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Creating excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. 

January 28, 2021 

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director 
San Diego Association of Governments 
401 B Street, Suite 800 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
Subject:  Support for Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Grant Submission: Next Generation Rapid Routes 
Advanced Planning 

Dear Mr. Ikhrata: 

I am writing to express support on behalf of Circulate San Diego for the Next Generation Rapid Routes Advanced 
Planning project submitted by the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) for funding consideration 
under the Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Grant Program. 

Circulate San Diego’s mission is to create excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. We 
believe the transportation system should be safe, convenient, accessible, and affordable for all. The project will 
build upon regional efforts seeking to improve mobility and economic opportunity for all San Diegans. SANDAG’s 
2021 Regional Plan lays the groundwork for a long-term vision that improves quality of life by increasing mobility 
options, reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and creating connections between housing and employment 
centers. This blueprint for the future -- underpinned by the belief that transportation is a human right-- is aligned 
with climate action plans and state goals to reduce GHG emissions.  
 
Near-term projects are as important as long-term visionary ones. This project will advance planning for three of 
the most promising Rapid routes identified in the 2021 Regional Plan. These routes, which serve disadvantaged 
communities, have the highest modeled ridership, lowest cost per rider, and greatest feasibility in readily 
implementing transit priority features along the route. Transit priority features have been implemented and 
proven successful on El Cajon and Park Boulevards along the Mid-City Rapid route. Advancing planning for these 
future routes is the critical first step to making the envisioned transformative transportation network a reality for 
low-income and disadvantaged San Diegans who serve to receive the most benefit.  
 
Circulate San Diego supports this grant application as it will align with the mission of the organization. Thank you 
for your consideration of this important project.   

Sincerely, 

 

 
Colin Parent 
Executive Director and General Counsel 
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Creating excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. 

January 28, 2021 

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director 
San Diego Association of Governments 
401 B Street, Suite 800 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
Subject:  Support for Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Grant Submission: Clairemont Complete Corridors 

Dear Mr. Ikhrata: 

I am writing to express support on behalf of Circulate San Diego for the Clairemont Complete Corridors project 
submitted by the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) for funding consideration under the Caltrans 
Sustainable Transportation Grant Program.  

Circulate San Diego’s mission is to create excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. We 
believe the transportation system should be safe, convenient, accessible, and affordable for all. Currently, 
Clairemont Drive and Morena Boulevard are designed to prioritize car travel. These corridors are currently both 
unsafe and unfriendly for people who choose to walk, bike, or roll to Mission Bay, the forthcoming Mid-Coast light 
rail service, and other community destinations. The Clairemont Complete Corridors project will identify street 
design and supporting technology strategies that reduce barriers to using alternative travel options. More travel 
choices can help the San Diego region attain climate action goals while making the transportation system more 
equitable, enhancing access to jobs, academic opportunities, and other resources. 

The Clairemont and Mission Bay communities are mostly residential. Many residents must travel outside of the 
community to access employment, education, and healthcare. The Clairemont Complete Corridors project will 
connect housing with jobs and other amenities by enhancing access to transit. Safer, more convenient connections 
to the forthcoming Clairemont Drive Trolley Station will better integrate residents into the expanded light rail 
network, enabling them to reach destinations in Downtown San Diego to the south and the University Community 
to the north.  

I would like to express my enthusiastic support for the Clairemont Complete Corridors project. Thank you for your 
consideration of this important project.   

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Colin Parent 
Executive Director and General Counsel 
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Creating excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. 

January 28, 2021 

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director 
San Diego Association of Governments 
401 B Street, Suite 800 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
Subject:  Support for Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Grant Submission: On the Move: Interim Transit 
Priority Solutions for Complete Streets 

Dear Mr. Ikhrata: 

I am writing to express support on behalf of Circulate San Diego for the On the Move: Innovative Transit Priority 
Solutions for Complete Streets project submitted by the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) for 
funding consideration under the Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Grant Program. 

Circulate San Diego’s mission is to create excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. We 
believe the transportation system should be safe, convenient, accessible, and affordable for all. This project will 
develop clear, implementable and innovative strategies that will improve transit operations in the near-term. 
Strategies will seek to reduce delays, increase reliability, and improve travel times in order to provide better transit 
service to today’s riders and encourage more people to choose transit over driving. The project will address a 
growing need for the San Diego region to have a more balanced, multimodal transportation network that aligns 
with long-term efforts outlined in SANDAG’s 2021 Regional Plan. The goal of the project is to create a healthier, 
safer, more attractive, and convenient transit system that benefits low-income and disadvantaged communities 
and attracts increased ridership through a coordinated, regional approach.     
 

We look forward to continuing to work with you and other regional partners to make vital improvements to our 
region’s transportation network. We have the utmost confidence in SANDAG to lead this effort and urge the 
Caltrans to support this grant application.  Thank you for your consideration of this important project.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Colin Parent 
Executive Director and General Counsel 
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Creating excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. 

February 9, 2021 

City of La Mesa 
8130 Allison Avenue 
La Mesa, CA 91942 
ATTN: Philip Kern 
 
Subject: Letter of Support for the City of La Mesa’s Application for the Caltrans Sustainable 

Transportation Planning Grant Program 
 
Mr. Kern:  
 
On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy 
neighborhoods, we strongly support the City of La Mesa’s grant application to develop the Grossmont Center 
Drive / La Mesa Blvd. Complete Streets Plan. This plan will provide a blueprint for the infrastructure needed to 
revitalize and transform the area, while integrating active and zero emission transportation modes. We are 
pleased to know the plan will have elements including traffic calming for La Mesa Blvd. and pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities on Grossmont Center Drive providing opportunities for increased active transportation and 
accessibility to essential services. 
 
Circulate San Diego is a local nonprofit organization that is dedicated to making our neighborhoods more 
vibrant and sustainable through better land use planning and design. Through our educational events, training, 
advocacy, and work with local governments and SANDAG, Circulate San Diego is working to reclaim our streets 
and blocks through improved streetscape designs, accessible walking paths, more bike lanes, better transit 
routes, and traffic calming measures. 
 
We strongly recommend funding for the City of La Mesa to develop the Grossmont Center Drive / La Mesa Blvd. 
Complete Streets Plan as a visionary roadmap for the integration of mixed-use redevelopment, active and 
alternative modes of transportation along an established transit corridor within an older, built-out community.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Danielle Berger 
Director of Planning 
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Creating excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. 

February 9, 2021 

City of San Diego 
Mobility Department 
Attn: Alyssa Muto, Director 
9485 Aero Drive 
San Diego, CA 92123 
 
RE: Support for the City of San Diego’s Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Application for a 
Complete Streets Unifying Plan 

Dear Ms. Muto, 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy 
neighborhoods, I would like to express my support for the City of San Diego’s (City’s) Sustainable Transportation 
Planning Grant application for a Complete Streets Unifying Plan. The City’s proposed project scope of work, as 
outlined in their application, will help the City prioritize safety, comfort, and access to destinations for people 
walking, biking, riding transit, and moving actively with assistive devices. 

The Complete Streets Unifying Plan (Plan) will guide the city in expanding and improving safe, healthy, 
equitable, and convenient travel options for people of all ages and abilities. The Plan will help the city identify 
issues and concerns, assess the potential priority corridors, and outline a strategy for implementing and 
monitoring priority locations into the future. The overall goals of the Plan are to clearly demonstrate the City’s 
commitment to Complete Streets design and implementation and to ensure the needs and safety of all street 
users are met. This plan supports the mission of Circulate San Diego and our belief that San Diego’s 
transportation system should be safe, convenient, accessible, and affordable for all. 

We applaud the City’s efforts to promote safe and sustainable transportation options for families and residents. I 
look forward to working more closely with you on this important project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Danielle Berger 
Director of Planning 
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Creating excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. 

February 9, 2021 

City of San Diego 
Mobility Department 
Attn: Alyssa Muto, Director 
9485 Aero Drive 
San Diego, CA 92123 
 
RE: Support for the City of San Diego’s Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Application for a Smart 
Mobility Plan 

Dear Ms. Muto, 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy 
neighborhoods, I would like to express my support for the City of San Diego’s (City’s) Sustainable Transportation 
Planning Grant application for a Smart Mobility Plan. The City’s proposed project scope of work, as outlined in their 
application, will help the City prioritize safety, comfort, and access to destinations for people walking, biking, riding 
transit, and moving actively with assistive devices.  

Circulate San Diego supports the City’s commitment to creating a cleaner San Diego and addressing climate change. 
The Climate Action Plan has identified for 50% of commute trips to be taken by bike, scooter, foot, or transit by 2035. 
In a time where Cities are facing budget deficits, we need to be smarter in which projects have the greatest impact in 
helping us achieve our mode share goals. Changing the transportation system is one of the most impactful ways of 
addressing climate change.  

The Smart Mobility Plan (Plan) will guide the city in expanding and improving safe, healthy, equitable, and convenient 
travel options for people of all ages and abilities. The Plan will help the city identify issues and concerns and create a 
process to determine how transportation projects are prioritized, funded, and built. The Plan will focus on identifying 
where transportation projects are funded where they are most needed and where they will have the biggest impact 
on reducing vehicular use. 

The overall goals of the Plan are to clearly demonstrate the City’s commitment to the Climate Action Plan and Vision 
Zero and to ensure the needs and safety of all street users are met.  This plan supports the mission of Circulate San 
Diego and our belief that San Diego’s transportation system should be safe, convenient, accessible, and affordable for 
all. 

Circulate San Diego applauds the City’s efforts to promote safe and sustainable transportation options for families and 
residents. I look forward to working more closely with you on this important project. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Danielle Berger 
Director of Planning 
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Creating excellent mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. 

February 9, 2021 

Roberto Yano, PE 
Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
City of National City 
Engineering & Public Works Department 
1243 National City Boulevard 
National City, CA 91950 
 
Dear Mr. Yano: 
 
On behalf of Circulate San Diego, I am writing to express our strong support for National City’s grant application 
for funding through Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning (STP) Grant Program to develop a Safe Routes 
to School Sustainability Plan for National City.  The Plan will build upon the City’s previous community 
engagement efforts, which supported development of two “award-winning” mobility plans funded through 
previous cycles of the State’s STP Grant Program – SMART Foundation (Safe Multi-modal Accessible Routes 
To…transit, schools, parks, shops, services, and recreation) and INTRA-Connect (Integrating Neighborhoods with 
Transportation Routes for All). 
 
Circulate San Diego is a regional non-profit organization whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices 
and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods. Our work focuses on creating, more walkable and bikeable neighborhoods, 
and land uses that promote sustainable growth. 
 
We have partnered with the City of National City over the years to support a variety of community engagement 
activities to identify barriers to walking and biking to school, safety issues, and potential solutions. We commend 
the City for its long-standing commitment to active transportation, including engineering, prioritizing, funding, 
and implementing capital projects that enhance safety and access for students and families walking and biking 
to school. The National City Safe Routes to School Sustainability Plan will evaluate the effectiveness of these 
projects, identify gaps in the multi-modal transportation network, develop feasible solutions to improve 
connectivity, and present education and encouragement activities to create sustainable communities that 
promote health, safety, equity, and active transportation.  
 
Circulate San Diego strongly endorses this community-based project, which will promote safe streets and 
walkable/bikeable neighborhoods through community engagement, education, and innovative roadway design 
that accommodates all users.   
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Danielle Berger 
Director of Planning 
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