
SUPPORT AB 1360 FOR ON-DEMAND CARPOOLING 

February 25, 2016 

California State Senate 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Senator, 

While last year’s enactment of SB 350 represented historic progress in advancing California’s climate goals 
through renewable energy, energy efficiency, and clean vehicle technologies, there remains much more we can do 
to reduce reliance on fossil fuels by turning our attention to the consumer transportation sector. 

One area of promise is to accelerate the diffusion of new, high-occupancy shared mobility options. In recent 
years, Transportation Network Companies (“TNCs”) like Lyft and Uber have developed new features that 
maximize the occupancy of vehicles on their platforms by dynamically matching multiple passenger groups 
traveling along similar routes. These shared ride options, known as “ridesplitting” (including Lyft Line and 
UberPOOL), have proven very popular with consumers, and they are achieving a level of adoption rarely 
experienced by traditional carpooling systems. For example, Lyft reports that over half of all passengers in San 
Francisco now use Lyft Line, and over 30% of matched Line rides in the city are triple matches.  

Lyft and Uber are currently collaborating with an independent study conducted by the Natural Resources Defense 
Council’s Urban Solutions Program and UC Berkeley’s Transportation Sustainability Research Center to analyze 
and quantify the environmental impacts of TNC ridesplitting services. 

In order to operate these services, TNCs require the ability to charge individual fares for unrelated passengers 
sharing a ride in a single vehicle. We urge you to advance AB 1360, a narrowly tailored bill to ensure TNCs may 
continue to allow this highly efficient form of ridesplitting by charging split fares.  

Last year the Assembly overwhelmingly approved AB 1360. The Senate Transportation and Housing Committee 
approved AB 1360 last summer. And in late January of this year, the Public Utilities Commission issued a 
proposed decision upholding the right of TNCs to offer split fares.  AB 1360 has been before the Senate Energy 
Committee with no action for more than six months. It is important that the Senate move quickly to pass this bill 
to provide clarity on the issue so that California communities may move forward in exploring the benefits of this 
promising new technology. 



If we foster the use of ridesplitting services to increase vehicle occupancy, improve access to public transit, and 
reduce reliance on personal vehicle ownership, they may become a new tool to help achieve the state’s 
transportation, climate, and land use goals.  

We respectfully request that you support moving this legislation forward without delay. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Eaken 
Natural Resources Defense Council 

Jena Price 
California League of Conservation Voters 

Jim Hartnett 
Caltrain 

Colin Parent 
Circulate San Diego 

Craig Lewis 
Clean Coalition 

Nicole Capretz 
Climate Action Campaign 

Jonathan Parfrey 
Climate Resolve 

Bill Magavern 
Coalition for Clean Air 

Lauren Navarro 
Environmental Defense Fund 

Dan Jacobson 
Environment California 

Matt Vander Sluis 
Greenbelt Alliance 

Steve Heminger 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

Howard Penn 
Planning and Conservation League 

Hasan Ikhrata  
Southern California Association of Governments 

Ratna Amin 
San Francisco Planning and Urban Research 
Association 

Stuart Cohen 
TransForm


