
11.5 Notice of Motion – Cr Quinton:  Single Use Plastics 
 

Cr Quinton has advised that she wishes to move the following motion: 
 

“That: 
 

1. The Town of Bassendean recognise the scourge that single use 
plastics has on our environment and is committed to reducing the 
amount of single use plastics created in the Town; 

2. The Town of Bassendean ban all use of single use plastics at events 
organised or sponsored by the Town of Bassendean including but not 
limited to straws, plastics cups, including plastic lined cups and plastic 
bags; 

3. The ban would take effect immediately however vendors would be 
given a six months grace period to source alternatives to single use 
plastic. If they used single use plastics, an officer from the Town would 
advise them of our ban and provide them with a list of alternatives; 

4. The Mayor of the Town of Bassendean write to all businesses in the 
Town outlining our ban on single use plastics and encourage them to 
reduce single use plastics, particularly straws and plastic cups where 
possible; 

5. The Mayor write to Hawaiian Shopping centre about installing a 
communal drop off point for cloth shopping bags for shoppers who 
forget their re-usable bags; 

6. The Mayor write to Coles informing them of our ban and request they 
audit and cease their use of plastic wrapping, particularly on fruit and 
vegetables; 

7. That the Town organise an education campaign about single use 
plastics, including a list of suppliers for vendors and businesses on 
where to source alternatives to single use plastics such as reusable 
and washable items, paper, cardboard, wooden or compostable single 
use items;  

8. The scheme to be monitored by the Sustainability Committee.” 

Background – Cr Quinton 
 

An overwhelming majority of Western Australians, more than 90%, are 
concerned about the impact that single plastics has on our environment and 
84% of those support a ban in single use plastics bags. 

 
The Western Australian State Government has announced a ban in single use 
plastics from July 1, 2018 and the Town of Bassendean can play a part in 
preparing the community.  
 
While this is an excellent first step in reducing single use plastics ending up in 
our rivers and oceans, there is more can do as a community. 

 
Each year the Town hosts and sponsors a range of community events such 
as the Australia Day Fireworks, NAIDOC Day, summer music events and the 
Little Italy food festival.   All of these events produce tonnes of waste from 



single use plastics. The Town of Bassendean can lead the way by banning all 
single use plastics at any event organised or sponsored by the Town. Every 
vendor would be sent an information pack about where they can source 
alternatives to plastics.  
 
A grace period may be required to educate and inform vendors and external 
organisations of the ban and a chance to source alternatives. 

 
According to Clean Up Australia, Australians dispose of an estimated 4 million 
plastic bags, or more than 20,000 tonnes of plastic waste, each year. Only 
three per cent of these are recycled, with the rest finding their way into the 
environment or landfill. 

 
On January 1, 2018, China announced it would no longer import certain waste 
products from overseas countries including Australia, including recyclable 
waste. 

 
This will have a huge impact on our ability to recycle, therefore we have a 
responsibility to reduce the amount of plastic we produce. 
 
OFFICER COMMENT 

 
The Town currently has policy 4.7 Recyclable & Biodegradable Products at 
Town of Bassendean’s Events and Functions Policy that outlines the Town’s 
commitment to recycling at events either staged by or sanctioned by the 
Town. 

 
Whether imposing a ban and/or discouraging the use of single use plastics, in 
order for this to work, a well planned education program would need to 
be  devised and communicated to all key stakeholders such as food vendors 
that will be impacted by the adopted position of Council.  

 
Staff have endeavoured to implement the current policy where possible by 
making available recycling bins at events and subject to sufficient resources 
available at the time, utilising Volunteers to engage with and educate event 
patrons to consider recycling their rubbish.  
 
Overtime, Staff have discovered that providing recycling bins at events 
without an education program and/or making it easy for people to choose to 
recycle, inevitably leads to people using both waste and recycling bins to 
dispose of their rubbish. Ultimately this defeats the purpose of recycling as 
recyclable items become contaminated and go to landfill. In regards to Food 
Vendors, whilst no specific requirement has been placed on them to use 
recyclable items, Staff have endeavoured to reduce the use of plastic water 
bottles at events by having large drinking water tank trailers available for 
event patrons to either drink from the portable fountain or to refill their bottle. 

 
Whilst the East Metropolitan Council (EMRC) have a community event 
recycling trailer: 
http://www.rgang.org.au/community/event-recycling-trailer.aspx, 

http://www.cleanup.org.au/files/clean_up_australia_plastic_bags_factsheet.pdf
http://www.rgang.org.au/community/event-recycling-trailer.aspx


 
It has not always been practical for staff to utilise the trailer due to the 
logistical issues of collecting and returning the trailer, as well as fitting in with 
the event itself. However, in developing an education program to raise 
awareness on recycling at events, Staff can once again, as part of exploring a 
suite of options, consider the pro’s and con’s of utilising the EMRC community 
event recycling trailer. 

 
In terms of the remaining events to be staged as part of the Town’s public 
events program, Staff propose that the 2018 Bassendean Visual Art Awards 
Opening Night be staged on Thursday 13 September to Wednesday 19 
September, and be the first designated event where no single use plastics 
would be used and alternatives implemented. This would provide sufficient 
time for a education program and communications plan to be developed to 
support the adopted position of Council. 

 
In terms of the impact on businesses within the Town, it is important to take in 
account that a ban imposed by the Local Government Authority may not carry 
the same weight or buy in to comply, in comparison to a state wide ban 
imposed by the State and/or Federal Government if a ban is legislated in the 
future. It may be worth considering an opt in option for businesses to comply. 
It also worth considering that a blanket ban on single use plastics could 
disadvantage certain businesses/suppliers  with higher overheads as they are 
forced to comply and implement the recycling and other requirements that 
have a higher financial cost.  

 
Alternatively, Council may like to consider that, rather than issuing a ban on 
the use of single use plastics or other non bio-degradable products, that the 
Town make a prominent statement in the issuing of all contracts to favour 
suppliers that demonstrate a philosophy of supporting and preserving the 
natural environment.  This statement would cover a Food Vendor at an event 
through to a contractor maintaining the Town’s footpaths. The supplier would 
be required to advise on how they will fulfill/demonstrate this philosophy. 

 
In terms of leading by example, Council may also like to consider an 
education program for Councillors and  Town Staff on changing behavior from 
using single use plastics to bio-degradable products. It is worth noting that the 
Town’s Library will be running an event … How I Live a Plastic-Free Life.  
 
A Lunch time Interlude, On Tuesday 27 March 2018 at 12:30pm. 
 
An amendment to policy 4.7 and the Town’s Events Application Form would 
be prudent should the notice of motion be passed by Council. 
 
 


