
ONE 

Facing 
the New 

Millennium 
GATHER AND PRAY 

LEADER: Moses my servant is dead; now 
therefore arise, go over this Jordan thou, and this 
people, unto the land which I do give to them, 
even to the children of Israel. 

Joshua 1:2, King James Version 

ALL: As once you were with Joshua when 
you led your people into the promised land, lead 
us into the new millennium. Give us your gifts 
to share. Let us rejoice in your goodness and 
holiness. Amen. 

Reflection 
.. . and the people marched over against Jericho. And 

the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
stood firm on the dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, 
and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all 
the people were passed clean over Jordan. 

Joshua 3:17 
King James Version 

-The Jews of old carried the physical manifestation of 
God with them in the form of the Ark of the Covenant. 
How do you carry God with you in the passages of your 
life? 
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Christian Family Movement 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

It is almost the morning of the third millennium. 
And we do not know what the day will bring. 

Where have we been? Where shall we go? And who 
will lead us? The next millennium is a time of promise, 
yet we need encouragement to enter it. So it was, many 
years ago, when our spiritual ancestors needed encour
agement to enter the land of their destiny. 

"Rise and cross the Jordan .... " It was Yahweh who 
spoke, Joshua who listened on that morning of first entry 
into the Promised Land. 

"Every place you tread with the soles of your feet I 
will give you, as I declared to Moses that I would." It 
was Yahweh who spoke, Joshua who listened on that 
morning of promise. "Be fearless then, be confident, for 
go where you will, Yahweh your God is with you." 
Joshua and the chosen people crossed into the promised 
land, and Yahweh, indeed, was with them. Yahweh was 
their God, and they, his people. Yet the journey was not 
without its fears and failings, and the land was not with
out its battles, and their lives were not without tears. 

In another time, our ancestors came to sit at the feet 
of Jesus to ask for guidance into the kingdom. "Who will 
enter into this new promised land?" they asked. The 
answers were not easy. These are the new chosen people: 
the poor in spirit, the gentle, they who mourn and they 
who hunger and thirst for what is right, the merciful, the 
pure in heart, the peacemakers and the ones who are 
persecuted. The kingdom of heaven is theirs. 

Our families today are poised to enter the third mil
lennium. This time of promise is upon us. Passage into 
the kingdom is not without its fears and failings. It was 
not so then, it is not so now. We cannot hold it back or 
return to earlier years. It is time to rise and cross into 
the next millennium, time to go forward with confidence 
that God is with us. 

8 

Facing the New Millennium 

Just as it was for the Chosen People, so is it for the 
families bound together in the New Covenant: we enter 
the new millennium, not as individuals, but as a com
munity. We are strong because we travel together, the 
family of God, with our God among us. Let us rise up, 
then, and name our hopes and our fears, and face them 
with confidence. 

Observe 
1. Where are your family roots? 

2. When and how did you travel to the place where you 
now live? 

3. What other significant journeys have you and your 
family taken? 

4. What are your hopes for the future? 

5. What are your fears for the future? 

Judge 
1. How do your hopes for the new millennium compare 
with the promises made to the Jews of the Old 
Testament? 

2. What do you think will comprise the new "promised 
land"? 

3. How can a promised land be created out of what we 
now have? 

4. Even though God promised the land across the 
Jordan, Joshua and his people still had to fight for it. 
What kinds of battles will we have to fight for the 
"promised land" of the new millennium? 
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Act 
Take an action that prepares you for the battles of the 

new millennium: 

1. Read and reflect upon the Gospel of Matthew, 
Chapters 5, 6, 7. 

2. Set aside a specific time each day for prayer. 

3. Set aside a specific time each day for family or indi
vidual scripture study. 

4. As a family or as a group plan a prayer service or 
liturgy asking God's direction in your work toward a 
better future. 

5. Join a group that is working to better your community. 

6. Find an issue that relates to your hopes/fears for the 
new millennium. Take some concrete step to address that 
issue. 

7. Choose an appropriate action of your own. 

Connect: Share Phone Numbers. 

Preparation for Meeting 2: 
1. Date _________ ______ _ 

Time _______________ _ 

Place ----------------

Everyone should take a turn hosting a meeting and leading 
a meeting. It is suggested that someone other than the host acts 
as leader of the meeting. A light dessert with coffee, tea or soft 
drinks follows the meeting. 

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
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Facing the New Millennium 

prepare for the next meeting. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

LEADER: God alone knows what is good. A brother asked of 
one of the elders, "What thing should I do and have life thereby?" The 
old man replied, "Not all works are alike. For Scripture says that 
Abraham was hospitable and God was with him. Elias loved solitary 
prayer, and God was with him. And David was humble, and God was 
with him. Therefore, whatever you see your soul to desire according to 
God, do that thing, and you shall keep your heart safe." 

ALL: Dear Lord, guide each us to the good work you would have 
us do to your Glory. Amen. 

Adapted from Thomas Merton (tr.), 
· The Wisdom of the Desert. 
New York: New Directions Books 
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TWO 

Politics 
and the 

Christian Family 
Prayer is a vital part of religious life. Anyone beginning a new 

experience of sharing in the spirit of Christ will want to become 
comfortable with genuine prayer. A start can be made by reciting the 
words of a familiar prayer. Care should be taken to let these words 
become your own sentiments and feeling. Spontaneous prayer from 
the heart of one of the group members is another good form of prayer. 
Everyone adding a thought or reflections in a prayerful spirit is 
another good, yet simple type of prayer called shared prayer. 

Each meeting should begin with a prayer led by the meeting leader 
or someone the group designates. It should create an atmosphere in 
which a prayerful Christian community can reflect on the remainder of 
the meeting as a genuine spiritual experience. The group may wish to 
begin with prayerful reflection on the "Lord's Prayer" or repeat the 
gathering prayer from front cover. Take some time now to pray. 

GATHER AND PRAY 

Help us, 0 Lord, to be true to our words, to 
build one nation of liberty and justice which is 
indivisible. Help us, 0 Lord, to trust in you in all 
we do as individuals, families, communities and as 
a nation. Help us, 0 Lord, to realize that our 
differences need not divide us, but rather are 
merely different expressions of your love for us, 
your creation. 

As we gather in your name, we pray that you 
grant peace in our days, peace to families, peace to 
our country, and peace among nations. Amen. 
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Reconnect 

An important part of the meeting is reconnecting with 
one another. Take a minute or two for each to tell others what 
has been going on in their life since the group last met. 

Report on Actions 
Report on how well you did with your action as 

decided at the previous meeting. What did you learn 
from the action? How did it benefit your family? 

Scripture reflection 
You are the light of the world. A city set on a 

mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light 'a lamp 
and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a 
lampstand, where it gives light to all in the house. 

Matthew 5:14-15 

Democracy cannot be sustained without a shared 
commitment to certain moral truths about the human 
person and human community. The basic question 
before a democratic society is, "How ought we to live 
together?" In seeking an answer to this question, can 
society exclude moral truth and moral reasoning? Can 
the biblical wisdom which played such a formative 
part in the very founding of your country be excluded 
from that debate? Would not doing so mean that 
America's founding documents no longer have any 
defining content, but are only the formal dressing of 
changing opinion? Would not doing so mean that tens 
of millions of Americans could no longer offer the con
tribution of their deepest convictions to the formation of 
public policy? 

Surely it is important for America that the moral 
truths which make freedom possible should be passed 
on to each new generation. Every generation of 
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Politics and the Christian Family 

Americans needs to know that freedom consists not in 
doing what we like, but in having the right to do what 
we ought. 

Pope John Paul II 
Homily delivered in Baltimore, Maryland, 1995 

- What does Pope John Paul II mean by freedom? 
-Are you truly free, as Pope John Paul II defines free-
dom? Discuss. 
- How does "letting your light shine" influence your 
personal conviction toward political activity? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

When people in a society care only for themselves, 
when they are taught by demagogues to sneer at govern
ment and the communal good, it cannot be surprising 
that social bonds and social trust decline. In that 
process, everyone will eventually lose. In a society 
where fewer people vote or care or join-a society that 
has lost its sense of community--individualism will 
not bring contentment. 

Anthony Lewis,The New York Times, Dec. 18, 1995 

The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is 
that good men do nothing. 

Edmund Burke 

Political scientists write about it. All of us feel it. 
There is a sickness in the American political system, a 
withering of the public faith in government that is so 
essential to our democracy. 

The degraded level of political discourse is one 
symptom-and cause-of the disease. This has always 
been a country of rough political rhetoric. But the per
sonal viciousness, the hast~, the ideological shrillness are 
worse now than for many years. That is surely a reason 
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for the record number of announced congressional retire
ments: 13 senators and 35 representatives, among them 
some of the most responsible members of both parties. 

Anthony Lewis 
The New York Times, January 29, 1996 

Ross Perot, saying mud wrestling has higher stan
dards than today's politics, .. . urged an end to negative 
campaigning ... the Dallas billionaire urged voters to 
shun "negative politics, name-calling and mudslinging" 
and focus on the issues .... 

"Politics is not rational, there are no rules of conduct 
or ethical standards," said Perot, who ran for president 
as an independent in 1992. "War has rules. Mud 
wrestling has rules," he said. "Politics has no ru!es. This 
must be corrected." 

G. Robert Hillman 
"Perot Calls For An End to Negative Campaigning," 

Dallas Morning News, February 1, 1996 

Observe 
1. Contact the local authority in your community in 
charge of voter registration (or your local newspaper) 
and determine the following: 

a) What percentage of your community is registered 
to vote? 

b) What percentage of the registered voters actually 
voted in the last local, state, and national elections? 

c) How do these numbers compare to the same 
statistics 10, 20, and 30 years ago? 

2. Answer for yourself and ask two or three others: what 
do you consider the three most important issues in poli
tics/ government today for yourself and your family? 

3. Pay attention to news reports (from television, news
papers, and radio-public and commercial) until the 
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next meeting. Observe the number and type of character
izations about government and political leaders. 

4. Bring examples of positive and negative campaign ads 
to the meeting. 

Judge 
1. A democracy is fueled by the involvement of the elec
torate. What do your voter statistics indicate about the 
involvement or apathy of the people in the political 
process? 

2. How are religious values shaping the political cam
paigns and policies you have observed? 

3. What responsibility do you have as a Christian to vote 
and to become involved in the debate over issues which 
are most important to you? How can you get involved? 

Act 
1. Get involved in a political campaign as a candidate 
or worker. 

2. Write a letter to a candidate or to the editor of your 
local newspaper expressing your feelings about the 
tone of the campaigns you have observed (both posi
tives and negative). 

3. Become involved in the debate .on the issues which 
concern you and your family the most. Write letters 
and/or attend rallies or demonstrations to show 
your concerns. 

4. Work on a voter education or voter registration drive. 

5. Register and vote on election day. 
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6. Drive someone else to the polls. 

7. Babysit for young parents so they can vote. 

8. Choose an appropriate action of your own. 

Preparation for the next meeting 
1. Date ________________ _ 

Time ________________ _ 
Place ________________ _ 

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 

18 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Corne, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created, 
and you will renew the face of the earth. Amen. 

111 JJ 
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THREE 

Money 
Management in a 

Credit Society 
GATHER AND PRAY 

LEADER: "We ask for a piece of sand, and 
he gives us a beach. We ask for a drop of water and 
he gives us an ocean. We ask for time and he gives 
us life eternal. And it is easy for us to fall in love 
with the gift and forget the giver." * 

ALL: Lord, we give thanks for the gifts and 
thank you for the giving. Amen. 

Reconnect 

*Edward Farrell, Prayer is a Hunger 
Denville, N.J.: Dimension Books, 1972 

Report on Actions 

Scripture reflection 
No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will 

either hate the first and love the second, or treat the first 
with respect and the second with scorn. You cannot be 
the slave both of God and of money ... 

Luke 16:13 
The Jerusalem Bible 

Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1966 
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- How does the phrase "slave of money" apply today? 
- How does being a "slave of money" affect our rela-
tionship with God? Explain. 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

Low interest rates. Generous credit lines. Low 
payments. Whatever the bells and whistles, companies 
that offer lines of credit are aiming to entice you-and 
in some cases, bombard you-with offers to get easy 
credit. And the pitches succeed. Americans now hold 
over one billion credit cards of all types. As of October 
1994, the outstanding balance on general-purpose credit 
cards, such as Visa, Mastercard, American Express, 
Diners Club and Discover, was $327.7 billion, according 
to Bankcard Holders of America, a non profit industry 
group. That's a lot of plastic. 

Consumers Digest, March-April 1995 

And if you are a typical consumer, i.e., a preferred 
and valued customer, meaning you keep your credit 
cards "maxed out" or at least make sure there's a good, 
healthy balance rolling over from month to month, it is 
highly unlikely your consumer debt will ever be paid 
off. You will continue to pay this month for food you 
consumed years ago, clothes you'd long since given 
away, and other stuff you'd undoubtedly completely for
gotten about. 

Cosmopolitan, May 1995 

Richard Mahoney, distinguished executive in resi
dence at the Center for the Study of American Business 
at Washington University in St. Louis and the former 
chairman of Monsanto sees no reason to worry about the 
growing consumer debt. "People are in control of their 

22 

Money Management and a Credit Society 

own lives," he says. "If they choose to go into debt, they 
have a reason." 

Others see the debt as more of a societal problem 
than an economic one. Edward Wolff, a New York 
University economist, says consumer debt reflects a 
worrisome change in the American way of life. 

High levels of debt are both a symptom and a cause 
for "the growing anxiety of the middle class," he says. 
"Average family incomes have been stagnating for the 
last 20 years, and people are having a tougher and 
tougher time making ends meet. This is what's forcing 
them to go into debt." 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, February 8, 1996 
Observe 
1. Ask your parents or another person of their generation 
about the availability of credit when they were your 
age. What was their attitude toward credit then? 

2. Over the last two weeks, list the number of times you 
received offers of credit (e.g., over the phone, through 
the mail, etc.) and from whom (e.g., Banks, Airlines, 
Telephone companies, etc.). 

3. Ask three friends or co-workers how they use credit. 
(e.g., for large purchases, for everything, for groceries, or 
not at all). List the ways you use credit. 

4. Is your level of debt greater, lesser, or about the same 
as 10 years ago? (Keep in mind inflation and the differ
ence in your family income.) 

Judge 
1. How has the change in availability and attitude 
toward credit affected money management today? 

2. How does use of credit affect our ability to serve God? 
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3. In what ways is it possible for the ease of consumer 
credit to enslave us? 

4. How do we use credit responsibly? 

5. What should children be taught about the use of credit? 

Act 
1. Get a copy of your credit report and correct any errors. 
Contact one of the credit reporters listed below for a free 
copy of your credit report. 

TRW 1-800-392-1122 
Equifax 1-800-685-11 1 1 
Trans Union 1-800-851-2674 

2. Pay cash for something you might otherwise buy on 
credit. Take the interest you save and donate it to your 
favorite charity instead. 

3. Discuss money management with your children at 
their level of understanding. 

4. List your debt payments next to your take home pay 
for last month on a sheet of paper. If your debt is too 
high, consider contacting your free local credit counsel
ing service through their national toll-free number 1-800-
338-CCCS. 

5. Volunteer to start or sponsor a money management 
seminar for people in your church, neighborhood, or 
community. 

6. Choose an appropriate action of your own. 
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Money Management and a Credit Society 

Preparation for the next meeting: 
1. Date ________________ _ 

Time ________________ _ 
Place ________________ _ 

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Dear God, I surrender to You my wealth, I surrender to You my 
debts. Whatever fear I have about money, please remove this fear 
from my mind. Whether I believe that money is scarce, or money is 
too important, or money is bad, or money is unspiritual, whatever my 
ideas are that block me, and You know what they are dear Lord, please 
help me. I wish to have whatever abundance You see fit for me. I 
want monei; to flow freely into me, and through me, that it might 
bless my life and the lives of others. 

Marianne Williamson, Illuminata 
New York: Random House, 1994 
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FOUR 

Consumerism 
and 

Materialism 
GATHER AND PRAY 

LEADER: Take a deep breath of life and 
consider how it should be lived .... Call nothing 
your own except your soul. Love not what 
you are, but only what you may become. Do 
not pursue pleasure for you may have the 
misfortune to overtake it. Look always 
forward: in last year's nest, there are no birds 
this year.* 

ALL: Lord, help us to live life as you 
would have us, to become what you want of 
us, and to pursue a future with you at its 
center. Amen. 

Reconnect 

Report on Actions 

Scripture Reflection 

*Cervantes, Don Quixote 

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish but 
inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind 
Pharisees! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, then 
the outside will be clean. 

Matthew 23: 25-26 
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Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How 
hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the king
dom of God!" The disciples were amazed at his words. 
So Jesus again said to them in reply: "Children, how 
hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a 
camel to pass through [the] eye of [a] needle than for one 
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 

Mark 10: 23-25 

- What specifically was Jesus referring to when he 
called the teachers of the law and Pharisees "hypocrites"? 
- How seriously do we take Christ's admonition? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

Americans are spiritually adrift when it comes to 
making decisions in the realm of personal economics. 
Although most still carry with them the legacy of 
America's colonial past-the Protestant work ethic, for 
example, and the Christian admonition against worship
ing the false god mammon-their sense of rectitude is 
vague and uneasy. Once stern and prescriptive in 
worldly matters, religion has become nothing more than 
a source of psychological uplifting, a tool of therapy 
that buttresses individual choice and lets people feel 
good about whatever code of conduct they choose. The 
ironic result ... is that those who describe themselves as 
committed churchgoers often have their materialistic 
and workaholic tendencies reinforced by their beliefs. 
Consequently, the faithful go about their lives pretty 
much the same as those who have no faith at all. 

Observe 

Wray Herbert, "Coin and the Spirit" 
U.S. News and World Report, Sept. 26, 1995 

1. Share an example of an appeal to our tendency to 

28 

Consumerism and Materialism 

greed and self-indulgence (e.g., advertising, television, 
print media, etc.). 

2. Name a recent media-influenced purchase you and 
your family made. 

3. Make a list of necessities and luxuries in your home. 

4. Report a time when your religious values influenced 
your use of money. 

5. Report on how well the needs of local charities are 
being met by the local community. 

Judge 
1. What guides our decisions about the use of money? 

2. How do we use money to separate ourselves (physi
cally or symbolically) from "the rest"? How do we use it 
to bring us together (physically or symbolically) with 
others? 

3. What does our use of money and goods tell us about 
our commitment to Christian priorities? 

4. How can we bring religious values to the marketplace? 

Act 
1. With your family discuss the concept of stewardship 
and how that might apply within your community. 

2. With your family, discuss how materialism has affect
ed your lifestyle. What changes could you make? Choose 
one change and do it. 

3. Evaluate your use of money in light of your Christian 
values. Adjust your use of money accordingly. 

29 
Christian Families Copyright Christian Family Movement 1996



Christian Family Movement 

4. Choose an appropriate action of your own. 

Preparation for the next meeting 
1. Date ________________ _ 

Time ________________ _ 

Place~----------------

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
[based on Matthew 6:19-21] 

LEADER: Do not lay up for yourselves an earthly treasure. 
Moths and rust corrode; thieves break in and steal. 

ALL: Lord, help us to remember the fieeting value of things and 
the permanence of Your love. Help us as we seek our treasure in You; 
our hearts will be with You also. 

LEADER: Make it your practice instead to store up heavenly 
treasures, which neither moths nor rust corrode nor thieves break in 
and steal. 

ALL: Lord, keep us mindful of Your commandments and faithful 
to Your will.Be with us as we seek our treasure in You; our hearts will 
be with You also. 

LEADER: Remember, where your treasure is, there your heart 
is also. 

ALL: Lord, keep us mindful that You are our treasure; You are 
our heart. Help us as we seek our treasure in You; our hearts will be 
with You also. Amen. 

Consumerism and Materialism 
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FIVE 

Cultural Diversity 

GATHER AND PRAY 

Dear Lord, 
We gather together to thank you for the 

richly diverse world you have made for us. Help 
us to cherish and nourish that variety. Thank 
you also for the diversity that is in our group. 
Help us to use that diversity to see the world 
more fully by seeing it through the eyes of others. 
Be with us today as we explore your creation. 
Help us to understand it better and love it more. 
Amen. 

Reconnect 

Report on Actions 

Reflection 
When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were 

all in one place together. And suddenly there came from 
the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled 
the entire house in which they were. Then there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and 
came to rest on each one of them. And they were all 
filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in different 
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At this sound, they 
gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused 
because each one heard them speaking in his own lan
guage. They were astounded, and in amazement they 
asked, "Are not all these people who are speaking 
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Galileans? Then how does each of us hear them in his 
own native language? ... We have heard them speaking in 
our own tongues of the mighty acts of God." They were 
all astounded and bewildered, and said to one another, 
"What does this mean?" 

Acts 2:1-12 

The body is one and has may members, but all the 
members, many though they are, are one body; and so it 
is with Christ. It was in one Spirit that all of us, whether 
Jew or Greek, slave or free, were baptized into one body. 
All of us have been given to drink of the one spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

-How does God unite a diverse people? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

I note the obvious differences 
in the human family. 
Some of us are serious, 
some thrive on comedy. 

Some declare their lives are lived 
as true profundity, 
and others claim they really live 
the real reality. 

The variety of our skin tones 
can confuse, bemuse, delight, 
brown and pink and beige and purple, 
tan and blue and white. 

I've sailed upon the seven seas 
and stopped in every land, 
I've seen the wonders of the world, 
not yet one common man. 
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Cultural Diversity 

I know ten thousand women 
called Jane and Mary Jane, 
but I've not seen any two 
who really were quite the same. 

Mirror twins are different 
although their features jibe, 
and lovers think quite different thoughts 
while lying side by side. 

We love and lose in China, 
we weep on England's moors, 
and laugh and moan in Guinea, 
and thrive on Spanish shores. 

We seek success in Finland, 
and born and die in Maine. 
In minor ways we differ, 
in major we're the same. 

I note the obvious differences 
between each sort and type, 
but we are more alike, my friends, 
than we are unalike. 

We are more alike, my friends, 
than we are unalike. 

Maya Angelou, "Human Family" 
I Shall Not be Moved, New York: Bantam Books, 1994 

" ... the 'melting pot' theory has always been and will 
remain merely a myth until people realize that cultural 
ignorance is the basis for such inconsistencies in our 
multiracial stew. 

We Americans must realize that educated under
standing, not ignorant stereotype, is the path toward 
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that mythical melting pot." 
Excerpted from Perspective, Chicago Tribune 

Observe 
1. What elements of diversity are in your community? 
Church? Neighborhood? Workplace? 

2. Answer for yourself and ask two people of different 
cultural backgrounds: 

a) How do you maintain your cultural heritage? 
b) How important is it to be part of the larger culture 
of the community? 
c) What values do we share? 

3. How much do your friends and family reflect 
cultural diversity? 

Judge 
1. How do our attitudes affect the way we interact with 
people of other ethnic backgrounds, races, or cultures? 

2. How is your faith reflected in your attitudes toward 
those of different cultures? 

3. What does your church do to minister to people of dif
ferent cultures? 

4. Jesus was a Middle Eastern Jew. If he lived in your 
neighborhood, would you recognize him? Accept him? 
What would your response be? What should it be? 

Act 
1. Attend an ethnic cultural event (e.g., Cinco de Mayo, 
Santa Lucia, Kwanzaa) as a family outing. (Many states 
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publish a calendar of events that include ethnic festivals.) 

2. Invite a person or family of a different ethnic group, 
culture, or religion to share a meal with you. 

3. Hold an international potluck at church and share 
recipes and stories. 

4. If there is a college or university in your community, 
become a host family for an international student. 

Preparation for the next meeting: 
1. Date ________________ _ 

Time ________________ _ 
Place ________________ _ 

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Dear God, We join in prayer to celebrate this nation and 
surrender its destiny to you. We give thanks in our hearts for the 
founding of this country. We give thanks for and bless the souls of 
those who came before us to found this nation, to nurture and to save 
it . We ask that God's spirit now fill our hearts with righteousness. 
May we do our parts in the healing and the furtherance of our 
country. May we be cleansed of all destructive thoughts. May 
judgment of others, bigotry, racism, and intolerance be washed 
clean from our hearts. May the dreams of our forefathers be realized 
in us, that we may live in honesty and integrity and excellence with 
our neighbors. May this country once again become a light unto the 
nations of hope and goodness and freedom. May our nation be given 
a new light, the sacred fire that once shone so bright from shore to 
shore. May we be repaired. May we be forgiven. May our children 
be blessed. May we be renewed. Amen. 

Excerpted from "Prayer for America" 
Marianne Williamson 
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SIX 

Life 
By All Means? 

GATHER AND PRAY 

0 Lord, we ask your blessings upon us as 
we gather in Christian fellowship. Fill us with 
your wisdom and discernment as we seek the 
path of knowledge. For if we are to be "the light 
of the world" and "the salt of the earth" we must 
seek your truth. Amen. 

Reconnect 

Report on Actions 

Reflection 
Threats which are no less serious [than abortion and 

infanticide] hang over the incurably ill and the dying. In 
a social and cultural context which makes it more diffi
cult to face and accept suffering, the temptation becomes 
all the greater to resolve the problem of suffering by 
eliminating it at the root, by hastening death so that it 
occurs at the moment considered most suitable. 

Various considerations usually contribute to such a 
decision, all of which converge in the same terrible out
come. In the sick person the sense of anguish, of severe 
discomfort, and even of desperation brought on by 
intense and prolonged suffering can be a decisive factor. 
Such a situation can threaten the already fragile equilib-
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rium of an individual's personal and family life, with 
the result that, on the one hand, the sick person, despite 
the help of increasingly effective medical and social 
assistance, risks feeling overwhelmed by his of her own 
frailty; and on the other hand those close to the sick 
person can be moved by an understandable even if mis
placed compassion. All this is aggravated by a cultural 
climate which fails to perceive any meaning or value in 
suffering, but rather considers suffering the epitome of 
evil, to be eliminated at all costs. This is especially the 
case in the absence of a religious outlook which could 
help to provide a positive understanding of the mystery 
of suffering. 

Pope John Paul II, The Gospel of Life, 1995 

I implore you, brothers, be as I am, because I have 
also become as you are. You did me no wrong; you 
know that it was because of a physical illness that I orig
inally preached the gospel to you, and you did not show 
disdain or contempt because of the trial caused you by 
my physical condition, but rather you received me as an 
angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 

Galatians 4:12-14 

- What roles do illness and suffering play in our 
faith journey? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

A case receiving national attention focused on a 
newborn's right to life. Marie had some minimal level 
of relational potential and was reasonably pain-free. 
She wa& born to a teenage single parent who had been 
cast out of her home by her parents. The infant was 
thought to have Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. She 
was resuscitated and then was diagnosed as having 
some other neuromyopathy. Symptomatically she had 

40 

Life - By All Means 

sustained some asphyxia-induced brain damage, could 
not breathe unassisted, had central nervous system dam
age and had little body movement. Physicians noted that 
Marie "could see," "could smile," but she never did 
much more than that. One pediatrician noted that she 
was "kind of on the borderline" of any relational poten
tial guide. He suggested that Marie's level of interaction 
was comparable to that of higher animals, to a beloved 
dog, perhaps. There were several opinions as to what 
was in Marie's best interests-life or allowing her to die. 

Richard C. Sparks, CSP 
To Treat or Not to Treat 

New York: Paulist Press, 1988 

Is insertion of a gastrostomy tube highly invasive 
and highly risky? Or is it a minor medical procedure? 
The case of Mary Hier indicates the answer may depend 
upon one's social status. 

Ninety-two year old Mary Hier had lived in mental 
hospitals for more than half her life. She thought she was 
the Queen of England. She was not terminally ill, but 
because of a non-malignant defect (esophageal lesion), 
she had received food by means of a gastronomy tube 
for over ten years. 

When in an unexplained incident, the tube became 
dislodged, the care facility sought to replace the tube, 
but her court appointed guardian refused permission. 
The court, agreeing with denial of permission, stated 
that implanting the tube was a "highly intrusive and 
highly risky procedure." 

Just as Mary Bier's case was being reported in a 
Boston newspaper, another story appeared in the same 
paper. It concerned a 94-year old woman who was 
doing well following "minor surgery to correct a nutri
tional problem." The surgery was performed on an 
outpatient basis under local anesthesia. 

The woman's name? Rose Kennedy. 
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The minor surgery? Insertion of a gastrostomy tube. 
For Mary Hier-elderly, demented and without fami

ly-it was described as "highly invasive and highly 
risky." For Rose Kennedy-matriarch of a rich and pow
erful family- it was a "minor medical procedure." 

Last minute intervention by Massachusetts physician 
Joseph Stanton and attorney Robert Ledoux resulted in 
Mary Hier's tube being reinserted. And at last report, 
Mary Hier continues to live comfortably and happily
still singing her name "Mary Hier, Queen of England." 

Observe 

Russell E. Smith, Ed., 
Critical Issues in Contemporary Health Care, 

Pope John XXIII Medical-Moral Research and 
Education Center 

1. Find out your church's teaching regarding "extraordi
nary means" in medical care. Find out the medical 
profession's meaning of "extraordinary means." 

2. Talk to family and friends. What issues have they 
faced in dealing with appropriate care for someone who 
was terminally ill? To whom did they turn for advice? 
What process did they use to make their decisions? 

3. Obtain and read a copy of a medical power of attorney 
for health care from your state medical board or local 
hospital. 

4. Learn the procedures hospitals in your community use 
to resolve questions regarding extraordinary means of 
preserving life. 

5. Federal law requires a hospital to inform an incoming 
patient about a living will, but cannot require a 
patient to sign one. What information does your local 
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hospital provide for incoming patients to aid in their 
decision making? 

Judge 
1. Discuss the two case studies cited in Social Inquiry. 
What factors are important in deciding on the issue of 
extraordinary means? 

2. Does the age of the patient affect your judgment of the 
situation? How about socioeconomic background? 
Insurance status? 

3. How does your relationship to the patient affect your 
decision regarding care? 

4. How do the laws in your state regarding extraordi
nary medical means conform to the teachings of 
your faith? 

Act 
1. Invite a person from the hospice program to a parish 
meeting focused on the care of the terminally ill. 

2. Obtain information on medical power of attorney, a 
living will, and organ donation. 

3. Prepare a clear statement of your wishes concerning 
your future medical care. Inform your family and physi
cian of your wishes. 

4. As an individual, family, or group offer support and 
assistance to a family undergoing a medical crisis (e.g., 
transportation assistance, meals, child care, prayer, being 
with them). 
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5. Become better informed by reading one of the following: 

Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life), 
March 25, 1995. 
John J. Paris and James J. Murray, "Medical Futility and 
Physician Refusal of Requested Treatment." Clinical 
Ethics Report, Vol. 7, Nos. 2 and 3, 1993. 

6. Choose an appropriate action of your own. 

Preparation for the Next Meeting: 
1. Date ________________ _ 

Time ________________ _ 
Place ________________ _ 

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

Dear God in heaven, 
We praise you for the gift of free will that enables us to make 

choices. 
And we pray that you would fill us with your wisdom and 

discernment when we make these choices. 
Teach us, Lord, to seek your will and to follow it. 
Teach us, Lord, to be a light to the world. 
Show us how we may serve as a Christian witness by the 

choices that we make. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

Life - By All Means 
1" 
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SEVEN 

Fairness 
in the 

Workplace 
GATHER AND PRAY 

Dear God, 
As I go to work today, may Your spirit go 

with me. May my work in the world be a vehicle 
for your love. May it fulfill a divine mission. 

May it shine and light up all darkened 
places. 

Go with me, Lord. 
Show me how to love and forgive each per

son, that I might carry Your light to all I meet." 
Marianne Williamson, Illuminata 

Reconnect 

Report on Actions 

Reflection 
"The kingdom of the heavens is like a landowner 

who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. 
After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. Going out about nine 
o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
and he said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard, and I 
will give you what is just.' So they went off. [And] he 
went out again around noon, and around three o'clock, 
and did likewise. Going out about five o'clock, he found 
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others standing around, and he said to them, 'Why do 
you stand here idle all day?' They answered, 'Because 
nobody has hired us.' He said to them, 'You too go into 
my vineyard.' When it was evening, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, 'Summon the laborers and 
give them their pay, Beginning with the last and ending 
with the first.' When those who had started about five 
o'clock, each received the usual daily wage. So when the 
first came, they thought they would receive more, but 
each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving 
it they grumbled against the landlord, saying, 'These last 
ones worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us, who bore the day's burden and the heat.' He 
said to one of them in reply, 'My friend, I am not cheat
ing you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give 
this last one the same as you? [Or] am I not free to do as 
I wish with my own money?' ... " 

Matthew 20:1-15 

- Was it fair for all the workers to receive the same 
wage? Why or why not? 
- What does this scripture tell us about the generosity 
of God? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

I am referring, for example, to the principle of fair
ness, out of which our whole concept of equity and jus
tice is developed. Little children seem to have an innate 
sense of the idea of fairness even apart from opposite 
conditioning experiences. There are vast differences in 
how fairness is defined and achieved, but there is 
almost universal awareness of the idea." 
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Stephen R. Covey, Seven Habits of Highly Effective People 
New York: Fireside Press, 1989 

~ 

Fairness in the Workplace 

Observe 
1. Give examples of how the resolution of a workplace 
conflict affected work and family relationships? 

2. Give examples of how corporate reorganization (e.g., 
layoff, downsizing, rightsizing, merger, relocation,. 
restructuring) has affected your own, your family's, 
or the community's sense of security and commitment 
to work? 

3. Report on the personnel policies of your workplace 
(e.g., hiring practices, wages, benefits, working condi
tions, grievance procedures, use of temporary and part 
time employees). 

4. Report an incident when employee reaction was 
similar to the response of the workers in the field cited 
in the scripture passage. 

Judge 

1. Are employers today establishing fair hiring practices 
and setting fair wage standards for employees? How do 
they reflect the generosity of thevintner? 

2. How can a company be both caring and competitive? 

3. What are the responsibilities of the employer to the 
employee? Of the employee to the employer? 

Act 
1. Suggest a meeting with coworkers and management 
to discuss the fairness of policies in the workplace. 

2. Review the Family Medical Leave Act. (This can be 

49 
Christian Families Copyright Christian Family Movement 1996



Christian Family Movement 

obtained from your library, the personnel office of your 
work place, or the local office of your member of 
Congress.) 

3. Make a change in your work habits or attitude that 
will be more fair to your employer/ employees. 

4. Join or become more active in your union. 

5. Choose an appropriate action for your own creation. 

Preparation for the Next Meeting: 

1. Date-------------~---
Time ________________ _ 

Place. ________________ _ 

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

"T his is a new day; may it not be darkened by yesterday's 
unforgiveness. 

Instead, dear Lord, may we begin anew with new strength, new 
creativity, new power, new love. 

If I am the employer, make me kind and compassionate. 
Show me the art of leadership. 
If I am the employee, make me kind and compassionate. 
Show me the art of service. 
For we are in Your service, Lord, and here to lead the earth out of 

darkness into light. 
May our work do this, through Your power within us. 
And so it is. 
Amen." 

Marianne Williamson, llluminata 
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Fairness in the Workplace 
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EIGHT 

A Christian 
Response to a 

Violent Society 
GATHER AND PRAY 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 

0 Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 
seek to be consoled, as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand; 
To be loved, as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Reconnect 

Report on Actions 

Reflection 

Prayer of St. Francis 

-Read Genesis 4 :1-16 prior to the meeting. 

I" 
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For this is the message you have heard from the 
beginning: we should love one another, unlike Cain who 
belonged to the evil one and slaughtered his brother. 

1 John 3:11-12 

"You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth.' But I say to you, offer no resis
tance to one who is evil. When someone strikes you on 
[your] right cheek, turn the other one to him as well. If 
anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, 
hand him your cloak as well. Should anyone press you 
into service for one mile, go with him two miles. Give to 
the one who asks of you and do not. turn your back on 
one who wants to borrow. 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall lbve 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be children of your heavenly Father, 
for he makes his sun to rise on the bad and the good, 
and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust." 

Matthew 5:38-45 

- What do these scripture passages tell us about the 
human condition? 
-How do I respond when I feel wronged? Evaluate this 
in light of the scripture. 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

The expression "rule of thumb" comes to us from old 
English law, in which a man was allowed to beat his 
wife as long as the stick used in the beating was no larg
er than the diameter of the man's thumb. 

"Nonviolence is the answer to the crucial political 
and moral questions of our time; the need for man to 
overcome oppression and violence-without resorting 
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A Christian Response to a Violent Society 

to oppression and violence." 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

" ... violence can not be destroyed by counter-violence. 
Mankind has to get out of violence only through non
violence. Hatred can only be overcome by love." 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Observe 
1. Ask two or three friends or neighbors and answer 
for yourself: What restrictions did your parents' place 
on you because of concerns about violence? What 
restrictions are placed on children today because of 
this concern? 

2. Ask two children if they have fears about violence. If 
so, what are they? 

3. List words, phrases, slang, or lyrics used today that 
express a violent attitude or acceptance of violence. 

4. Assign members to report on models of conflict reso
lution being used in schools, church, workplace, families. 

5. Share an experience of an incident in which a poten
tially violent situation was resolved in a non-violent way. 

Judge 
1. How will violence in today's society affect our chil
dren's sense of security and their future? 

2. What does the use of violent phrases or lyrics have on 
behavior in our society? 

3. What can I and my family do to make our environ
ment less violent? 
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4. How can the example of the life of Christ guide me in 
making my own environments more peaceful? 

Act 
1. Contact a shelter for battered women. Determine if 
they have needs that your family or your CFM group 
can meet. Do something to help meet that need. 

2. Discuss with your family the Family Pledge of 
Nonviolence. Contact the Parenting for Peace and Justice 
Network at 314-533-4445 or ppjn@aol.com for more 
information about the pledge. Investigate the Families 
Against Violence Advocacy Network. 

3. Sponsor a conflict management workshop or seminar 
for your faith community. 

4. Make one change in your lifestyle which will help alle
viate factors contributing to violence. 

5. Pray for peace. 

6. Choose an appropriate action of your own. 

Preparation for the Next Meeting: 
1. Date _______________ _ 

Time ________________ _ 

Place -----------------

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

Sing (or read together) "Let There Be Peace On Earth." 

Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me; 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 
With God our Creator, 
Children all are we. 
Let us walk with each other 
In perfect harmony 
Let peace begin with me, 
Let this be the moment now. 
With ev'ry step I take, 
Let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment 
In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 

Sy Miller and Jill Jackson 
Copyright© Jan-Lee Music, 1955, renewed 1983 

57 
Christian Families Copyright Christian Family Movement 1996



NINE 

Laity 
and 

the Church 
GATHER AND PRAY 

LEADER: Lord, as you approached your time 
of danger and suffering, you prayed to your Father 
for your disciples. Your prayer for them was unity. 
"I pray not only for them, but also for those who 
believe in me through their word, so that all may be 
one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, that the world may believe that 
you sent me" (John 17:20-21, New American Bible, 
1986). 

ALL: Lord, as we face the next millennium, we 
pray that you bring us the unity you sought for 
your disciples. May we put aside our struggles for 
greatness and power and accept our roles as part of 
your body. By this unity, may we show your light 
to the world and lead our brothers and sisters to 
greater glory in you. We ask this through you, our 
Lord and Savior and brother. Amen. 

Reconnect 

Report on Actions 

Reflection 
For as in one body we have many parts, and all the 

parts do not have the same function, so we, though 

ti 
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many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of 
one another. Since we have gifts which differ according 
to the grace given to us, let us exercise them: if prophesy, 
in proportion to faith; if ministry, in ministering; if one is 
a teacher, in teaching; if one exhorts, in exhortation; if 
one contributes, in generosity; if one is over others, with 
diligence; if one does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Romans 12:4-8 

What is the province of the laity? To hunt, to shoot? 
To entertain? These matters they understand, but to med
dle with ecclesiastical matters, they have no right at all. 

Letter from Monsignor Talbot 
to Archbishop Manning of 

Westminster, England, 1867 

- Do the passages differentiate between the clergy and 
the laity? 
- To what extent does the Scripture recognize the differ
ent roles of Christ's faithful? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

All too often, the Church in America appears to 
be in a struggle against itself. Clerics vs. lay persons. 
Conservatives vs. liberals. Hierarchy vs. congregational
ism. Married priests vs. celibate priests. Inclusiveness vs. 
exclusiveness. In the struggle, some become institution
alists, persons whom Eugene Kennedy in Tomorrow's 
Catholics/ Yesterday's Church: The Two Cultures of American 
Catholicism (Harper and Row, 1988) describes as First 
Culture Catholics, that is, those who emphasize, stand 
by, and work diligently to protect the institution and its 
lines of control over the church at large. Others he 
describes as Second Culture Catholics, that is, those for 
whom Catholicism is a way of life, "those who have 
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enough to do managing the problems of their everyday 
existence, taking care of the young and the old, as well 
as themselves. They are absorbed not by institutional 
issues but by the demands of the simplest virtues-faith, 
hope and love-that are literally and symbolically the 
breath of their days." 

The success of the Church in the next millennium will 
therefore be measured by the degree to which all of 
Christ's faithful can find their true role within the Body 
of Christ, and allow others to find their true roles as well. 

"Although those in Holy Orders may sometimes be 
engaged in secular activities, or even practice a secular 
profession, yet by reason of their particular vocation, they 
are principally and expressly ordained to the sacred min
istry. ... But by reason of their special vocation it belongs 
to the laity to seek the Kingdom of God by engaging in 
temporal affairs and directing them according to God's 
will. They live in the world, that is, they are engaged in 
each and every work and business of the earth and in the 
ordinary circumstances of social and family life which, as 
it were, constitute their very existence." 

Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 
Vatican II, Lumen Gentium 

Pope John Paul II cites eight areas in need of atten
tion of the laity today in his apostolic exhortation 
Christifideles Laici: promoting the dignity and rights of 
the human person; fostering respect for life; supporting 
religious liberty and respect for the rights of conscience; 
assisting marriage and family life; carrying on the works 
of charity; serving in public office; promoting social and 
economic justice; engaging in the evangelization of cul
ture." 

Russell B. Shaw, To Shoot, To Hunt, To Entertain: 
Clericalism and the Catholic Laity. 

San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1993 
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Observe 
1. List the functions performed by the ordained ministers 
in your church community. 

2. List the functions performed by the laity in your 
church community. 

3. What are the gifts that you bring to the church, the 
Body of Christ? 

4. Assign a member or members of the group to deter
mine what efforts are being made in your church 
community to address the needs defined in 
Christifideles Laici. .. 

Judge 
1. What functions of the church properly should be 
reserved only to the laity or to the ordained minister? 

2. How is clericalism (the assumption that ordained min
isters are dominant over the laity) or congregationalism 
(assumption of authority by majority vote of church 
members) harmful to church unity? 

3. How can attention to the eight areas of need identified 
by Pope John Paul II help build up the Body of Christ? 

4. What unique strengths and weaknesses does the laity 
have to offer to meeting these needs? What strengths do 
I have? 

5. How much of the controversy within the Church is 
due to lay persons attempting to assume clerical func
tions and clerics attempting to assume lay functions? 
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Laity and the Church 

Act 
1. Invite an ordained minister, priest, deacon, or religious 
to your home for dinner. 

2. Volunteer to perform certain "lay ministries" within 
your church community. 

3. Find a way to employ your gifts for the Body of Christ. 

4. Choose one of the eight needs of the laity most in need 
of attention in your church community and work to 
meet that need. 

5. Choose an appropriate action of your own . 

Preparation for the Next Meeting: 
1. Date ______________ _ 

Time ______________ _ 

Place ______________ _ 

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Join hands to symbolize the unity of the Church and pray The 
Lord's Prayer. 
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TEN 

Communications 
Technology: Savior 
or False Prophet? 

GATHER AND PRAY 

Life has gotten confusing, complex and 
full of pressures, God. I am pulled this way and 
that way by too many demands and desires. 

It is impossible to be my best self in the 
midst of this . Yet 'it is also hard to know how 
to make life simpler. 

Help me to choose, God. 
Everything I do seems like something I 

should do, and yet I know that if I do not 
stop doing some things I will be able to do 
nothing well. 

And if I do not leave peace and quiet to 
listen to you, I will fail you, myself and others. 

Reconnect 

Avery Blake 
Plain Prayers for a Complex World 

New York: Reader's Digest Press 

Report on Actions 

Reflection 
Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide 

and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those 
who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate 
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and constricted the road that leads to life. And those 
who find it are few. Beware of false prophets, who come 
to you in sheep's clothing, but underneath are ravenous 
wolves. By their fruits you will know them. 

Matthew 7:13 

Science and technology by their very nature require 
unconditional respect for fundamental moral criteria. 
They must be at service of the human person, of his 
inalienable rights, of his true and integral good, in con
formity with the plan and the will of God. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church,Washington, D. C.: 
U.S. Catholic Conference Publishing Services, 1994 

"' 
- How does the ease of modern technology leave us 
vulnerable to the "wide gate" and "broad road" to 
destruction of which we are warned in Matthew? 
- Where have the moral perils of science and technolo
gy been most prevalent in our homes? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

Communications technology has expanded far 
beyond the imaginations of people merely one generation 
ago. From radio and television have come videos, cable 
and satellite television, communication by facsimile, 
videoconferencing and electronic mail, telephone 
answering machines, caller ID. The information super
highway, and interest in it, have exploded in recent 
years. The uses and abuses of this new technology have 
posed issues among politicians, businesses, educators, 
and families. 

In 1996, the White House urged Congress to adopt 
legislation that would require the installation of a com
puter chip in all televisions, allowing parents to screen 
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out programming they consider inappropriate for their 
children. The computer chip is called the V-chip. America 
Online (AOL), a computer online service, surveyed its 
members about the V-chip. While not a scientific sam
pling, 55 percent of those responding supported the 
concept of the V-chip. 

Some opinions expressed by AOL subscribers: 
• "As a mother of four small children, trying to raise 

them with a strong sense of personal responsibility in an 
age of demoralization, I wholeheartedly support the idea 
of the mandatory V chip. It is difficult enough to train 
children in this era and I'm afraid many of today's TV 
programs make it even more difficult. They are being 
exposed to things they are not ready for. I say let's allow 
our children the opportunity to view the beneficial pro
grams without exposing them to the detrimental ones." 

• "We already have a V-chip. It is called the on and 
off switch. Learn to use it in regards to your children. 
The industry should not be responsible for the raising of 
our children. It is unbelievable the number of people 
who are looking for outside help to raise their children. 
Try communication, and maybe spend a little time with 
them. I have found that educating the children works 
better than anything." 

At an address to the Democratic National Committee 
Presidential Gala on June 28, 1995, President Clinton 
spoke briefly about today's technology. He stated: 

"Technology is a blessing beyond all belief .... A kid 
in a rural school district in the Ozark Mountains with 
only five or six people in the senior class can get on 
the Internet now and hook into a library in Australia 
and do a research paper on volcanoes .... But that same 
technology can expose that child's younger brother or 
sister to unbelievable pornography and can teach a 
deranged person who's smart enough to use a com-
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puter how to make a bomb, just like the one that blew 
up Oklahoma City." 

The White House Office of the Press Secretary 
Distributed on line via AOL 

Observe 
1. Ask two people and your children what interests or 
excites them most about communication technology and 
why. 

2. Do an inventory of communication technology devices 
in your home and ask two others to list the communica
tion technology devices (e.g., number of telephone lines, 
call waiting, caller ID, telephone answering machine, fax 
machine, personal computer, Internet access, video game 
player, etc.) 

3. Answer for yourself and ask two others: 
A) How many hours are spent on a personal computer 
weekly on average? At work? At home? 
B) How many hours are spent with the TV or VCR? 
C) How has use of a PC made the greatest impact in 
the household? 
D) What aspects of modern technology communicate 
and reinforce your family's values? 

Judge 
1. How can communications technology be used to 
develop Christian values? 

2. To what degree has the presence of communications 
technology in your home isolated family members from 
one another? Brought members together? Do the posi
tives outweigh the negatives? 
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3. How have the fruits of communications technology 
strengthened or weakened the sense of community in 
your family? In society? 

4. What are our responsibilities as Christians in the use 
of modem technology? 

Act 
1. If you have a connection to the Internet, "surf the net" 
to find faith related topics. 

2. Connect to the CFM home page at 
http:/ /www.cfm.org. 

3. Investigate the access minors in your community have 
to inappropriate materials by means of technology. Take 
an action to appropriately control this access. 

4. Choose an appropriate action of your own. 

Preparation for the Next Meeting: 
1. Date ____________ __ _ 

Time _______ _______ _ 

Place ___________ ___ _ 

2. Tum to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Let Thy works praise Thee, that we may love Thee; and let us 
love Thee, that Thy works may praise Thee .... 

Confessions of Saint Augustine 13.33.48 
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ELEVEN 

A Christian 
Response to 

Homosexuality 
GATHER AND PRAY 

"G ive me, 0 Lord, a steadfast heart, 
which no unworthy affection may drag down
wards; give me an unconquered heart, which no 
tribulation can wear out; give me an upright 
heart, which no unworthy purpose may tempt 
aside. Bestow on me also, 0 Lord my God, 
understanding to know you, diligence to seek 
you, wisdom to find you, and a faithfulness that 
may finally embrace you, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen." 

Reconnect 

Report on Actions 

Reflection 

St. Thomas Aquinas 
Prayer for a Steadfast Heart 

Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery and made 
her stand in the middle. They said to him, "Teacher, 
this woman was caught in the very act of committing 
adultery. Now in the law, Moses commanded us to 
stone such women. So what do you say?" They said 
this to test him, so that they could have some charge to 
bring against him. Jesus bent down and began to 
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write on the ground with his finger. But when they con
tinued asking him, he straightened up and said to them, 
"Let the one among you who is without sin be the first 
to throw a stone at her." Again he bent down and wrote . 
on the ground. And in response, they went away one by 
one, beginning with the elders. 

John 8:3-9 

Stop judging, that you may not be judged. For as 
you judge, so you will be judged, and the measure with 
which you measure will be measured out to you. Why 
do you notice the splinter in your brother's eye, but do 
not perceive the wooden beam in your own eye? 

Matthew 7:1-3 

- How have you "cast the first stone"? 
- How do you feel about these scriptures when con-
fronted with sin? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

Most experts believe that sexual orientation is not 
learned; sexual activity is learned. Hence, in assigning a 
moral value to homosexuality or making a moral judg
ment on a gay person, one must necessarily distinguish 
between the morality of sexual orientation and the 
morality of sexual activity. Sexual orientation is a neutral 
reality. From the point of view of Christian morality a 
homosexual orientation is neither right nor wrong just as 
a heterosexual orientation is neither right nor wrong. 
Homosexual activity, just as heterosexual activity, is the 
subject of moral judgment. 

The number of men and women who have deep
seated homosexual tendencies is not negligible. They 
do not choose their homosexual condition; for most of 
them it is a trial. They must be accepted with respect, 
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compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrim
ination in their regard should be avoided. These persons 
are called to fulfill God's will in their lives and, if they are 
Christians, to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord's Cross the 
difficulties they may encounter from their condition. 

Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By the 
virtues of self-mastery that teach them inner freedom, at 
times by the support of disinterested friendship, by 
prayer and sacramental grace, they can and should grad
ually and resolutely approach Christian perfection. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

Observe 
1. What was your attitude toward homosexuality when 
you were growing up? What is it now? 

2. Report on ways in which you show your attitude to 
your children. 

3. Report an event or hiring policy in your workplace 
that indicates an accepting or judgmental environment 
for gay people. 

4. Report on ways your worshiping community reaches 
out to the homosexual community. 

5. Report on laws in your community that relate directly 
(or indirectly) to homosexuals. 

Judge 
1. In what ways are the practices and laws in your local 
community regarding homosexuality compatible with 
your Christian principles? In what ways incompatible? 

2. How is the manner in which your worshiping congre-
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gation responds to homosexuals in accord with the 
teachings of Jesus? What more needs to be done? 

3. What is my Christian responsibility to influence my 
family members, friends, and neighbors in regard to 
homosexuals? 

4. What issues regarding homosexuality do you think 
will confront us in the new millennium? What would be 
the Christian response to those issues? 

Act 
1. Volunteer some time to a church committee or.group 
which has an outreach to those suffering from AIDS or 
who are HIV positive. 

2. Read to inform yourself on some aspect of issues 
touching the gay community. 

3. Ask a member of the clergy to assist you in locating 
recent and pertinent church documents which will 
deepen your understanding of your faith's position on 
homosexual orientation and actions. 

4. Join a group which is working to change govern
mental policy relating to homosexuals. 

Preparation for the Next Meeting: 
1. Date _______________ _ 

Time ______________ _ 

Place ---------------

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

LEADER: "You are a child of the universe, 
No less than the trees and the stars; 
You have a right to be here. 
And whether or not it is clear to you, 
No doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. 

Therefore be at peace with God, 
And whatever your labors and aspirations, 
In the noisy confusion of life 
Keep peace with your soul. 
With all its sham, drudgery, arid broken dreams, 
It is still a beautiful world."* 

ALL: Lord, help us to remember when we fail to understand 
your plan for us, you remain with us always to comfort us and 
guide our days . 

*Max Ehrmann, from "Desiderata," 1927 
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TWELVE 

Family 
and 

Work Pressures 
GATHER AND PRAY 

"w; e move so fast, God, and sometimes we 
see so little in our daily travels. Slow us down. 
Create in us a desire to pause. Help us to pursue 
moments of contemplation. Help us to see in a 
deeper way, to become more of what speaks to us of 
beauty and truth." 

Joyce Rupp, May I Have This Dance? 
Notre Dame, Ind.: Ave Maria Press, 1992 

Reconnect 

Report on Actions 

Reflection 
There is an appointed time for everything, and a time 

for every affair under the heavens. A time to be born 
and a time to die; a time to plant and a time to uproot 
the plant. A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to 
tear down and a time to build. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moths and decay destroy, and thieves break in 
and steal. But store up treasures in heaven, where nei-
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ther moths nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there also will your 
heart be. 

Matthew 6: 19-21 

- How does your life compare to the life of balance pro
claimed by Ecclesiastes? 
- What are our riches? Where are they stored? 

SOCIAL INQUIRY 

Today more members of the family are in the work 
force. Our work has positive and negative effects.on our 
home life. Pressures of modern life can drain us physi
cally, emotionally, and spiritually.· 

Families are burdened by the economic demands of 
affording housing, health care, child care when needed, 
education, and seeing that sick or elderly members 
receive proper care. Unemployment, or the fear of losing 
a job haunts many families. 

Follow the Way of Love 
A Pastoral Message of the 

U.S. Catholic Bishops to Families, 1993 

At work you think of the children you have left at 
home. At home you think of the work you've left unfin
ished. Such a struggle is unleashed within yourself. Your 
heart is rent. 

Golda Meir 
In Each Day a New Beginning 

San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1982 

We all need a refuge, a safe harbor in which to 
rest and be replenished-a sanctuary created by the 
magical mysteries of our imagination. Such a haven 
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might be a beautiful, green sheltered garden where we 
meet talk with and are comforted by a wise and loving 
advisor. In our often fragmented days, it is important 
for us to create such a sanctuary, a place from which to 
gather the courage, strength, and balance to creatively 
live our daily lives. An inner garden is often the most 
powerful solace we can find. 

Sue Patton Thoele, The Woman's Book of Courage 
Berkeley: The Condri Press, 1991 

Observe 
1. Before coming to the meeting, prepare a list of pres
sures you and your family face. 

2. Ask your parents or other persons of an older genera
tion how they balanced work and family responsibilities. 

3. Ask two or three friends if their jobs are just a 
paycheck, or are they a fulfilling part of their lives? 

4. Give an example of a time when your job responsibil
ities had a negative impact on your family? 

5. Where is your sanctuary or peaceful setting? 

Judge 
1. How do the pressures of blending family and work 
differ for this generation of adults from those faced by 
older generations? 

2. What value do we teach children by our attitude and 
commitment to our jobs? 

3. How is your spiritual life affected by family and 
business pressures? 
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4. How does your "inner garden" strengthen you to meet 
your daily responsibilities? 

Act 
1. Ask members of your family to describe, in words or 
pictures, their image of your work. 

2. To give your child a better understanding of your 
work life, take him or her to work with you for a day. 

3. Take a day off from work to spend with your family. 

4. Find your sanctuary or peaceful setting. ... , 

5. Evaluate how you spend your time and decide as a 
family what changes you will make. 

6. Choose an appropriate action of your own. 

Preparation for the Next Meeting: 
1. Date ________________ _ 

Time -----------------

Place -----------------

2. Turn to the next meeting. Read aloud the Observes to 
prepare for the next meeting. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

Leader: ... The clock of life is wound but once 
And no one has the power 
To tell just when the hands will stop 
At late or early hour. 

Now is the time you own 
Live-love-toil with a will 
Place no faith in "Tomorrow" 
The clock may then be still ... 

From 'The Clock" 
Author Unknown 

ALL: "O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows 
lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and 
the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your 
mercy grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

John Henry Cardinal Newman 
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THIRTEEN 

Moving into the 
Future with Faith: 

An Evening of 
Reflection 

The approach of a milestone such as the beginning of 
another millennium should provoke serious thought and 
vision of the opportunities and challenges which are 
beginning to form for the future. After the Observes, 
Judges and Acts of the preceding meetings this evening 
gives us the chance to pause and prayerfully develop 
our Christian response in the light of four challenges to 
be active and responsible as individuals, as families and 
as community. 

Place a lighted candle in the middle of the group and 
sing "Be Not Afraid." 

Scripture 
He presented himself alive to them by many proofs 

after he had suffered, appearing to them during 40 days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God.While meeting 
with them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for "the promise of the Father about which you 
have heard me speak; for John baptized with water, but in 
a few days you will be baptized with the holy Spirit." 
When they had gathered together they asked him, 
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"Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
of Israel?" He answered them, "It is not for you to know 
the times or seasons that the Father has established by 
his own authority. but you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes down on you: then you are to be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, 
yes, even to the ends of the earth." When he had said 
this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him from their sight. 

They were still gazing up into the heavens when two 
men dressed in white stood beside them. They said, 
"Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking up 
at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken from you will 
return, just as you saw him go up into the heave\!;s." 

The apostles returned to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's 
journey away. When they entered the city, they went to 
the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and 
John and James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alpheus; 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these 
devoted themselves with one accord to prayer, 
together with some women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his brothers. 

Acts of the Apostles 1:3-14 

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were 
all in one place together. And suddenly there came from 
the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it was 
heard all through the house where they were seated. 
Tongues as of fire appeared which parted and came to 
rest on each one of them. And they were filled with the 
holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as 
the Spirit enabled them. 

Acts of the Apostles 2:1-4 
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- In what ways can this present time in our families be 
described as forty days of preparation by the Lord? Like the 
apostles, are we being transformed not so much for our own 
sake but rather for a mission to the world? 

- It is not for us to recapture Jesus' historical life as an exact 
blueprint for our imitation, but how can we move into the 
future speaking and working in Jesus' name? 

- Gifted by God with the creative Spirit, how can your family 
release its divine energy and proclaim God's mighty works for 
a new millennium? 

FOUR CHALLENGES 

As Christian families we are always called to answer 
the Lord's call and to develop our gifts in an active and 
responsible way so that His mission in this world can be 
accomplished though us. Our anticipation of the millen
nium needs to be shaped by open-minded wonder and 
careful listening to God's creative Spirit. Such an 
approach can be focused more clearly through the four 
challenges of holiness, community, mission and 
Christian maturity. 

The Challenge of Holiness 
It is in the day-to-day realities of our lives that we 

experience the challenges and joys of life in the Spirit 
-most deeply of all in Christian marriage and in family 
life. Marital intimacy, the loving care of children, single 
parents' struggles for their families, the care of aging 
family members, the acceptance of loss and the battle 
with addictions are all means of grace. In addition, we 
find in our spiritual lives the primacy of relationships
with family, friends, neighbors, worshiping community 
-which help us form ever deeper bonds with Jesus. 
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Growth in holiness in response to the call of the Lord 
makes demands and poses challenges. This evening let 
us highlight just two: 1) to make a clear connection 
between holiness and generous, active service, especially 
to those who are poor in our society; and 2) to adopt the 
Christian tradition of a simple lifestyle in the light of our 
responsibility for the stewardship of God's gifts and the 
urgent need for a more just distribution of these gifts. 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 
Take a minute or two for personal reflection, then discuss: 

- How does your own life experience call you to care for some 
area of human need? What is it? ,,. 

- What changes in your family are needed in order to live 
more simply? 

The Challenge of Community 
Experience of the renewed outpouring of the Spirit of 

Pentecost in our times has stimulated a great desire for 
experiences of deeper Christian community, especially in 
our families and churches, In both we continue to learn: 
to live faithfully, particularly when change strikes and 
upsets our comfortable ways; to be life-giving by our 
welcome and care of children and our reaching out in 
service to the needy; and to grow in our understand of 
the equality of all persons created in God's image. 

We are called to participate in a "new evangelization." 
This means sharing the good news of Jesus personally 
through the witness of our lives and challenging, 
through the power of the Gospel, those values, judg
ments, patterns of behavior, sources of inspiration and 
models of life which are inconsistent with the world of 
God and the plan of salvation (cf. Evangelization in the 
Modern World, 19). , 
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CFM and other small Christian communities offer an 
important and unique means of preparation for the "new 
evangelization." They help their members to persevere 
in their faith and mission, providing both inspiration 
and practical support, and to prepare for engagement 
with the world outside their community as well as deep
ening their relationships within it. 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 
Take a minute or two for personal reflection, then discuss: 

- What experience of Christian community have you had? 
How valuable for your Christian growth is this CFM group or 
other small community? 

-How do you think this CFM group can help you participate 
in a "new evangelization?" 

The Challenge of Mission 
Every Christian has a responsibility to answer 

Christ's call to mission and to develop the gifts she or he 
has been given by sharing them in the family, the work
place, the church and the civic community. Lay women 
and men become the salt of the earth in all those places 
and circumstances where only through them is Christ 
made present, no more strikingly than in family life 
where the work "of evangelization is carried out by 
Christian parents is original and irreplaceable" 
(Familiaris Consortia, 53). 

We need to emphasize the importance of the laity's 
witness and service within the family and within the 
social, political, professional and cultural life of our soci
ety. All our Christian churches, in respectful collabora
tion and mutual support, should make common cause 
around this endeavor. 
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Questions for Reflection and Discussion 
Take a minute or two for personal reflection, then discuss: 

- When have you really felt ministered to? From this experi
ence, what conclusions would you draw about the meaning 
and purpose of mission/ministry? 

- In what areas of you'r life do you feel Christ's call to 
mission/ministry? How are you responding to that call? 

The Challenge of Christian Maturity 
Holiness, community and mission are facets of our 

Christian life which come to full expression oncy as we 
develop and grow toward Christian maturity. Facing a 
new millennium this challenge draws special attention 
to the attitudes and behaviors which signal new levels 
of such maturity. 

Care for Children: As mature people of faith we 
need to foster the natural resilience in children and 
youth, especially those lacking the stable presence of 
family and to help them discover meaning in their 
lives and gain energy to press forward, especially 
though informal and understanding contact, such as 
coach or neighbor, or just taking the time to listen. 

Respect for Differences: This respect is rooted in 
humility and understands that unity does not require 
uniformity. We also need to search for common 
ground with all people of good will and try to devel
op dialogue that is clear, sensitive, patient and built 
on trust. 

Participation: Participation in the life and activities 
of our church, society and world is a gift of the Holy 
Spirit, given for the common good. Our responsible 
participation, both individually and in groups, does 
not depend solely on the invitation of others but 
should spring from our own initiative. As we antici-
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pate the results, however, we need to keep in mind that 
we are called to be faithful, not necessarily successful. 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 
Take a minute or two for personal reflection, then discuss: 

- Do you · think you have shown greater Christian maturity 
recently? What are the signs of this? 

- What do you consider the most important responsibility of 
a Christian adult in our society today? 

PRAYERS AND PETITIONS 

Prepare ahead of time or take a few minutes now to make a petition for 
each meeting topic in this program book, keeping in mind both the focus on 
families and and that on the new millennium. 
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