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Julia Tasse – Research Fellow, Institute for International and Strategic Affairs (IRIS) 

 

QUESTION: How are different allies defining Green Defence and what types of targets are 

being set? 

Julia Tasse 

 First, there is a difference between climate and sustainability when integrating them into 

Defence strategy. Sustainability has more to do with reducing the environmental 

impacts. When discussing climate change more broadly, one must account for not just 

mitigation but adaptation as well. The latter includes the effects climate change would 

have on infrastructure, defence equipment and armed forces, and societies. 

 Most of our allies consider climate a threat multiplier, meaning that climate change can 

exacerbate existing tensions. Regarding joint operations, there is a gap between different 

countries’ levels of implementation. Some have already introduced policies and 

programs while others are still in the exploration phase. 

 Mitigation is used in the climate community to mean reducing one’s carbon emissions. 

In Defence, however, it has more to do with energy resilience than actual mitigation. The 

aim is not to reduce carbon emissions but to be less dependent on complex fuel supply 

chains. Decreased emissions are a co-benefit. 

 More recently with increasing dependency on electricity and digitalization, it has become 

more important to ensure that all infrastructure is fully resilient and independent from 

external providers.  

 

QUESTION: What are the types of objectives being set? 

Julia Tasse 

 Most armed forces set objectives for their national and civilian infrastructure because it 

aligns with the government’s goals of reducing carbon emissions and it is easier to 

coordinate with governmental programs on their own territory. Emission reduction 

objectives are still rarely integrated into external operations. 

 

 



 

 

Greening Defence: Allied Perspective 
by Matthew Barrett 
December 2021 

Page 2 

 

Greening Defence: Allied Perspective  

QUESTION: Are the emissions targets separate, or are they being factored into overall 

strategic planning? What are some of the different approaches you have seen? 

Julia Tasse 

 For most of the countries we studied, the objectives are ministerial objectives intended to 

cover all the ministry’s activities. However, external operations are often excluded. They 

might follow the global dynamic of reducing emissions, but they are not expected to meet 

the same standard. 

 It is still difficult to maintain military effectiveness with emission reduction goals. As 

military effectiveness is the priority, defence forces have made it clear that they will try to 

include emission reduction in their external operations but that it is not the primary 

focus.  

 

QUESTION: How can countries cooperate to achieve their emission reduction goals and 

what issues might they face? 

Julia Tasse 

 Cooperation is mainly in innovation programs such as the NATO Centre for Excellence. 

There are also national innovation programs in different countries, but it is still difficult 

to align interoperability with carbon emission reduction. 

 In France, one key element of its recent energy strategy is to rely on only one type of fuel, 

whether it be for planes, ships, or other vehicles. This helps in terms of energy resilience 

because there is only one supply chain to secure, but it can also hinder potential inter-

ally cooperation should they be using different approaches. There would be a problem if, 

for instance, one country uses only hydrogen vehicles while the other one uses batteries. 

 

QUESTION: Can you discuss the relationship between Ministries of Defence and other 

governmental departments, for example the Department of Energy in the U.S.? 

Julia Tasse 

 In France’s case, the Ministry of Defence works with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 

climate and climate security, but programs with the Ministry of Ecological Transition 

remain quite rare. Energy related innovation programs in this department could be 

considered as lacking as well.  

 In the United States, I have observed there is a close relationship between the 

Department of Energy and the Department of Defence. There are several memorandums 
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setting up trans-departmental groups working on innovation programs for greening 

defence.  

 

QUESTION: What are one or two significant initiatives you suggest are worth replicating or 

investigating further? 

Julia Tasse 

 There has been a great deal in France and the UK about reducing waste in external 

operations. One solution might be additive fabrication, or 3D printing, which allows for 

greater flexibility while using fewer materials and supply chains. 

 Another interesting area the Dutch Ministry of Defence is working on is pure water 

generation and usage. Considering what we know about climate change and its effects, 

water will be an essential resource for armed forces as well as civilian populations and 

this seems important to me. 
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