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Urgent action needed to block reintroduction of Temporary Protection Visas, 2015 Ambassadors Launch, and please help our
Christmas appeal!

Asylum Legacy Caseload Bill 2014 could be voted on in the Senate TOMORROW.

Why ChilOut has grave concerns about the impact of this bill:

the reintroduction of TPVs will force refugee families to live in limbo. The detrimental mental
effect this will have on them is well-documented - understood.
children born in Australia being deemed ‘unauthorised maritime arrivals’. 
the denial of the right to family reunion
the Government's claim that the bill will allow them to release children from detention.
ChilOut believes this is highly misleading:-

the bill makes no provision for children to be immediately released from detention
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it grants three-year TPVs to those who would otherwise be granted permanent
protection visas
any new arrivals will continue to be sent offshore to Nauru and Manus Island and
never resettled in Australia.

New bill seeks to re-introduce temporary
protection visas and remove many of the
remaining protections for refugees [main
feature for newsletter]
 
A new bill, known as the Asylum Legacy
Caseload Bill 2014, has been introduced by
the Australian Government seeking to
remove many of the remaining protections
for asylum seekers and refugees. The bill
has passed the House of Representatives
and is now before the Senate. It is
understood that the Government is seeking
to get the bill through quickly before the
Senate breaks for Christmas on 4
December.

We urge you to take action now before
it’s too late.
We are asking you to join us and almost every
Human rights organisation in Australia in
appealing to the cross-benchers not to support
this bill.

The Asylum Seeker Resource Centre has

 LATEST STATS

The latest statistics from the Department of
Immigration and Border Protection reveal that, as
at 31 October 2014, there are 726 children in
immigration detention facilities in Australia and
offshore. This includes:
 

451 children on the Australian mainland;
108 children on Christmas Island;
167 children in detention facilities on
Nauru.

 
The Department does not provide a breakdown
of the numbers of children who are
unaccompanied, but we know that there are 28
unaccompanied minors living in the community
on Nauru.
 
According to the Department’s latest statistics,
the average amount of time that a person spends
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launched the ‘Stand Up to Protect’ campaign to
take action against this bill, including writing or
calling a cross-bench senator and using social
media to explain why refugees deserve
protection. Please click here
[http://www.asrc.org.au/news/latest-
campaigns/protect-refugees-and-our-legal-
system/] for all the details on how you can stop
this bill being passed.

ChilOut has made a submission to the Senate,
highlighting the extremely negative impact this Bill
will have on children. ChilOut’s submission can
be accessed here
[http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?
id=09444d39-05b3-4a5b-ad02-
06a468f2a8ba&subId=301443].
 
Fears for safety of unaccompanied
minors on Nauru
The situation for children and unaccompanied
minors on Nauru continues to deteriorate with
both real and threatened violence occurring in
recent weeks. There are presently 28
unaccompanied minors on Nauru living in the
community. On 28 October, the Guardian
reported that a group of local Nauru men

the average amount of time that a person spends
in immigration detention is currently 426 days.
This figure that has been steadily increasing for
many months.

Ambassador’s Program Launch -
27 November 2014
 
ChilOut will officially launch its 2015 Youth
Ambassadors Program this Thursday evening 27
November in Parramatta. Our Youth
Ambassadors program has been a very
successful program in the past giving young
people the chance to have a voice and tell our
leaders and the wider public why it is not okay for
children to be locked up in immigration detention
centres. Our past youth ambassadors have been
former refugees, former detainees and
Australian-born young people all united in their
desire to see an end to the indefinite detention of
children seeking Australia’s protection. ChilOut is
now looking for its 2015 youth ambassadors.
 
We invite you to come along to our event this
Thursday to hear more about our Youth
Ambassadors Program and also hear the stories
of past youth ambassadors. The event will start
at 6.30pm and will be held at the Parramatta
Council Rooms on Darcy Street, Parramatta (just
across from Parramatta Train Station).
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attacked some of the unaccompanied minors
which led to four of the minors being hospitalised.
The Guardian article can be found here
[http://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2014/oct/28/child-refugees-australia-sent-
to-nauru-report-beatings-and-death-threats]

ChilOut has expressed concerns about a
threatening letter circulated to asylum seekers
and refugees on Nauru which warned them that
“bad things” will happen if they stay on Nauru.
 
The situation has been escalating again in recent
days, with New Matilda reporting on 24 November
that two more unaccompanied minors were
assaulted by local men on Nauru
[https://newmatilda.com/2014/11/23/fears-
escalate-another-teen-asylum-seeker-assaulted-
nauru].

Understandably, the unaccompanied minors
living on Nauru are very worried and living in fear
about what will happen next. ChilOut has made it
clear in comments to the media that Australia
owes obligations to these minors and should
remove them from Nauru and resettle them in
Australia.

ChilOut desperately needs
funds!

Thank you to all those who responded to our
previous appeals.

This year we do not have the bandwidth to
undertake out usual gift drive but would
encourage supporters to please consider 
ChilOut if you hear of anyone looking for a worthy
cause to help. We have DGR status and would
appreciate regular donations to us, or being your
choice for your employers' contribution matching
scheme or a school or community charity event.

We depend upon donations to be able to keep
going. Every little helps!

Welcome to our new Campaign
Coordinator!
ChilOut is delighted to welcome Claire
Hammerton to the ChilOut team as our new
Campaign Coordinator. Claire is a human rights
lawyer who has worked for several human rights
organisations in Australia and overseas
including UN Women, the NSW Aboriginal Land
Council and the Public Interest Advocacy Centre.
In both her paid and volunteer work, she has long
advocated for the release children from
immigration detention. She first became
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UN Committee Against Torture
grills Australia on its treatment of
asylum seekers

In early November, the Australian Government
appeared before the UN Committee Against
Torture as part of its periodic review concerning
its compliance with the UN Convention Against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment. 

The treatment of child asylum seekers in
immigration detention centres was a major focus
of the Committee’s review of Australia. As
reported by The Guardian
[http://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2014/nov/11/asylum-seeker-conditions-
inhuman-and-unlawful-un-committee-tells-
australia], the Committee commented that the
conditions on the detention centres of Nauru and
Manus Island were “cruel, inhuman and
unlawful” and was particularly concerned about
the prolonged detention of children.
 
The Committee Against Torture is due to release
its report on Australia on 28 November.

passionate about this issue when volunteering
inside Villawood Detention Centre many years
ago running activities for children. We are excited
to have her on board!

Free the Children Campaign 
 
The Free the Children cage installation has been
touring around the country and has been
enormously successful in engaging members of
the public and highlighting the plight of more than
700 children locked up in immigration detention
facilities in Australia and offshore.
So far the cage installation has been to Sydney,
Newcastle, Brisbane, Adelaide and Melbourne. It
is now heading to the Albury-Wodonga area
where it will be from 1 to 14 December. Check it
out if you are in that area!
 
Many local groups and communities have also
been hosting their own Free The Children events
in places like Balmain, Indooroopilly and
Townsville. The Coalition has put together a DIY
Kit, so that you can run your own Free the
Children event. You can find our DIY Kit on the
Coalition’s website at:
http://endchilddetentionoz.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/06/booklet_out_with_links-
2.pdf
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Meanwhile, the Refugee Action Coalition and
GetUp have decided the time is ripe to launch a
mass campaign calling for the closure of
Australia’s offshore detention centres. They have
started a petition addressed to both the House of
Representatives and the Senate and are aiming
to exceed 100,000 signatures. ChilOut has lent
its support to this petition, but we also need your
support. Please click here
[https://www.getup.org.au/asylumseekers] to
demand that the Government finally ends its
policy of offshore processing.

Latest News
International Day of Action to End Child

Detention on 20th November
 

Last Thursday marked the 25th anniversary of
the adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child. As a member of the Australian
Coalition to End Immigration Detention of
Children, ChilOut used this opportunity to
highlight the fact that 726 children remain in
closed immigration detention facilities both in
Australia and offshore. These children are
denied many of their basic rights under the UN
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denied many of their basic rights under the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. ChilOut,
along with other members of the Coalition, called
on the Australian Government to immediately
release all children from immigration detention.
 
To mark this anniversary, the Coalition set up our
Free The Children cage installation outside St
Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne. Members of the
public were encouraged to come by and free a
caged doll as a symbol of freeing a child from
immigration detention. The event attracted a
large amount of media attention. The New Daily
published an excellent article, which can be
access here
[http://thenewdaily.com.au/news/2014/11/20/face-
child-detention], featuring ChilOut’s youth
ambassador, Bashir Yousufi, and  comments by
ChilOut’s new Campaign Coordinator, Claire
Hammerton.

AHRC’s Inquiry into Children in Immigration
Detention wraps up
 
The Australian Human Rights Commission’s 
inquiry into children in immigration detention
wrapped up last month after receiving more than
230 written submissions and holding public

http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fus4.campaign-archive2.com%2f%3fu%3dbb59f5fd3221b4a4c85473c02%26id%3d4cf0360164%26e%3da25e4861e6&id=ma-141125200747-6f71dc99
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

hearings in Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra.  A
range of damning evidence came out during the
inquiry concerning the severe psychological harm
caused to children by prolonged detention and
the harsh and oppressive conditions of detention
centres, especially those located outside the
Australian mainland.

AHRC’s report of this inquiry is due to be
released at the end of this year or early next
year.
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