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Closeness in the Time of Global Health Crisis 

- A  message from the President Couple 

As families and individuals we find ourselves living in unprecedented 

times with the global outbreak of COVD-19, with reports that change 

daily and sometimes hourly. As a movement, we pledge to pray for 

our Church and government leaders, researchers, healthcare workers 

and first responders, for healing for those affected by the virus and 

that all of you might be safe. Be assured that the mission and spirit of 

the Christian Family Movement is alive and well even in this time of uncertainty.  

We are committed to being the hands, feet and heart of Christ, connecting ourselves through our 

domestic churches as we sadly see events that only a few short weeks ago seemed impossible, our 

local churches and cathedrals being required to limit or suspend liturgical gatherings. If we are not 

be able to attend Mass in person, we can still join televised liturgies. In these coming days, as we 

gather around our tables and eat together, let us be reminded of the Lord's Supper. Let our homes 

be sacred places where mercy and forgiveness, love and self-sacrifice are evident. Love Jesus, live 

family, and be friends in this unprecedented time.    

We encourage you to explore using the phone and virtual means/communications as opportunities 

to pray and meet together as the body of 

Christ.  We encourage you to look for new ways 

that Christ may be calling you to make a differ-

ence in your own sphere of influence. The mission 

of the Christian Family Movement is more im-

portant now than ever as we strive to keep con-

nected in a world that is requiring more physical                    

isolation. May God bless and protect each one of 

you and your families. We thank you for your         

solidarity with us, living the observe, judge and act 

way of life to make a difference wherever you may 

be. May God bless us all. 

   - Brian and Mary Ann Thelen 

CFM’s New Look and Logo 

As CFM enters its eighth decade of commit-

ment to marriage and family life and the        

desire to make a difference in the world 

around us, we know that we have a treasure 

in CFM that we want to pass on to the next 

generation. To help make our hopes a reality, 

the CFM National Board sought the creative 

expertise of the young professionals at 5 

Stones Group, a Catholic marketing firm. We 

worked closely with their creative team for 

six months, guiding them to understand 

CFM’s mission and our vision for the future. 

You see the most visible fruit of our efforts in 

our new logo, but there is more!  

    - Continued on Page 4 

More Resources for Responding during 

the Covid-19 Emergency are on Page 3. 
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New Board Members Recall CFM’s Roots 

Colorado CFM members, Eugene and Linda Nuccio, have been 

elected to serve on the National CFM Board of Directors. They  

are members of Spirit of Christ Catholic Community in Arvada and 

parents of three sons and four grandchildren.  

“We have received much from CFM. CFM became our  extended 

family as we moved across the country for nearly five decades. We 

believe we can share our perspective of many years in CFM, while 

still looking forward to what CFM can be in the 21st century.” 

“By the time we joined CFM in the mid-1970’s, CFM had evolved 

into an international organization and survived the tumultuous 

changes of the 1960’s in the U.S. The CFM we experienced         

included members from religious denominations beyond the Cath-

olic Church and single (widowed and divorced) moms. These different definitions of ‘family’ continue 

to be evident in our CFM experience in Colorado. However, the core of the OJA lifestyle remains as 

true today as it did when we joined CFM in the mid-1970’s.”  

We (CFM) need to observe today’s challenges and judge (Gene prefers the word “reflect”) 

thoughtfully, objectively, and compassionately to both what we have observed and the underlying 

patterns these observations  reveal.  Finally, and most importantly, we (CFM) needs to address in 

meaningful ways what we have discovered during our observe/judge journey.”  

Tell Your Story of Responding to Covid-19 

Your family, group, parish and community actions are an essential part of the Christian Family 

Movement. Share what you are doing to put your faith into action and make a difference in society, 

especially at this challenging moment. Pictures help tell the story.  

Please email photos and news to director@cfm.org  by the 24th of the month for ACT. 

Illinois CFMers Respond to Crisis Needs 

School and workplace closings due to Covid-19 have 

left many of our neighbors without reliable meal 

sources. In response to the pandemic, members of Our 

Lady of the Wayside Parish CFM groups in Arlington 

Heights collected donations for Catholic Charities 

Food Pantry. Chapter leaders, Cathy and John Loy, 

made their porch the collection point for canned 

soups, fruit, vegetables, meats, rice, noodles, and        

personal care items. Check with your local charities to 

find out how your group can help. 
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Being Church in the Time of Coronavirus 

CFM groups can continue to support one another by meeting virtually. 

Here is a plan for meeting to Observe, Judge and ACT: “Responding with 

Faith to the Covid-19 Health Emergency.” It is posted on the front page 

of our website for free access. If you like the meeting, let others know 

and if you would, please send the office an email with your feedback. 

During this time when gathering for Sunday worship is either cancelled 

or not recommended, churches are urging their members to find ways to continue to keep holy the 

Lord’s Day. Congregations are turning to virtual ways of assembly, with live- streamed and recorded 

worship services and preaching. Catholic leaders are encouraging those who are missing Mass to 

make an act of Spiritual Communion, a well-established devotional practice of uniting one’s self in 

prayer with Christ’s sacrifice when circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy Communion. 

Many faith leaders are offering additional online prayer resources to pray for the sick, for an end to 

the coronavirus, for health care workers and those whose labor makes our welfare possible.   

The meaning of "church" is literally "those 

who are gathered," and yet we cannot. Here 

is a good article about sustaining community 

during this crisis, "Taking Church Online in a 

Coronavirus Age," by Jay Kim of the Gospel 

Coalition: https://

www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/church-

online-coronavirus-age/   

Care for Your Marriage Now 

Marriage Enrichment experts, Terri and John 

Bosio, offer a Free Program for Couples, to 

help you stay connected and remember 

what is important in life. Watch it together 

with your spouse. The program consists of 

four short videos about the virtues that help 

us keep sanity in our life: Prudence, Justice, 

Courage, and Temperance.            

Available at  https://www.the-virtues.net/

online-free-program/  

If you like the program, let others know and 

if you find it helpful, please drop the authors 

a note at: jbosio1@aol.com.  

Using Your “Found Time” Well 

As Covid-19 related cancellations impact lives all 

over the world, we are challenged to offer "non-

gathered ministry."  

Share Marriage Moments and Parenting Pointers 

emails with your group members on-line or in your 

parish bulletins. Email the national office to receive 

these weekly messages by author Susan Vogt. 

Click this link, COVID-19 CANCELLATIONS - 

THE GIFT OF TIME, for some more ideas. 
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Accessing Members-Only Resources 

Want to preview program books for next year? Want a        

leader guide? Need meeting resources on a specific topic? 

Members may access all CFM program books online by sign-

ing in to their account. If you completed the membership 

form and paid your dues within the past year, you are a 

member. Start by Signing in with the primary email address 

associated with your membership. On the CFM homepage (as seen here) Click SIGN IN for full           

instructions. After signing in, go to "For Members," then go to "Download Program Books - Members 

Only." Choose and download digital materials. Directions on saving and printing are provided. 

 If you need to create an account: Use the email address you provided when you joined CFM 

(or use Facebook or Twitter sign in). If you use a different email address or your membership is 

lapsed, you will not be able to download materials.  

Please contact the National Office if you need                

assistance or to join or renew your membership:   

director@cfm.org or 1-800-581-9824. Glad to help! 

Do You Shop on Amazon? Please take a         
moment to select "Coordinating Committee   
of the Christian Family Movement" as your        
charity of choice.    
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6217705 
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Our New Logo and Look 
- continued from Page 1 

5 Stones has helped us put the strengths of CFM in a 

current context and language that appeals to young 

families. They are guiding us in new methods of         

communication, advertising, networking and promo-

tion. Their expertise in helping make things visually, 

spiritually, and emotionally appealing to the next gen-

eration is necessary if we want to keep meeting the 

needs of the newest families. Our experts have con-

firmed what we already believe: that young families 

are looking for ways to connect with friends who will support family life and put their faith into ac-

tion for others. We hope to  expand our outreach to more young families with a professional, target-

ed advertising and promotion campaign. We are also updating our webpage and web presence and 

are creating material to make it easy for parishes to start and grow CFM.  

CFM is our gift to the next generation, but we need your help with our next steps. All who love 

CFM are invited to help us make that dream a reality. The knowledge and resources necessary to 

keep up with changing technology and the dissemination of information is a costly part of keeping 

the movement vibrant. Think about sharing your story of CFM with all you meet. Consider making a 

generous one-time or recurring donation. Contact office@cfm.org to learn how you can help in other 

ways. Please pray for us! 

Celebrating Sunday at Home? 
PRAY the Scriptures. 

 
READ CFM’s Weekly Gospel         

Reflections Blog for Spirituality   
from a family perspective —  

including  
discussion questions based on the  

Observe, Judge, Act method. 

mailto:director@cfm.org
mailto:director@cfm.org
mailto:director@cfm.org
https://www.cfm.org/sign_in_instructions
https://www.cfm.org/sign_in_instructions
https://www.cfm.org/materials_resources
https://www.cfm.org/join-and-renew-form
mailto:director@cfm.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6217705
https://www.cfm.org/support_cfm
mailto:office@cfm.org
http://www.cfm.org/blog
http://www.cfm.org/blog

