
 

Canada’s “Alice in Wonderland” Worldview 

The purloined WikiLeaks cables have caused a sensation all over the world, and Canada has 
been no exception. The former head of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Jim Judd, 
told a senior visiting US State Department official in July 2008 that Canadians had an “’Alice in 
Wonderland’ worldview”, suffered from “knee-jerk anti-Americanism”, and would fall into 
“paroxysms of moral outrage, a Canadian specialty” at the drop of a hat. Judd had much more 
to say, but these comments are worth consideration. 

First, there is little doubt that knee-jerk anti-Americanism is scarcely unusual in Canada. Why? 
Because anti-Americanism was the founding myth in Canada and remains the de facto state 
religion, accepted, tolerated, and even encouraged. Canadian nationalism historically was and 
today remains anti-Americanism from St John’s to Quebec City to Vancouver. Canadians 
measure themselves against the United States, glow when they do better (as during the recent 
financial crisis) and mutter darkly when they do worse — as when an American hockey team 
beats Canadian men’s or women’s sides. 

Making it worse is that so many Canadians have emigrated to the “States”. The great Canadian 
humourist Stephen Leacock wrote in his Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town of an old man 
telling his friends that the time must come when “I…must make my way towards that goal from 
which no traveller returns.” There was a deep hush, Leacock added: “It was understood to imply 
that he thought of going to the United States.” We all have relatives in the US, and for most it 
was and is a land of opportunity (and better weather). 

The detestation of our neighbour alarms visiting Americans. Although the election campaign of 
2005-06 was mild in its expressions of anti-Americanism (compared to, say, 1963 or 1988), the 
Washington Post’s Anna Morgan, shocked by what she heard, reported that “the United States 
and all its evils” were a “familiar demon” being employed “to heat Canadian voters to a frenzy.” 

The curious fact is that Canadians still believe their anti-Americanism is harmless. That issues 
such as softwood lumber — issues that might have been resolved by intervention of the 
Executive Branch that Canada always counted on to fix relations with Congress — could drag 
on forever somehow was not connected in the public mind to Canadian governmental and 
popular expressions of disdain for the US David Jones, a former American diplomat who served 
in Ottawa, however, warned of “residual resentment” in the US at the “shiftless brother-in-law, 
when you know he will never pull his weight….Canadians,” he went on, “continue to assume 
that the US will remain benign, and the essential elements of their sovereignty will remain 
intact.” But, he said, that could not continue forever. 

Alongside anti-Americanism goes the moral outrage of which Judd spoke. Canada may not be a 
military or economic superpower like the US, but in Canadians’ eyes, it is a moral superpower. 
We are peacekeepers, we say, ignoring the facts of history, and the Americans wage wars. We 
love the United Nations and they don’t. Gerald Caplan expressed this moral idiocy perfectly in 
his online article on the Globe and Mail website on November 26, enumerating all of America’s 
“permanent wars for peace”, even including the two world wars where victory could not have 
been won without the US Caplan’s granddaughter, to whom he addressed his lament, would 
have been speaking German or Russian without the United States. 

Add up Canadian anti-Americanism and the national assumption of moral superiority, and it 
amounts to an Alice in Wonderland worldview. Canada did its share in the Cold War and it has 



done more than its share in Afghanistan, but grudgingly. How much better if the money wasted 
on defence spending had gone for daycare or better medicare. That there would have been only 
a Soviet-style wasteland everywhere if the United States and the other democracies had not 
stood together against Moscow is scarcely considered. That Islamism today threatens the West 
is only dimly perceived.  

As Alice said, “If I had a world of my own, everything would be nonsense. Nothing would be 
what it is because everything would be what it isn't. And contrary-wise; what it is it wouldn't be, 
and what it wouldn't be, it would. “Jim Judd had it exactly right, but politicians have already 
called his remarks “whining” and he is lucky that he has retired from the public service. Judd’s 
punishment for telling the truth could only have been dismissal. 
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