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May 13, 2021 
 
Assemblymember David Chiu 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 94249 
 
SUBJECT: Support for Assembly Bill 550 (Chiu) – The Safe Streets and Work Zones Act of 2021 
 
Dear Assemblymember Chiu: 
 
On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices and vibrant, 
healthy neighborhoods, I am writing to support AB 550, which protects the safety of vulnerable travelers 
on California roads by giving the cities of Los Angeles, Oakland, San Francisco, San Jose, and one 
additional southern California city the option of piloting speed safety systems on sensitive or dangerous 
local streets. 
 
Every year, hundreds of Californians die in speed-related crashes. Speeding is a major contributor to 
fatalities and serious injuries in crashes—if a driver traveling at 20 miles per hour hits a pedestrian, there 
is a 90 percent chance that pedestrian will survive. At 40 mph, the chance of survival drops to 20 
percent. Nationwide, 112,580 people were killed in speeding-related incidents from 2005 to 2014. 
 
Speed safety systems are an effective tool for reducing speeding, crashes, injuries and fatalities, but 
California law currently prohibits their use. Speed safety systems are automated systems that use 
cameras and radar to detect and identify speeding vehicles. These automated systems reduce the 
potential for racial bias in traffic enforcement. In addition, AB 550 includes clear guardrails to protect 
people’s privacy, including a ban on facial recognition technology. Citations under any pilot program will 
be civil in nature—not criminal—and will not result in a point on a driver’s record. The intent of the 
systems is to reduce speeding and increase safety, not to punish. 
 
Speed safety systems can be a significant step in reducing traffic fatalities, protecting pedestrians and 
bicyclists, and shifting transportation mode share towards climate-friendly modes. Thank you for your 
leadership on this critical issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Colin Parent 
Executive Director and General Counsel 


