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NORTH CAROLINA DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Style Guide to Writing Resolutions
Definition and Requirements
A resolution is a formal expression of opinion, will, or intent by an official body or assembled group; a
declaration submitted to an assembly for adoption. All NCDP resolutions must be in writing, preferably
in electronic form as a Microsoft Word document. Handwritten or verbal resolutions will not be accepted
for consideration.

Submission of Resolutions and Platforms
At the precinct meetings, Resolutions will be proposed, considered and adopted. Once they are adopted,
the Precinct Secretary will pass them onto the County Secretary.
The County Secretary is to report the approved resolutions from all precincts, in the county, to the County
Convention. The delegates are to vote on the Resolutions and are to be prioritized at the County
Convention. The County Secretary is to certify and submit the Resolutions to the appropriate District
Secretary(ies) within ten (10) days. The Resolutions from the counties that are not prioritized are to be
passed on to the State Resolution and Platform Committee.
The District Secretaries are to report all the Resolutions from the counties to the District Convention. The
delegates are to vote on the Resolutions and are to be prioritized at the District Convention. The District
Secretary is to report them to the State Chair in five (5) days and the State Resolutions and Platform
committee in ten (10) days.

Structure of Resolutions
A resolution usually is written in four parts: a succinct title, a preamble, a resolving clause (or clauses),
and a submission statement.

Title
A succinct title reflecting the content of the resolution should appear centered and in capital letters. The
resolution title should begin with the words "A RESOLUTION ..."
Example

"A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A STYLE GUIDE FOR FUTURE RESOLUTIONS"

Preamble
A preamble is a brief statement of background or rationale coming before the resolving clause(s).
The purpose of a preamble is to provide information without which the point or the merits of a
resolution are likely to be poorly understood, or where unusual importance is attached to making
certain reasons for an action a matter of record, or the like.
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