-story complex. These units serve low-income families, individuals, and
underprivileged youth. PWC coordinates and provides programs and services that enrich the
lives of its residents and members, ranging from health and nutrition to art workshops.

The City’s designated boundaries are from Hoover on the west, the 101 Freeway on the north,
Beverly on the south, and Glendale/Lucas on the east. Although this is the City’s designation,
the southern boundary should extend to Third Street because many Filipinos reside there as
well. For example, SIPA, Search to Involve Pilipino Americans, built and runs an affordable
housing complex in the extended area. The extended area shares the same socio-economic
character as that of the officially designated portion.

The residents in our Filipino neighborhood share many other interests and concerns. My
organization, along with SIPA, Filipino American Service Group Inc., and Asian Pacific Health
Care Venture published a study in 2009 on the health of Filipino residents in the neighborhood.
Our study showed that the Filipino residents had specific health access issues due to limited
English proficiency and cultural concepts about health along with issues of affordability and
geographic accessibility.

Because the residents share these interests and cultural commonalities, Historic Filipinotown,
including the area extending south to Third Street, should be kept intact when you draw the new
electoral lines. I hope you do not split up my neighborhood.



Thank you for allowing me to provide this input.


