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Hello, 

Thank you to the commission for this incredible work you are doing on 
behalf of Californians. My name is Mandeep Singh and I am the 
Sacramento Community Organizer for the Jakara Movement. I attended 
University of California, Davis and Sacramento is my current home. Our 
organization works primarily with Punjabi-Sikhs all over the state of 
California. We are also a member of the AAPI and AMEMSA 
Redistricting Collaborative. 

Jakara Movement has been active within our community for the last 20 
years, organizing and empowering our youth and wider community to 
better advance our health, education, economic, social and political 
power. The history of Punjabi Sikh in California goes back to the late 
1800s when our people landed on Angel Island in San Francisco.

Our communities live all the way from Roseville down to Elk Grove and 
from West Sac to Folsom in the Sacramento Region. We have 
Gurdwaras, our places of worship, located through Sacramento County 
as a place to come together for the community. Our senior citizens 
gather in parks in the evenings to see their neighbors and watch their 
grandkids play with each other.

We are primarily made up of families who work blue collar jobs. 
Although some of us are educated white collar workers in Northern 
California, the majority of our community are immigrants with Limited 
English Proficiency. We work with youth in high schools and colleges, 
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so we see first hand how important public education is to our 
community. Our people drive trucks, work in factories and restaurants, 
are farm workers, in addition to many other labor intensive jobs.  
 
As far geographically, we would love if the commission can keep 
Roseville and Antelope together as much as possible because although 
these two towns have different names, they are one community for us. 
All of our community members in Roseville and Antelope gather at the 
Roseville Gurdwara on Main street in Roseville every Sunday to come 
together as a community. In the current maps that have been used for 
the past decade, Roseville is separated from Antelope and is grouped 
with Granite Bay which splits our community from each other.  
 
We would also ask the commission to keep Elk Grove as one 
community. Currently, Elk Grove is split down the 99 into two different 
communities. Elk Grove is a growing community of Punjabi Sikhs, who 
were able to organize and get the city of Elk Grove to name its newest 
and 100th park as Singh and Kaur Park. Jakara Movement actually held 
the opening ceremony for the park which included members of the 
Punjabi Sikh from all areas of Elk Grove all the way from highway 5 in 
west Elk Grove to Bradshaw Road in east Elk Grove 

We need language accessibility in our neighborhoods. We also need 
senior services, transportation, and housing affordability resources. 
Many of our elderly feel alienated and are codependent on their children 
because of a lack of resources & language barriers. Per the Sikh 
Coalition, 67% of the Punjabi-Sikh youth meet racism and prejudice in 
their schools and seniors often face hate crimes. Furthermore, South 
Asians, especially Indian Americans come from diverse ethnic, 
language, and religious backgrounds. Treating Asian-Indians as a 
homogeneous group hurts the ethnic and religious minority communities 
who are then not given accessibility to the resources they need. 



I am calling today to ask the commission to respect the integrity of the 
Punjabi Sikh communities. Doing so would allow us to receive the 
necessary services through our vote. Otherwise splitting us dilutes our 
voices and representation. 
 

Best Regards, 

Mandeep Singh 
Community Organizer 


