
MEETING OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
MAY 28th, 2021 

11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (EST)  
By videoconferencing (Zoom) 

 
The meeting was called to order at 11:03 a.m. (EST) on May 28th, 2021, by the National 
President, Eddy Bourque with the following NE in attendance: 
 
Lyne Cartier, NVP for Québec  
Paul Croes, NVP for IRCC 

Arlene Ewaniuk, NVP for Alberta/NWT/Nunavut 
Chris Gardiner, NVP for MAN/SASK 
Fabienne Jean-François, NVP for Québec 
Travis Lahnalampi, NVP for Ontario 
Lynda MacLellan, NVP for Women’s Issues, Western Region 
Jodi MacPherson, NVP for Women’s Issues, Eastern Region 
Debbie Morris, NVP for NL/NS  
Jacques Perrin, NVP for NCR  
Christine Price, NVP for IRB (for parts of the meeting) 

Sebastian Rodrigues, NVP for Human Rights  
Rhonda Rumson, NVP for NB/PEI 
Vanessa Sandsmark, NVP for BC/YT 
Crystal Warner, NEVP 
Paula Woodcock, NVP for Ontario 
 
Staff in attendance: 
Guy Boulanger, Director of Representation and Labour Relations 
Alain Normand, Director of Finance and Administration 
Sue Seguin, Executive Assistant and Advisor to the National President  
Jim Couture, Interpreter 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
 
Brother Rodrigues provided a land acknowledgement at the start of the meeting. 
 
 
READING OF THE ANTI-HARASSMENT AND UNJUST PROFILING STATEMENTS 
 
Brother Rodrigues read the Anti-Harassment Statement and Sister Cartier read the Unjust 
Profiling Statement.  The Anti-Harassment Committee for this meeting are Jacques Perrin 
and Debbie Morris. 
 
 
 
 



ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
The agenda was adopted with the following additions:    

• Communications (website/newsletter) 

• Updates from the NBoD meeting 

• PSAC Regional Conventions (as # 10) 

• Logo for the NWC 
m/s Woodcock & Cartier 
CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 30th, 2021, NE MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the April 30th, 2021, NE minutes were approved as submitted. 
m/s Warner & Rodrigues 
Recorded vote # 1:  CARRIED 
 
 

FOR THE FOLLOWING PART OF THE MEETING, THE NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE WAS IN-CAMERA 
 
REPORT OF THE NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS CHAIRPERSON 
 
Jacques Lambert, the Nominations and Elections Chairperson, with Jeannette Meunier-

McKay, the upcoming Chairperson presented a summary of the Report which had been 

sent out to the National Executive by email on Wednesday, May 26th to allow time for the 

NE to read and review it before the NE meeting. 

 

IT MUST BE NOTED THAT THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE IS NO LONGER 

IN-CAMERA 

 

The following staff joined the meeting after the recess: 

Ashley Petrin, Membership Engagement Officer 
Laurent Charbonneau, Political Communications Officer 
Sylvain Archambault, National Union Representative 
 

CR-4 GRIEVANCE UPDATE 
 
Sylvain Archambault provided an update on the SMSM (CR-4) grievances.   
 



There are 151 new grievances that were filed in 2019 and 2020, but only after the 
Employer had made its decisions.  100 of those work in Pension or Integrity.  They had 
not filed a grievance previously but do have concerned with the new position.  58 of those 
100 are form the Quebec Region. 
 
Discussions on potentially having an internal campaign on this file was discussed.  
Further information would be discussed before it is brought back to the National Executive 
for a decision.  
 
 
CEIU CONVENTION UPDATES 
 
The National President provided updates on the upcoming convention. 
 
There will be training on Friday, August 13th, 2021, for the co-chairs and others in the 
morning.  This training will be made available for the delegates in the afternoon. 
 
The National Executive agreed to allow time for observers to speak at the end of each 
day.  15 minutes would be allocated to the observers. 
 
With this Convention being the 1st convention after trusteeship, discussions were held on 
the importance of having both the National President and the NEVP, as the top leaders, 
reporting back to the delegation. 
 
MOTION:  That the National President and the NEVP report verbally during the 1st day 

of convention and allow questions from the delegates. 
m/s Jean-François & Gardiner 
Recorded vote # 2:  CARRIED 
 
A video of CEIU’s accomplishments is being prepared and will be shown with the 
background music of the song of ‘Solidarity Forever’.  
 
There were discussions held on the all-candidate night. 
 
MOTION:   That a debate for all candidates, even if only one nomination is received, be 

part of convention business and held during convention hours.  
m/s Lahnalampi & Rodrigues 
 
MOTION TO AMEND:  That the debate be 30 minutes per position for a total of 90 

minutes. 
m/s Sandsmark & Jean-François 
Recorded vote # 3:  CARRIED 
 
BACK TO THE MAIN MOTION WITH THE AMENDMENT:  That a debate for all 
candidates, even if only one nomination is received, be part of convention business and 



held during convention hours and that the debate be 30 minutes per position for a total of 
90 minutes. 
Recorded vote # 4:  CARRIED 
 
Questions for the debate would be submitted ahead of time. 
 
The National President added that the CEIU By-Laws indicates that we have 2 bona fide 
members to help the Nominations and Elections Chairperson to be scrutineers and to 
receive the nominations with the Chairperson. 
   
MOTION:   That a Callout for Nominations be done, for non delegate members to fill 

these 2 roles at Convention and then provide the list of applicants received 
to the Nominations and Elections Chairperson to select. 

m/s Gardiner & Rodrigues 
Recorded vote # 5:  CARRIED 
 
Staff have been assigned to different roles:  Ashley will be the host and will be on-site.  
For the Harassment Committee, it will be Guy Boulanger, Veena Gunness and the new 
staff who will become the Employment Equity and Human Rights Officer. 
 
Encore will be sending out the logistics to all participants in mid-June. 
 
Packages will be mailed out from the National Office to all participants by no later than 
July 23rd.  
 
Some delegates have not yet confirmed.  It was agreed that those names would be sent 
out to their respective NVPs so that they can follow up with their delegates. 
 
There will be live technical support thru a chat support line for any participants that may 
have questions or difficulties. 
 
Any region that wants to hold a caucus and who wants it organized by National need to 
contact Brigitte.  Regions might want to organize their own caucuses thru their own Zoom 
login.  As discussed, if the HRRR wanted to give up their lunch time for delegates to ask 
questions, National could set up a separate zoom room.  
 
The National President advised the NE that there would be a session for all participants 
on the Sunday, August 15th.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting ended at 4:06 p.m.  


