
COUNCILLOR CANDIDATE WANTS CITY COUNCIL TO GIVE 17 AVENUE S.W. 
BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY MULTI-YEAR CONSTRUCTION A TAX BREAK 

CALGARY, April 17, 2017 – Chris Davis, a candidate for Calgary city council in Ward 8, wants 
the city to give a tax break or tax refund to 17 Avenue S.W. businesses about to be hit with a 
multi-year extended construction project. 

Davis, a municipal and development lawyer, says that under the Municipal Government Act, 
Calgary’s city council can cancel, refund or defer taxes.   

"It is within council’s discretion and it’s the right thing to do to offer some form of tax relief 
for those businesses that are affected by the 17 Avenue project," said Davis. "When this 
project is completed, 17 Avenue will be an even better place to visit, but we need to ensure 
local businesses can survive until then." 

The city of Calgary is embarking on a three year retrofit of 17 Avenue between Macleod Trail 
and 14 Street S.W., which will effectively close off access to businesses for stretches of two 
to four blocks at a time.  This includes the section that is known as the Red Mile. 

"This will significantly disrupt access to businesses within these construction zones," said 
Davis. "The city is working to mitigate this disruption, but in my opinion it won’t be enough.  
These businesses are already under pressure from the economic downturn." 

Disruption to businesses will start Monday, April 17, 2017. Coincidentally the Calgary Flames 
commence their playoff home stand the same day.  
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BACKGROUNDER ON CHRIS DAVIS 

Chris Davis is an experienced Calgary municipal and development lawyer. Chris understands 
the development process from all sides, currently as a lawyer for communities, private 
citizens and developers and as a former member of the city’s law department.  

Chris grew up in Ward 8 and has been a regular community volunteer at the local and 
provincial level. He has served on the Canadian Bar Association as a two term chair of the 
municipal section, on the Calgary Planning Commission and on the Calgary Parking Authority. 
Chris has also served on the board of many non-profit organizations including the Premier’s 
Council on Culture, Western Sky Land Trust, The Rotary Club of Calgary West, Lunchbox 
Theatre, and on his community’s development review committee.
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