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Michelle Freridge 

Executive Director, Asian Youth Center 

Hello, my name is Michelle Freridge. Thank you for the opportunity to provide input today on 

redistricting in the West San Gabriel Valley area in Los Angeles County.  I have worked in the 

West San Gabriel Valley for 17 years, and for the last 10 years I have been the Executive 

Director at the Asian Youth Center. I am an adjunct professor at University of the West in 

Rosemead, the Treasurer of the San Gabriel Valley Bar Association, and a resident of 

Montebello. I am also a member of the AAPI & AMEMSA Redistricting Collaborative. 

The Asian Youth Center, also known as AYC for short, is an independent non-partisan non-

profit community-based organization that works primarily with low-income, immigrant, and at-

risk youth and families in the West San Gabriel Valley. We have been active within the 

community for 32 years. AYC provides after-school and summer school programming – both 

academic and youth led social justice programming, as well as social services like Gang 

Intervention, Reentry services, and Employment Services for youth. We also provide an 

emergency food program that ramped up during the covid crisis to serving more than 800 

families a month. Finally, AYC also provides community outreach, education, and engagement 

services on topics like COVID-19, Anti-Asian Hate, Language Access, Utility access, and other 

health, consumer and policy issues in Mandarin, Cantonese, Vietnamese, Spanish and English.  

Our community is centered in Alhambra, Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, Temple City, 

San Marino, and Arcadia where Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders make up to 68% of the 

population. However, there are a significant number of Asian-American and Pacific Islanders in 

surrounding areas as well that are part of the same community of interest including parts of 

South Pasadena, the northern tip of Montebello (where I live), South San Gabriel, Baldwin Park, 

South El Monte, El Monte, and North El Monte. In our community, more than 50% of voting age 

citizens are AAPI and as such should be kept whole in the new district.  

At the hearing on 9/8 , I identified the West San Gabriel Valley to include the cities of 

Alhambra, Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, Temple City, San Marino, and Arcadia. 

In my written testimony, I'd also like to include the cities of South Pasadena, Montebello, El 

Monte and Baldwin park as part of my definition of the West San Gabriel Valley. 

Most of our community residents are immigrants with shared interests in and needs for 

representation and policies that address language access, civil rights, education, consumer 

protection, economic and small business development, and housing. Most households fall above 

the Federal Poverty guidelines but are still struggling economically because of the extremely 
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high cost of living – especially of housing. There is also a very significant number of small 

business owners and entrepreneurs who have shared policy interests that impact their businesses. 

 

The West San Gabriel Valley has been home to a growing Asian-American and recent immigrant 

community for since the 1970s. The Asian Youth Center (AYC) was founded in 1989 (called the 

Asian Youth Project and changed to the Asian Youth Center in 1990) by a United Way Task 

Force and local Asian-American community leaders. The task force and community leaders had 

identified unmet language, social service, and health needs of Asian immigrant youth and 

families in the San Gabriel Valley. The first programs were after-school programming and parent 

education and support services including ESL, translation assistance, information, and referral. 

AYC serves these and many other community needs today. 

 

In the 17 years that I have worked in the West San Gabriel Valley area I have seen open and 

active discrimination against the Asian-American and immigrant communities who make up the 

majority of the residents. In 2013, the City of San Gabriel made national news for its Anti-Asian 

discrimination. The residents elected two Asian Americans – Chin Ho Liao and Jason Pu to the 

City Council, unseating non-Asian incumbents. The incumbent City Council refused to seat Liao 

based on unsubstantiated and blatantly racist accusations of poll worker manipulation and claims 

that Liao did not meet the City residency requirement. The City Council decided to hold public 

hearings to pass judgement on the matter in a way that clearly represented a conflict of interest 

for the incumbent City Council Members who had lost the election. Although the Council 

eventually seated Liao, anti-Asian and anti-immigrant sentiment is still alive and well within the 

community as well as without. If the community were divided up into multiple districts that did 

not have an Asian-American majority, their voices would be lost in the political process and 

would undoubtably result in dis-empowerment, consumer exploitation, and discrimination. 

 

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated pre-existing economic barriers for low-income 

communities, particularly for immigrants and their families, who make up to 51% of the West 

San Gabriel Valley. We saw a rise of food insecurity, risk of eviction due to income loss and 

business shutdowns, and lack of access to reliable broadband connection that further 

compounded the crisis for immigrant families because of factors such as limited language 

capacity and lack of culturally competent services. 

 

In the early 2021, a study by the Center for the Study of Hate & Extremism at California State 

University of Bakersfield revealed that anti-Asian hate crimes rose by 149% in 2020. By spring 

2021, exactly one year since COVID-19-related public health orders were implemented, media 

coverage about these incidents surged, giving rise to increasing safety concerns of Asian 

American communities across the nation.  
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In 2021, physical assaults driven by anti-Asian sentiment in the San Gabriel Valley, including 

those that took place in cities like Temple City and El Monte, led to demonstrations and calls to 

action to address rising anti-Asian harassment and violence. The recent increase in hate crimes 

and anti-Asian sentiment is yet another reason why it is important that the redistricting process 

keep the West San Gabriel Valley, a majority Asian community, together.  

I ask the commission to keep my community in the West San Gabriel Valley whole. It is 

important that we are drawn together because our civil rights and policy interests in education, 

consumer protection, economic development, and other matters depend on our ability to elect 

someone who represents our interests and our voice. 

Thank you for listening to my input. 

Kindest Regards, 

Michelle Freridge 
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