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HISTORY-MAKING POLICE INSURANCE AMENDMENT PETITION TO BE SUBMITTED 

 

The Committee for Professional Policing, a grassroots organization, will submit approximately 

12,000 petition signatures to the Minneapolis City Clerk.  This is the first step toward placing a 

measure on the ballot that will amend the Minneapolis City Charter to require police officers to 

carry professional liability insurance as a condition of employment.  Once the petition 

signatures are verified by the City Clerk, the amendment is submitted to the Charter 

Commission and then to the City Council for placement on the ballot. 

 

WHAT: Presentation of Signed Petitions to City Clerk 

WHEN: Thursday, June 2, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. 

WHERE: Minneapolis City Hall Lobby, next to Father of the 

Waters Statue 
 

Under the Police Insurance Amendment, the city could pay the base rate for coverage but any 

premium increase due to misconduct would come from the pocket of the officer who caused it, 

providing a significant financial incentive not to engage in bad policing.  Officers will have 

guaranteed coverage—a benefit they don’t have now.  Minneapolis is currently self-insured for 

police incidents, and determines case-by-case whether to cover these incidents.  Funds for 

settlements and judgments of police misconduct lawsuits come directly from taxpayers, with an 

average cost of approximately $2.5 million per year.  Despite this, officers who engage in 

misconduct are almost never disciplined. 

 

“This common-sense approach works much like car insurance.  Just like bad drivers, officers 

who engage in misconduct will see their premiums increase and those who don’t improve may 

eventually be priced out or become uninsurable” stated Dave Bicking, Campaign Chair.  He 

added, “This is also a win for taxpayers, who will no longer have to pay to bail out rogue cops, 

and will increase safety for the community as police brutality incidents are reduced.” 
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