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Buildings

3830 jobs created

Repower and retrofit WA’s
social housing in three years.
Social Housing Retrofit

Jobs

Energy efficiency package

605

Solar installation

3050

Department resources

20

Energy audit &
energy coach program

160

Total

3830

The proposal

Clean State is advocating for a Social
Housing retrofit stimulus package that
provides:
1.

 n energy audit to all homes in the
A
first year, to collect baseline data
on tenants’ energy use and carbon
emissions and provide advice on zero
cost changes to help save energy in
the home.

2.	A Refurbishment Package tailored to
each home, including
• Insulation
• Draught-proofing
•	Upgrading gas heaters, hot water
and cookers with efficient electric
• LED lighting
•	Security screens on doors
and windows to allow natural
ventilation
3.	Rooftop Solar systems or access to
community owned renewables +
batteries.

The opportunity

Almost 45,000 Western Australian families
live in social housing,1 much of this housing
stock is ageing, inefficient and needing
upgrades.2 Social housing is twice as likely to
be uninsulated3 and less than 4% of all rental
housing has solar power or solar hot water
systems.4 The average star rating of pre-2005
homes is 2 stars or less.
Living in inefficient homes is expensive.
Homes that are poorly designed are more
expensive to heat and cool and means income
tenants are spending a disproportionate amount
of their income on energy bills. A WA study
found over 60% of low-income families surveyed
had either frequently or occasionally curtailed
their use of heating or cooling despite feeling
discomfort, in order to pay their power bill.5
Living in inefficient homes is unhealthy.
A high proportion of public housing tenants
are over 65 years old and almost half report a
disability and are more likely to be vulnerable to
temperature extremes in summer and winter.
A recent report found renters are four times more
likely to be unable to keep cool in the summer.6
Perth is already experiencing more heatwaves
and our residents are susceptible to heatwave
related deaths. The impact of a simple energy
efficiency scheme could halve deaths from
cold weather and cut heatwave related deaths
by 90%.7
Targeting social housing represents one of
the greatest opportunities to reduce pollution

and dramatically improve the health, comfort,
quality of life and cost of living for some of the
most vulnerable Western Australians.
Insulation not only dramatically improves the
comfort of the home (about 30% of the heat in
a home is lost through an uninsulated ceiling)
but can save as much as 40% on heating
and cooling energy bills.8 A comprehensive
retrofit could save up to 80% of energy used
for heating and cooling in the oldest and least
efficient houses.9
WA could be the first state to have every one
of its social housing dwellings insulated and
powered by the sun, with massive benefits to our
most vulnerable communities and the climate.
While we acknowledge refurbishment package
for 1,500 social housing dwellings announced
by the state government recently,10 it does not
include an energy efficiency package and is a
missed opportunity in terms of jobs creation and
carbon abatement.

What are the benefits?

Households would save at least $120-200 per
electricity bill, or up to $800 - $1600 each year.11 12
This translates to $35-$70million across
all tenants.

How much carbon pollution would
this save?
Energy efficiency is one of the quickest and
cheapest ways to reduce emissions while
improving productivity and creating jobs.

This program is estimated to reduce household
energy consumption by 80% and will save
277,000 tonnes per year.13

What would it cost?

The retrofit program would cost approximately
$176m based on refurbishment costs of between
$3800-$5000 per home. This does not include
cost to provide energy audits and ongoing
support in the first year. Providing solar would
cost an additional $135 million, based on
systems costing $2000-$3000.
Clean State advocates for the inclusion of
abatement created by this program as
an accredited carbon credit.14 Emissions
abatement under this program could be
packaged up as a form of WA carbon offset
credit, which could generate $124.6m over
30 years at $15/tonne.

How many jobs would it create?

This package would support 160 new jobs in
energy auditing and providing ongoing ‘energy
coaching’ to tenants, 605 new full-time jobs
in energy efficiency and another 3050 in solar
installation.15 Most of these jobs would be in small
businesses, with many in the regions.
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“I would like to see every social housing
property insulated to reduce the carbon
footprint, as well as reducing heating, and
cooling costs. I would also like to see solar
panels put on each one of these roofs. If we
can eliminate all debt from social housing
we’ll have a happy state.”
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Stephen King, Australian Insulation Foundation
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