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POLICE INSURANCE AMENDMENT CLEARS SIGNATURE HURDLE 

 

Today a ray of hope emerged after a very grim week: the City of Minneapolis certified that the 

Committee for Professional Policing (CfPP) submitted enough signatures for the Police Insurance 

Amendment to be placed on the ballot for a November 8 vote. 

 

CfPP submitted over 15,000 signatures, with the city certifying 7,054 signatures as valid.  6,869 

signatures of registered voters are needed to get the measure on the ballot. 

 

“This effort is grassroots democracy at its finest,” stated Dave Bicking, Campaign Chair.  He added, “It 

has been 19 years since a charter amendment has been put on the ballot by citizen petition.  The 

numbers show that this measure has tremendous community support.” 

 

The next step is for the city council to vote to put the measure on the ballot.  The city council is tasked 

with determining the ballot language but can only refuse to put the measure on the ballot if it violates 

the law.  After careful legal research, CfPP crafted the measure to comport with state and federal laws. 

 

Despite the good news today, we have been disappointed that the city has failed to follow state law 

and its own rules in this process.  Although registered, a number of Minneapolis voters who signed the 

petition were disenfranchised because their addresses were not an exact match to the voter 

registration list.  As a result, CfPP was required to submit additional signatures after its initial June 2 

submission, creating a greater than two-week delay.  Today we learned that the city council does not 

intend to follow their own published schedule in taking up their final vote.  That schedule shows a July 

22 vote, but today we were told the vote would not occur until August 3rd or even later.  This appears to 

be another stalling tactic to preclude the possibility of a timely legal challenge, if needed.  Had the city 

followed the law from the outset, this measure would have been voted on by the city council on July 1. 

 

“No matter what the city does to try to keep this off the ballot, our legal team is prepared to ensure that 

the people can vote on this important police accountability measure,” stated Michelle Gross, 

Committee for Professional Policing Board Member. 

 

CfPP encourages Minneapolis voters to contact their city council members to demand that the Police 

Insurance Amendment be placed on the ballot. 
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