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SUPPORTERS OF FED SQUARE: AGAINST AN APPLE STORE 
 
Apple Store at Federation Square – Statement by Sally Warhaft 
 
I would love an Apple flagship store in Melbourne! It’s hard to walk by them in other great 
cities without stepping in. But Federation Square is our city’s meeting place: it is the built 
representation of our heritage. The Apple flagship store in London is not in Trafalgar Square: 
it’s in Regent Street. The Apple flagship store in New York is not next to the Statue of 
Liberty: it’s in Fifth Avenue. 
 
The City of Melbourne must do everything it can to encourage corporate flagship stores to 
open their doors here in our growing, vibrant, international city, but not on our prime public 
space. This decision by the state government came as a shock to most Melburnians. There 
was no consultation with the public or the Council. This is not the kind of governance people 
expect or want. If elected as Lord Mayor I will advocate strongly against this decision and 
ensure that any future proposals earmarked for our meeting places are openly discussed 
and debated. 
 
 
 
Apple Store at Federation Square – Statement by Rohan Leppert 
 
The State Government’s decision to approve the demolition of the Yarra Building and the 
construction of a new Apple Store to dominate Federation Square, and to make this decision 
without any public notification or consultation on the changes, was an absolute shocker. 
 
This decision constitutes a significant change in purpose, use and design of Federation 
Square, and the community backlash is completely understandable. 
 
I am pleased that my motion to Council in February calling on the State Government to go 
back to the drawing board was supported unanimously by Councillors. As Lord Mayor I will 
call out bad planning decisions like this one and agitate for genuine public input on decisions 
that impact our premier civic spaces. 
 
I’m supportive of an Apple flagship store somewhere in the central city, but oppose this 
secretive decision. Melburnians deserve a higher standard and a more transparent planning 
system. 
 
 
  



Apple Store at Federation Square – Statement by Kevin Ong 
 
I have always said that this Apple store should be in the Retail Core and somewhere along 
Collins Street or Bourke Street or along Elizabeth or Swanston Street. Not at Federation 
Square.  We are already short of public open space in the city centre so we should find more 
instead of reducing. 
 
 
 
Apple Store at Federation Square – Statement by Michael Burge 
 
“I am absolutely in favor of keeping Our City Square".  As Lord Mayor I will fight any attempt 
by vested commercial interests to deprive us our public space. Community well being, 
dignity, health and identity are interwoven with our public spaces. We have seen the carnage 
of the 90s under the then State Government and the impact on community health with the 
loss of hospitals and public spaces. The Square will not be surrendered. 
 
 
 
Apple Store at Federation Square – Statement by Nathalie Nicole O'Sughrue 
 
I can assure you that an Apple store does NOT belong in Federation Square. 
 
 
 
Apple Store at Federation Square – Statement by Gary Morgan 
 
I originally campaigned for Federation Square to be a park/recreation area – nothing has 
made me change my opinion – it will just take a few more years! 
  
To start: Make Federation Square ‘open to the South’ – NOT an ‘Apple Store’. 
  
It is Time: “Make Melbourne Great Again” – I said it at the Press Club yesterday! 
 
 
 
Apple Store at Federation Square – Statement by Katie Sfetkidis 
 
I am strongly against the inclusion of an Apple Store in Federation Square. This store will 
spoil the cultural heritage of this great public meeting place. Melbourne doesn’t need another 
retail space it’s needs a thriving centre for culture.  Fed Square should the thriving epicentre 
of Culture in this city; it should be celebrated as the go-to public meeting space for 
celebration or demonstration. 
 
  



Apple Store at Federation Square – Statement by Jennifer Yang 
 
I’m strongly opposed to the plans for an Apple Store in Federation Square.  

I welcome a flagship Apple Store coming to Melbourne but don’t think it should be located at Fed 
Square.  

People have criticised Fed Square over the years but no one can dispute that it has become the 
people’s square - a place where we meet friends, protest injustice or celebrate our teams big win. 

I think it’s time we stopped asking our Fed Square to ‘make a profit’ and instead measure its 
success by its contribution to the life of our city.  

As Lord Mayor, I will lobby the State Government to stop their plans for an Apple Store in our 
Fed Square. Moving forward we must give the community a real say over the governance of our 
Fed Square and remove the obligation that our Fed Square ‘make a profit’. 

I hope Sally Capp join the other candidates and me by strongly opposing the Apple Store at our 
Fed Square.  

If you haven't already go to Our City, Our Square - for Fed Square, not Apple Store Square find 
out more about the campaign. 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Vote1SallyCapp/?fref=mentions
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