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November 9, 2021 

 

Mr. Tom Wilson 

Office of Program Management 

Federal Transit Administration 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Subject: Letter of Support for the North County Transit District Bus and Bus Facilities 

Program Fiscal Year 2021 Grant Application 

 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices 

and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods, we strongly support the North County Transit 

District’s (NCTD) discretionary grant application to the Fiscal Year 2021 Bus and Bus 

Facilities Program to help advance NCTD’s transition to zero-emission bus operations. 

NCTD is requesting up to $4.8 million in funding toward the purchase of eight hydrogen 

fuel cell electric buses (FCEBs), which would be matched by $4.8 million in other local, 

state, and federal funding.  

 

Circulate San Diego is a local nonprofit organization dedicated to making our 

neighborhoods more vibrant and sustainable through better land use planning and the 

advancement of transportation initiatives that support increased multimodal options 

and transportation choice. Through our educational events, training, advocacy, and 

work with local, county, regional, and transit partners, Circulate San Diego is working to 

reclaim our streets through improved streetscape design, accessible pedestrian 

corridors, more bike lanes, better transit routes, and traffic calming measures. 

 

NCTD offers reliable and affordable transportation services to the residents, students, 

employees, and visitors of northern San Diego County, providing close to 6.5 million 

annual trips on the BREEZE bus fleet prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. NCTD serves 

several low-income communities as designated by the California Assembly Bill 1550; a 

2019 intercept survey found that 40% of surveyed NCTD riders had an annual household 

income of less than $45,000.  

 

NCTD has adopted a state-mandated rollout plan that supports the transition of its full 

152 BREEZE bus fleet to zero emission operations. Construction of hydrogen fueling 

improvements at NCTD’s West Division Facility are anticipated to be completed in 

March 2023, which will accommodate up to 50 hydrogen FCEBs. This funding request is 

help NCTD procure eight hydrogen FCEBs, which will help move them closer to 

achieving organizational goals as well as those of regional, state, and federal partners 
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to reduce harmful transportation emissions, provide affordable transportation options, 

and improve community health outcomes. The project that this grant would help fund 

aligns with the Bus and Bus Facilities Program objectives of addressing climate change 

impacts by reducing harmful carbon and particulate emissions. Specific benefits of this 

project include:   

 

• Zero Tailpipe Pollutants. Hydrogen FCEBs emit zero tailpipe criteria pollutants and 

greenhouse gas emissions. Only water vapor is emitted through operations.  

• Greater Fuel Economy. Hydrogen FCEBs features fuel economy 1.8 times greater 

than that of Compressed Natural Gas buses as documented in past 

demonstrations evaluated by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory.  

• Direct Benefits to Justice40 Communities. NCTD’s West Division is located within a 

low-income community as designated by California Assembly Bill 1550. This 

project would support cleaner transit operations both within the facility and the 

communities NCTD serves. 

 

Circulate San Diego strongly recommends the FTA to fund NCTD’s request for up to $4.8 

million toward the purchase of hydrogen FCEBs.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dara L. Braitman, AICP 

Director of Planning 
  
 

 


