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Going to a Child Care Supervisors Meeting? 
 

Here’s what you can do 
 
 
New Funding Formula 
 

The new funding formula changes the way that all child care funding flows from the province to local 
CMSMs and DSSABs to deliver child care in our communities.  
 
Mitigation funding over the next three years means that no municipality will receive less funding for 
the next three years. There should not be cuts to child care services.  
 
Our job is to make sure: 
 

 Every child care dollar stays in child care 

 No child care centre receives any less in operating grants 

 That parent fees do not go up any more and salaries do not go down 

 And finally that there is always  full public consultation before any changes are made 
 
These are incredibly challenging times. Child care has historically been underfunded. To keep our 
centres open many centres have increased parent fees. Now fees in many centres are as high as 
they can go. In fact, some centres have vacancies – not because the need isn’t there, but because 
families can’t afford the high costs.  
 
Today, Ontario parents pay the highest child care fees in Canada.  
 
And over the past 14 years, the wages of early childhood educators have declined by 2.7%.  
 
Full-day kindergarten has made our problems worse. Child care programs has been asked to 
specialize in younger children without funding to ensure affordable child care for parents or adequate 
wages for staff.  
 
On top of that, many of our centres are operating extended day programs and struggling to ensure 
quality and to find qualified staff who are willing to work a split shift.  
 
Your CMSM or DSSAB will now play an even more important role in allocating child care funding. 
This means child care programs in every community must continue to work together to ensure your 
local funding helps sustain our child care programs during these difficult times.  
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Included in this package:  
 

 Fact Sheet: Child Care Funding Formula Changes in 2013 
 

 Fact sheet on Working with your CMSM or DSSAB  
 

 Fact Sheet: Advocacy Makes a Difference  
 
There are 47 CMSM’s and DSSAB’s in Ontario. The OCBCC depends on you to be our eyes and 
ears on the ground in your community. 
 
So please keep in touch with any new developments – send an email to info@childcareontario.org 
or call us anytime on our toll-free line at 1-800-594-7514. 

 
 
Parent Survey on child care options in Ontario 
 
At the OCBCC, we are laying the groundwork for a new campaign for affordable child care. Our 
campaign relies on a building a movement of parents who speak out about the importance of child 
care to politicians at all levels. 
 
The first step of our campaign is our parent survey. This outreach tool will collect experiences, 
anecdotes and contact information for parents who want to keep in touch.  
 
For a copy of our flyer and other community outreach tools, click here, or go to: 
http://www.childcareontario.org/?p=6175 
 
For a link to our on-line Parent survey on child care options in Ontario –in English and French: 
www.childcareontario.org/survey 
 
Resources 
 
Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care 
www.childcareontario.org, info@childcareontario.org or 1-800-594-7514  
 

mailto:info@childcareontario.org
http://www.childcareontario.org/?p=6175
http://www.childcareontario.org/?p=6175
http://www.childcareontario.org/survey
http://www.childcareontario.org/
mailto:info@childcareontario.org
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Fact Sheet: Child Care Funding Formula Changes in 2013 
 
The new funding formula changes the way that all child care funding flows from the province to local 
CMSMs and DSSABs to fund child care in our communities.  
 
It simplifies the way funding is delivered and gives CMSM’s and DSSAB’s much greater flexibility in 
allocating child care funding.  
 
The main categories for provincial child care funding are now: 
 

 Core Service (718.4 million) 

 Special Purpose (small subsidies for aboriginal, rural, French) ($30 million) 

 Minor capital (8.8 million) 
 
Total provincial child care funding is $922.1 million (does not include approximately $148 million in 
municipal cost-sharing). 
 
Positive aspects of the new formula:  
 
Fewer line items mean simplified reporting for child care centres and CMSM’s and DSSAB’s.   
 
The new funding formula, (described as equitable, transparent and streamlined) is based on 
demographics, low-income cut off, educational attainment and social assistance case load by region 
– it is therefore more up to date than the 20 year old formula of the past. 
 

 CMSM’s and DSSAB’s must spend a minimum of funding on children with special needs. 

 New capital funding is restricted to not-for-profit child care programs. 

 There is a cap on the amount municipalities can spend on administration 
 
Negative aspects of the new formula: 
 

 In three years, the Ministry of Education is planning to cut child care funding for 18 
communities in Ontario including: City of Greater Sudbury, City of Kingston, City of London, 
City of Windsor, County of Grey, County of Lambton, County of Lanark, County of 
Northumberland, County of Oxford, County of Renfrew, Municipality of Chatham-Kent, District 
of Cochrane Social Services Administration Board, District of Nipissing Social Services 
Administration Board, District of Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board, District of 
Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration Board, District of Timiskaming Social Services 
Administration Board, Kenora District Social Services Administration Board, Thunder Bay 
District Social Services Administration Board 
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The OCBCC recently wrote your local MPP to ask what he or she is doing to stand up for your 
community at Queen’s Park. For more information on stopping the planned cuts to 18 
communities, please contact the OCBCC. 

 

 There are no longer dedicated line items or allocations for wage subsidy or wage 
enhancement. Wage subsidy and wage enhancement are rolled into the core services funding 
category which makes these important funding supports extremely vulnerable.  

 
Next steps: 
 
As partners in delivering child care services, the child care sector needs to work together as a 
‘neighbourhood watch’ to keep an eye on changes in our region and help to protect and enhance 
child care services in our communities. 
 
Every service manager will make different decisions – join together with other centres to: 
 

 ensure a transparent, open consultation 

 monitor reports going to your local committee of city of regional council that overseas child 
care funding 

 build relationships with the local politicians who oversee child care funding.  
 
For more information: 
 
Ministry of Education Child Care Memos are available at:  
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/CCMemos.htm 
 
Funding Formula Memos: 
2012  - ELCC 15 Memo to Municipal Service Managers (10 pages)  
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Memos/CC2012/ELCC_15.pdf 
 
Both as attachments to ELCC 15: 
Child Care Funding Technical Paper (31 pages)  
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Memos/CC2012/Child%20Care%20Tech%20Paper%20-
%20December%2020.pdf 
 
Ontario Child Care Service Management Funding Guideline (84 pages) 
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Child%20Care/Guidelines/Ontario%20Child%20Care%20Service%20Mana
gement%20and%20Funding%20Guideline%20%282013%29.pdf 
 

http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/CCMemos.htm
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Memos/CC2012/ELCC_15.pdf
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Memos/CC2012/ELCC_15.pdf
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Memos/CC2012/Child%20Care%20Tech%20Paper%20-%20December%2020.pdf
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Memos/CC2012/Child%20Care%20Tech%20Paper%20-%20December%2020.pdf
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Memos/CC2012/Child%20Care%20Tech%20Paper%20-%20December%2020.pdf
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Child%20Care/Guidelines/Ontario%20Child%20Care%20Service%20Management%20and%20Funding%20Guideline%20%282013%29.pdf
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Child%20Care/Guidelines/Ontario%20Child%20Care%20Service%20Management%20and%20Funding%20Guideline%20%282013%29.pdf
http://faab.edu.gov.on.ca/Child%20Care/Guidelines/Ontario%20Child%20Care%20Service%20Management%20and%20Funding%20Guideline%20%282013%29.pdf
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Fact Sheet: Working with your CMSM or DSSAB to  
protect & enhance child care services in your community 

 
Where to start 
 
Work with fellow child care advocates.  Joining together, we can learn from each and take advantage 
of the incredible knowledge in our community. Develop a common message. Think about practical 
solutions to real problems.  
 
Who else do we need to form relationships with? 
 
Work to develop collaborative relationships with your CMSM or DSSAB and children’s services 
manager. You need them and they need you – the not-for-profit child care sector – to deliver child 
care services.  
 
It is also important to know the local municipal or regional councillors who sit on the oversight 
committee for children’s services and get to know their staff.   
 

 Invite local politicians to tour your centre to learn first-hand about child care.  If a local politician 
is holding a meeting, attend.  

 Keep in touch with local politicians, even if there are no urgent issues to maintain these 
relationships.  

 If there is an issue or your need information, these local politicians can help you find the 
information you need.  

 
Your local CMSM or DSSAB reports to a committee with local politicians who oversee child care 
funding. Keep in mind, the OCBCC is here to help! We have identified local politicians who oversee 
child care funding across Ontario. Call the OCBCC if you have any questions.  
 
The oversight committee is part of your city council, or regional government or your DSSAB. Find out 
what issues have come before the committee in the past year (minutes of meetings and sometimes 
videos of council meetings are usually available on council websites).  
 
It is also important to contact your MPP – Member of the Provincial Parliament. The province is 
responsible for funding, legislation, regulation, implementing full day kindergarten etc.  
 
It is critical that your local representatives know what is happening on the ground. Be sure to ask 
them for a commitment to helping you with any issues or problems. Ask them how they can help you.  
 



Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care 
                                                                    

489 College St. #206 
 Toronto, ON, M6G 1A5  

Tel: 416-538-0628 / 1-800-594-7514 
info@childcareontario.org 
www.childcareontario.org 

 

Complete / Publicize the Parent’s Survey on child care www.childcareontario.org/survey 

Sondage auprès des parents, www.childcareontario.org/survey 
Page 6 - Updated : May 13, 2013 

Some Questions to Ask your CMSM, DSSAB or children’s service manager 
 

 Under the new funding formula, does our municipality get less money in three years, stay the 
same, or see an increase?  

 
Those municipalities that receive less under this new funding formula will be receiving 
“mitigation” funding. The Ministry of Education has ensured that no municipality will get less for 
the next three years. That means, there should not be any immediate cuts. 

 

 Does our community have a child care service plan? Most municipal or regional councils have 
a service plan until 2014 and some are starting consultation on a new Child Care Service Plan.  

 

 How did our CMSM/DSSAB spend the 2012 stabilization funding?  
 

 How will our CMSM/DSSAB spend new capital money over the next three years? 
 

 Is our CMSM/DSSAB working with local school boards to prioritize the “schools first” capital 
funding to renovate school-based child care programs to serve younger age groups? 

 

 Has our CMSM or DSSAB submitted a report to city or regional councils describing the new 
stabilization funding? Did the report highlight any potential impacts of the new funding formula 
on our community? 
 

 Wage subsidy and wage enhancement are now part of core operating funds. How much did 
our CMSM or DSSAB spent on wage subsidy last year? 
 

 What is the minimum amount our CMSM or DSSAB must spend on special needs?  
 

 What is our CMSM/DSSAB plan to consult with the child care community? 
 

 The provincial government has made a commitment to Ontario CMSM’s and DSSAB’s of 
stable funding over the next three years. Will our CMSM and DSSAB also commit continue 
funding at current levels for child care programs? 

 
With 47 CMSM’s and DSSAB’s in Ontario you and your fellow child care advocates are the eyes and 
ears on the ground in your community. 
 
But the OCBCC is ready to support you. Please call with questions, comments or news from your 
region. Email  info@childcareontario.org or call us anytime on our toll-free line at 1-800-594-7514. 

mailto:info@childcareontario.org
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Fact Sheet: Advocacy Makes a Difference 
Our work together has won big results 

 
The Ontario government cites a number of funding announcements to the child care sector over the 
past several years.  
 
The reality is that many announcements have been short term, one-time, emergency fixes to prevent 
a collapse of our child care sector.  
 
However, you may also be surprised to learn that the early learning and child care sector has been 
among the most successful sectors at getting funding from the provincial government over the past 
five years. The funding we have received for child care over the past five years has been because we 
worked together to put child care on the agenda and to put pressure on provincial politicians to solve 
the child care crisis.  
 
The good news is that we know what works. When we work together as a sector, when we speak out, 
when we organize parents, we have won significant gains: 
 
Recent highlights: 
 
2007 - Ontario Budget $25 million 
 
2008 - Ontario Budget $25 million 
 
2009 - Special Announcement: “Bridge funding” of $18 million. Minister Deb Matthews attends 
the OCBCC lobby at Queen’s Park.  
 

 
From CBC News: "It's a bridge, it's stabilization," she said 
Monday at Queen's Park. .. 
 
The Coalition for Better Child Care says it's glad Matthews 
has recognized the urgency of the situation, but the 
problem isn't resolved. 
 
The coalition says it will join the Ontario Association of 
Municipalities in pressing the federal government to 
continue the funding.” 
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2010 - Ontario Budget: $63.5 million added to replace expiring federal funding  
 

 
From the Toronto Star: A group of parents are pushing strollers 
and towing toddlers to Queen’s Park to protest provincial 
government plans to end subsidies to child-care centres across 
the province.  
 
Andrea Calver, of the Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care, 
said dozens of children and their parents delivered giant beach 
balls to Premier Dalton McGuinty, their way of telling him that 
“the ball is in his court” when it comes to child care. 

 
2010 - Special Announcement: Funding to mitigate impacts from full-day kindergarten, growing to 
$63 million over five years (growing to $51 million in new fee subsidies and $12 million in capital)  
 
 
2012 - Liberal/NDP budget deal adds $242 million over the next three years in one-time funding  
 

Andrea Calver on a panel with NDP Leader 
Andrea Horwath. The OCBCC put pressure on 
Liberal and NDP Members of Provincial 
Parliament (MPP’s) to include child care 
stabilization in the 2012 budget. Our work 
helped to achieve: 
 
 $90 million in 2012-13 
 $68 million in 2013-14 
 $84 million in 2014-15 

 
Unfortunately, child care has been historically funded by stop-gap, emergency, one-time funding 
measures. That’s why child care services are a patchwork across the province and that’s why Ontario 
parents pay the highest child care fees in Canada.  
 
The funding from the 2012 Provincial Budget is stabilization funding and it was far short of what is 
needed to address financial impacts from long-term underfunding and full-day kindergarten. Even 
with this stabilization funding, we continue to see child care closures and significant financial 
problems for child care centres.  
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What is next in the campaign for more funding for child care : 
 
As a sector, we have made the greatest 
gains because we got parents involved.  
 
Politicians listen to parents.  
 
We need a movement of parents.  
 
We have successfully organized parents 
in the past and we are doing it again. 
 
 It is true that parents age out of child care 
advocacy as their children get older.  
 
But there are more parents than ever who 
need high quality affordable child care.  
 
 

In November, we brought Sharon Gregson from the Child Care Advocates of British Columbia to 
speak to us about their campaign for $10 / day child care. That campaign has built a movement of 
parents because it raises expectations that all parents deserve access to high quality affordable child 
care.  
 
Every parent can see the difference that $10 / day child care would make for their lives.  
 
We are currently planning a similar campaign that includes affordable child care for parents, and 
decent wages for staff.  
 
Our first step is to build a movement of parents who can stand behind our call for affordable child 
care.  
 
The OCBCC currently has a parent survey on child care. Our goal is to collect experiences, 
anecdotes and contact information for parents who want to be kept informed.  The data and parent 
stories will be used in our campaign launch and our campaign materials –showing Ontario parents 
want affordable child care.  
 
The most important thing that you can do it to help us reach out to parents.  Please distribute the web 
link to the survey to parents in your centre, on your waitlist, and in your community to do the survey.  
Thanks! We want to hear from you, call the OCBCC anytime at 1-800-594-7514.  


