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April 14, 2021 
 
Assemblymember Jones-Sawyer 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 94249 
 
SUBJECT: Oppose Unless Amended AB 371 – Insurance for Shared Mobility Devices 
 
Dear Assemblymember Jones-Sawyer: 
 
On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices and vibrant, 
healthy neighborhoods, I am writing to oppose AB 371 unless it is amended to remove its outlier 
insurance mandate. While Circulate San Diego supports other elements of the bill, the insurance 
requirement threatens the financial viability of micromobility programs.  
 
Micromobility programs are a new and promising piece of the future of clean transportation. Bikeshare 
and dockless micromobility programs can reduce vehicle miles travelled by providing an alternative to 
the car for short trips. Moreover, they extend the reach of existing transit systems by giving riders a way 
to get from a transit station to a destination that is out of walking distance. Micromobility programs 
already have insurance requirements, including for third party bodily injury and property damage. 
 
AB 371 would extend an operator’s liability coverage requirement to include the negligent conduct of a 
shared mobility device rider. This requirement would be a legal anomaly. Rental car companies are not 
liable for the negligence of their drivers. Cyclists and scooter riders are not required to purchase liability 
insurance. To require micromobility operators to purchase liability insurance for their riders’ negligence 
would be unfair and would be an outlier in the scheme of existing law. In addition, it would shoulder 
these micromobility operators with a large expense, and limit their access to commuters.  
 
Shared micromobility is a clean, zero emissions transportation option that enhances our public transit 
system and reduces car trips. AB 371 threatens its existence. We urge you to vote against AB 371 unless 
its insurance requirements are removed.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Colin Parent 
Executive Director and General Counsel 


