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Hello My name is June Pouesi, and I am the Executive Director for the Office of Samoan Affairs
of California,Inc. (OSA). I am writing to you today to provide public comment on the Samoan
Community in the Western Long Beach & Carson areas.

I am asking the commission to keep the City of Carson and parts of West Long Beach whole.
The boundaries of the Samoan community in West Long Beach start at Anaheim St. and the
103 Hwy, moving east to Orange Ave. The boundaries continue north to the 91 Highway and
West to the 710. It runs along the 710 to the 405, and includes the Westside neighborhood
running along the train tracks back to the 103.

This year, 2021, our agency has reached its 45th year of services to our community. OSA was
originally founded in 1976 in San Francisco by members of the Samoan community there, It
came about because  of the language and cultural barriers, discrimination, lack of access to
services and resources as well as  being treated condescendingly as 2nd class citizens. As a
result, the Samoan people were voiceless and invisible to the powers that be that made
decisions that impacted their quality of Life. OSA moved its Headquarters to the city of Carson,
CA in 1989. In that same year, although OSA targeted specifically Samoans, its Board
members, at the request of OSA Administration, approved the expansion of its services to the
general public at large who were at risk, economically disadvantaged, regardless of race, color,
ethnicity, religion, gender, creed and belief. OSA continues to provide services to those residing
in Carson and the surrounding cities in Los Angeles County.

In light of the redistricting matter that is being discussed , I am submitting my input regarding the
Samoan Community on the topic of Redistricting. The City of Carson, before it became
incorporated, was comprised of portions of unincorporated areas in Long Beach, Wilmington
and Torrance. In this time of prei-ncorporation of Carson, Samoans had already moved to the
area as it was affordable at that time. It was close to the Long Beach Shipyard where those who
retired from the Armed Forces found employment.

Because Samoans came from non-technological, non- complex tropical islands throughout the
world, the bulk of the population were in the Labor/Blue collar occupations that were labor
intensive types of employment. They were unskilled, finding jobs at the various warehouses as
material handlers while others worked as orderlies and in maintenance in the Convalescent and
Residential care facilities work,

The Carson/Long Beach area constitutes the largest concentration of Samoans in the
continental USA. In regards to Redistricting, Samoans lack representation in the
owner/leadership of the political arena, in corporations, companies, small businesses both
technical, retail, health services/products and educational related and other endeavors of
commerce. Although Samoans have been in the Los Angeles area from the mid 1950s, the level
of education, social economic standing is among the lowest.



When the Samoan community first arrived in the Los Angeles area, our community’s biggest
priority was establishing a strong church community. Today, the Samoan community is still held
together through our many places of worship. Some of the main church within the Carson area
include the United Samoan Church (Carson), Samoan Congregational Christian Church, South
Bay Samoan Congregational Church, Assembly of God (Carson), Saint Philomena Church,
Church of Latter Day Saints (Carson), Samoan Methodist Church, and Carson Christian Center.

As for Long Beach churches, the main ones are Samoan Congregational Church, Second
Congregational Church on Cedar, Samoan Congregational Church on Market, Samoan Latter
Day Saints Ward on Orange St., Samoan Methodist Church, and the Holy Innocents Catholic
Church.

As part of a report in conjunction with EPIC and Asian Americans Advancing Justice,
Communities of Contrast (2014)1, I’d like to share the following data to provide some insights on
the characteristics of the Samoan community. The Samoan community today is the 2nd largest
Pacific Islander group in the nation, historically seeing lower educational achievement. This
brings attention to our community’s need for educational resources. Our population also has
similar needs in terms of healthcare and public health, seeing overwhelmingly high rates of
COVID over the past 2 years. Socioeconomically, we’ve seen high levels of poverty and low
income levels across Samoans over the last 20 years. Occupationally our community works
across the industries of Retail and Trade, Healthcare, and Accommodation & Food Services.
Householdwise, Samoan communities statistically held a household average of 4.0.  As a small
community, it is critical that we are kept together in the new 2021 Redistricting boundaries in
order to leverage our political needs.

Redistricting must take into account at risk peoples, to allow for them to effectively participate in
decision making in public affairs. The Samoan community has historically been shut out of
engaging with local government on all levels. It is important that this small area of Carson/Long
Beach remain intact in order to leverage our political power.

1 A Community of Contrasts, 2014 Asian Americans Advancing Justice
https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/sites/default/files/2016-09/2014_Community%20of%20Contrasts.p
df
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