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Canadians support a NATO peacekeeping force in Southern 
Lebanon, but are split in Canadian participation 
 
True to the stereotypical view of Canadians as supporters of peacekeeping, 
Canadians like the concept of a NATO peacekeeping force in Southern Lebanon 
(58% support – 20% oppose), but they are conflicted on whether Canadians 
peacekeepers should participate.   
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Some people have suggested that a NATO peacekeeping force be established in Southern 
Lebanon. Would you support or oppose establishing a NATO peacekeeping force in Southern 
Lebanon? (n=2,393)
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58% Support 20% Oppose



 

 
Canadians would like to send Canadian troops as part of a NATO peacekeeping 
force, but are not prepared to reduce our other commitments to do so.  
Respondents to the CDFAI/INNOVATIVE poll were informed that the federal 
government says it cannot send troops to Lebanon unless it reduces its 
commitments elsewhere and then asked whether Canada should send troops if it 
means reducing Canadian commitments elsewhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Less than one in five Canadians (17%) feels that Canada should reduce its other 
commitments and send troops to Lebanon.  Almost double that number (31%) feel 
that Canadian peacekeepers should NOT be sent to Lebanon whether we have the 
troops available or not.   
 
The largest group of Canadians (40%) would like Canadian peacekeepers sent to 
Lebanon, but don’t think that we should back away from our current commitments.   
 
INNOVATIVE released a number of questions from surveys conducted on its Canada 
20/20 panel from July 26 to July 28, 2006.  Canada 20/20 was one of the most 
accurate polls in the last federal election, topping most major telephone polls in 
predicting the final outcome. 
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There is a debate over whether Canada should participate if NATO does establish a 
peacekeeping force in Southern Lebanon. The federal government says it cannot send troops 
to Lebanon unless it reduces its commitments elsewhere. Which of the following statements 
comes closest to your view? (n=2,393)

Q

Note: ‘Don’t know’ not shown



 

The INNOVATIVE results included the following: 
 

Majority support for NATO troops across country, but highest in Quebec: 
 

o Across the country a majority of Canadians support the idea of a 
NATO peacekeeping force being established in Southern Lebanon 
(58%).   

o Support for this idea is highest in Quebec (65%), but in all regions of 
the country a majority supports the measure. 

o Men (63%) are more likely than women (55%) to support a NATO 
peacekeeping force in Southern Lebanon.   

o There is greater support among older Canadians, aged 65 years or 
older (70% support) than the youngest Canadians surveyed, 18 to 24 
year olds (53% support). 

 
 

Ontarians and older Canadians least willing to send any troops to Lebanon: 
 

o Thirty-two per cent of Ontarians feel that regardless of whether 
Canada has troops available or not, we should not send peacekeepers 
to Southern Lebanon.   

o Residents of the Atlantic provinces (49%) are the most likely to feel 
that they would like to send peacekeepers to Southern Lebanon, but 
that we shouldn’t back away from our current commitments. 

o The youngest Canadians surveyed, 18 to 24 year olds, (46%) are the 
most likely to feel that that they would like to send peacekeepers to 
Southern Lebanon, but that we shouldn’t back away from our current 
commitments. 

o Older Canadians, 65 years of age and older, are the most likely to feel 
that regardless of whether Canada has troops available or not, we 
should not send peacekeepers to southern Lebanon (39%). 



 

 
About This Survey 
 
Innovative Research Group, Inc. (www.innovativeresearch.ca), a Toronto-based research 
firm, surveyed 2,393 Canadians from its online Canada 20/20 panel.  The survey was 
conducted between Wednesday, July 26th, and Friday, July 28th, 2006 and has a margin of 
error of ±2.00%, 19 times out of 20.  The data was weighted in accordance to the 2001 
census. The portions of the survey mentioned above were commissioned by the Canadian 
Defence & Foreign Affairs Institute.  
 
Attribution  
 
In the first instance of mentioning the poll results the survey should be identified as a 
“Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs Institute survey conducted by Innovative Research 
Group using their Canada 20/20 online panel”.    
 
All subsequent mentions can use the convention “CDFAI/INNOVATIVE poll” or “the CDFAI 
poll” but not just “the INNOVATIVE poll”. 
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Questions Asked: 
 
 
Q2. Some people have suggested that a NATO peacekeeping force be 
established in Southern Lebanon.  Would you support or oppose establishing a 
NATO peacekeeping force in Southern Lebanon? 
 
  Strongly support   1 
  Somewhat support   2 
  Neither support nor oppose  3 
  Somewhat oppose   4 
  Strongly oppose   5 
  Do not know enough to say  8 
 
Q3. There is a debate over whether Canada should participate if NATO does 
establish a peacekeeping force in Southern Lebanon.  The federal government says 
it cannot send troops to Lebanon unless it reduces its commitments elsewhere.   
 
Which of the following statements comes closest to your view? 
 
I don’t think Canada should send peacekeepers to Lebanon  
whether we have the troops available or not.     1 
 
I would like Canada to send peacekeepers to Lebanon, but I don’t  
think we should back away from our current commitments.   2 
 
I think we should reduce our other commitments and send troops  
to Lebanon.           3 
 
Don’t know enough to say        8 
 
 
 


