
Forum Meeting
Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Isles Yacht Club
1780 W. Marion Ave. • Punta Gorda, FL

Social:  11:30 A.M.-Noon
Lunch & Meeting:  Noon-1:00 P.M.

March 2018

PEACE RIVER FEDERATED REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S FORUM
P.O. Box 511985  •  Punta Gorda, FL  •  33951-1985

The Forum

Menu
Caesar Salad

Baked Italian Lasagna

Chef’s Choice of
Fresh Vegetables

Bread & Butter
Cookie

Coffee • Iced Tea • Decaf

Members: $20   •   Guests: $22
For reservations, please contact:

Dora Smith
by noon on the Friday preceding

the meeting

email:
peaceriverforum@gmail.com

or call:  941-916-7224

Use PayPal for advance reservations and
memberships here:

www.charlottegop.com/peace_river_forum
(Payment Services).

LUNCHEON CANCELLATIONS
Please email peaceriverforum@gmail.com
or call 941-916-7224 no later than Friday noon
prior to the meeting. Late cancellations may
be charged to the Member, and  invoices may
be issued for payment for all no-shows and
late cancellations.

INFORMATION CHANGES
If you have a change of name, address,
telephone or email address, please contact
Joette Maynard (941-457-0271) or email her on:

joettemaynard@comcast.net

March Speaker: Matt Caldwell,
Candidate for Florida Dept. of Agriculture

       Matt Caldwell is a 7th generation Florida native,
whose family has a long history of being farmers, small
business owners, ministers, and doctors. He was born in
Gainesville but grew up in Lee County where he eventu-
ally met his wife, Yvonne. They live in North Fort Myers,
where Yvonne serves as a teacher and they raise their
beautiful daughter, Ava. After attending local schools in
Lee County, Matt received his Associates Degree from
Edison College and his Bachelor of Arts in History from
Florida Gulf Coast University. He then began his career
as a real estate appraiser with Maxwell, Hendry, &
Simmons in Fort Myers. He has attained the highest state
certification in his field and is qualified as an expert wit-
ness in multiple states and federal court.
        As the son of a teacher and minister, Matt was taught

very early on how important it is to give back to his community by being engaged locally and
by serving in whatever capacity allows him to help others. Much of his formal service started
in college when he volunteered for appointment to various governmental committees regard-
ing financial oversight, audits, Everglades restoration, land use, and transportation, as well as
the constitutional review of the Lee County Charter in 2008.

Matt’s desire to serve his community took him to Tallahassee when he was first elected to
the Florida House in 2010. He has served on several committees during his tenure in the Florida
House, including transportation, tax policy, redistricting, insurance, banking, and local govern-
ment & federal government affairs. He has chaired subcommittees and committees related to
agriculture and natural resources. He currently chairs the Government Accountability Commit-
tee, which oversees subcommittees regarding natural resources and public lands, transporta-
tion and infrastructure, local, federal, and military issues, & oversight of government opera-
tions, such as pensions & elections.

Matt is proud to have sponsored, and had the Governor sign into law, several pieces of
legislation, including: The Andrew Widman Act, providing greater protection from career crimi-
nals; an act relating to Optometry, lowering the cost of, and increasing access to, medical eye
care; as well as acts relating to pensions and term limits. In addition, Matt has always been an
advocate for the 2nd Amendment, cutting taxes, limiting the size and scope of government, and
reducing or eliminating unnecessary regulations on business owners.

As an avid sportsmen with a deep family background in farming, Matt has always been a
champion of issues that impact our environment and the agriculture community. He sponsored
an expansion of the Everglades Forever Act, which will complete Everglades restoration in the
area south of Lake Okeechobee, as well as Legacy Florida, which will permanently fund resto-
ration of the greater Everglades; and fighting Numeric Nutrient Criteria. In 2017, Matt champi-
oned an overhaul of the vaunted Florida Forever program, refocusing the program on land
acquisition with a priority for conservation easements and permanent funding totaling roughly
$3 billion dollars over 17 years.

Because of his desire to serve his community and the state he cares so much about, Matt
has decided to seek higher office and run for Commissioner of Agriculture. He formalized his
campaign in May of 2017 and is busy traveling the state and continuing to build a relationship
with the greater Florida community.



The Forum is paid for by the Peace River Federated Republican Women’s Forum.
Approved by Deborah L. Harrington, President.

2018 Peace River Forum Board of Directors

President ....................................................... Deborah L. Harrington
Vice President ............................................................ Vanessa Oliver
Treasurer .................................................................. Joette Maynard
Assistant Treasurer ..................................................... Christine Lee
Secretary ........................................................ Monica Woodmansee

Treasurer’s Report

PRFRWF Check Register Balance (12/31/17) ................... $6,264.77

Receipts:
Luncheon income................................................... 1,425.65
Membership Dues ...................................................   355.00

Total receipts .................................................. 1,780.65

Disbursements:
Luncheon .............................................................. -1,280.40

Total disbursements ...................................... -1,280.40

PRFRWF Check Register Balance (01/31/18) ................... $6,765.02
Petty cash on hand ....................................................       100.00

PRFRWF Balance (01/31/18) ............................................. $6,865.02

The Minutes

Maureen Garrard and February’s speaker Dena DeCamp.

From the February
Meeting . . .The February 14, 2018 meeting of the

PRFRWF was held at the Isles Yacht
Club. The meeting was called to order
by President Debbie Harrington at 12:05
p.m. President Harrington gave an invo-
cation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Treasurer’s report was presented
and approved. The minutes were ap-
proved as presented.

Officers Present: Debbie
Harrington, President; Vanessa Oliver,
Vice President; Joette Maynard, Trea-
surer; Christine Lee, Assistant Treasurer;
and Kim Feit-Kapela sitting in for Monica
Woodmansee as Secretary.

Dignitaries Present: Guest Speaker
Dena Stebbins DeCamp, President of
Florida Federation  of Republican
Women; Rana Erbrick, Member at
Large; Missi Lastra, FFRW District Rep-
resentative District 7 South; Michael
Grant, State Representative District # 75;
Steve Russell, Florida State Attorney;
Kathy Smith, Public Defender; Kim
Amontree, Charlotte County School
Board, District 2; Vickie Potts, Charlotte
County Tax Collector; Kathleen Coppola,
Charlotte County Airport Authority, Dis-
trict 4; Lynne Matthews, Punta Gorda
City Council, District 4; Nancy Prafke,

Punta Gorda City Council, District 5;
Deborah Mc Mullen, State Republican
Committeewoman; Bob Starr, State Re-
publican Committeeman.

New Business: We moved to adopt
the Bylaws and they were approved and
adopted. Results of the survey was to keep
the venue you the same and to add more
information online. There was a sugges-
tion to have a refresher on civics. There
was a request for dessert. Request for
more volunteers as we need more people
to get involved and/or bring in new people
to volunteer.

Announcements: Dues are due and
anyone who is paid by February 28 will
appear in the directory. Any sponsors and
ads must also be in by this time. Each per-
son was asked to consider making a stand-
ing reservation.

Program: Our guest speaker was
Dena Stebbins DeCamp, President of the
Florida Federation of Republican Women.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:05
p.m. The next meeting will be March 14,
2018.

Respectively submitted,
Monica Woodmansee
Secretary
(taken from notes by Kim Feit-Kapela)


