Ready
to
Drive?
If you can drive a vehicle
and live in California, the
DMV has a license for
you – regardless of your
immigration status.
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A Message
from Gil Cedillo

W

hen I was growing up in Los Angeles,
learning to drive and earning a license
were great joys. Back then the Department of Motor Vehicles was focused on safe
streets and highways. If you could prove you
were a California resident and knew how to
safely operate a car, motorcycle or truck, you
were eligible for a license.
In 1993, however, California legislators
bowed to a wave of anti-immigrant furor and
voted to only issue driver’s licenses to citizens
or legal residents. For the past 20 years, immigrants have demanded equal access to the
privilege of driving and, in turn, to insuring
their vehicles. As a union leader, as a state
assemblyman and senator, and now as a Los
Angeles city councilman, I have worked to
end the misguided efforts of the DMV.
Before she passed on, I promised my
wife, Ruby, that I wouldn’t stop fighting until
the abuse ended. That day is finally at hand.
On January 1, 2015, the DMV will again issue
licenses to all eligible drivers. Their ability to
drive – not their legal status – is all that will be
tested.
As you get behind the wheel, please
remember to be a safe and courteous driver.
Insure your vehicle. Don’t drink and drive, and
never text or talk without a hands-free device
while driving. And always be aware of pedestrians, especially our children and seniors.

Councilmember Gilbert A. Cedillo
Los Angeles City Council District 1

Driver’s License
Timeline

Millions of immigrants have rallied for fair treatment; Gil Cedillo (seen with his late wife, Ruby) proposed equal access to driver’s licenses for years in Sacramento; anti-immigrant furor is giving way to calls for a more inclusive society; Gov. Jerry Brown signed AB60 in 2013.

The Long and Winding
Road to Justice

I

n October 1993, Governor Pete Wilson
signed a law that slammed the door to the
Department of Motor Vehicles in the faces
of millions of immigrants. After more than
60 years of licensing every
eligible driver, the DMV
was forced to enact laws
that made our roads
and highways more
dangerous for all
Californians.
During the past
two decades, public
opinion on immigration has undergone a
seismic shift. The prevailing mood in 1994
favored mass deportations. Today, the
overwhelming majority of Americans are
for immigration reform with a pathway to
citizenship.
How did public opinion change so radically in only one generation? And how did

Gov. Pete Wilson signs a
law ending a DMV policy
of more than 60 years to license all
eligible drivers
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California’s elected leaders
manage to take such a
bold step forward
when the U.S.
Congress remains
gridlocked on immigration reform?
Credit immigrants
– legal and undocumented –
for the change in thinking. Even
in the face of conservative political extremists and the threat of deportation, millions of
marchers have rallied across the country, demanding to be treated fairly and respected
for their contributions to the U.S. economy.
As the failure of a “War on Illegals”
became clearer year after year, Californians
from all walks of life began to embrace the
vision of a more inclusive society and a safer,
brighter future. California’s elected leaders,
in turn, also began to propose a series of
progressive legal steps.
In 1998, Gilbert Cedillo – at the suggestion of legendary labor organizer Bert
Corona and community leader Nativo Lopez
– made the demand for equal access to the
privilege to drive part of his first election

The anti-immigrant
backlash deepens
as California voters approve
Proposition 187
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Voters send Gil Cedillo
to Sacramento, where he
begins to demand equal access to
driving
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campaign for the State Assembly. As a newly
elected assemblyman, Cedillo sponsored
AB60 and began to build broad support,
from safety experts and police officials to
the Auto Club.
The bill died but the movement surged.
Every year, immigrants and supporters
marched in Sacramento and their hometowns, and Cedillo sponsored new versions
of AB60. Each bill would make it farther
through the Sacramento gauntlet, then die
in the fierce, anti-immigrant backlash.
There was a surge of activity in 2002.
Governor Gray Davis was
fighting a recall election and
signed the bill, but voters turned Davis out
and elected Arnold
Schwarzenegger. The
actor reneged on his
promise to legislators to
sign a new driver’s license
bill that addressed his national
security concerns.
Support for AB60 grew, thanks to faithbased groups, law-enforcement agencies,
chambers of commerce, the agriculture
Gov. Gray Davis signed a
version of AB60 that he
previously vetoed
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community, newspaper editors, and unions.
Noted radio hosts added their names to the
chorus of voices supporting the measure.
Presidential candidates even debated the
issue during the 2008 campaign.
In October 2013, Governor Jerry Brown
signed a version of AB60 sponsored by Assemblyman Luis Alejo of Salinas. Victory was
delayed, however, when the Department of
Homeland Security challenged the wording
on the AB60 license. That dispute was resolved just months before the law goes into
effect.
LAPD Chief Charlie Beck and other law
enforcement officials agree that all Californians are safer if undocumented drivers are
eligible for licenses. Having a license and
insurance, for example, would deter hit-andrun accidents by taking away one of the chief
incentives to flee the scene.
Driver’s licenses are just the beginning.
A generation of young “Dreamers” is now
moving through college and building careers
that will benefit the Latino community and
entire country. These new Americans will
energize our social, cultural and political life.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger reneges on
supporting a bill addressing his
security concerns
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Community Resources

CHIRLA
2533 W. Third St.
Los Angeles 90057
(213) 353-1333
chirla.org

Hermandad
Mexican Consulate
Mexicana
2401 W. Sixth St.
310 N. Soto St.
Los Angeles 90057
Los Angeles 90033
(213) 351-6825
(323) 260-8012
cosulmex.sre.gob.mx/
hermandadmexicana.org
losangeles

Gov. Jerry Brown signs
a new version of AB 60,
reversing 20 years of anti-immigrant
furor

2013

Dept. of
Motor Vehicles
(800) 777-0133
dmv.ca.gov

The DMV will begin
issuing licenses to
all Californians who meet all
requirements to drive

2015

Councilmember
Gilbert A. Cedillo
City Council District 1
5577 N. Figueroa St.
Los Angeles 90042
(323) 550-1538

Sample DMV Written Test #2
Answers: 1. c, 2. b, 3. c, 4. b, 5. c,
6. b, 7. a, 8. b, 9. b, 10. c

E

veryone must know the rules of the road
before the California Department of Motor
Vehicles will issue them a license. Be prepared to take a written test on the day you
apply. The DMV exam is available in Spanish
and many other languages. If you do not pass,
you must return to take another written test.
You can learn the rules by studying the
California Driver Handbook, available at no
cost in Spanish and other languages at DMV
offices and City libraries. The handbook is also
available online at www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/
pubs.htm
You can also take practice tests like
those in this brochure, online at www.dmv.
ca.gov and on “DMV Now” apps for iPhone
and Android phones. You do not need to
pay an agent for services at DMV offices.
Call the DMV at (800) 777-0133 for more
information.
Classes are also available at the offices of
the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of
Los Angeles at 2533 W. 3rd Street, Los Angeles, 90057. Call CHIRLA at (213) 353-1333 for
more information.
Applicants must also verify their identity
and establish California residency.
At present, the DMV can only use two
foreign documents – a Mexican Credencial
Electoral or a Mexican Matrícula Consular – to
digitally confirm your identity. Only one of
these two is necessary. The DMV may soon

•
•

A property tax bill or statement
Records of a financial institution

Applicants will later need to pass a
20-minute driving test with a DMV examiner
to show they can operate a vehicle safely. The
test includes basic driving moves, such as left
and right turns, stopping at intersections, lane
changes, and driving in reverse.
Some learners need more practice than
others. Minors should have at least 50 hours
of training behind the wheel,
including 10 hours of
driving at night.
Only the applicant and DMV examiner are allowed
in the vehicle during
the test. If you have
questions, ask the
examiner before the
test begins.
The vehicle you use for the driving test
must have:
• front and back license plates and valid
registration
• proof of insurance or economic
responsibility
• a rental contract if the car was rented for
the exam
AB60 licenses will read “Federal limits apply” on the front and indicate on the back that
they cannot be used for federally regulated
purposes, such as boarding an airplane. The
fee for an AB60 license will be $33, the same
as for a regular license.
The DMV expects to process about 1.4
million new driver’s licenses over the next
three years. The agency plans to hire about
900 new employees and open field offices in
Granada Hills, Stanton, Lompoc and San Jose
before 2015.

Sample DMV Written Test #1
Answers: 1. c, 2. a, 3. b,, 4. a, 5. c,
6. b, 7. c, 8. b, 9. a, 10. b

Getting Ready to
Drive

add other documents to this preferential list.
You may also establish your identity with
two foreign documents approved by the DMV,
but which must be verified with the agency
that issued them. This category includes a valid
foreign passport, an
Identificación Nacional from Guatemala,
or a Documento
Único de Identidad
from El Salvador.
The DMV will also
accept two documents
from a third level, including
an ID card with a recent photo issued by a U.S.
federal agency, a foreign passport that expired
in 2005 or later, or a foreign birth certificate
with a recent photo of the applicant that has
been certified and translated by the issuing
country’s consulate.
If an applicant doesn’t have any of
these documents, he or she may request an
interview. The DMV investigator may consider a college or other diploma that includes
the applicant’s date of birth, or an academic
credential from a foreign school with a photo
of the applicant taken at the time it was issued.
One of the following documents is necessary to establish California residency:
• Rental or lease agreement signed by the
owner/landlord and the tenant/resident
• Deeds or titles to residential real property
• Mortgage bill
• Home utility bill
• School documents
• Medical documents
• IRS or California tax returns
• California Certificates of Vehicle or Vessel
titles or registrations
• Change of Address Confirmations by the
U.S. Postal Service (Form CNL 107)
• Federal government-issued documents

Sample DMV Written Test #1

Sample DMV Written Test #2

See previous page for answers

See previous page for answers

1. You may drive off of the paved roadway to
pass another vehicle:
a) If the shoulder is wide enough to
accommodate your vehicle
b) If the vehicle ahead of you is turning left.
c) Under no circumstances
2. You are approaching a railroad crossing
with no warning devices and are unable to see
400 feet down the tracks in one direction. The
speed limit is:
a) 15 mph
b) 20 mph
c) 25 mph
3. When parking your vehicle parallel to the
curb on a level street.
a) Your front wheels must be turned toward
the street.
b) Your wheels must be within 18 inches of the
curb.
c) One of your rear wheels must touch the
curb.
4. When you are merging onto the freeway,
you should be driving:
a) At or near the same speed as the traffic on
the freeway.
b) 5 to 10 MPH slower than the traffic on the
freeway.
c) The posted speed limit for traffic on the
freeway.
5. When driving in fog, you should use your:
a) Fog lights only.
b) High beams.
c) Low beams.

6. A white painted curb means:
a) Loading zone for freight or passengers.
b) Loading zone for passengers or mail only.
c) Loading zone for freight only.
7. A school bus ahead of you in your lane is
stopped with red lights flashing. You should:
a) Stop, then proceed when you think all of
the children have exited the bus.
b) Slow to 25 MPH and pass cautiously.
c) Stop as long as the red lights are flashing.
8. California’s “Basic Speed Law” says:
a) You should never drive faster than posted
speed limits.
b) You should never drive faster than is safe
for current conditions.
c) The maximum speed limit in California is 70
mph on certain freeways.
9. You just sold your vehicle. You must notify
the DMV within ___ days.
a) 5
b) 10
c) 15
10. To avoid last minute moves, you should be
looking down the road to where your vehicle
will be in about ______________.
a) 5 to 10 seconds
b) 10 to 15 seconds
c) 15 to 20 seconds

1. You are about to make a left turn. You must
signal continuously during the last ____ feet
before the turn.
a) 50
b) 75
c) 100
2. Which of the following statements about
blind spots is true?
a) They are eliminated if you have one outside
mirror on each side of the vehicle.
b) Large trucks have bigger blind spots than
most passenger vehicles.
c) Blind spots can be checked by looking in
your rear view mirrors.
3. You have been involved in a minor traffic
collision with a parked vehicle and you can’t
find the owner. You must:
a) Leave a note on the vehicle.
b) Report the accident without delay to the
city police or, in unincorporated areas, to
the CHP.
c) Both of the above.
4. Unless otherwise posted the speed limit in a
residential area is ____.
a) 20 mph
b) 25 mph
c) 30 mph
5. You may legally block an intersection:
a) When you entered the intersection on the
green light.
b) During rush hour traffic.
c) Under no circumstances.

6. When parking uphill on a two-way street
with no curb, your front wheels should be:
a) Turned to the left (toward the street).
b) Turned to the right (away from the street).
c) Parallel with the pavement.
7. With a Class C drivers license a person may
drive:
a) A 3-axle vehicle if the Gross Vehicle Weight
is less than 6,000 pounds.
b) Any 3-axle vehicle regardless of the weight.
c) A vehicle pulling two trailers.
8. To turn left from a multilane one-way street
onto a one-way street, you should start your
turn from:
a) Any lane (as long as it is safe)
b) The lane closest to the left curb
c) The lane in the center of the road.
9. If you are involved in a traffic collision, you
are required to complete and submit a written
report (SR1) to the DMV:
a) Only if you or the other driver is injured.
b) If there is property damage in excess of
$750 or if there are any injuries.
c) Only if you are at fault.
10. Roadways are the most slippery:
a) During a heavy downpour.
b) After it has been raining for awhile.
c) The first rain after a dry spell.

