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Brightline Defense is located in San Francisco’s community that 
is often referred to as South of Market Street (SoMa). There are 
many organizations that specifically serve this community such 
as the SoMa West Community Benefit District, Mid Market 
Community Benefit District, and SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Heritage 
District. This community is bound by Market Street in the 
northwest, Interstate 80 to the southeast, and highway 101 to the 
west. Due to being lined by busy highways and surface streets 
for the Financial District, there is significant vehicle congestion 
and air pollution throughout SoMa. SoMa has a mixture of old 
and new housing stock. The old housing stock in the area are 
often Single Room Occupancy (SRO) buildings that serve the 
low income and disadvantaged community that is the core of the 
neighborhood.	

While parts of SoMa are designated as Disadvantaged 
Communities, the state mapping excludes significant portions of 
the community that are also communities of interest with great 
needs.

According to the American Community Survey, SoMa has 
approximately 19,180 residents with a 57% immigrant 
population. SoMa’s reported race and ethnicity reveal a plurality 
of Asian residents (39%) with significant White (38%), Latino 
(12%), and Black (11%) communities. 21% of the community is 
linguistically isolated with significant Spanish and Asian language 
speaking households. Additionally, 34% of SoMa residents have 
a high school degree or less. The median household income in 
SoMa is $43,466 whereas the median household income for San 
Francisco is over $112,000. Only 4% of the housing in this 
neighborhood are single-family homes. The old housing stock in 
the area are often Single Room Occupancy (SRO) buildings that 
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serve the low income and disadvantaged community that is the 
core of the neighborhood.	

Felisia Thibodeaux, Execu2ve Director 
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