
The Beloved Community, as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. described 
it over half a century ago, is a vision of society free of poverty, 
bigotry, racism, violence—discrimination of any kind. It is a vision 
built on pillars of love, equality, and justice. Although much 
progress has been made, we still stand far from this dream.

What can we, the people sitting around this table, do to create 
the beloved community—in our neighborhoods, in our schools, 
at our work places? How can we help each other do that? These 
are big questions we will wrestle with at the end of the dinner this 
evening, just as thousands of Americans across the country are 
getting together with their neighbors to do the same during the 
100 days between January 16th and April 26th, 2017. 

Thank you for taking this step to create the #BelovedCommunity.

HOW IT WORKS

6-10 DIVERSE 
GUESTS

3 BIG 
QUESTIONS

EQUAL TIME 
TO SHARE

ONE VOICE  
AT A TIME

Welcome to the #BelovedCommunity Civic Dinner 
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Please read after 
all are seated and 
ready to begin. 

HOUSE RULES
 
This conversation is different 
than a typical conversation 
in a few ways. We’ll start by 
introducing ourselves, then 
take turns answering three 
questions.

Each person will have equal 
time to share their thoughts, 
going around one at a time. 
Please be respectful of your 
speaking time so that we 
hear from everyone. This 
framework is designed 
to prevent debate from 
dominating the conversation.

This is an opportunity to 
speak your truth. We hope 
to share a diversity of 
experiences and ideas, so 
listen with an open mind 
and take this opportunity to 
be vulnerable. This is a safe 
space to share.

Give people the benefit of the 
doubt. This is a safe space to 
share and this is not the place 
to judge. If someone says 
something that offends you, 
first ask for clarification. 

Enjoy yourself and others! 
This is about getting to 
know yourself and others 
better through meaningful 
conversation.



Introductions
Starting with the person whose 
birthday is coming up soonest.  

Share your name, the name of the neighborhood 
you live in, and one thing you love about it. Continue 
introductions around the circle. 

Name, neighbor-
hood, & one thing 
you love about it.

QUESTION 1:   

PERSONAL 
CONNECTION  
 
APPETIZER & TOAST

The person who lives farthest 
away, please start with reading 
and answering the first question. 
Then go around the circle.

Dr. King’s Beloved Community is a vision that materializes 
in how we interact with people we encounter on a 
daily basis—neighbors, strangers, colleagues, friends, 
and family—and how large groups of people, such as 
organizations and countries, treat one another. 

The beloved community will be built neighbor by neighbor, 
city by city. 

Think of 
somebody you 
consider a good 
neighbor. 
Give a toast to 
them sharing what 
made/makes them 
a good neighbor.

QUESTION #2: 

COMMON 
VALUES & 
SHARED VISION 
MAIN COURSE 

The person who answered last, 
please read aloud and answer 
question #2. Continue having 
each person answer the question 
around the circle.

The core value of the quest for Dr. King’s Beloved 
Community was agape [ah-gaw-peh] love. Dr. King 
distinguished between three kinds of love: 1) romantic 
love 2) affection between friends and 3) agape love, which 
he described as an “overflowing love which is purely 
spontaneous, unmotivated, groundless and creative”…
”the love of God operating in the human heart.” He said 
that “Agape does not begin by discriminating between 
worthy and unworthy people…It begins by loving others 
for their sakes” and “makes no distinction between a friend 
and enemy; it is directed toward both… Agape is love 
seeking to preserve and create community.” 

Share a moment  
in your life when 
you experienced 
or witnessed 
agape love

QUESTION #3: 

COMMITMENT  
TO TAKE ACTION 
DESSERT / CLOSURE

The person who answered last, 
please read aloud and answer 
question #3. Continue having 
each person answer the question 
around the circle. 

Dr. King stated, “I do not think of political power as an 
end. Neither do I think of economic power as an end. They 
are ingredients in the objective that we seek in life. And I 
think that end of that objective is a truly brotherly society, 
the creation of the beloved community.” 

The Beloved Community will not be delivered to us from a 
policy that mandates peace and prosperity for all. It is up 
to us to create it. 

Take notes on the ideas to share back with the group after 
the dinner. 

What is one idea 
for what we, the 
people sitting 
around this table, 
can do to create 
the beloved 
community in our 
neighborhoods, in 
our schools, and in 
our work places?

Follow Up
The person who answered last, 
please read aloud the following:

Let’s thank each other for taking the time to share our 
stories and exploring Dr. MLK, Jr.’s dream of a Beloved 
Community. After the dinner, we’ll receive a follow-up 
email asking to share some of the ideas that we came 
up with tonight to include in a final report of ways we 
all can create the Beloved Community. If you found this 
experience to be valuable, please spread the word by 
tagging @civicdinners and #belovedcommunity on social 
media and consider hosting your own Civic Dinner.

Who’s intereted in 
hosting your own 
Civic Dinner?  
#belovedcommunity
@civicdinners
civicdinners.com

1-2 minutes per person

4-6 minutes per person

4-6 minutes per person

30 seconds per person

5 min

20 min

40 min

40 min

2 min

Intended for dinner groups of 6-10 people and takes 2-3 hours to complete
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