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DIAGRAMS

COMMERCIAL MODELLING

Concept G: Big Park

ASSESSMENT AGAINST OTHER CONCEPTS

This concept proposes a large park as a forecourt
to an expanded Central Library. A small minority of
participants in the Participatory Community Design
Process to date have advocated for the complete
demolition of the Civic Hall. Of those participants,
almost all have proposed replacement of the Civic
Hall with mixed community uses, exhibition spaces
and music venues in the same position as the
original building. This concept has been included
because it is the only significant concept that has not
been addressed elsewhere (and it emphases how
important ‘green spaces’ are to the citizens of Ballarat).

99 Lowest of all the construction costs
99 Likely to have a much higher level of sustainability
due to lower construction and ongoing costs
compared to potential income
99 Proposes lower private investment (32%), therefore
a relatively higher level of costs carried by the
public sector
99 The simplicity of the project implies a lower risk
99 The only commercial opportunity is the
underground car park

Library in full view

Maximise pedestrian pathways

COMPARISON TO OTHER CONCEPTS
Construction Cost

PRECEDENTS

% of private sector

Financial Risk

Sustainability of businesses

Large trees and paths
Central Park, New York

Civic building in a park

Melbourne Museum, Carlton Gardens

CIVIC HALL SITE

Library cafe connected with outside
State Library of Queensland, Brisbane

PARTICIPATORY COMMUNITY DESIGN PROCESS

STAGE ‘300 TO 10’ OF CONCEPT DESIGN

www.civichallsite.org

here studio

The key opportunities this project offers are the
provision of a large central park in the CBD, expected
low construction and running costs, and a significant
forecourt to an expanded Central Library with
carparking below. Further carparking has not been
included because it does not fit with the aims of this
concept, and would be required to be carried off-site,
such as on the Railway Station Precinct. The park is
imagined as densely populated by trees to create a
lush atmosphere, and continues across Armstrong St.

Concept G draws a bold vision for the site
that ignores many community
sentiments about the Civic Hall
and provides an extensive
CBD parkland, that
doubles as an entry to
the Central Library
and Community
Hub.
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