
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 2019 

Will you come? 2019 

Summer CFM Convention in 

Washington DC to 

commemorate 70th 

anniversary, connect friends 

across the US and energize 

our Movement. We need to hear from you. Please 

respond to this short Survey before November 1. 

Grow CFM: Each One, Reach One! 
Keep an open door: Be open to inviting new 

members to join your group throughout the year. 

Look here for tips for successful meetings and 

helpful announcements and much more information 

for Starting/Renewing/Continuing CFM.  

 

Pilgrimage to Ireland  
Travel with CFM friends and Fr. 

Don Conroy, past National 

Chaplain. Package includes flights 

and registration at the WMOF.  

Optional pre-tour of Knock and 

Galway. For more information, visit 

http://www.pilgrimages.com/nif/  

 

Families are key influencers for vocations 
National leaders from vocation, evangelization, 

youth, young adult, multicultural ministries, Catholic 

marriage and family groups, religious and diocesan 

formation and communication organizations in the 

USA, Mexico, and Canada met in Chicago at the end 

of August to discuss ways of collaborating to support 

and increase priestly and consecrated vocations.  

Vice President couple, Brian and Mary Ann 

Thelen (above, center) represented CFM. The J.S. 

Paluch Company has generously supported 

vocation ministry, particularly through its 

underwriting of this seminar for over 30 years.  The 

Thelens observed, “It was reiterated over and over 

again that focusing on the family as an influence for  

 

 

priestly and consecrated vocations is of primary 

importance.”  

They saw two ways that the Christian Family 

Movement might be of assistance in our own realm 

of influence:   

1) Help parents to grow in understanding their role 

of helping their children to live out their baptismal 

vocation as well as discern their state of life 

vocation. Sometimes the term “vocation” scares 

children and parents away from intentionally 

discerning their place in God’s design.  By educating 

parents that vocational discernment for their children 

can and should include the religious life, the 

consecrated life and marital life, discernment will 

hopefully become a more normal part of parental 

formation.   

2) A complication to those discerning 

religious life can also be unsupportive parents.  The 

causes of this lack of support by parents is something 

to explore as well as ways of remediating this 

obstacle for those who are discerning was expressed 

as a valuable effort to undertake.   

 

CFM Gives Groups What They Need 
A great benefit of belonging to CFM is our program 

materials for all kinds of groups. Mike and Cathy 

Glazzy, St. Ann San Ramon ordered Called to 

Justice: “Our groups meet all year round and since the 

recent program books are usually 8 chapters long, we 

will use this digital book as a supplement next spring 
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and summer.” John and Jan Dogger and their group 

at St. Ambrose, Brunswick, Ohio are using Called to 

Wisdom in their group of senior members this year. 

Sheila and Ed Osterhaus and their Omaha, NE, 

group are using Loving the Family God Gives Us. 

Their diverse group includes a mix of single adults 

and couples of diverse ages. Kathleen Colligan, who 

works for the Diocese of Syracuse, NY in the Family 

Life/Respect Life Office, used The Grand Adventure 

for a grandparenting series at a retreat house. Deacon 

Fred Cornwell at St. Luke the Evangelist parish in 

Ankeny is ready to move into formation of groups” 

“We have begun with bulletin announcements and our 

priest, who experienced CFM at his last assignment, 

has mentioned CFM in his homily last weekend. We 

are going to do an announcement at all the Masses this 

coming weekend with a table for sign-up in the 

narthex.  I have a young couple who have taken the 

lead on this and we have hopes of beginning with a 

kickoff meeting in October.” 

Diocese of 

Lansing features 

CFM Couple’s 

Witness 
 

Vice-Presidents 

Brian and Mary 

Ann Thelen told their 

diocesan magazine 

how CFM taught 

them to “step out in 

faith and trust God.” 

Brian exclaims, “We need to think bigger! There is 

such a wealth of gifts that people have to share at 

every stage and circumstance in life. The Christian 

Family Movement has helped Mary Ann and me live 

our faith and strengthen our marriage since we 

answered that invitation in 1989. It could do the 

same for you.” Mary Ann says, “It organically 

fosters leadership. God was asking us to share this 

blessing with others.” Read the whole article here. 

And great photos here (Pages 16-18 of the Issue). 

 

Family Activity: Talking about Taxes                    

A Piece of the Pie is a family activity about fairness 

that might help your family understand the feelings 

of the haves and the have nots. It can feel normal to 

complain about taxes. Who wants to pay more 

money? Yet there's also a lot of political talk about 

how the top 1% don't pay their fair share. Bonus 

resource from author of Parenting Pointers and 

Marriage Moments, family counselor Susan Vogt.  

For the Grandparents 

in Your Life, a new 

book by Dr. Lauri 

Przybysz, CFM 

Executive Director and 

Past President, focuses on 

5 challenges and 5 

opportunities of being a 

grandparent, either for the 

first time or many times. 

Lauri, grandmother of 21, 

shares her experience and 

wisdom: “Grandparents today need to shift a little in 

their approach to the younger generation” while at 

the same time remembering that “Grandparenting is 

our special vocation and life’s work that God has 

called us to.” Paperback, 64 pages, $7.95. Available 

on Amazon. 

Lapel Pins are here! 
Wear our CFM logo proudly to church 

and events! Soft Enamel, Gold Plating, 

¾ inch pin with butterfly back 

attachment. Order from the National 

Office for $5 each, free shipping. 

 
Online Formation Opportunity:  

Families Celebrating the Sacraments:         

From Formation to Transformation 
 

Learn ways to pass on the faith at home. You are 

invited to free three-part webinar series for pastoral 

and ministry leaders and teachers on engaging 

parents around the sacramental touchstones within a 

family’s life. CFM is a member of the National 

Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers, co-

sponsor of the series. Register to participate live 

(Oct. 17 at 2:00 pm EDT) or receive the links to 

view the recorded sessions later: 

http://www.nfcym.org/sacramental-living-webinar/  

 

Read CFM’s Blog for Gospel insight 

and find many more resources for 

successful groups at http://www.cfm.org/ 
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