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A Citizen’s Guide to the Struggle for Our FutureAct Like an Owner!
A Citizen’s Guide to the Intensifying Struggle for Our Future



Be Prepared for the Coming Struggle 

� Anonymous money
� Divisive referendums



Reasons to Resist  

� Anonymous money
� Divisive referendums

Offer Yesterday’s Future

Miss Tomorrow’s Opportunity



I 
Agree… 

Alberta is at a crossroads.

The status quo is not acceptable.

So... what comes next?



Whither Calgary and Alberta?

Which citizen-owner?

For which Calgary?

For which Alberta?

For which Canada?

For which World?



Our Hope:  New Perspectives Offer New Futures

“Our perspective on the world determines how we behave in the world.”
Fouts and Jensvold, Probing Human Origins, 2002 



What is the “Settler” Game in Alberta? 

To become one of the best players in world
of the Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) game.



The “Settler” Game in Alberta 

To become one of the best players in the world of 
the Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) game.Calgary and Alberta have played 

the 20th Century version of the 

MTI game better than most.



The “Settler” Game in Alberta 

To become one of the best players in the world of 
the Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) game.20 years into the 21st Century, 

we are still committed to playing 

an even better version of the 

late 20th Century MTI game.



What Future for Our “Settler” Game in Alberta? 

To become one of the best players in the world of 
the Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) game.Does an ever-better version of the 

20th Century MTI game serve us 

well in the 21st Century when a 

new game comes to define

the 21st Century?



 If We (MTI cultures) are Here… 

Time1000 CE

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.

• Economic Growth is necessary. 
• The future will be essentially familiar.
• Innovation is within the MTI frame.
• Speed beats depth – making and learning.

3000 CE2020 CE
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B



 We Need a One Track Strategy for Alberta’s Future

Time1000 CE

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.

Here

3000 CE2020 CE

1. Protect the value of money and grow the economy.

B
• Economic Growth is necessary. 
• The future will be essentially familiar.
• Innovation is within the MTI frame.
• Speed beats depth – making and learning.



 But If We (MTI cultures) are Here… 

Time 2020 CE1000 CE

• In ecological (and civilizational) overshoot. 
• The future is essentially unfamiliar.
• Innovation transcends our MTI frames.
• Depth beats speed – making and learning.

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.

Here

C>



Bill Rees’ 1st Conclusion

1. We are in ecological and cultural/civilizational overshoot.

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3GB191UDiI&feature=youtu.be

Will Modern Civilization be the Death of Us?



A Clue to Our Future 

…humanity is no longer moving towards a future anymore that will allow our 
communities locally, nationally, and globally to flourish together.  If we’re 
moving anywhere at all, we seem to be sliding down a slippery slope towards a 
treacherous place, with unreason, self-righteous anger, and racism greasing our 
shared descent. 

What does all of this this portend?...

As the century unfolds, fear is likely to become humanity’s overriding emotion. 

Thomas Homer-Dixon
Commnading Hope:  The Power We have to Renew a World in Peril.

2020



MTI Cultures Cannot be Made to be Sustainable 

The notion that there is some kind of fairly attractive 
sustainable society ahead of us if we can only find it 
is now a fantasy…

Dennis Meadows
In conversation with Daniel Wahl

August, 2020



A Clue to Our Future 

The concept of the possibility of a huge, 
multifaceted failure of some substantial 
part of industrial civilization is so 
completely outside the understanding of 
our leaders that we are almost totally 
unprepared for it. Charles A.S. Hall & John W Daly, Jr.

Revisiting the Limits to Growth After Peak Oil
American Scientist

May-June, 2009



 A New Source of Hope 

Time 2020 CE1000 CE

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.

Here

>

• In ecological (and civilizational) overshoot. 
• The future is essentially unfamiliar.
• Innovation transcends our MTI frames.
• Depth beats speed – making and learning. 

C



 If We (MTI cultures) are Here… 

Time 2020 CE1000 CE

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.
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• In ecological (and civilizational) overshoot. 
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 The Next Form of Human Civilization is Emerging 

Time 2020 CE1000 CE

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.

Here

>

• In ecological (and civilizational) overshoot. 
• The future is essentially unfamiliar.
• Innovation transcends our MTI frames.
• Depth beats speed – making and learning. 
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Time 2020 CE1000 CE

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.

Here

We Need Bridging Actions to a New Future

>

• In ecological (and civilizational) overshoot. 
• The future is essentially unfamiliar.
• Innovation transcends our MTI frames.
• Depth beats speed – making and learning. 
• Face complex living messes of messes.

C



 

Time 2020 CE1000 CE

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.

Here

We Need Two-tracked Strategies to a New Future

1. Manage civilizational/cultural decline/degrowth.

>

• In ecological (and civilizational) overshoot. 
• The future is essentially unfamiliar.
• Innovation transcends our MTI frames.
• Depth beats speed – making and learning. 
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Time 2020 CE1000 CE

Our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) cultures.

Here

We Need Two-tracked Strategies to a New Future

1. Manage civilizational/cultural decline/degrowth.
2. Nurture personal-to-civilizational transformation.

>

• In ecological (and civilizational) overshoot. 
• The future is essentially unfamiliar.
• Innovation transcends our MTI frames.
• Depth beats speed – making and learning. 

C



Bill Rees’ 2nd Conclusion

1. We are in ecological and cultural/civilizational overshoot.

2. We must transcend techno-modernism and catalyze a 
personal-to-civilizational change, transition, transformation to a 
way of being on Earth in which humans live spiritually satisfying 
lives more equitably within the means of nature. 

Will Modern Civilization be the Death of Us?
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3GB191UDiI&feature=youtu.be



A global phase transition is sweeping across many disciplines from mathematics to 
physics to biology to sociology.  

• integration over fragmentation; 

• cooperation rather than competition; 

• dynamics and process in place of the static and mechanical; 

• non-linear distributed inter-relationships and emergent properties of collective 
wholes, instead of linear, unidirectional or hierarchical control of incidental parts.

…the acknowledgement of a reality in which we, as scientists and human beings, 
participate.   

                                                                       Mae-Wan Ho
               1989

A Clue to Our Future 



A Clue to Our Future 

"Scientific knowledge, originally seen to make 
possible the prediction and manipulation of nature, 
appears now to be pointing us toward a new 
relationship with the natural world based on sensitive 
observation and participation, rather than control." 

Brian Goodwin
Complexity Matters:

A Reintroduction to Complexity,
2017



“I have spent much of the last forty years endeavouring to understand world views 
other than those we in the West have inherited; and in the last several years I have 
been particularly concerned with the question of what is involved in the endeavour 
to (even) understand, and to help others understand, an outlook different from the 
one that one already has.

One of the conclusions to which I have come is that in order to (even) understand a 
different view – especially if it be radically different and/or profound, 
comprehensive, humane – one must oneself become a different sort of person.”

                                                                                                    Wilfred Cantwell Smith
      

ca 1984                                                                         

A Clue to Our Future 



Our NEW Core Work in the 21st Century
1. Reassess and come to terms with the actual situation we                                      

who are MTI peoples and cultures are in.

2. Let go of and out-grow our MTI identities at every scale.

3. Commit to the work of consciously co-creating the next 
form of human civilization

F
 by nurturing into resilient being 

“consciously co-creative persons communities and cultures”. 

new

>

Transcend 
Modernity

Extend  
Modernity



Our MTI Blindness 

“Nothing 
good ever 

came out of 
a blind 
spot.”

Louise Penny
Kingdom of the Blind

2018



“Calgary Leads Alberta.  Alberta Leads Canada.  Canada Leads the World.”

Nevertheless… 

Transcen
d 

ModernityExtend  
Modernity



The Vision We Can Come to Serve

By 2030, it is increasingly clear that our Modern Techno-industrial (MTI) 
form of civilization has no long-term future.  

Calgary is already earning a reputation as a trusted and trustworthy 
servant leader of the utterly new work of learning to consciously 
co-create the next form of human civilization

F
 by nurturing into resilient 

being consciously co-creative persons, communities and cultures. 

We are becoming the partners of choice for those companies and 
organizations which have come to share our commitment to responding 
consciously, courageously, wisely and reflexively to the profoundly 
changing conditions we and our forefathers so unconsciously created.  



I Implore You to… 

Prepare for and participate in the 
coming intensification of the

struggle for our future.

Your presence and participation matters.



I Implore You to…  

Prepare for and participate in the 
coming intensification of the

struggle for our future.

Your presence and participation matters.Act Like an Owner!



Over to YOU!

Thank You!

Our Future is in Our Hands, Minds, Hearts and Spirits



Contact Information

Ruben Nelson
Executive Director
Foresight Canada
29 des Arcs Road

Lac Des Arcs, AB, Canada
T1W 2W3

RubenNelson@shaw.ca

+1-403-673-3537 = voice
+1-403-673-2114 = fax

Visit the Foresight Canada website
Sign up for our blog

www.foresightcanada.com 

mailto:RubenNelson@shaw.ca
http://www.foresightcanada.com/

