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What is Vision Zero?
The Vision Zero Network defines Vision Zero as a strategy to eliminate all traffic
fatalities and severe injuries, while increasing safe, healthy, equitable mobility for all.
First implemented in Sweden in the 1990s, Vision Zero has proved successful across
Europe — and now it’s gaining momentum in major American cities.

The Problem

Each year, more than 40,000 people — the population of a small city — are
needlessly killed on American streets and thousands more are injured. We call this
suffering traffic “accidents” — but, in reality, we have the power to prevent traffic
collisions.
For too long, we’ve considered traffic deaths and severe injuries to be inevitable side
effects of modern life. While often referred to as “accidents,” the reality is that we can
prevent these tragedies by taking a proactive, preventative approach that prioritizes
traffic safety as a public health issue.
The significant loss of life exacts a tragic toll, extending beyond personal loss to deep
community impacts, including: personal economic costs and emotional trauma to
those suffering; and significant taxpayer spending on emergency response and longterm healthcare costs. And because so many fear for their safety on our streets, there
is no true freedom of mobility, and, as a result, we compromise our public health
with increasing rates of sedentary diseases and higher carbon emissions.
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Learn more about Vision Zero by visiting: https://visionzeronetwork.org/
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Vision Zero in San Diego
On average, one person is injured every day in San Diego while driving, walking, or
bicycling. Traffic violence is now exceeding the homicide rate in San Diego, and traffic
collisions are the leading cause of accidental death for children ages 0 to 13 in the City.

The Solution
Vision Zero is a data-driven approach to eliminate traffic fatalities and severe injuries on
our roadways, within a specific time frame, by increasing safe, healthy, and equitable
mobility. Vision Zero strategies focus on:
- Reducing speed limits and prioritizing the most vulnerable road users
- Redesigning streets to make them accessible for people of all ages and abilities
- Raising awareness and providing education about unsafe behaviors on the road

No loss of life is acceptable.
Vision Zero will prevent injuries and save lives.
We owe it to San Diegans to provide street design that brings safety, predictability,
and protection from human error, along with community education and police
enforcement. Working with community leaders and residents of all ages and
backgrounds to prevent injuries and eliminate death on our streets is the fundamental
goal of Vision Zero. Studies in San Diego and other cities show these changes will also
lead to economic and sustainability gains.
Zero deaths is an ambitious but attainable goal. Vision Zero is an approach to safety
that delivers a simple, straightforward message: No loss of life is acceptable. Vision
Zero focuses on the three Es: Engineering safe street design, Education for community
safety, and Enforcement by local police to reach a goal of zero traffic deaths.
City of San Diego’s Mayor Faulconer prioritized road and infrastructure repair in his
public remarks and FY2016 budget, dedicating more than 50 percent of major revenue
growth towards streets and neighborhood repair. He also released a bold Climate
Action Plan that includes a transformation in transportation among its key strategies.
These two initiatives can both be channeled toward saving lives. In addition to the City
of San Diego, three other cities in our region have made a Vision Zero commitment
and are working towards the Vision Zero goal through policy and programming. These
cities include: Chula Vista, Imperial Beach, and La Mesa. Read more about Circulate San
Diego’s work and Vision Zero by visiting: http://www.circulatesd.org/visionzerosd.

Help Us Achieve

Vision Zero

Keep Learning
Keep learning about Vision Zero. Check out the available resources
on the Vision Zero Network website and explore the Vision Zero San
Diego Regional Reports available through the Circulate San Diego
Vision Zero webpage.

Get Involved
Get involved in Vision Zero by signing up for the Circulate San Diego
newsletter, becoming a volunteer, and joining our organization as an
individual or corporate member. Circulate sends out bi-weekly newsletters
about Vision Zero and other topics related to transportation and creating a
safer and healthier San Diego region.

Set an Example
Help achieve Vision Zero by setting an example for others. Practice safe and
conscientious travel behavior, including driving, walking, and bicycling.
Remember, you can influence change and Vision Zero relies heavily on a
societal shift to prioritize safety on our roadways for all road users, not just
vehicles.
Help us spread the message! Share this comic book and other Vision Zero
resources with others by visiting:
http://www.circulatesd.org/planning_resources
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