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"There is one institution which 

cannot be replaced by anything 

else, which lies at the root of the 

happiness of mankind, of peace, 

progress and civilization: It is 

the family which is the first cell 

and the first center of life, the 

first home. The family is an 

image of God, of the Blessed 

Trinity." – Cardinal Joseph 

Cardijn (1882-1967), originator 

of the Observe, Judge, Act method. The cause for his 

canonization opened in 2014. 

 2017-18 Program Coming in July! 

 

Loving the Family 

God Gives Us addresses a topic often taken for 

granted.  God has chosen to bring every human being 

into the world as a child – begotten of a man and born 

of a woman.  The relationships with our fathers, our 

mothers, our sisters and brothers greatly impact who 

we are and who we become, ultimately affecting our 

society as a whole.  Loving the Family God Gives Us 

will guide your small group to explore the impact of 

familial relationships from parents and children, to 

in-laws and extended family as well as addressing 

conflicts and intimacy that are a part of these 

relationships.  

Featuring the wisdom of Pope Francis on the topic of 

family love, this program serves as Level 2 of a 3 

level CFM formation series. Meeting Jesus Changes 

Everything is Book One. Book Three will be the 

Embracing the Mission, which expands the CFM 

group’s experience to more fully live the call to be 

missionary disciples in our communities. Groups 

may use the books in any order or in combination 

with any other CFM printed or digital programs, 

however. It is up to your group. 
 

Starting a Grandparent Ministry      

in Your Parish 

The Diocese of Minneapolis-St. Paul is actively 

promoting the CFM program, The Grand Adventure. 

On their website http://rediscover.archspm.org/the-

gift-of-being-grand/, they provide guidance and 

bulletin announcements for leaders that your parish 

could modify. The diocese advises, “Starting a 

Grandparent Ministry of prayer and learning at the 

parish is important, however please be sure to ask 

permission from your Pastor and understand that not 

every parish is in a position to support a new 

ministry.” 

 

Your Donations Support CFM’s Outreach 
Please send your donation in support of CFM’s 

mission to Spring 2017 Donor Appeal or by mail to 

CFM Office, P.O. Box 4779, Woodbridge, VA 

22194-4779. You make a difference for families! 
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“Be doers of the word and not hearers only.” James 1:22 

Loving the 

Family God 

Gives Us 
Reflecting on our many 

different family 

relationships: children, 

parents, siblings, friends, 

and extended relations 
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Forming the Family of Faith - Resources: 
Feeding your Families Soul website has tips for 

teaching your children and grandchildren, from 

Catholic author Donna-Marie Cooper O'Boyle. 

http://www.feedingyourfamilyssoul.com/  She says, 

“As Christians, we understand that God calls us to be 

shining witnesses of our faith, which will ultimately 

help others, too. In order to be salt and light to a 

hungry world—a living sign of the presence of the 

risen Lord and a credible witness capable of opening 

hearts and minds—there’s no question about it: we 

must start in our homes. The firm foundation 

established in a Christian home spills out into the 

world as the family grows and is involved in 

community life.” 

+++ 
 

New Chaplain 

in Irvine, CA, is 

Priest, 

Husband,        

and Father 
 

Chapter leader 

Greg Herr reports 

that Father Glenn 

Baaten has 

accepted the role as Chaplain for their joint CFM 

group in Orange County, California (St. Joseph 

Catholic Church, Placentia & Blessed John Henry 

Newman Catholic Church, Irvine). 

 “With over a decade as a Presbyterian pastor and 

now as a Catholic priest, Fr. Glenn brings enormous 

experience and wisdom (not to mention, pastoral 

enthusiasm!) to his vocation as priest, father, friend, 

husband. Along with his wife, Cathy, Fr Glenn will 

encourage us in our vocation as marrieds, remind us 

of our calling, and let us know what is on his mind 

about married/family life in the Church. He will also 

offer a pastoral blessing reinforcing our commitment 

to Christ and the Church. We will plan to have Fr. 

Glenn (and Cathy, if available) visit us annually as 

part of CFM, pray with and for us, and bless us.” 
 

+++ 

 

Follow the CFM Blog – Reflections on the 

Sunday Gospels from a Family 

Perspective: At Home with Our Faith 
 
 

 

 

In Step with Our Bishops 
 

CFM will have a delegation at the Convocation of 

Catholic Leaders in Orlando, FL, July 1-4, joining 

more than 3,000 leaders invited by their bishops to 

participate in planning robust evangelization efforts 

in American society. See more about the 

Convocation here. 

 

 
 

Bishop George Rassas, Auxiliary of Chicago, 

joined the CFM Board of Directors at their Winter 

Board meeting, hosted by Mike and Cathy Glazzy 

(right), at St. Joan of Arc parish in San Ramon, CA. 

Bishop Rassas will attend the Summer Board 

Meeting in July, to be held in Pittsburgh, PA. 
 

Philippines CFMers Take Pro-life Action 
 

CFMers in the Philippines are speaking out in 

defense of the family values under assault by recent 

government policies. Jose Sison wrote in his local 

newspaper: “These are the times indeed when we 

should be more vigilant in protecting core values 

and principles especially those enshrined not only in 

our Constitution but in our Christian Faith. And for 

this purpose, we can be more effective if we join 

organizations or act as a group protecting life, 

marriage and family.” He goes on to describe the 

roots and activities of CFM in his country. See the 

full article here.  

++  CHRISTIAN FAMILY MOVEMENT-USA   www.cfm.org     Send news to: director@cfm.org  ++ 

CFM and “The Benedict Option” 
 

“Isolation, sorry to the hermits out there, is not the 

best way to follow God’s desire for his adopted 

and holy people who should go about 

transforming those they meet.” Read Deacon Jim 

Miles’ essay here. 
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