
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

CFM was invited to participate in the first ever 

Convocation of Catholic Leaders July 1-4, 2017, in 

Orlando. John Przybysz, Sue and Wayne Hamilton, 

and Fr. Don Conroy represented CFM in the meeting 

of over 3500 Catholics from many dioceses, 

movements and organizations. The methodology of 

the convocation was Observe, Judge, Act – well 

known to us CFMers! -- reflecting on Pope Francis’ 

Joy of the Gospel. 

 

Summer Board 2017 Meets in Pittsburgh 
 

 
CFM Board of Directors and their families gathered 

with local CFMers at St. Philip/Ascension Parish in 

Pittsburgh in July for their semi-annual meeting. 

Bishop George Rassas of Chicago, CFM’s liaison 

with the US Bishops Conference, spent the weekend 

with the Board, urging them to reach out to hurting 

families and help married couples succeed. A 

highlight of the weekend was a visit to St. Anthony 

Chapel in Troy Hill, home to the largest collection of 

publicly venerable Christian relics – 5,000 in total – 

in the world outside of the Vatican. The Board 

welcomed new team members Kathy and John Loy 

of Illinois and National Chaplain Fr. Louis 

Golamari. The group had a presentation by Fr. Don 

Conroy, past national chaplain on “Christian 

Families Responding to the Signs of the Times,” 

with a call to make a difference in society, and 

enjoyed a family picnic with local CFMers. 

 

Parish Service Idea: Marriage Project 
Invite couples to experience a marriage enrichment 

series, using CFM’s mini-series. See details at Our 

Marriage: A Work in Progress and/or Our Marriage: 

A Spiritual Journey. Contact CFM office to get the 

PDF files. Or mix and match from the two programs 

to meet your parish needs. Great way to introduce 

CFM to your friends at church. 
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Family Focus on the Sunday Gospel 

Follow CFM’s Blog, At Home in Our Faith, 

and get some down-to-earth talking points 

for the ride home from church!  

https://saintanthonyschapel.org/primer
https://saintanthonyschapel.org/primer
http://www.cfm.org/our_marriage_wip_toc
http://www.cfm.org/our_marriage_wip_toc
http://www.cfm.org/our_marriage_sj_toc
http://www.cfm.org/our_marriage_sj_toc
mailto:office@cfm.org?subject=Program%20materials
http://www.cfm.org/
file:///C:/Users/lprzy/Documents/CFM%20Exec%20Dir/ACT%20Newsletter/CFM%20News%20Content/ACT%20July%202017/director@cfm.org
http://www.cfm.org/blog


Super Resource: Ten 

Great Dates Video 

Program for Couples 

NACFLM members David and 

Claudia Arp, have videos and 

couple’s discussion books, that 

your CFM group can use to 

reach out to couples. Each video date launch runs 

about 10-minutes. You can run all ten dates in back-

to-back weeks, split it up into two sections of five 

weeks each, or whatever works best for you. Visit 

https://www.10greatdates.org/products/10-great-

dates-dvd-curriculum to order and learn more. 

 

 

2017 Program Now Available! 
Reflecting on Pope Francis’ Joy of Love 

 
 

CFM in ACTION across the USA 

Each year, CFM Animators throughout the country, 

contact local leaders to learn about their activities. 

Your group may find some ideas for actions here: 

 

DES MOINES, IOWA -- Jean and Terry Smith at 

Holy Trinity Parish, report “Every year on a 

Saturday night the group goes to a food kitchen in 

the basement of a Methodist church, providing and 

serving food to people in a poor neighborhood.  

They coordinate with other groups.” 

 

ARVADA, COLORADO -- Gerry and Elaine 

Spann-Fitzgerald at Spirit of Christ Catholic 

Community tell that last Christmas the group 

adopted a family.  “A couple of members went to 

meet the family, and the members split up the gift 

purchases and took the gifts to a Christmas party. 

 

Lapel Pins are here! 
Wear our CFM logo proudly to 

church and events! Soft Enamel, 

Gold Plating, ¾ inch pin with 

butterfly back attachment. Order 

from the National Office for $5 

each, free shipping. 

 

PITTSBURGH, PA -- Nelson and Susan Caro group 

at St. Maurice participated in the Catholic Charities 

Love Walk for the poor this past November. This 

annual youth-focused event attracts several hundred 

young people throughout the Diocese who walk a 

mile carrying donations of non-perishable foods for 

East End Cooperative Ministry and baby-care items 

for Catholic Charities. 

 

WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA – The St. Boniface 

group, led by Joe and Linda Hasser, is in charge of 

putting out the large crèche at Christmas. 

 

ALTOONA, PA – St. Rose of Lima’s groups, with 

Joe and Pattie Fromknecht, worked together with 

other local groups to prepare and serve hot meal to 

“needy” at a community center on Veterans Day. 

 

TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA -- Diana Pullara 

reports that her group at St. Catherine has a 40-year 

tradition of a special family Good Friday event.  

 

PALOS VERDES ESTATES, CALIFORNIA -- 

Frank and Joan Lee at St. John Fisher parish list 

these actions for their group: Feeding the homeless 

in Wilmington; sponsoring the Giving Tree at 

Christmas; and making Easter baskets for at-risk 

Long Beach Children (Shelter in Place).   

 

ATWATER, CALIFORNIA -- St. Anthony’s group 

has served meals to the homeless twice during this 

CFM year. “This action seems to get everyone 

participating, and the children really seem to enjoy 

this also,” group leader Noemi Ruano said. 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA - Margie and Larry 

Murchan’s CFM at Queen of the Apostles serves 

donuts and hospitality at church every Sunday! Now 

other parish groups are also volunteering. 

Loving the 

Family God 

Gives Us 
Finding actions of love 

and service in our many 

different family 

relationships: children, 

parents, siblings, friends, 

and extended relations 
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