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December 9, 2021 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

The Honorable Marty. J. Walsh 
Secretary of Labor 
200 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20210 

Secretary Buttigieg and Secretary Walsh:  

We, the undersigned organizations, write to you today to voice our significant concerns with 
United States Department of Labor’s (USDOL) October 28 determination on the impact of 
California’s Public Employees’ Pension Reform Act of 2013 (PEPRA) on collective bargaining 
protections, and to urge USDOL to continue to certify federal grants owed to California transit 
agencies as this matter is reviewed by the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
California. The October 28 determination argues that “…PEPRA effectively precludes 
certification under Section 13(c) for those transit agencies subject to its reforms…,” and notes 
“…PEPRA’s impact on transit workers’ collective bargaining rights is material and significant 
even if it does not eliminate collective bargaining over pension benefits altogether or alter 
collective bargaining procedures.” As such, the October 28 determination will prevent California 
transit agencies with workforces subject to PEPRA from receiving funding that is vital to 
maintaining transit service, employing transit workers, and delivering numerous social, 
environmental, mobility, economic, and equity benefits to Californians statewide.  

By way of background, our organizations mobilized to support the emergency relief funding 
provided to transit agencies by the United States Congress in 2020 and 2021 as well as the 
funding newly authorized for transit agencies in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act and the pending Build Back Better Act. From these measures, California transit 
agencies received approximately $10 billion in emergency relief funding and are set to receive a 
minimum of $9.5 billion in newly authorized funding.  

The emergency relief funding was, and continues to be, vital to transit agencies operating in 
rural, urban and suburban settings as they grapple with steep and persistent declines in 
ridership and work to Build Back Better from the pandemic. The newly authorized funding would 
supplement the investments made by the State of California and self-help counties across our 
state to bring public transit and passenger rail assets into a state of good repair and to expand 
access to affordable, frequent, and efficient transit service.  
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Taken together, this funding supports essential and frontline workers, including our transit 
workforce, as well as communities disproportionately hurt by the pandemic. Surveys have found 
that the majority of Californians who continue to rely on transit during the pandemic, are using 
the service to get to work, are overwhelmingly low-income and/or people of color, and lack 
access to a personal vehicle. Additionally, this funding is essential to supporting the state and 
nation in achieving the ambitious social, environmental, mobility, economic, and transportation 
equity objectives that are at the center of the Biden-Harris Administration’s policy agenda. 
Regrettably, roughly $12 billion in remaining relief funding and newly authorized funding 
intended for California transit agencies is now imperiled by the October 28 determination.    

Without this funding, transit service and workforce cuts that were avoided during the pandemic 
will commence soon at transit agencies across the state. Reduced transit service 
disproportionately harms vulnerable communities, making it more difficult for them to provide for 
their families and threatening the health of local economies. These impacts, which some might 
argue would be short-term in nature, would prove to be devastating and far-reaching. To be 
specific, California transit agencies, like transit agencies nationwide, are struggling to win riders 
back and to retain and grow their essential workforce. Service cuts would push more riders to 
purchase automobiles or pursue other auto-centric options – with lasting implications – and 
workforce cuts would mean that transit agencies would be ill-prepared to increase service when 
demand necessitates it and/or when this matter is resolved by the Court. Additionally, without 
this funding, transit agencies will delay capital improvement projects and transit vehicle 
procurements and defer payments to contractors. These cuts will compromise the condition of 
transit assets, limit transit agencies’ efforts to improve access to their services, undermine the 
role of California’s transit agencies in meeting our state’s environmental goals, slow the 
deployment of zero-emission vehicle technologies, and result in job losses in construction as 
well as domestic and California-based manufacturing.  

We again urge USDOL to continue to certify federal grants owed to California transit 
agencies as this matter is reviewed by the United States District Court for the Eastern 
District of California.  

Sincerely,  

Michael Pimentel, Executive Director 
California Transit Association  

Paul P. Skoutelas, President and CEO 
American Public Transportation Association 

Peter Tateishi, CEO 
Associated General Contractors of California 

Gwendolyn Litvak, Senior Vice President 
Bay Area Council 

Jacklyn Cuddy, Executive Director 
California Association for Coordinated Transportation  

Bill Higgins, Executive Director 
California Association of Councils of Governments  

Aaron A. Avery, Legislative Representative 
California Special Districts Association 

Graham Knaus, Executive Director 
California State Association of Counties 

Colin Parent, Executive Director and General Counsel 
Circulate San Diego 

Scott Bogren, Executive Director 
Community Transportation Association of America 

Eric Harris, Director of Public Policy 
Disability Rights California 

Hilary Norton, Executive Director 
FASTLinkDTLA 

Carolyn M. Coleman, Executive Director and CEO 
League of California Cities 

Jenny Larios, Executive Director 
Mobility 21 
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Lucy Dunn, President and CEO 
Orange County Business Council 

Nick Josefowitz, Chief Policy Officer 
SPUR 

Kiana L. Valentine, Executive Director 
Transportation California

 
 
cc: The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor, State of California 

The Honorable Nuria Fernandez, Administrator, Federal Transit Administration 
Ron Klain, Chief of Staff, Office of President Joseph R. Biden 
 
  


