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ST	GEORGE’S	CATHEDRAL	
Wednesday	15	February	2017	

	
A	FRACK	FREE	FUTURE	EVENT	

	
Panel	discussion	starter	by		

The	Right	Reverend	Tom	Wilmot	
	
My	sincere	thanks	to	the	organisers	of	this	Frack	Free	Future	Event,	to	my	learned	colleagues	
on	this	panel,	Ryan	and	Melissa,	for	setting	out	so	clearly	the	deleterious	effects	of	Fracking	
Unconventional	 Gas	 on	 the	 unique	 geology	 of	 this	 ancient	 land	 and	 the	 serious	 negative	
consequences	inherent	in	this	process	for	the	wider	community,	but	most	of	all	I	am	grateful	
for	your	presence	here	tonight!	
	
I’m	the	GP	on	this	panel	so	I	am	going	to	bring	a	generalist’s	perspective	on	these	important	
matters	by	sharing	my	understanding	of	the	narratives	of	ethics	derived	from	theology,	and	
science	to	inform	our	understanding	of	the	public	debate	on	Fracking.		I’m	going	to	scope	in	
from	a	rehearsal	of	Climate	Change	to	the	specifics	of	Fracking.	
	
God	 is	 in	 the	 LIFE	 Business.	 	 The	 Psalmist	 says	 “The	 Earth	 is	 the	 Lord’s	 and	 the	 fullness	
thereof”.		Contemporary	theologians	say	God	is	not	a	being	but	the	ground	of	all	BEING.	
	
This	means	that	economics	is	a	subset	of	ecology;	the	Grand	Economy	of	God’s	self-effusive	
generativity.		Matter,	matters	to	God!		This	little	blue	planet	matters	to	God.		Almost	every	
time	the	world’s	1.6	billion	Christians	meet	to	worship	we	say	these	words:	
	
	 “We	believe	in	one	God	
	 The	Father	the	Almighty	
	 Maker	of	Heaven	and	Earth	
	 Of	all	that	is,	.	.	.	.	seen	and	unseen”	–	the	quaint	words	of	the	Creed.	
	
The	song	of	the	angels	in	Luke’s	account	of	the	Birth	of	Christ:	
	

“Peace	on	Earth	Goodwill	to	all	peoples.”	
	
The	universal	prayer	Christ	intended	for	all	who	believe	
	
	 “Our	Abba	in	Heaven	
	 Your	Kingdom	come	your	will	be	done	.	.	.	 	
	 On	Earth	as	in	heaven.”	
	
This	Earth	is	the	arena	of	God’s	activity!!	
The	name	of	God	is	the	name	of	a	deed	LIFE!	faith	also	is	a	verb	(a	trust)	that	is	life-giving!	
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The	 second	 creation	 narrative	 in	 the	 Hebrew	 Scriptures	 Genesis	 2:	 4-25	 takes	 place	 in	 a	
desert	 –	 the	 great	 wonder	 of	 this	 story	 is	 the	 water	 which	 comes	 up	 from	 beneath	 the	
desert.	 	 Until	 this	 happens	 life	 is	 not	 possible	 for	 the	 spring	 gives	 rise	 to	 seeds,	 plants,	
animals,	then	makes	possible	the	clay	which	God	breathes	into	and	animates	as	Adama	–	the	
mud-man!		We	are	made	of	the	Earth	–	dust	literally	formed	inside	stars.			
	
The	creation,	this	Earth,	our	common	home,	is	GIFT	entrusted	to	the	stewardship	of	the	first	
humans	by	God.		Note,	a	steward	is	someone	who	gets	the	beneficial	use	of	someone	else’s	
property!	 	So	much	for	our	 ideas/practices	of	ownership	 for	we	 literally	bring	nothing	 into	
this	world	and	take	nothing	when	we	leave!		The	truth	is	we	are	but	one	integral	component	
of	 the	web	of	 life;	 all	 of	 it	 a	GIFT	 from	 the	 LIFEGIVER	 .	 .	 .	 	 this	 planet	 is	 the	 first	 Book	of	
Revelation	–	long	before	the	Bible	existed	the	world	was	eloquent	about	its	creator.	
	
Sallie	McFague,	 John	Dominic	 Crossan	 and	 other	 theologians	 are	 saying	 there	 has	 been	 a	
bias	 in	 our	 understanding	 of	 theology	 since	 the	 enlightenment	 when	 “Human	
Exceptionalism”	and	“Individualism”	 took	centre	 stage.	 	 In	 summary	 the	point	of	 salvation	
isn’t	just	about	corralling	a	select	few	individuals	into	an	afterlife	it	is	about	the	abundant	life	
here	and	now,	as	experienced	in	community	ie		the	Judeo-Christian	tradition	is	mostly	about	
making	 this	world	 a	 better	 place.	 	 Crossan	 asks	 provocatively:	 	 “Consider	what	 this	world	
would	be	like	if	God	were	sovereign	and	not	Caesar?”		“Are	you	a	King”,	Pilate	asked	Jesus	–		
what	we	know	now	is	his	was	a	subversive	Kingless	Kingdom	–	anti	Imperial,	it	had	to	be	for	
God	to	reign	on	earth!	
	
The	main	program	of	Judeo-Christian	tradition	then,	is	not	doctrinal,	ie	what	we	believe,	but	
ethical,	 what	 we	 do!	 	 For	 this	 is	 how	 God’s	 “will	 shall	 be	 done”	 and	 “Kingdom	 come	 on	
Earth”,	through	the	agency	of	people	of	good	will!		This	movement	Jesus	called	his	disciples	
to	was	characterised	by	a	community	of	justice	and	compassion	signalling	what	God’s	reign	
on	 earth	 looked	 life.	 	 Unfortunately	 this	 communitarian	 vision	 has	 been	 reduced	 to	 the	
privatisation	 of	 belief	 rather	 than	 the	 practice	 of	 faith.	 	 Sallie	 McFague	 says	 “This	
privatization	of	Religion	is	the	triumph	of	public	greed!			.	.	.	and	look	where	that	greed	has	
got	 us.	 	 A	 double	 moral	 dilemma	 ie	 a	 growing	 wealth	 differential	 8	 :	 3.7	 billion	 and	 the	
destruction	 of	 the	 planet’s	 capacity	 to	 sustain	 life.	 	 Neo-Classical	 Economics/Politics	 is	 in	
serious	need	of	restructuring!	
Now	 to	 the	 science.	 	 E	 O	Wilson,	 the	 preeminent	 Professor	 of	 Ecology	 at	 Harvard,	 in	 his	
latest	book	“Half-Earth:		Our	Planet’s	Fight	for	Life”	writes:	
	
“For	the	first	time	in	history	a	conviction	has	developed	among	those	who	can	actually	think	
more	than	a	decade	ahead	that	we	are	playing	a	global	end	game.		Humanity’s	grasp	on	the	
planet	is	not	strong.		It	is	growing	weaker.	
	
Our	 population	 is	 too	 large	 for	 safety	 and	 comfort.	 	 Fresh	 water	 is	 growing	 scarce,	 the	
atmosphere	and	the	seas	are	polluted	as	a	result	of	what	has	transpired	on	the	 land.	 	The	
climate	is	changing	in	ways	unfavourable	to	life	except	for	microbes,	jellyfish	and	fungi.		For	
many	species	it	is	already	fatal.		Because	the	problems	created	by	humanity	are	global	.	.	.”	
(global	solutions	are	urgently	required.)	
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Our	planet	was	uninhabitable	until	blue	green	algae	in	our	stagnant	acidic	oceans	began	to	
sequester	 CO2,	 CH4	 and	NO2	 and	 replace	 it	with	O2	 by	 photosynthesis	 resulting	 in	 the	 life	
giving	ratio	of	O	N	and	CO2	we	have	in	our	atmosphere	approximately	600	million	years	ago.	
The	Cambrian	Explosion	of	life	followed	550	million	years	ago,	then	the	death	of	Dinosaurs,	
then	the	rise	of	mammals,	then	last	of	all	us.	 	Ever	since	the	Industrial	Revolution	we	have	
been	 digging	 up	 and	 burning	 that	 sequestered	 carbon	 in	 coal,	 oil,	 gas	 and	 effectively	
reversing	the	chemical	composition	of	the	atmosphere	which	made	life	possible	in	the	first	
instant.	
	
Here	I	point	out	that	organic	life	is	a	networked	interdependent	continuum.		You	and	I	still	
have	remnant	earthworm	DNA	in	our	DNA!		There	is	no	such	thing	as	Human	Exceptionalism	
–	or	as	one	ecologist	said	life	on	Earth	will	either	live	or	die	together!	
	
Climate	science	is	old!		In	1859	the	Irish	Scientist,	John	Tyndall,	discovered	that	Carbolic	Acid	
CO2	 in	 the	 atmosphere	 traps	 the	 sun’s	 radiant	 energy	 warming	 the	 air.	 	 In	 1896	
Svante	Arrhenius,	 Swedish	 Scientist,	 did	 10,000	 calculations	 to	 establish	 a	 direct	 ratio	
between	 the	amount	of	 carbolic	 acid	 ie	CO2	 in	 the	atmosphere	and	 the	actual	 increase	 in	
temperature	 –	 he	 was	 motivated	 by	 the	 thought	 of	 balmy	 winters	 in	 Stockholm	 as	 an	
unintended	 consequence	 of	 the	 Industrial	 Revolution.	 	 Then	 in	 the	 1950’s	 the	 famous	
Keeling	 curve	which	 proved	 atmospheric	 readings	 of	 CO2	 in	 lock	 step	with	 an	 increase	 in	
ambient	air	temperature	over	two	decades	on	Mt	Mauna	Loa	in	Hawaii	–	then	followed	the	
confirmation	of	GHG	and	increased	atmospheric	temperature	from	ice	core	samples	which	
annually	 trap	 samples	 of	 earth’s	 air	 in	 Antarctica.	 	 These	 samples	 now	 spanning	
850,000	years	show	an	unprecedented	sudden	rise	in	CO2	from	240	ppm	in	1850	to	over	400	
ppm	now.		The	United	Nations,	IPCC,	NASA,	the	Academies	of	Science	in	the	G20	all	confirm	
that	the	Climate	Change	we	are	locked	into	now	is	unprecedented	in	the	speed	of	its	onset	
and	warn	 that	we	 are	 precariously	 close	 to	 dangerous	 overshoots/tipping	 points	with	 the	
potential	 for	catastrophic	runaway	Climate	Change	 if	we	don’t	 take	 immediate	action	with	
swinging	cuts	in	GHG	emissions	1.	
	
There	 is	a	97%	consensus	among	climate	scientists	 that	Climate	Change	 is	being	driven	by	
human	activity,	 the	burning	of	 fossil	 fuel,	 over	 clearing	of	 land,	methane	 release	 together	
with	a	vast	overshoot	in	the	nitrogen	cycle	.	.	.	
	
There	 is	 no	 doubt/confusion	 about	 these	matters.	 	 The	 science	 is	 in,	 and	 as	 one	 eminent	
climatologist	said:		There	is	now	more	understanding	and	agreement	about	the	causes	and	
effects	 of	 Climate	 Change	 in	 the	 scientific	 community	 than	 there	 is	 about	 the	 causes	 and	
nature	of	gravity.	.	.		No	one	doubts	gravity	is	real!		So	what’s	the	difference?	
	
The	difference	 is	Bad	Timing	as	Naomi	Klein	says	“It	 is	our	great	collective	misfortune	that	
the	 scientific	 community	made	 its	 decisive	 diagnoses	 of	 the	 climate	 threat	 at	 the	 precise	
moment	 when	 the	 (corporate/political)	 elites	 were	 enjoying	 more	 unfettered	 political	
cultural	and	 intellectual	power	 than	at	any	 time	since	 the	1920’s.	 	 Indeed	scientists	began	
talking	about	 the	need	 for	 swingeing	 cuts	 to	Global	 Emission	of	GHG’s	 in	1988	–	 the	year	

																																																													
1	Source.		The	International	Energy	Agency	warns	that	if	we	do	not	get	our	emissions	under	control	by	2017	our	
fossil-fuel	economy	will	lock	in	extremely	dangerous	warming.	
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which	marked	 the	 dawning	 of	what	 came	 to	 be	 known	 as	 “Globalisation”	 (of	 the	world’s	
economic	 systems)	 .	 .	 .	 market	 fundamentalism	 has,	 from	 the	 very	 first	 moments,	
systematically	 sabotaged	 our	 collective	 response	 to	 Climate	 Change”	 so	 now	 a	 rational	
response	 seems	 heretical	 and	 a	 threat	 to	 our	way	 of	 life	 .	 .	 .	 deregulated	 capitalism	 now	
poses	a	grave	threat	to	the	habitability	of	the	planet.”	
For	an	Australian	perspective	over	on	these	matters	I	direct	your	attention	to	the	report:			
Global	Warming	and	Climate	Change:	 	what	Australia	 knew	and	buried	 .	.	 .	 then	 framed	a	
new	reality	for	the	public	by	Maria	Taylor;	Australian	National	University	Press	2014.	
	
This	 is	 a	 well	 researched	 analysis	 of	 a	 series	 of	 well-funded	 combative	 propaganda	
campaigns	 designed	 to	 demolish	 the	 rational	 voices	 calling	 for	 the	 protection	 of	 our	
collective	future	.	.	.	the	political	machinery,	in	lock	step	with	negative	media,	shock	jocks	on	
talk	 back	 radio	 with	 scaremongering	 misinformation	 confusing	 the	 general	 public,	 all	 the	
while	 serving	 a	 political	 economy	 focused	 on	 a	 vision	 of	 society	 spelled	 out	 by	
Rupert	Murdoch	 in	 his	 famous	 Institute	 of	 Public	 Affairs	 speech	 “that	 society	 need	 be	 no	
more	than	a	collection	of	self-interested	individuals	ie	(Gina	Rinehart)	engaged	to	markets”	
end	of	Murdoch	quote.		
	
“Taken	 together	 these	 forces	 are	 a	 recipe	 for	 ‘whistling	 in	 the	 dark’	 as	 land,	 sea	 and	
atmospheric	 systems	 are	 damaged	 (producing)	 a	 growing	 catalogue	 of	 climate	 driven	
disasters”	end	of	quote	by	Taylor.	
	
Confusion	and	distrust	of	science	are	the	deliberate	intentions	of	the	business-as-usual	elite.		
In	the	early	1990’s	Exxon	Mobil	engaged	the	Singer	Policy	Research	Group	who	honed	the	
misinformation	tools	to	defend	the	tobacco	 industry	a	decade	earlier	–	these	same	people	
then	used	the	same	PR	and	communication	strategies	to	trash	the	scientists	and	the	science	
of	Climate	Change	for	the	next	three	decades.	
	
The	paradox	in	all	this	uncertainty	is	the	political	economic	elites	have	confused	themselves:	
When	the	Treasurer	brandished	his	 lump	of	coal	 in	our	National	Parliament	 last	week	and	
said	 “this	 is	 coal,	 it	 won’t	 hurt	 you”,	 an	 echo	 of	 Tony	 Abbot’s	 earlier	 statement	 out	 of	 a	
Dicken’s	 Novel,	 “coal	 is	 good	 for	 humanity.”	 	 They	 hadn’t	 taken	 into	 cognisance	 the	 UN	
statistics	on	carbon	particulates	from	coal	–	diesel	which,	globally,	killed	770,000	people	last	
year!!!	 	 The	 Federal	 Government’s	 recent	 raid	 on	 the	 funds	 of	 the	 Clean	 Energy	 Finance	
Corporation	to	offer	a	taxpayer	subsidised	“clean	coal”	power	plant	to	the	power	companies	
met	with	a	 flat:	 	No	 thanks!	 	Why?	 	Because	 they	are	 too	 smart	 to	build	 stranded	assets,	
even	 the	 lure	 of	 subsidised	 running	 costs	wasn’t	 enough!	 –	 although	 a	 recent	 enquiry	 by	
Greenpeace	for	FOI	on	this	process	failed	to	see	the	Feds	comply	with	the	FOI	conventions.		
NB	This	is	not	lack	of	transparency	but	a	complete	information	vacuum!			Western	Australia	
is	 one	 of	 the	 world’s	 largest	 producers	 of	 LNG	 so	 why	 do	 we	 need	 unconventional	 gas	
through	fracking?	Especially	as	there	is	already	a	global	oversupply?	
	
The	economics	doesn’t	make	sense.	 	The	 levelised	capital	plus	operating	costs	 from	a	new	
coal	 power	 plant	 is	 still	 more	 expensive	 electricity	 than	 gas	 power	 generation	 and	 the	
cheapest	source	of	energy	now,	wind	power!!	
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Only	 today	 the	Energy	Council	of	Australia	 said	Renewables	are	 the	best	 solution	 to	 rising	
power	prices!	So	why	 frack	 for	gas?	 	When	sustainable	clean	energy	 is	 the	obvious	choice	
economically	and	ethically,	for	the	sake	of	our	children	and	the	health	of	the	planet.			
	
We	 have	 had	 three	 decades	 of	 obfuscation,	 lies,	 confusion,	 delay	 and	 broken	 promises.			
GHG	emissions	continue	to	rise	each	year	in	fact	the	heat	equivalent	of	144,000	Hiroshima’s	
is	produced	every	day.		We	have	a	broken	political/economic	system	which	is	in	urgent	need	
of	 structural	 reform.	 	 In	my	mind	 the	 choice,	 the	 dilemma,	 is	 characterised	 by	 these	 two	
books:		fouro	Degrees	of	Global	Warming	Australia	in	a	hot	world	–	edited	by	Peter	Christoff	
–	 which	 sets	 out	 a	 “business-as-usual”	 trajectory	 for	 each	 Australian	 capital	 city	 and	
surrounding	regions.		Using	parameters	for	rainfall,	air	temperature,	cereal	crop	production,	
animal	 husbandry,	 water,	 security	 energy,	 sea	 level	 rise,	 ocean	 acidification,	 community	
health	Impacts	ie	human	habitability	on	the	world’s	driest	continent	in	a	fouro	world.		It’s	a	
horror	story,	all	the	more	chilling	for	the	clinical	objectivity	of	the	best	scientists	in	Australia.		
Their	message;	 act	 now,	 change	 the	 system	 or	 the	 reactive	 changes	 forced	 on	 us	will	 be	
ineffective.	
	
This	 other	 book	 sets	 out	 the	 changes	 still	 within	 our	 control,	 Tim	 Jackson’s	 “Prosperity	
without	Growth:	Economics	for	a	Finite	Planet”	described	by	the	Financial	Times	as	“One	of	
the	 best	 books	 of	 the	 year”	 challenging	 us	 to	 engage	 in	workable	 structural	 reform	as	 an	
antidote	 to	 Allfuenza.	 	 Jackson’s	 program	 sets	 out	 solid	 practical	 imaginative	 solutions	
without	 a	whiff	 of	moralizing	 or	wishful	 thinking.	 	 Its	 appeal	 for	me	 is	 the	 core	 theme	of	
stewardship	–	enjoying	 the	gift	 of	 this	unique	 little	blue	planet	 as	 its	beneficiaries,	 not	 its	
exploitative	 owners,	 practicing	 the	 compassion	 largesse,	 inclusiveness	 and	 distributive	
justice	every	great	monotheism	declares	 is	 in	the	heart	of	God.	 	The	Climate	Change	crisis,	
the	crisis	of	unequal	wealth	distribution	calls	us	beyond	broken	political	–	economic	systems	
to	 something	 far	more	 important	 –	 the	 human	 vocation	 to	 live	 in	 peace	with	 each	other,	
other-than-human-species,	 the	 planet	 and	 the	 unimaginably	 generous	 and	 good	God	who	
made	it	all.	
	
Our	West	Australian	2013	Parliamentary	inquiry	on	fracking	was	a	piece	of	window	dressing	
on	a	foregone	conclusion!		It	excluded	all	the	major	stakeholders	except	the	mining	lobby!	
	
It	 is	 your	 right	 as	 a	 citizen	 to	 demand	 a	 five-year	 moratorium	 on	 unconventional	 gas	
extraction	by	Fracking	in	WA.			We	have	much	to	talk	about	if	we	are	to	remain	a	civil	society	
with	Government’s	elected	by	the	people,	who	remember	to	govern	for	the	people.	
	
May	God	bless	you	all.	
	
	
	
	
	
The	Right	Reverend	Tom	Wilmot	
	
15	February	2017	 	


