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December 8, 2021 

 

Mayor Catherine Blakespear 

City of Encinitas 

505 S. Vulcan Ave. 

Encinitas CA, 92024 

 

SUBJECT: Support for 2-Way Cycle Track on Highway 101   

 

Dear Mayor Blakespear:  

 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices 

and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods, I am writing to support staff’s recommendation to 

create a two-way cycle track along the west side of South Coast Highway 101 

between Chesterfield Drive and the Swami’s pedestrian crossing. 

  

Giving bicyclists a separate facility is essential for safety. This section of highway 101 has 

a posted speed limit of 40 miles per hour. At this speed, a person struck by a car has a 

75 percent chance of suffering a severe injury, and only a 50 percent chance of 

survival.1 Separating bicycle traffic from car traffic is the most effective way of ensuring 

that people of all ages and abilities can safely ride their bicycles. 

 

This project will give bicyclists a safe way to access the beach and travel between the 

cities of Encinitas and Solana Beach. The two-way cycle track design gives riders quick 

access to the beach regardless of which direction they are travelling. Other 

configurations would force riders to go out of their way to make a u-turn at the next 

intersection or make a dangerous mid-road crossing. Sport Cyclists who do not wish to 

be in conflict with sometimes-slower recreational cyclists will be able to ride in the 

painted bike lanes on the road.  

 

Almost all of the funding for this project comes from a state grant, and the city’s portion 

of the cost has already been funded. This project would come at no additional cost to 

the City. Encinitas should not turn down such an important opportunity. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jesse O’Sullivan 

Policy Counsel 

Circulate San Diego 

                                                 
1 Tefft, B.C., Impact Speed and a Pedestrian’s Risk of Severe Injury or Death, AAA Foundation for Traffic 

Safety (2011), available at https://aaafoundation.org/impact-speed-pedestrians-risk-severe-injury-death/. 
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