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Taiwan and Indo-Pacific Security: Challenges and 
Opportunities – Panel Recommendations 

Taiwan and Indo-Pacific Security: Challenges and Opportunities 

Panel Recommendations 

The ten recommendations below are derived from the CGAI 2021 Taiwan Series papers ‘How Can 

Canada Best Defend its Security Interests in the Indo-Pacific?’ by Commodore Eric Lerhe and 

‘Strengthening Engagement with Taiwan’ by Mr. Jonathan Manthorpe 

Commodore Eric Lerhe Five Recommendations 

1. Move Canadian China policy away from its exclusive focus on economic opportunity to 
one that recognizes China’s challenge to Canadian interests and values. 

2. China will best be dissuaded from adventures in Taiwan and elsewhere by deterrence.  
Canada can best contribute to that effort by increasing the frequency and intensity of our 
military presence in the Pacific to the same level as we dedicate to NATO Europe.  Use 
frigates, patrol aircraft, submarines, and our CF-18s.  

3. Continue our warship presence patrols in the Taiwan Strait and South China Sea and be 
more public in so doing.  Be more specific in identifying China as the rule breaker there. 

4. Greater presence will require more funding and a modest movement of assets from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, the progressive replacement of older platforms (submarines, 
fighters, and frigates) with units that are capable of meeting the PRC threat of ballistic 
missiles and advanced stealth aircraft, and the acquisition of two new and two leased 
supply ships. 

5. While monitoring developments in the Quad, focus Canadian coalition joining efforts on 
Japan, which will be on the front line in any Taiwan conflict. In the interim establish an 
information sharing agreement with Tokyo, set up personnel exchanges, and increase 
ship, submarine, and aircraft participation in Japanese exercises.  

Mr. Jonathan Manthorpe Five Recommendations 

1. Focus Canada's broad political, trade, and security links in the Indo-Pacific region towards 
those countries with which we share civic and international values, recognizing that 
Taiwan is in the first league among those countries. 

2. Immediately join with other members of the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-
Pacific Partnership to sponsor and lobby for Taiwan's membership of the organization. 

3. Promote Taiwan's membership in international organizations such as the World Health 
Organization, other United Nations' bodies, and the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (much of the early legal framework for the founding of ICAO was written by 
the former Taiwanese presidential candidate Peng Ming-min while he was a law student 
at McGill University). 

4. Recognizing that all democracies are being challenged by pressures both domestic and 
foreign, encourage and sponsor the exchange of information, experience, and potential 
responses between Canadian and Taiwanese academic and other institutes, and political 
parties. 

5. Reaffirm that in 1970 Canada only "noted" the claim to Taiwan by the Chinese Communist 
Party. Assert Canada's legal right to establish full nation-to-nation relations with Taiwan 
by upgrading the status of our diplomatic mission in Taipei to an embassy overseen by an 
ambassador.
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