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December 17, 2010 

 

Hon. Dalton McGuinty 

Premier and President of the Executive Council 

Legislative Bldg 

Rm 281 

Queen's Park 

Toronto ON M7A1A1 

 

 

Dear Premier McGuinty, 

 

The Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care supports the vision, laid out by Dr. Charles Pascal, of a 

comprehensive system of full day early learning and care for children 0-12. Dr. Pascal’s report, endorsed 

by the provincial government, gave us a roadmap with which to achieve this vision. The OCBCC 

appreciates that such a system was going to take time to build, but has expressed from the outset our 

concern that any type of “cherry-picking” would destabilize the already fragile child care sector. 

 

In stepping away from its original commitment to an integrated extended day program, the Province is 

making an alarming move away from the comprehensive system that Ontario’s families and 

communities were promised and continue to need. Allowing third party providers to operate the 

extended day and year programs of this system is a move away from a publicly operated and universal 

system that would have supported Ontario’s families and communities. 

 

By not being board-delivered, this removes the assurance that these programs are: not-for-profit, have 

access to rent-free space in schools, are available in all schools, and are able to offer salaries comparable 

to those in the school board. Not only is there an issue of serious wage gaps and lack of benefits for our 

Early Childhood Educators, but having third party providers for the extended day portions of the 

program perpetuates the trend of shift work and part time employment for our ECEs; a trend that the 

Early Learning Program promised to change. In introducing new legislation and regulations, the Province 

must ensure these elements of the program are not only covered, but guaranteed; otherwise the quality 

and seamless nature of our new early learning program will be drastically undermined.  

 

Furthermore, Dr. Pascal’s vision was supposed to bring together our two systems, education and child 

care, by building a seamless early learning program and simultaneously integrating the patchwork of 

underfunded programs that currently make up our child care sector.  

 

The existing child care system, which is seriously underfunded, does not have the capacity to meet the 

changing demands placed on the sector. Parent fees have now reached a breaking point for middle class 

families, and unacceptable waiting lists for subsidies mean that many parents are unable to be part of 



Ontario’s workforce. It is imperative that this government address the need for stabilization funding as 

well as operating funding in the upcoming provincial budget.  

 

Ontario families desperately need access to an affordable, integrated, high quality system of early 

leaning and child care. Any move away from that would be taking Ontario in the wrong direction.  

 

We look forward to your response and working with you to build a strong system of early learning and 

care for Ontario’s families and communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Tracy Saarikoski 

President of the Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care 

 

 

CC: 

Honourable Leona Dombrowsky - Minister of Education 

Jim Grieve - Assistant Deputy Minister, Early Learning Division, Ministry of Education 

Pam Musson - Director, Early Learning and Child Care Implementation Branch 

Jill Vienneau - Early Learning Policy and Program  


