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INTRODUCTION 
 

 The rivalry between the schools now known as Ruth Bader Ginsburg High 

School, which is in Taftbury, and Antonin Scalia High School, which is in Warrenport, 

has existed for more than fifty years. The two Fairfield County high schools have ended 

their regular football season each year competing against each other. The rivalry has 

been a source of hometown pride and bragging rights for the two schools. The 2019 

game was rather unique, given the recent renaming of the high schools to honor two 

revered Justices of the United States Supreme Court. For the first time in the series, 

both teams entered the contest with an unbeaten 9-0 record. School spirit was at an all-

time high.  

The victim, Drew Gardener, a local journalist and sibling of the late local football 

legend “Good as Golden” Gordon Gardener (also known as the Golden Retriever), wrote 

an article memorializing the 1966 contest between the two schools; the newspaper’s 

Instagram account also linked to the article. In that first game the Golden Retriever set 

several state records that still stand today and led Warrenport's Trojans to a 35-0 victory 

over Taftbury's Falcons. Enthusiasm and excitement continued to build leading up to 

Saturday’s match-up between the two teams. Unfortunately, school spirit and 

enthusiasm may have been carried too far. On October 13, 2019, the Friday evening 

before the Saturday night showdown, Drew Gardener’s residence was vandalized by 

what appeared to be a teen prank gone wrong. Sheriff Downs, who was running for re-

election, investigated the vandalism. Not satisfied with the Sheriff’s investigation, Drew 

Gardener investigated the crime as well. The investigation led to the questioning of 

Taylor James, a high school student at Ginsburg High School. 

This case background is not to be used as evidence in the case, but rather is 

provided for background purposes only. 

 



 
 
 
 

PLEADINGS
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STIPULATIONS 
 

 

1.  The Defendant was over the age of 18 on October 13, 2019.  

2.  All exhibits included in these case materials are authentic and accurate in all respects; 
no objection to the authenticity of these exhibits will be entertained. Unless stated 
otherwise herein, the admissibility of the exhibits on other grounds may be challenged. 

3.  The signatures on the witness statements and all other documents are authentic. 

4. Ruth Bader Ginsburg High School has 650 students currently enrolled in grades 9 
through 12. The school has refused to provide any personally identifiable information 
concerning its students, claiming the information is protected without a valid subpoena 
or consent under the Family and Educational Rights and Privacy Act. 

5.  The 2018/2019 Ruth Bader Ginsburg Falcon Yearbook is available in the local public 
library and shows ten students with the last name of “James.” Three of the ten students 
with the last name of James have lettered in a sport and therefore have earned the 
right to have a letter jacket. It is up to each individual student who has earned a letter to 
purchase a letter jacket if they so desire. 

6.  Becky Jones is stationed in Japan. 

7. Scheduling of the trial date should not be a factor in the case. 

8. All the parties agree that the map is an accurate portrayal of Fairfield County. 

9. All parties agree it is only necessary to show the residences referenced in the case on 
the map of Fairfield County. 

10.   Each witness had the opportunity, up until the beginning of trial, to make any necessary 
revisions to their statements. 

 

 

 
 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

 Plaintiff, )  

vs.  ) COMPLAINT 

 ) (Trespass to Land) 

TAYLOR JAMES, ) (Conversion) 

 )  

                 Defendant. ) JURY TRIAL REQUESTED 

 )  

   
 

Comes now, Plaintiff, who would respectfully allege and show this Honorable Court that: 
 
1. Plaintiff is a citizen and resident of Fairfield County, Connecticut. 
 
2. Upon information and belief, Defendant is a citizen and resident of Fairfield 

County, Connecticut 
 
3. On or about October 13, 2019, Defendant intentionally entered upon, and caused 

damage and destruction to, the land of Plaintiff located at 3 Magnolia Lane, 
Warrenport, Fairfield County, Connecticut. While on Plaintiff’s land, Defendant 
intentionally caused damage and destruction to Plaintiff’s personal property 
located on the land. 

 
FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

(TRESPASS TO LAND) 
 

4. Plaintiff realleges paragraphs 1 through 3 of the complaint as if fully restated here. 
 
5. Defendant’s conduct was negligent, careless, reckless, grossly negligent, willful, 

wanton, malicious, and intentionally harmful to Plaintiff’s land in one or more of the 
following particulars: 

 
a. Intruding upon Plaintiff’s land; and 
b. Depositing toilet paper, dog food, cheese, and plastic forks on Plaintiff’s 

land; and, 
c. Defacing and destroying plants, soil, and landscaping on Plaintiff’s land. 

 
6. As a result of Defendant’s actions, Plaintiff suffered damages in one or more of 

the following particulars: 
 

a. Loss of use and enjoyment of land; 
b. Cost of repair and restoration of land; 
c. Depreciation or loss of value of land; and,  
d. Mental pain and suffering, discomfort, and annoyance. 
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All of which were the direct and proximate result of Defendant’s actions, set forth 
in paragraph 5, for which Plaintiff is entitled to relief in the form of judgment 
against Defendant. 

 
FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

(CONVERSION) 
 

7. Plaintiff realleges paragraphs 1 through 3 of the complaint as if fully restated here. 
  

8. Defendant’s conduct was negligent, careless, reckless, grossly negligent, willful, 
wanton, malicious, and intentionally harmful to Plaintiff’s property in one or more 
of the following particulars: 

 
a. Depositing toilet paper, dog food, and cheese in and on Plaintiff’s garden; 

and, 
b. Defacing and destroying Plaintiff’s plants, soil, fence, and landscaping on 

Plaintiff’s land. 
 

9. As a result of Defendant’s actions, Plaintiff suffered damages in one or more of 
the following particulars: 

 
a. Damage to personal property; 
b. Loss of use and enjoyment of personal property; 
c. Depreciation or loss of value of personal property; and, 
d. Cost of repair of personal property. 
 

All of which were the direct and proximate result of Defendant’s actions, set forth in 
paragraph 8, for which the Plaintiff is entitled to relief in the form of judgment 
against the Defendant. 

 
WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff prays for judgment against the Defendant for: 

 
a. Actual and punitive damages, as the jury deems appropriate; 
b. The costs of bringing this action; and, 
c. Such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate. 

 
      _____ 
Christopher J. Brown, Jr., Attorney for Plaintiff 
P.O. Box 112233, Warrenport, CT 06883 

       
September 3, 2020



STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

 Plaintiff, )  

vs.  ) ANSWER 

 )  

TAYLOR JAMES, )  

 )  

                 Defendant. ) JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

 )  

   
 

The Defendant in this matter, answering the Plaintiff’s Complaint, asserts that: 
 
1. Each and every allegation in the Plaintiff’s Complaint, unless specifically admitted 

herein, is denied. 
 

2. The allegations in Paragraph 1 of the Complaint are admitted, upon information and 
belief. 

 

3. The allegations in Paragraph 2 of the Complaint are admitted. 
 

4. The allegations in Paragraph 3 of the Complaint are denied. 
 

5. The allegations in Paragraphs 4 through 6 are denied. 
 

6. The allegations in Paragraphs 7 through 9 of the Complaint are denied. 
 

FOR A FIRST ALTERNATIVE DEFENSE 
(FAILURE TO MITIGATE DAMAGES) 

 

7. The Defendant reincorporates paragraphs 1 through 6 as if repeated here verbatim. 
 

8. Even if it is determined that the Defendant caused or contributed to the Plaintiff’s 
damages, which is specifically denied, then the Plaintiff failed to take reasonable 
steps to lessen or avoid damages. Therefore, the Plaintiff’s recovery must be 
reduced to the extent of the failure to mitigate damages.  

 

WHEREFORE, the Defendant prays for judgment from this Court as follows: 
 

a. A judgment in favor of the Defendant and that the Plaintiff shall recover 
nothing; 

b. An award of the costs of defense of this action from the Plaintiff; and, 
c. Such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate. 

 

Blue and Associates, PA 
       
Sara Renee Blue, Attorney for the Defendant 
P.O. Drawer 03423, Taftbury, CT 06896 

October 5, 2020
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JURY INSTRUCTIONS

 

 



Role of Judge/Role of Jury 

You as the jury and I as the judge have two separate functions. It is your function to find 
what the facts are in this case; with respect to the facts, you and you alone are charged with 
that responsibility. My function is to instruct you as to the law to be applied to the facts that 
you find in order to decide this case. With respect to the law, what I say to you is binding 
upon you and you must follow my instructions. 

I do not have any preference as to the outcome of this case. I have not meant to convey by 
facial expression or tone of voice or in any other way at any time during the trial any 
preference or inclination as to how you should decide the facts, and you should not make 
any such interpretations. If, in my instructions to you, I refer to one party more than the 
other, or do anything that in your mind suggests a preference for one side or the other, it is 
not done on purpose. My task has been to apply the rules of evidence and to instruct you as 
to the law. It is for you alone to decide on the outcome of this case. 

 

Duty to Follow the Law 

It is your duty to follow my instructions and conscientiously apply the law as I give it to you to 
the facts as you find them in order to arrive at your ultimate verdict. If you should have a 
different idea of what the law is or even what you feel it ought to be, you must disregard your 
own notions and apply the law as I give it to you. The parties are counting on having their 
claims decided according to particular legal standards that are the same for everyone, and 
those are the standards I will give you and that you must follow. If what counsel said about 
the law differs from what I tell you, you will dismiss from your minds what they may have said 
to you. You must decide this case based only on the law that I furnish to you and on the basis 
of all of the law as I give it to you regardless of the order of my instructions. You must not 
single out any particular instruction or give it more or less emphasis than any other, but rather 
must apply all of my instructions on the law that apply to the facts as you find them. 

 

Burden of Proof 

The standard of proof in a civil case is that the Plaintiffs must prove their case by a 
preponderance of the evidence. This is a less stringent standard than is applied in a criminal 
case, where the prosecution must prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt. By contrast, in 
a civil case such as this one, the Plaintiffs are not required to prove their case beyond a 
reasonable doubt. In a civil case, the party bearing the burden of proof meets the burden 
when he or she shows it to be true by a preponderance of the evidence. The standard of a 
preponderance of the evidence means the greater weight of the evidence. A preponderance 
of the evidence is such evidence which, when considered and compared with any opposed 
to it, has more convincing force and produces in your minds a belief that what is sought to 
be proved is more probably true than not true. 

A proposition is proved by a preponderance of the evidence if, after you have weighed the 
evidence, that proposition is made to appear more likely or probable in the sense that there 
exists in your minds an actual belief in the truth of that proposition derived from the 
evidence, notwithstanding any doubts that may still linger in your minds. 
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Simply stated, a matter has been proved by a preponderance of the evidence if you 
determine, after you have weighed all of the evidence that that matter is more probably true 
than not true. 

 

Credibility of Witnesses 

The credibility of witnesses and the weight to be given to their testimony are matters for you 
as jurors to determine. However, there are some things to keep in mind. It is the quality and 
not the quantity of testimony that controls. In weighing the testimony of each witness, you 
may consider whether the witness has any interest in the outcome of the trial. You should 
consider a witness’s opportunity and ability to observe facts correctly and to remember them 
truly and accurately, and you should test the evidence each witness gives you by your own 
knowledge of human nature and the motives that influence and control human actions. You 
may consider the reasonableness of what the witness says and the consistency or 
inconsistency of (his/her) testimony. You may consider (his/her) testimony in relation to facts 
that you find to have been otherwise proven. 

You may believe all of what a witness tells you, some of what a witness tells you, or none of 
what a particular witness tells you. You need not believe any particular number of witnesses 
and you may reject uncontradicted testimony if you find it reasonable to do so. In short, you 
are to apply the same considerations and use the same sound judgment and common 
sense that you use for questions of truth and veracity in your daily life. 

Testimony of Police Officials 

Police officials have testified. You should neither believe nor disbelieve the testimony of a 
police official just because (he/she) is a police official. You must determine the credibility of 
police officials in the same way and by the same standards as you would evaluate the 
testimony of any other witness. You should recall (his/her) demeanor on the stand, (his/her) 
manner of testifying, and evaluate it just as carefully as you would the testimony of any other 
witness. 

Trespass of Person 

The Plaintiff claims that the Defendant trespassed on the Plaintiff’s land. Trespass is the 
going onto the land of another without the express or implied consent of the 
(owner/possessor) to do so. 
 
Elements of Claim 
To establish the Defendant's liability for trespass of person, the Plaintiff must prove three 
essential elements by a preponderance of the evidence: 

1. the Plaintiff (owned/possessed) to the exclusion of others the portion of property 
where the trespass allegedly occurred; 

2. the Defendant caused an invasion, intrusion, or entry of the property without the 
express or implied consent of the Plaintiff [or prior owners]; and 

3. the entry was done intentionally by the Defendant. 

As to the third element, the Plaintiff must prove that the Defendant’s entry upon the 
Plaintiff’s property was intentional. The Plaintiff need not prove that the Defendant intended 
to cause damage or injury to the land in order to prove trespass. The Plaintiff also does not 



have to prove that the Defendant knew that it was the Plaintiff’s property. It is sufficient if the 
Plaintiff proves that the Defendant’s conscious objective was to enter the property in 
question and that the Defendant’s actions were voluntary rather than accidental or coerced. 

If you find that the Plaintiff has failed to prove any of the first three elements, then you must 
find in favor of the Defendant on this count. If you find that the Plaintiff has proven the first 
three elements of trespass, then you must find for the Plaintiff. The exact monetary value of 
damages will be assessed at a later time. 

Conversion 

The Plaintiff seeks to recover damages from the Defendant for the alleged conversion of 
(his/her) personal property. A Defendant is liable for conversion when (he/she), without 
authorization, assumes and exercises ownership or control over property belonging to 
someone else and thereby deprives the other person of the property, either permanently or 
for an indefinite period of time. Conversion can occur where a Defendant wrongfully takes 
possession of the other person's property or where (he/she) wrongfully exercises control 
over the property. The essence of conversion is dealing with another's personal property in 
a manner that is adverse to and inconsistent with the ownership or possessory rights of the 
Plaintiff in that property. 

To bring a claim for conversion, the Plaintiff must have been the "owner" of the property. An 
owner of property can be someone who has full, legal title, but also includes someone who 
may not have legal title but who has the right to immediate possession and control of the 
property. 

Elements of Claim 

To establish the Defendant's liability for conversion, the Plaintiff must prove four essential 
elements by a fair preponderance of the evidence: 

1. that the property at issue belonged to the Plaintiff. In other words, that at the time the 
Defendant took (possession of / control over) the property, the Plaintiff (owned / was 
entitled to take immediate possession of) the property; 

2. that the Defendant (took possession of / exercised control over) the Plaintiff's 
property which deprived the Plaintiff of the property either permanently or for an 
indefinite period of time; 

3. that the Defendant's conduct was unauthorized. In other words, the Defendant's acts 
were wrongful, were without the Plaintiff's permission, and without any other lawful 
authority; and 

4. that the Defendant's conduct caused harm to the Plaintiff. 

The Plaintiff has the burden to prove, by a preponderance of the evidence, each of the 
elements of conversion as I have previously instructed you. The Defendant has no burden to 
disprove conversion. If you find that the Plaintiff has not proved (his/her) claim of conversion 
as to any of the personal property at issue, you must return a Defendant's verdict on that 
claim. If, however, you find that the Plaintiff has proved that the Defendant converted all or 
some of (his/her) personal property, you must return a Plaintiff's verdict after deciding what 
damages to award the Plaintiff in connection with that claim. 
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Damages - Duty to Mitigate (or Minimize) 

If you find for the Plaintiff with respect to conversion, you should also consider what efforts 
the Plaintiff took to minimize the effects of (his/her) losses. One who has incurred damages 
by the actions of another must use reasonable care to promote recovery and prevent any 
aggravation or increase of the damages. The Plaintiff is not entitled to be compensated for 
any damage or aggravation of damages caused by (his/her) failure to minimize damages. 
Thus, although the exact monetary value of damages will be determined at a later time, you 
should note the extent to which you find that the Plaintiff made (his/her) condition worse by 
not taking reasonable care to prevent any aggravation or increase of the damages. It is the 
Defendant's burden to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that the Plaintiff has failed 
to minimize (his/her) damages. 

 
 
 
 
  



STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

 Plaintiff, )  

vs.  )  

 )  

TAYLOR JAMES, )  

 )  

                 Defendant. )  

 )  

   
 

 
Appendix A 

 

JURY VERDICT FORM 

 

We, the jury, empaneled and sworn in the above-entitled cause, do, upon our oaths, find as 

follows: 

 COUNT 1 – Trespass of Person 

❏ For the Plaintiff 

❏ Not for the Plaintiff  

 

 COUNT 2 – Conversion 

❏ For the Plaintiff 

If for Plaintiff, did the Plaintiff fail to mitigate damages? 

❏ Yes 

              If yes, what percentage of the damages are a result of this failure? 

________% 

❏ No 

❏ Not for the Plaintiff  

         

       Foreperson:   __________________ 
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WITNESS STATEMENTS 
WITNESSES 

 

PLAINTIFF 

Drew Gardener                                                                                                    Plaintiff 

Kerry Jordan         Store Manager 

Lou N. Adams     Neighbor 

 

DEFENSE 

Taylor James  Defendant 

Kasey James    Parent of Taylor James 

Sheriff Downs                                                                                               Local Sheriff 

 

 
 

 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 )  

 Plaintiff, ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

vs.  )  

 )  

TAYLOR JAMES, )  

 )  

                 Defendant. ) Statement of Drew Gardener 

 )  

   
 

 1. My name is Drew Gardener. I have lived in Warrenport all of my life, except for 1 

when I attended college in the 70s. I have resided at 3 Magnolia Lane in Warrenport, 2 

Fairfield County, Connecticut, for the past nine years. I bought my house from Lou 3 

Adams when Lou downsized to the house across the street. What I liked best about the 4 

house was the huge yard: plenty of room in front and to the side of the house to pursue 5 

vegetable gardening–a long time passion of mine–in my free time. 6 

  7 

 2. I work as a journalist and the opinions page editor for the Sun Times in Fairfield 8 

County. The Sun Times is so close to my house that I walk to work. In order to keep up 9 

with technological advancements, the Sun Times recently created an Instagram account 10 

where we can link to our most recent articles; this has helped us keep readership up as 11 

the newspaper industry as a whole declines. Not all of my opinions are popular. I 12 

sometimes receive some hate mail because people with different opinions have taken 13 

issue with an editorial I have written or a letter to the editor that I have approved for print. 14 

Mostly it is because people just do not understand all the facts.  15 

 16 

 3. I received my journalism degree in 1977 from the University of Connecticut. I 17 

started my career at the Sun Times after moving back home following graduation. I have 18 

worn many hats at the paper, but have spent most of my time as an investigative 19 

reporter. I pride myself on my ability to uncover the story that people would rather sweep 20 

under the rug. There are tricks of the trade to get people to talk or to tell their “dirty little 21 

secrets,” but I would never compromise my ethics to get a story. 22 

 23 

 4. I write an opinions column, which is probably the reason why we are here. I 24 

wrote a tribute piece about the first matchup between the Warrenport Trojans and the 25 

Taftbury Falcons in 1966. My column had a teaser on the front page of the Sunday 26 

paper, October 8, 2019. Our Instagram account also highlighted my article. My topic was 27 

about the start of the ongoing football rivalry between the two schools. There have been 28 

brothers, fathers, sons, and grandfathers who have competed in this legendary series. I 29 

also wrote about the new traveling trophy that the booster clubs from each school 30 

collaborated and sponsored: the BEST award, which stands for Better Excellence in 31 

Sports Trophy. The winning school gets to display the trophy for an entire year.  32 

 33 

 5. There was a lot of hype going into the rivalry game on Saturday, October 14, 34 

2019, because, for the first time ever both teams were undefeated with a 9-0 record. This 35 
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was always the last game for each team during the regular season, so it was a perfect 1 

time to seize on the hype in my article. 2 

 3 

 6. The 1966 game was a game to remember. I remember that game as if it were 4 

yesterday. I was eleven years old at the time. My article recounted how my brother, 5 

Gordon the “Golden Retriever,” set two state records that still stand. Gordon had four 6 

interceptions and returned one interception 105 yards for a touchdown. Gordon’s 7 

achievements allowed the Warrenport Trojans to demolish and humble the Taftbury 8 

Falcons with a final score of 35-0. Ever since then, the games have been much closer. 9 

Gordon graduated from high school in 1967. He went off to fight in the Vietnam War and 10 

was killed in combat. When Gordon was in high school, he too was really into gardening, 11 

so I mentioned in the article that I had built my current vegetable garden in his honor. 12 

 13 

 7. Some people accused me of taking sides in my article. However, the article 14 

about my brother was only a historical recount. Admittedly, I have lived in Warrenport 15 

nearly all of my life and naturally grew up as an avid Trojans fan. I attended Warrenport 16 

High School like my brother. I am not responsible for angry Falcons fans who are 17 

embarrassed by the 1966 game. I imagine that is why I was targeted by Taylor James. It 18 

is one thing to express your opinion if you disagree with a certain point of view; it is 19 

another thing to take it to a different level and vandalize someone else’s property. I make 20 

no apologies.  21 

 22 

 8. My home was a place of beauty and tranquility before it was vandalized. When 23 

I purchased my home in 2011 from Lou Adams, it had almost three acres of unused land 24 

in front and to the side of the house. Since 2011, I’ve worked tirelessly to transform that 25 

land into a beautiful vegetable garden. I grow everything from garden staples like lettuce 26 

and pumpkins to more obscure vegetables like fiddleheads and ramps. I considered my 27 

garden to be the best in the area. Caring for and cultivating my landscape was a hobby 28 

for me, and also a great way to honor my brother’s legacy. On top of that, it doesn’t hurt 29 

that I’m able to sell my vegetables in order to finance the garden’s maintenance costs. 30 

 31 

 9. When I first built the garden back in 2012, I realized that there were some 32 

people who were helping themselves to my vegetables, so I posted two “No Trespassing” 33 

signs on the property. The signs were in plain view for anyone coming onto the property. 34 

After that, I didn’t have any problems with people coming onto my land. 35 

 36 

 10. In the fall of 2019, pumpkins were my best selling item by far–as they are 37 

every fall. I had recently invested in a new complex irrigation system that was allowing 38 

me to grow both more and bigger pumpkins than ever. The system was expensive to set 39 

up, but with the revenue I was bringing in from pumpkin sales I was well on my way to 40 

making up the cost. That all changed on the night of October 13, 2019. 41 

 42 

 11. That night, I turned in early for bed around 7:30pm. I took some over-the-43 

counter PM-pain medicine because I had a terrible headache. It knocked me out and, 44 

quite honestly, I did not hear a thing throughout the night. I guess we had a huge 45 

thunderstorm that night, but I did not even wake up to the reported thunder and hail. I 46 

woke up around 7:30am on Saturday morning. When I went to my front porch to retrieve 47 

the Sun Times, my heart sank. My garden was ruined. My tomato and pea plants were 48 

covered with wet toilet paper to the point that it weighed down the branches and many of 49 

the stems were broken. My pumpkins had been bashed in, many of their vines had been 50 

snapped, and the entire patch had been trampled over. The vandals also dug up seeds 51 



and various plants with hundreds of plastic forks that were littered across the garden. To 1 

make matters worse, the vandals had cut huge holes in my fence and scattered dog food 2 

and shredded cheese all over the garden. Rodents, raccoons, squirrels, and stray dogs 3 

further dug up my garden and trashed through plants in an attempt to get the dog food 4 

and cheese. After looking at the yard, I was so depressed that I just turned around and 5 

went back inside the house. 6 

 7 

 12. I reported the damage that morning to the Fairfield County Sheriff’s 8 

Department, which is located in Taftbury. I expected a quick response because Taftbury 9 

is not far away. While I was waiting for Sheriff Downs to arrive, I went ahead and 10 

cancelled my participation at the football game for that night because I was too 11 

overwhelmed. I did not leave the house that day. 12 

 13 

13. I was surprised by Sheriff Downs’ flippant attitude on the phone regarding my 14 

ordeal. Sheriff Downs laughed it off like it was a big joke. The Sheriff told me that it was 15 

just a “teen prank,” “school spirit,” to “forget about it,” and that the “Department had to 16 

expend its limited resources on more serious matters.” The “more serious matter” was 17 

probably Sheriff Downs’ re-election campaign. I insisted that something be done or I 18 

would note the Sheriff’s less than diligent response in my next editorial. In retrospect, I 19 

think Sheriff Downs did not want to pursue the matter because it was an election year 20 

and did not want to offend the James family. Sheriff Downs was only up marginally in the 21 

polls. Offending the James family would have been sudden death politically since the 22 

James family wields so much power in Taftbury. 23 

 24 

 14. Sheriff Downs eventually came to my home to supposedly look for clues. I do 25 

not know why it took Sheriff Downs so long, since everyone knows that Taftbury and 26 

Warrenport are less than fifteen minutes apart. I never saw the Sheriff take notes. The 27 

Sheriff said that often in instances of teen pranks, it is easy to locate the culprits because 28 

teens tend to brag to their friends about their mischievous acts. Sheriff Downs promised 29 

to check with the area schools.  30 

 31 

 15. Frankly, I was too depressed to clean up the mess of dog food, cheese, toilet 32 

paper, and plastic forks immediately. I had to pack and leave town on Sunday, October 33 

15, 2019, to attend a week long journalism convention in Massachusetts that I scheduled 34 

months before. While I was out of town, I called a local yard service company to clean up 35 

the mess first thing that Monday. When I got back into town on Sunday, October 22, 36 

2019, nothing had been cleaned up, and more wild animals had clearly gotten into the 37 

garden while I was away. I started cleaning it up that following day. Unfortunately, I do 38 

not have any pictures of the vandalism due to a miscommunication between myself and 39 

Warrenport Landscaping and Garden Center, the yard service. I thought Warrenport 40 

Landscaping and Garden Center took pictures while they were estimating. I had to have 41 

Warrenport Garden Center replace the entirety of my vine plants (tomatoes, peas, etc.) 42 

because the main branches were broken on each. I also ended up having to have them 43 

dig up and re-soil a large portion of the garden because of how trampled it was, and I 44 

had to get my garden’s gate replaced. And, because I’ve always wanted them, I planted 45 

a row of hazelnut trees.  46 

 47 

 17. A month after the vandalism, I called Sheriff Downs to find out the status of 48 

the investigation. Sheriff Downs told me there were no leads or clues. Sheriff Downs said 49 

the investigation had been terminated and the file was marked unsolved. Since the 50 

Sheriff’s Department was not doing anything, I decided to put my investigative reporting 51 
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skills to work. I went to several area stores on a hunch that the items used in the 1 

vandalism were purchased all at the same time. I asked them to look back at their 2 

records to see if they sold a large volume of toilet paper in October. My search ended 3 

when Kerry Jordan, the manager of Shop-N-Lot, found a spike in toilet paper sales on 4 

October 11, 2019. Kerry let me look at that day’s receipts. I found the receipt where 144 5 

rolls of toilet paper, two 40 pound bags of dog food, two cases of shredded colby-jack 6 

cheese, and six-50 count boxes of plastic forks were purchased with cash. Fortunately, 7 

Kerry had a video surveillance tape and was able to pinpoint that portion of the tape 8 

when the purchase was made. The video showed the back of the person making the 9 

purchase wearing a Ginsburg Falcons letter jacket with the name “James” embroidered 10 

on the back. Kerry let me take the video surveillance tape and a copy of the receipt with 11 

me.  12 

 13 

 18. Kerry has been extremely helpful to me. I would not have been able to piece 14 

this information together if not for Kerry’s help. It turns out that Kerry wanted to be a 15 

journalist. We talked about my career and I suggested that Kerry submit a résumé to the 16 

Sun Times. I saw some of Kerry’s work in a portfolio. I usually do not get involved with 17 

hiring, but I promised Kerry that I would make sure the résumé did not get stuck on 18 

someone’s desk.   19 

 20 

 19. I went to the local library and checked out the 2018/2019 Falcons Yearbook 21 

for persons with the name “James” who have lettered in a sport. There were only three. 22 

Upon carefully reviewing each picture, there was only one person with the last name 23 

“James” who would have had a letter jacket who matched the general build of the person 24 

making the purchase in the video – that person was the Defendant Taylor James. Lou 25 

Adams and Kerry Jordan confirmed my suspicions when I pointed out Taylor James in 26 

the yearbook. I even looked at the Sun Times’s original Instagram post highlighting my 27 

article about Gordon, and found a comment from someone with the username 28 

@taylorjames13 that read, “U Scalia fans will get what’s coming to u this weekend.” I 29 

gave the videotape, a copy of the receipt, a copy of the yearbook page with Taylor 30 

James’ picture, and a screenshot of the Instagram comment as evidence to Sheriff 31 

Downs to revive the investigation of this case. Sheriff Downs told me that Taylor James 32 

had an alibi. I find the whole matter rather suspicious, especially since the James family 33 

was such a big supporter of Sheriff Downs’ election campaign. 34 

 35 

 20. It took a long time to rebuild my garden. I invested thousands of dollars.  I had 36 

to hire Warrenport Landscaping and Garden Center to restore my yard back to its original 37 

glory, and even with their help I wasn’t able to salvage nearly enough pumpkins to cover 38 

the expenses of the repairs. 39 

 40 

 21. All I want is to deter future childish pranks that can cause real harm. An 41 

example should be made out of Taylor James.   42 

 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 

I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 

 
Signed, 

 



      Drew Gardener    
      Drew Gardener  

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00am on the day of this round of the 2020 
Connecticut Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

William Smith   
William Smith, Notary Public 
State of Connecticut 
My Commission Expires: 07/02/2023 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 )  

 Plaintiff, ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

vs.  )  

 )  

TAYLOR JAMES, )  

 )  

                 Defendant. ) Statement of Kerry Jordan 

 )  

   
 

 1 

 1. My name is Kerry Jordan. I have lived in Warrenport all my life. I live in the 2 

house that my great-great-uncle built when he settled here. I found an old journal of his 3 

hidden in a window seat in my house my sophomore year in high school. He wrote about 4 

his own life and reported on interesting events that happened in the community. His 5 

journal sparked my interest in writing and I have been keeping my own journal ever 6 

since. I graduated from Fairfield University with a degree in journalism in May 2005.  7 

 8 

 2. I am currently employed as a store manager at Shop-N-Lot on Main Street, an 9 

independently owned grocery store that offers substantial savings for bulk purchasing. 10 

Unlike some other stores that offer savings for bulk purchases, Shop-N-Lot does not 11 

have memberships – anyone can take advantage of the cost savings. I was not able to 12 

find a job in journalism when I graduated. Unfortunately, I never recovered from poor 13 

grades my freshman year. The transition from high school to college was such a big 14 

adjustment for me. My freshman year was filled with general courses in large lecture 15 

halls. It was overwhelming. Although I stumbled my freshman year, I excelled once I 16 

started taking journalism classes. The journalism school at Fairfield University is 17 

nationally ranked, so I am proud of my journalism degree. I feel confident that if I can get 18 

my foot in the door somewhere, I can sell myself as an outstanding candidate for an 19 

investigative reporter position. I have sent my résumé to the Sun Times in Fairfield at 20 

least a dozen times. I have even sent numerous letters to the editor and proposed 21 

articles, although they have not yet been published. I keep copies of all my work in a 22 

portfolio. My great-great-uncle would be so prod. It is just a matter of getting that first 23 

journalism job. I need someone to look beyond my overall GPA and give me a chance. 24 

 25 

 3. Since I know most people in Warrenport and have friends in Taftbury, I do not 26 

have a bias one way or another over the rivalry between Ginsburg and Scalia High 27 

Schools. Because I want to be a reporter, I am able to look at the football rivalry from 28 

both sides. I can go to either high school’s football games and root for the home team.  29 

 30 

 4. I took a job at the Shop-N-Lot after graduating from Fairfield University to keep 31 

the bills paid. I have tried to stay active in the community. That is why I have season 32 

tickets to both the Ginsburg and Scalia football games that I purchased from the booster 33 

clubs. I remember when Drew Gardener came into the store looking for help. Drew told 34 



me a heart-wrenching story about what happened to his/her award-winning garden. I 1 

was eager to help and use my investigative abilities to solve an “unsolvable case,” which 2 

is how I understand Sheriff Downs described it. 3 

 4 

 5. Drew Gardener came into the Shop-N-Lot in mid-November and said how 5 

vandals destroyed his garden and fence. This was apparently all because of an article 6 

that appeared in the Sun Times and was posted on their Instagram account. Drew 7 

insisted that the vandals struck in retaliation. I remember reading the article. It was a 8 

good tribute to Drew’s brother. While it was about Warrenport and Scalia, the article was 9 

not derogatory against Taftbury and Ginsburg. I can see how some folks still cannot 10 

laugh about Taftbury’s miserable performance in 1966 with a 35-0 slaughter. The 11 

Warrenport fans were equally upset about the 38-3 shellacking on October 14, 2019. 12 

 13 

 6. I empathized with Drew because I know reporters often take the heat when a 14 

reader does not want to hear facts that are contrary to an opinion that they hold as true. 15 

Since Drew worked for the Sun Times, my interest naturally piqued. This was my chance 16 

to get my foot in the door. Drew was very receptive to discuss a career in journalism. 17 

Luckily, I had my portfolio with me in the back office. Drew looked at my portfolio of news 18 

stories I had written. It appeared that we had similar writing styles and investigative 19 

instincts.   20 

 21 

7. Anyway, Drew asked me if I was aware if there had been a run on toilet paper 22 

during the first half of October. I pulled up the inventory reports in the computer and 23 

discovered that the Shop-N-Lot sold more toilet paper than usual several days before 24 

the big game. After reviewing the inventory reports more closely, I linked the toilet paper 25 

sale with the additional sale of dog food, shredded cheese, and plastic forks.  The 26 

inventory report showed that the combination of these supplies purchased only occurred 27 

on October 11, 2019. I let Drew look at the cash receipts for October 11. The purchase 28 

was so unique it did not take a long time to find the correct receipt. Someone made the 29 

purchase of the suspicious items at 4:30pm. I cannot believe someone actually bought 30 

that much toilet paper. It was not even on sale! Drew had hoped that the purchase would 31 

have been made by check or credit card to discover the identity of the culprit. 32 

Unfortunately, the purchase was made with cash, so we could not go any further with the 33 

receipt.  34 

 35 

 8. I suggested that we look at the store’s video surveillance tape to try and 36 

identify the purchaser. We looked at the October 11, 2019, tape in the office. I was able 37 

to pinpoint the portion of the tape when the purchase was made because there was a 38 

time and date stamp on the lower right hand corner of the video tape and the receipt. It 39 

was easy since there was only one customer with two buggies full of toilet paper. 40 

 41 

 9. Our view of the person in the video was limited. We could only see the back of 42 

the person. The person was wearing a Ginsburg Falcons letter jacket and “James” was 43 

embroidered on the back. I do not remember if the person in the video had a hat or not. I 44 

suggested to Drew to look at the school yearbook to narrow down the list of suspects. 45 

Drew brought the yearbook back to the store and we questioned the store clerk that 46 

handled the sale to see if she remembered the person making the purchase. It would be 47 

hard to forget—it is not everyday that a shopper purchases that much toilet paper. The 48 

store clerk, Becky Jones, said “no” but when she was shown Taylor James’ picture, she 49 

looked away and said she did not want to get involved because she recently graduated 50 

from Ginsburg High School. I was convinced by her reaction, as well as my identification 51 
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of physical similarities, that the culprit was Taylor James. Unfortunately, Becky and her 1 

husband are now stationed in Japan. 2 

 3 

10. Before I let Drew take the surveillance tape and a copy of the receipt to the 4 

Sheriff, Drew offered to take my résumé to the newspaper. Drew said that the resume 5 

would find its way to the right person at the Sun Times and I was certain to get a job. I 6 

helped with the investigation because I cared. It was the right thing to do. My testimony 7 

has nothing to do with getting a job at the Sun Times. I have not been offered a job there 8 

yet, but I have been called to interview for an investigative reporter position. I got the call 9 

to interview about a month before this trial. I feel confident that my opportunity to 10 

interview at the Sun Times is a result of Drew noticing my skills as a reporter. There is 11 

nothing sinister about that. 12 

 13 

 11. Sheriff Downs never came to talk to me, never verified the register receipt, 14 

and never verified the video surveillance was from Shop-N-Lot. The Sheriff wrote this 15 

case off from the beginning.  16 

 17 

 
WITNESS ADDENDUM 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 

Signed, 
 
 

      Kerry Jordan    
      Kerry Jordan 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00am on the day of this round of the 2020 
Connecticut Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

C.M. McCormack  
C.M. McCormack, Notary Public 
State of Connecticut 
My Commission Expires: 12/08/2023



STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 )  

 Plaintiff, ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

vs.  )  

 )  

TAYLOR JAMES, )  

 )  

                 Defendant. ) Statement of Lou N. Adams 

 )  

   
 

 1. My name is Lou Adams. I live directly across the street from Drew Gardener.  1 

We have been neighbors ever since Drew purchased my house and moved in on April 2 

12, 2011. I sold the house to Drew when I decided to downsize and move in the house 3 

across the street where I live alone.  4 

 5 

 2. When I met him, Drew was an avid gardener. In fact, the front and side lawn 6 

was what motivated Drew to buy the house in the first place. Ever since Drew moved in, 7 

s/he has been at work building, planting, and growing a beautiful vegetable garden in 8 

his/her yard. Every year Drew pumps more money into the landscape and irrigation 9 

designs. I have a small garden at my house as well, but it’s nothing compared to Drew’s. 10 

There was a time when I probably could have kept up with him/her, but I’m retired now 11 

and don’t move around like I used to. I suppose I’m a little jealous of what s/he’s done 12 

with my old yard. Then again, I have no reason to complain: his/her garden’s 13 

beautification of the neighborhood may increase the value of my current home at 2 14 

Magnolia Lane. My home is currently on the market because I plan to move into an 15 

assisted living facility. I thought that the vandalism in the neighborhood might make 16 

potential buyers leery, but no one thinks it was anything more than a high school prank 17 

gone awry. 18 

 19 

 3. I witnessed the vandalism of my old yard on the night of October 13, 2019. As 20 

usual, Drew turned the porch light off and went to bed at around 7:30 pm. Around 21 

8:55pm I heard giggling, laughing, and weird noises coming from Drew’s property. I 22 

looked out my bedroom window and saw three young teens. My bedroom window is 23 

about 50 yards from where I saw the teens on Drew’s property. They were wearing black 24 

and gold jackets and were throwing toilet paper all over the plants in Drew’s garden. I 25 

had left my glasses on the kitchen table, but I still have 20/30 vision without them. I went 26 

to the front door and swiftly swung open the door while turning the security lights on. The 27 

lights were intended to light up my yard but they also partially illuminated Drew’s yard. 28 

The three teens were, of course, startled, and for a brief second or two, looked towards 29 

my house before they ran off in the opposite direction. I could not make out the names 30 

on their letter jackets because when they ran away into the shadows.  31 

 32 

 4. I did not call the Sheriff immediately because the kids ran off. At the time, I did 33 

not recognize any of them, so it was, I thought, a lost cause. Instead, I immediately tried 34 
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calling Drew on the telephone, but there was no answer. It started raining and hailing 1 

really hard within minutes after the kids ran off. I had hoped that the toilet paper would 2 

simply wash away. I looked at the property from the street the next morning. I had no 3 

idea there was so much destruction. I did not know the night before about the forks, the 4 

cheese, or the dog food.  5 

 6 

 5. I know if that had happened to me, I would have started picking up the mess 7 

right away. I was surprised when Drew let it go for so long. I know Drew had to leave 8 

town, but I think the damage would have been less severe had it been cleaned up right 9 

away. In fact, I bet that Drew just wanted an excuse to take some of the older plants in 10 

the garden in order to put in new Hazelnut trees. I would have cleaned up the mess 11 

myself if I had known it was going to sit there so long, but I have bad knees. I kept 12 

thinking, any day now someone is going to show up to clean up the mess. Personally, I 13 

was a bit annoyed because I constantly was cleaning up toilet paper debris that blew 14 

into my yard.  Worse yet, I had to deal with the pests that were attracted to the stench in 15 

Drew’s yard. Those rascal varmints—especially the squirrels and raccoons - were a 16 

menace. They dug and clawed through the whole garden. I had no idea that spoiled dog 17 

food and cheese would be so attractive to animals. I called animal control on Drew to 18 

report when the creatures started coming into my yard. I know I called animal control 19 

several times while Drew was out of town. 20 

 21 

 6. I had to replace some of my plants that were destroyed from the heavy rain 22 

storm. It was reported that we had a record-breaking rain of 4.25 inches within a three-23 

hour window and hail the size of golf balls. The amazing thing is that rain was not even 24 

in the six o’ clock weather report. The storm snuck up on us fast. There was so much 25 

rain that downtown had reports of flooding.  26 

 27 

 7. While Drew was out of town no one worked on the garden. I was concerned 28 

about some of Drew’s pumpkins and tomatoes. What was left of Drew’s pumpkins were 29 

being ravaged by wild animals, and his/her tomato branches were snapping under the 30 

weight of the wet toilet paper–though many of the plants already looked like they had 31 

been trampled to death. I remember seeing Drew spending hours and hours on his/her 32 

hands cleaning up the garden and trying to nurse his plants back to health once he 33 

returned. Since Drew’s tomato plants didn't receive immediate support once they started 34 

drooping, they had to be completely replaced. I also noticed that Drew replaced a 35 

number of his plants that looked fine to me with newer, more profitable crops. 36 

 37 

 8. Drew wanted the Sheriff to do something about the vandalism. I saw Sheriff 38 

Downs walking the property shortly after the incident. I stayed in my yard during that 39 

investigation, if that is what you want to call it. Downs only glanced at the tomato beds 40 

and the pumpkins. It appeared to me to be a pretty superficial review. Sheriff Downs did 41 

not ask me any questions about what I witnessed. I even waved to the Sheriff to come 42 

over and talk. The Sheriff just waved back. I later called Sheriff Downs’ office and left a 43 

message that I saw three kids in the garden, but that I could not identify them. I am 44 

always watching Crime Stoppers on TV and America’s Most Wanted, thinking one day I 45 

might be part of helping to solve a major crime, so it was pretty exciting to be an 46 

eyewitness in this case. I am always trying to do my civic duty. I have called Sheriff 47 

Downs on several occasions in the past when I thought I recognized someone on 48 

America’s Most Wanted or Crime Stoppers. I guess those tips did not materialize into 49 

anything.   50 

 51 



 9. Drew showed me a yearbook from Ginsburg High School sometime before 1 

Thanksgiving. It was not like a line-up or anything. Drew just pointed to a picture and 2 

asked, “Does that look like the person you saw?” And I said “I reckon.” I guess I 3 

recognized one of the vandals as Taylor James. After Drew showed me the yearbook 4 

and I could actually put a name to the face, we were both pretty excited. Drew was going 5 

to contact the Sheriff immediately. I also left another message for Sheriff Downs saying I 6 

had more information about the vandals, but I never got a call back or received a visit. I 7 

guess Downs was too busy with the re-election campaign.   8 

 9 

 10. I am going to miss living next to Drew when I move into the assisted living 10 

facility. Drew has been a good neighbor, and he always greets me with good humor. We 11 

have interesting conversations. I recently reported to the Sheriff that more kids were 12 

hanging around Drew’s garden. I do not know how many messages I left. However, after 13 

seeing a picture of Drew’s yard that was taken one month ago; I now realize I mistook 14 

the scarecrow that Drew installed after the vandalism for kids hanging around Drew’s 15 

yard. Silly me.  16 

 17 

 11. From my own personal observation, it seems that Drew strives to be the best 18 

at everything Drew does. Sometimes that drive has led Drew down the wrong road. I 19 

spoke with Drew’s boss at the annual Holiday Charity Ball last year, and I learned that 20 

Drew was almost fired twice from the Sun Times because s/he crossed the line ethically.  21 

 22 

 12. Until last night I had forgotten about something else that I remembered from 23 

the night of the vandalism. I went to bed last night, knowing that I was supposed to give 24 

this statement today, and I was trying to remember every important detail. When I woke 25 

this morning, my mind seemed clear and I recollected things I had forgotten before. For 26 

example, I remember that when I startled the teens when I opened my front door and 27 

turned the security lights on, I clearly heard one of the kids in a black and gold jacket 28 

yell, “T. Let’s get out of here!” I cannot believe I forgot all about that. Sometimes my 29 

memory is not as good as it used to be. I wished I had remembered it at the time so I 30 

could have told Drew or the Sheriff.  31 

 
 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 

Signed, 
 
 

      Lou N. Adams    
      Lou N. Adams 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00am on the day of this round of the 2020 
Connecticut Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

C.H. Gallant 
C.H. Gallant, Notary Public 
State of Connecticut 
My Commission Expires: 12/13/2022
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 )  

 Plaintiff, ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

vs.  )  

 )  

TAYLOR JAMES, )  

 )  

                 Defendant. ) Statement of Taylor James 

 )  

   
 

 1. My name is Taylor James. I am now 19 years old and I still live with my 1 

parents. I graduated from Ruth Bader Ginsburg High School. I am a freshman at Sacred 2 

Heart University and I am majoring in biology. My dream job would be with the CT 3 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR). I love being outdoors. I have volunteered my 4 

summers with the local officers because DNR has the largest satellite office in Taftbury. I 5 

feel fairly certain that I will be hired by DNR because my family has some pull within the 6 

local government. I was glad that Sheriff Downs had sense enough to realize that I did 7 

not have anything to do with the Gardener vandalism, because DNR requires a full State 8 

Law Enforcement Division (SLED) background check. If I had been charged and 9 

convicted, that would have ended any chance of following that career path and maybe 10 

several others. 11 
 12 

 2. In mid-November 2019, Sheriff Downs questioned me, with my parents 13 

present, about whether I had any involvement in the vandalism of Drew Gardener’s 14 

property. I did not know what the Sheriff was talking about. I didn't even know where 15 

Gardener lived on Magnolia Lane or that s/he goes to bed early. Sheriff Downs asked 16 

me if I could account for my whereabouts on the night of October 13, 2019. Honestly, I 17 

did not have an answer right away. The whole thing took me off guard. Can you 18 

remember where you were a month ago on any given night? I was glad that my parents 19 

were there because they reminded me that was the night we set aside to have our talk 20 

about my future with DNR and we had that big storm. I remembered that I was hanging 21 

out with some friends at Gutterball Lanes. I came home to talk with my parents and got 22 

home around 9:00pm. We planned to talk for about an hour because my parents wanted 23 

to watch the ten o’ clock news. About halfway through our talk, a terrible thunderstorm 24 

came through and our electricity went out. Since my parents were dealing with the 25 

generator, I went up to my bedroom and went to sleep. After telling Sheriff Downs where 26 

I was on October 13, 2019, I remembered that I still had the receipt for Gutterball Lanes 27 

in my wallet and gave it to the Sheriff. I was nowhere near Gardener’s house on the 28 

night of October 13, 2019. 29 

  30 

 3. Sheriff Downs also asked me if I went to Shop-N-Lot in October and 31 

purchased a bunch of toilet paper and dog food. Again, I said I did not know what s/he 32 

was talking about, but that I could say for certain that I have never been in Shop-N-Lot. I 33 

explained that I knew a girl who worked at that store at the time. Let’s just say that we 34 



did not get along too well. You could not drag me into that store. I am glad that she 1 

moved to Japan. Besides, I did not have that kind of cash lying around to buy all those 2 

items they say I bought. Trust me, if I had some extra spending cash, I would not have 3 

been buying toilet paper or dog food. 4 

 5 

4. Sheriff Downs showed me a comment I had left on the Sun Times’s Instagram 6 

post featuring Gardener’s article, but that is just an unfortunate misunderstanding. My 7 

comment was referring to how the Falcons would destroy the Trojans on the field that 8 

weekend. If I were going to vandalize someone’s property, I certainly would not 9 

broadcast my intentions on Instagram first. The Sheriff also said that there was a video 10 

of me buying the stuff at Shop-N-Lot that was used to vandalize Gardener’s house. I 11 

never saw the video. I did not respond to that comment. I thought the whole thing was 12 

ridiculous. How could there be a video of me making a purchase in a store where I have 13 

never been? Sheriff Downs said this supposed video of me was of a person wearing a 14 

Falcons letter jacket with ”James” on the back. At that point, my parents reminded me 15 

that I had a solid alibi and told the Sheriff that the interview was over. They asked if I 16 

was being charged. Sheriff Downs said no and that s/he was looking into the matter 17 

because Gardener was griping about the Sheriff’s Department not taking the matter 18 

seriously during an election year.  19 

 20 

 5. There were many students enrolled in Ginsburg High School in 2019 with my 21 

same last name. I can name a number of people with the last name of James who 22 

lettered in a sport and had letter jackets; and that is only students that were enrolled at 23 

the time. I lettered in swimming and was on the school’s team for all four years and had  24 

a letter jacket too. But, “James” is a pretty common name in Taftbury. Not to mention, 25 

there were several athletes with the last name of James that graduated before me, but 26 

still wore their letter jackets around town.    27 

 28 

6. This is what happened, honest: In the fall semester of my senior year, I did not 29 

have anything going on after school, so I went to Skippy’s Diner in Warrenport with some 30 

friends. My friends and I went there all the time. I always made a point to bring a jacket 31 

with me no matter what time of year it was, because it was always so cold in there with 32 

the air conditioner cranked down. I guess they figured the colder it was, the faster we ate 33 

and left. I put my jacket on a table to hold the spot for us while we went to the counter to 34 

order our food. After we picked up our food, my friends and I went back to the “reserved” 35 

table only to find that my jacket was gone. I know it was pretty dumb to leave it just 36 

laying there on the table, but who would have thought that anyone in Warrenport would 37 

want a Ginsburg High School letter jacket? I think someone used my jacket to frame me. 38 

They probably wanted to get back at Gardener for his/her editorials and snobby attitude 39 

about everything. I did not tell anyone about it at the time because I was embarrassed. I 40 

did not want to hear my parents lecture me on being more responsible. When this whole 41 

thing came up about the vandalism of Gardener’s home, and the finger was being 42 

pointed at me based on a video tape, I confessed to my parents that I did not have my 43 

letter jacket any longer. After I told my parents, they marched me down to the Sheriff’s 44 

Department to file a report on the theft the very next day. The Sheriff said both 45 

investigations would be closed due to lack of evidence.   46 

 47 

 7. I admit that I was hyped up for the rivalry football game between Ginsburg and 48 

Scalia, but that does not mean I did anything wrong. The atmosphere surrounding the 49 

game was unbelievable! Unlike traditional high school football games that are on Friday, 50 

this was always a special football game set on a Saturday so more people could attend. 51 
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Everyone was so excited. A packed house was anticipated. There was a lot to be 1 

pumped up for. For me, it was my senior year. Both teams were headed into this final 2 

game of the regular season with a 9-0 record. Scalia from Warrenport is our arch rival. I 3 

wanted the Falcons to tear the Trojans apart after I read Gardener’s column still gloating 4 

about his brother's performance in a game over 50 years ago. We have had a lot of 5 

great players on our team over the years too. The starting field goal kicker for the 1988 6 

Falcons went on to play for the Denver Broncos. Why single out one player from ancient 7 

history in an article? Sure it made me mad, but it did not make me stupid. I am not going 8 

to damage someone’s property and shame the family name over something that 9 

happened over fifty years ago.  10 

 11 

 8. I have had only one brush with the law in the past, but nothing serious. In June 12 

2020, I was hanging out with a bunch of my friends. I was challenged to attempt to 13 

purchase some alcohol at a liquor store. We had no plans to drink it. It was just a silly 14 

dare to see what we could get away with. When I went to make the purchase, an 15 

undercover officer posing as a store clerk asked me how old I was and asked me for my 16 

ID. I lied and said I was 21, even though I was younger. Then I pretended to look 17 

through my wallet and acted like my license had fallen out somewhere. I was charged 18 

with, and pled guilty to, a misdemeanor, but I was permitted to participate in an alcohol 19 

diversion program. The conviction will be expunged from my record if I do not have any 20 

more criminal convictions through the end of this year. 21 

 22 

 9. I had a few problems in school that resulted in two in-school suspensions my 23 

senior year. The incidents were just pranks. At the start of the school year, I wrapped 24 

plastic wrap around the toilet seats of the school bathrooms. I thought it was funny, but 25 

the administration did not see the humor in it. It cost me a one day in-school suspension. 26 

Prior to the showdown with Scalia, I wired the school’s intercom system so that anytime 27 

anyone tried to use it, the school’s fight song played. It took a day for them to figure out 28 

how to reset the system. The student body loved it. School spirit was at an all time high. 29 

I think our principal and vice principal thought it was pretty harmless, but a couple of the 30 

teachers complained that it was disruptive to their class and a safety risk so they 31 

slapped me with another in-school suspension. I have never done anything that would 32 

cause damage to someone’s property. My parents would have grounded me from now 33 

until eternity if that were the case. Besides, I would never bring shame to our family 34 

name.35 

 

 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 

I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 

 
Signed, 

      Taylor James    
      Taylor James 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00am on the day of this round of the 2020 
Connecticut Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

A.G. Molli 
A.G. Molli, Notary Public 



State of Connecticut 
My Commission Expires: 12/08/2023
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 )  

 Plaintiff, ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

vs.  )  

 )  

TAYLOR JAMES, )  

 )  

                 Defendant. ) Statement of Kasey James 

 )  

   
 

 1. My name is Kasey James. Taylor James is my only child. We live at 16 1 

Brighton Way, Taftbury, Fairfield County, Connecticut. I am a successful insurance 2 

agent. I own my own agency in Taftbury. Quite frankly I am shocked, just shocked, to be 3 

involved in this matter. It is unfortunate that the true culprit has not done the honorable 4 

thing and come forward so that the truth can be known. Instead, this situation has 5 

scarred our family’s reputation and could possibly be a detriment to my agency’s future 6 

success. 7 

 8 

 2. For generations upon generations, our family has been a pillar of this 9 

community. Our family founded this town and since that day we have earned the respect 10 

of others in this community. We are proud of our heritage. Jacob James, Taylor’s great-11 

great-great-great-grandfather, led a group of settlers to this area in search of a place to 12 

encourage and promote strong moral values. He was a man of great wisdom and high 13 

moral character. The settlers trusted him, just like the local citizens trust us today. My 14 

spouse and I have sold insurance to everyone in Fairfield County at one point or another 15 

because of that trust.  16 

 17 

 3. The James family has always followed Jacob’s moral compass. He built this 18 

town from its inception, keeping corruption out. He led the town as mayor throughout its 19 

development. Jacob even installed the first Sheriff of Fairfield County. This town has 20 

survived and prospered due to the solid framework and values Jacob James instilled. 21 

 22 

 4. Not everyone is meant to make a difference. But for our family, the choice to 23 

lead an ordinary life is not an option. We have continued to be a strong influence in a 24 

positive way in both the city and county governments. Because we are so well respected 25 

in this community, when we stand up to support a project, a candidate, or any other 26 

issue concerning Taftbury, the great citizens of this community are behind us 100%. The 27 

trust that is placed in the James’ leadership role is not taken lightly. We understand that 28 

with great power, comes great responsibility. 29 

 30 

 5. I did publicly cast my support for Sheriff Downs’ bid for re-election as Fairfield 31 

County Sheriff. I contributed financially to the campaign, although the sum was rather 32 

small considering the total campaign contributions needed. My support of Sheriff Downs 33 



is not for the purpose of exerting undue influence, but rather because I think s/he is the 1 

right candidate for the position. We have a low crime rate in our community compared to 2 

other counties our size. I attribute that to Sheriff Downs’ commitment to a “tough on 3 

crime” policy and no tolerance for drugs. The other candidate running, Gerry Thompson, 4 

did not focus on the crime or safety issues in our community.  5 

 6 

 6. Taylor is the best child a parent could ask for. Taylor is a solid student and, of 7 

course, a responsible leader. Taylor is focused on the future. Taylor will make a positive 8 

mark in the community. Sure, Taylor was involved in some foolhardy childish pranks at 9 

the beginning of his/her senior year. While I did not condone those acts, I think one has 10 

to keep things in perspective. Kids will be kids. Taylor did not harm any person or 11 

property in any instance. I think at some point or another in our lives, we have all done 12 

something perhaps a bit crazy, but you learn from your mistakes. Taylor learned from 13 

past mistakes after receiving an in-school suspension in August 2019 for the toilet 14 

wrapping incident. I fully supported the in-school suspension. Taylor and I had a long 15 

talk about that incident. Taylor never repeated that prank again.  16 

 17 

7. I was really surprised that the fight song/intercom incident warranted much 18 

attention at all. Everyone was excited about being undefeated -- playing the fight song 19 

was just an expression of school spirit. I spoke with both the principal and the assistant 20 

principal. They were prepared to drop the incident, but one of the teachers insisted that it 21 

be dealt with harshly. I think the teacher was still fuming from being the only victim of the 22 

toilet wrapping prank. Taylor and I also talked about the consequence of the intercom 23 

incident and how sometimes things that seem harmless at the time, can still lead to 24 

unexpected repercussions. Taylor learned the consequences of peer pressure. It can 25 

cloud good judgment.  26 

 27 

8. Taylor learned a serious life lesson last June. I remember that day so clearly 28 

because it was my birthday, June 5, 2020. Taylor attempted to buy alcohol under age. I 29 

laid down the law with Taylor and it was clearly understood that no foolish activity would 30 

be tolerated again. Taylor knew it was going to be my way or the highway. After that 31 

incident, Taylor knew to walk a straight and narrow line. Too much was riding on it to 32 

stray off the path. Taylor really wants a career with DNR upon graduation from college 33 

and therefore needs to exercise good judgments so that the conviction will be expunged. 34 

 35 

 9. Sheriff Downs came to our house sometime in mid-November 2019, to 36 

question Taylor. Taylor consented because s/he has a high regard for law enforcement, 37 

even though we knew nothing about the purpose of the questioning. We stayed in the 38 

room while Sheriff Downs questioned Taylor. Taylor cooperated fully. Taylor was 39 

composed and straightforward. Taylor’s body language did not indicate any signs of guilt 40 

- and trust me, we have seen them before from raising Taylor for 19 years. Your children 41 

think that they can pull one over on you, but as a parent, you are not so easily fooled.  42 

 43 

10. I think Taylor was genuinely surprised when Sheriff Downs said that Taylor 44 

was being linked to the Gardener vandalism that occurred on October 13, 2019. I know 45 

Taylor was not part of the vandalism to Drew Gardener’s property. Taylor would never 46 

do anything to hurt anyone or cause damage. Taylor was speechless until I reminded 47 

Taylor that we spoke that evening until the storm cut off our electricity. I remembered 48 

that evening so clearly because that was the first time we used our new generator. 49 

Taylor was home by 9:10pm at the latest. We sat and talked for nearly an hour. Our 50 

conversation ended abruptly when the electricity went out. I went to the basement to 51 
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start up our emergency generator. When I came back upstairs, Taylor apparently had 1 

gone to bed. As I understand it, Lou Adams said that s/he heard the ruckus at 2 

Gardener’s house around 8:55pm just before the thunderstorms. Well, then it definitely 3 

had to be someone else because, without a doubt, Taylor would not have had enough 4 

time to start vandalizing Gardener’s property then and still make it back home when he 5 

did. Sheriff Downs knows that I am a person of my word, so that ended the inquiry into 6 

Taylor’s whereabouts.  7 

 8 

11. Sheriff Downs then asked Taylor whether s/he had made a large purchase of 9 

toilet paper and other items at the Shop-N-Lot. Taylor undeniably stated that s/he has 10 

never been even near the Shop-N-Lot on Main Street. When Sheriff Downs mentioned 11 

Taylor’s alleged “cameo” appearance in the video surveillance from Shop-N-Lot, I saw 12 

that Taylor became fidgety and nervous. I ended Downs’ questioning at that time 13 

because the discussion was strictly voluntary. I could tell Taylor was hiding something. 14 

When Sheriff Downs left, Taylor hesitated and would not talk to us for some time about 15 

it, but eventually told us that s/he had been careless and had left his/her letter jacket in 16 

Skippy’s Diner and that the jacket had been stolen. Taylor was more worried about the 17 

consequences of us reprimanding him/her because of being careless with the jacket 18 

being stolen than s/he was about the implication of guilt. That speaks loudly of Taylor’s 19 

innocence.  20 

 21 

 12. As for the Shop-N-Lot video, I sure would like to see it. I am sure this is a 22 

case of mistaken identity. First, Taylor had no extra cash to afford those purchases. 23 

Taylor did not have a part-time job due to sports and club activities. I did not give Taylor 24 

a weekly allowance. I believe it is our duty as a family member to contribute to the 25 

success of the family, whatever task that may be, large or small. Taylor had a small 26 

savings account, but I know that s/he never withdrew any money from the account. I 27 

would, on occasion, give Taylor some money for entertainment like a movie ticket – no 28 

popcorn. I never gave Taylor as much money as it would have taken to purchase all 29 

those items. I am not sure how much cash Taylor’s friends had at the moment. 30 

 31 

13. As for the jacket, I believe Taylor when s/he reluctantly admitted that his/her 32 

letter jacket was stolen. I thought I saw Taylor wear the jacket when we went out to 33 

celebrate my father’s birthday, but I must be mistaken. That was the last time we went 34 

out before the game. Taylor loved that jacket and would bring it everywhere. He/she 35 

practically never left the house without it and really looked after it. Taylor knew that we 36 

would be upset and would have probably grounded him/her for irresponsibly leaving the 37 

jacket on a table in a public place. Once Taylor admitted losing the jacket, we filed a 38 

report reporting the theft the very next day with the Sheriff’s Department. We ran into 39 

Sheriff Downs while we were there and explained the situation. There were no significant 40 

leads in the case. The Sheriff said the best time to have pursued the matter would have 41 

been while the trail was still hot. In any event, since Taylor’s jacket was stolen before 42 

October, the person in the video could not have been Taylor. The Sheriff said “that is 43 

good enough for me” and then added “Do not worry, I will take care of everything.” I 44 

understood that to mean that the investigation, at least as directed to Taylor, would be 45 

closed because there was no evidence. We thought that was the end of it until the 46 

lawsuit was filed.  47 

 48 

 14. Sheriff Downs showed no favoritism towards our family. The Sheriff never 49 

has. Sheriff Downs did not hesitate to confront Taylor and my spouse and me about the 50 

toilet paper incident. When the evidence seemed to point in Taylor’s direction, although 51 



weak and circumstantial, Sheriff Downs was diligent in following any leads available. I 1 

respect that. Sheriff Downs was not timid or intimated in any way when questioning 2 

Taylor. Sheriff Downs handled the matter professionally.  3 

 4 

 15. I am still 100% convinced of Taylor’s innocence. If Taylor had been involved, 5 

we would do what is right and take care of Gardener’s reasonable damages.  I 6 

sympathize that some vandals destroyed something that meant so much to Gardener. I 7 

think Gardener is using this incident for some personal agenda. I believe that Gardener 8 

has intentionally tried to implicate a Falcons fan because the Scalia Trojans are sore 9 

losers. They were crushed 38-3 in the October 14, 2019, match-up. Gardener seemed to 10 

have a lot invested in the game, having written the column commemorating his late 11 

brother and the first game played between the two teams. Some pride had to be 12 

swallowed. But rather than swallowing that pride, Gardener tried discrediting the Falcons 13 

like we were the poor sports. 14 

 
 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 

Signed, 
 
 

      Kasey James    
      Kasey James 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00am on the day of this round of the 2020 
Connecticut Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

Anthony Luke 
Anthony Luke, Notary Public 
State of Connecticut  
My Commission Expires: 12/08/20
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) IN THE CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR 
COURT, 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF STAMFORD-
NORWALK 

 )  

 )  

DREW GARDENER,  )  

 )  

 Plaintiff, ) Civil Action No. 2020–CP–16-3505 

vs.  )  

 )  

TAYLOR JAMES, )  

 )  

                 Defendant. ) Statement of Sheriff Pat Downs 

 )  

   
 

 1. My name is Pat Downs. I am the Sheriff of Fairfield County. I have held this 1 

position for two terms, and I am gearing up for another re-election bid in 2024. I have 2 

basically been in law enforcement my entire career. I received extensive training in many 3 

areas of policing and crime prevention. I am most proud of my attendance and 4 

graduation at the top of my class from the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) 5 

National Academy. This is what people in the college world would call their Ph.D. 6 

program. The experience fully developed my leadership skills.    7 

 8 

2. I served thirteen years with the New Haven Police Department in the 9 

Investigations Division. I then came to Fairfield County and served nearly six years as 10 

Deputy Sheriff with the Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department before becoming Sheriff.  11 

 12 

 3. As Sheriff, I have three primary areas of responsibility: law enforcement, court 13 

security, and jail administration. The Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department has 14 

jurisdiction over Taftbury and Warrenport as they are both in Fairfield County. 15 

 16 

 4. As an elected official, I appreciate the confidence placed in me by the citizens 17 

of Fairfield County. As a servant to the people, I take my role very seriously. I grew up in 18 

Taftbury and attended Taftbury High School before it was renamed for Justice Ginsburg 19 

so I was pleased to return to Taftbury and serve the people of Fairfield County. Many 20 

prominent members in the community endorsed me in 2016, as well as in 2020, 21 

including Kasey James. I am grateful for their support. I do not know if Kasey James 22 

contributed financially to my campaign, as that was handled by my campaign staff. I was 23 

only made aware of major donors contributing $500 - $1,000 as $1,000 is the 24 

contribution cap per individual donor for a local campaign. Kasey James was not on that 25 

list. In any event, I would not let political support influence my position as Sheriff and 26 

enforcing the law. 27 

 28 

 5. The campaign in 2020 was tough with Gerry Thompson running against me. In 29 

my opinion, he ran a dirty campaign with a lot of negative ads. It was intended to be 30 

disruptive and to split Fairfield County between Taftbury and Warrenport. Thompson had 31 



a significant backing from the Warrenport folks, which is an especially affluent 1 

community. In the negative ads, I was depicted as loyal only to Taftbury citizens. 2 

Thompson never came forward with any proof, however. Thompson’s campaign staff 3 

was always snooping around for something so they could splash it all over the Sun 4 

Times opinion pages and the local television stations. There was nothing to find because 5 

I always treat people fairly. I was concerned that Thompson would slant the truth if he 6 

had the chance. Thompson even wrote a campaign letter that was disguised as an 7 

opinion on the opinions page of the Sun Times. I think the newspaper published more 8 

negative opinions about me than Thompson. However, the duties of my job come first 9 

regardless of how it is perceived and who you upset. 10 

 11 

 6. I knew I would carry Taftbury and the rural areas of Fairfield County. 12 

Warrenport was a little more precarious. I needed to carry at least 40% of Warrenport to 13 

win. As I recall, the polls leading up to the election showed the negative ad campaign 14 

was offensive to voters. I actually received votes from 55% of Warrenport’s voters. In 15 

any event, I did nothing differently investigating Drew Gardener’s vandalism complaints 16 

than I would have done in a non-election year. I would have investigated the Taylor 17 

James lead whether or not Kasey James endorsed my campaign. 18 

 19 

 7. Kasey James and I go back a long time. We went to school together since 20 

grade school and we both graduated from Taftbury High School the same year. Although 21 

we were never close friends, there has always been a mutual respect between us. On 22 

the other hand, Taylor James seems immature and has exercised poor judgment at 23 

times, but nothing too serious. Kids are going to be kids. I do not get too worked up over 24 

silly childish pranks. Fairfield County has the lowest per capita crime rate in the state of 25 

Connecticut. Through some of my training and other work experiences, I know the kinds 26 

of trouble kids can get into. We do not have those problems in Fairfield County. Even the 27 

excitement and tensions of the big rivalry football game between Ginsburg and Scalia 28 

does not generally spark any riots or public disturbances. Of course, the 2019 game did 29 

not live up to its hype and the Trojans fans left quietly, despondent, and depressed. The 30 

only incident reported around the 2019 game was the vandalism of Gardener’s property. 31 

 32 

 33 

           8. Drew Gardener called me and reported the toilet papering/vandalism incident 34 

on Saturday morning, October 14, 2019. I really do not recall the specifics of that call 35 

from Gardener other than what is in my investigation report. I filled in the report based on 36 

that telephone call. Gardener asked for a formal report to be written about this particular 37 

incident. I remember laughing at the time because it sounded like a teen prank and quite 38 

trivial. Gardener did not give many details over the phone. If Gardener had mentioned all 39 

the destruction, I would have responded more quickly. It is my usual practice to be 40 

detailed in making a report of complaints requiring investigation. Maybe I should not 41 

have laughed. I probably said that the Department had limited resources. I can only 42 

investigate serious matters. I cannot recall one way or another as to what I said, but I do 43 

not deny it. Nevertheless, I took Gardener’s complaint and opened a file.  44 

 45 

 9. While patrolling Magnolia Lane later that afternoon on October 14, 2019, I 46 

stopped by Gardener’s house to see if there was anything to investigate. I was 47 

completely stunned by the extent of the destruction. I saw massive amounts of toilet 48 

paper. Plants were trampled over and pumpkins were bashed in. Vines were broken. 49 

Holes appeared to have been cut in the garden’s fence. The ground and the toilet paper 50 

were still soaking wet from the heavy rains the night before. I walked around the garden 51 
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to search for clues. Walking was rather difficult as there were significant portions of the 1 

soil dug up, and there was dog food and cheese everywhere. I did not understand that at 2 

all. Why dog food and cheese? I hoped that in the chaos of the evening whoever did this 3 

dropped his or her wallet, ID, or something that could identify them. I looked all 4 

throughout the garden but found nothing. I waved politely to Lou Adams, who was 5 

watching me as I conducted the investigation, and left. 6 

 7 

 10. Gardener was convinced from the get-go that some Falcons students did the 8 

vandalism. At the time, I did not think the evidence supported Gardener’s theory. First, 9 

the damage was more destructive and extensive than a mere teen prank. Whoever 10 

caused such utter destruction was likely enraged with a vengeance. Second, ordinarily if 11 

it was a matter of school pride and spirit, I would have expected to see some school 12 

colors (gold and black) or letters utilized in the midst of the chaos, or some graffiti 13 

recognizing the Falcons. None of that was present. Third, in instances of teen pranks, it 14 

is easy to locate the culprits because teens tend to brag to their friends about their 15 

mischievous acts. I checked with my school resource officers at the area schools to see 16 

if there were any rumors as to who was responsible. Nothing came up. I had no clues to 17 

bring me closer to solving the crime, so I put the file on the back burner and it was lost in 18 

the shuffle. I was also preoccupied during that time with running my re-election 19 

campaign, although I tried earnestly not to let it detract me from my duties. 20 

  21 

11. Lou Adams is the Department’s favorite “concerned” citizen. It would not be a 22 

typical week in the Department if we did not get a call from Lou. Lou calls the 23 

Department all the time claiming that s/he saw someone from America’s Most Wanted or 24 

from Crime Stoppers. I am sure Lou thinks s/he is being helpful, but it also distracts us 25 

from our duties in following solid leads. I do not recall a message from Lou about 26 

Gardener’s vandalism. It is possible that Lou called my office, but no one in the 27 

Department remembers the call. My Department does not have time to entertain Lou’s 28 

many, active, imaginative calls. Of course, Lou may have never made the call at all. I 29 

understand from experience that Lou’s memory can be distorted at times.  30 

 31 

 12. A month later, Gardener called me and said that s/he had done some 32 

investigation of his/her own and had some very important clues to share with me. I was a 33 

bit annoyed that Gardener took the investigation into his/her own hands. The file was still 34 

on my desk. Gardener told me about his/her investigative work. I was doubtful that 35 

Gardener’s investigation actually would lead us to the culprits, and I was concerned that 36 

some of the evidence would have been compromised.  37 

 38 

 13. Gardener dropped off a surveillance tape, a screenshot of an Instagram 39 

comment from Taylor James, and a receipt from the Shop-N-Lot, and I had one of my 40 

deputies check it into our evidence room. Since that time, we moved into the new county 41 

complex building. The surveillance tape was apparently lost in the move. We have been 42 

unable to locate the tape. It is an embarrassment to my Department that the tape was 43 

lost, but there certainly was no conspiracy involved. I never did see the tape. Gardener 44 

said that the tape showed someone in a Ginsburg letter jacket buying massive amounts 45 

of toilet paper at the Shop-N-Lot. However, I understand that the black and white video 46 

only showed the back of a person. Gardener said s/he was able to get a pretty good ID 47 

on the shopper from the store clerk by the clerk’s reaction to a picture in the Ginsburg 48 

yearbook. Gardener said it was Taylor James. I did not view the tape at the time 49 

because I thought a better use of my time was to question Taylor James. I understand 50 



that the store clerk moved away and I have not been able to interview her. That part of 1 

the investigation resulted in another dead end. 2 

 3 

 14. I went to the Jameses’ residence and after chatting with Kasey James, spoke 4 

with Taylor in Kasey’s presence. Taylor seemed genuinely surprised by my visit. Taylor 5 

mentioned several times that s/he did not know what I was talking about. When I 6 

questioned Taylor regarding his/her whereabouts on the night of October 13, 2019, I 7 

learned that Taylor had a solid alibi. Taylor’s alibi was Kasey James. I gave Taylor’s alibi 8 

greater weight given Kasey’s strength of character and ethics. Part of being an 9 

investigator is having gut instincts, and I feel mine are pretty good. 10 

 11 

 15. Taylor told me that the Instagram comment on the Sun Times’s post was 12 

about the beatdown the Falcons would give the Trojans on gameday. Taylor 13 

emphatically denied ever shopping in the Shop-N-Lot on Main Street next to Skippy’s 14 

Diner. However, I did notice that Taylor clammed up when we talked about the Shop-N-15 

Lot surveillance tape. I also observed that Taylor was nervous and uncomfortable when I 16 

started talking about the letter jacket on the surveillance tape. Kasey insisted that I had 17 

enough information to know that it was not Taylor and so my interview ceased. Kasey 18 

offered for Taylor to come down to the Department if Taylor thought of anything else that 19 

might help the case.  20 

 21 

16. The next day Taylor and Kasey James came down to the Department and 22 

explained to me that the letter jacket had been stolen. They said that an investigation 23 

report had just been filed. I was satisfied with their explanation.  At that point, I 24 

concluded that my investigation was closed. Consequently, no charges were filed 25 

against Taylor James at the time. I had no other leads, so I moved the file to our cold 26 

case area. We had no leads on finding the person who stole the letter jacket either, so it 27 

was also transferred to our cold case area.28 

 

 

 
WITNESS ADDENDUM 

I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. 
The material facts are true and correct. 

Signed, 
 
 

      Sheriff Downs   
      Sheriff Downs 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00am on the day of this round of the 2020 
Connecticut Middle School Mock Trial Competition. 
 

Allen D. Lucas 
Allen D. Lucas, Notary Public 
State of Connecticut  
My Commission Expires: 12/08/2023 
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EXHIBITS 

 

 

 

 



EXHIBITS AVAILABLE TO BOTH PARTIES 
 

The parties have stipulated to the authenticity of the trial exhibits listed below. The Court 
will, therefore, not entertain objections to authenticity of these trial exhibits. The parties 
have reserved any objections to the admissibility of any of these exhibits until the trial of 
the above-captioned matter. The trial exhibits may be introduced by either party, subject 
to the Rules of Evidence and the stipulations of the parties contained in the materials. 
 
 

EXHIBIT # EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION 

1 Drew Gardener’s Record of Pumpkin Sales by Month 

2 Photograph 1 – Drew Gardener’s Lawn after it was restored 

3 Warrenport Landscaping & Garden Center Bill 

4 Shop-N-Lot Receipt 

5 
Newspaper Article Written by Drew Gardener that appeared in the Sun Times 
on October 8, 2019 

6 Kerry Jordan’s Journal Entry 

7 Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department Investigation Report #1 

8 Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department Supplemental Report #1 

9 Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department Investigation Report #2 

10 Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department Supplemental Report #2 

11 Gutterball Lanes Receipt 

12 Map of Downtown Warrenport and Taftbury (not to scale) 

13 
Instagram Post from Fairfield County Sun Times with Comment from Taylor 
James 

 

 
The parties reserve the right to dispute any other legal or factual conclusions based on 
these items and to make objections to these items based on other evidentiary issues. 
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Exhibit 1 – Drew Gardener’s record of pumpkin sales by month 

 
 

 

Month Quantity Sold Revenue 

August ‘17 5 $30 

September ‘17 17 $102 

October ‘17 50 $300 

November ‘17 42 $252 

August ‘18 3 $18 

September ‘18 13 $78 

October ‘18 56 $336 

November ‘18 39 $234 

August ‘19 10 $60 

September ‘19 25 $150 

October ‘19 20 $120 

November ‘19 6 $36 



Exhibit 2 - Photograph 2 – Drew Gardener’s garden after it was restored 
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Exhibit 3 – Warrenport Landscaping & Garden Center Bill 

 
 

Warrenport Landscaping & Garden Center 

3431 Golden Highway 

Warrenport, Connecticut 06883 

203.555.2155 

 
 
Customer: D. Gardener, 3 Magnolia Lane, Warrenport 06883        Date of Installation: 
10/29/19          Invoice Date: 10/29/19 
 

Work Order Each Total 

   

Plants   

24 Pumpkin Vines 20.00 480.00 

30 Tomato Vines 15.00 450.00 

40 Pea Vines 10.00 400.00 

7 Hazelnut Trees 500.00 3,500.00 

   

Ground Repair   

General Area Cleanup  500.00 

Fence Repair  600.00 

Soil Repair  2,000.00 

Soil Fertilization  500.00 

Planting Charge  2,100.00 

   
   

Total (taxes included)  $10,773.26 



Exhibit 4 – Shop-N-Lot Receipt 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1303 Main Street 

Warrenport, CT  
203-555-2568 

 
 
 

 

G1500 12 pk toilet paper 

12 @ 6.99 $83.88 

G6214 40 lb. Gen. Dog Food 

2 @ 15.99 $31.98 

D3329 colby-jack shr. Cheese 

2 cs @ 19.99 $39.98 

G2342 50ct plastic forks 

6 @ 1.49 $8.94 

Subtotal  $164.78 
Tax  $ 11.53 
Total  $176.31 
Amt. Tendered  $200.00 
Change  $ 23.69 

 
Thank you for shopping 

Shop-N-Lot! 
 

Visit us online at www.shopnlot.com 

 
10/11/19 -- 4:30 pm 
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Exhibit 5 – Newspaper Article Written by Drew Gardener that appeared in the Sun 

Times, Sunday, October 8, 2019. The Sun Times’s Instagram account 
also featured this article.  

 
 
GORDON GARDENER was a warrior in every 
sense of the word. I am proud to call him my 
brother. Now is a good time to remind everyone 
about this amazing man. Gordon was the gentle 
giant--at over 6 foot 3 and 250 pounds. As 
football players go, his heart was as big as he 
was. Gordon always came through on the 
gridiron. He was always "Good as Golden" 
Gordon. The "Golden Retriever" always brought 
home a victory. He made it look so easy, as if the 
game was a scripted practice just to make 
Gordon shine. Every play had the graceful 
symmetry that made Gordon Gordon. On and off 
the field, he was the most valuable player as he 
was a "team" player in every sense of the word. 
But at the end of every game, after he had led the 
Warrenport Trojans to yet another victory, 
Gordon only spoke about how great the other 
players on the team played. It was real iron-man 
football. 
 
I was eleven when the Warrenport Trojans and 
the Taftbury Falcons played each other for the 
first time in 1966. This backyard rivalry was 
exciting. It lived up to the hype--at least for the 
Warrenport fans. Those fortunate enough to 
attend the game witnessed something amazing. 
No one can forget that Gordon set two state 
records and flirted with breaking several more. 
No one since has made four interceptions in the 
same game. It was like the Taftbury quarterback 
was intentionally throwing at Gordon. Gordon's 
interception return of 105 yards has never been 
challenged. I am proud to still report that neither 
state record has been broken since they were set 
in 1966. And who can forget that Warrenport 
demolished and humbled the Taftbury Falcons in 
that inaugural game with a final score of 35-0. 
Gold and blue triumphed over gold and black. 
There will likely never be as lopsided a 
competition between these two teams again. All 
thanks to Gordon.   
 
Gordon Gardener's heart was as great as he was 
strong. He loved his country and he loved his 
fellow man. Off the football field he was known 
for his community service helping various 
community organizations to help the less 
fortunate. Among other community charities, in 
his senior year Gordon started the Children's Toy 
Drive with the Fairfield County Sheriff's 

Department. The toy drive continues today--just 
last year the Sheriff's Department collected 
enough toys to exceed their goal of giving gifts to 
3,000 children in Fairfield County who were in 
need or in the hospital over the holidays. Gordon 
also loved to garden, and helped plant 
vegetables, bushes, and trees at community 
gardens all over the state. He is the reason why I 
take such pride in my vegetable garden today. 
That is just another legacy of Gordon's good 
deeds.  
 
Upon graduation, Gordon joined the army and 
served in the Vietnam War where he lost his life 
serving his country. Every time I am in this 
Nation's Capital I leave a football under Gordon's 
name on the Vietnam Memorial. Gordon's faith 
and belief in humanity was always evident in 
everything he did. Gordon Gardener was a 
warrior on the football field, a hero on the battle 
field, and a gentle giant for those in need. He will 
never be forgotten.  
 
I am celebrating the latest chapter in the history 
of the annual Warrenport-Taftbury game, now 
known as the Scalia-Ginsburg game. I am 
celebrating this for my brother. This year 
Warrenport is the home team. Warrenport's 
Scalia High School is also playing to keep the 
BEST (Better Excellence in Sports Trophy) trophy, 
which Scalia won back last year with a final field 
goal at the whistle. This is a game no one will 
want to miss. Both teams are evenly matched 
with a 9-0 record. If you are the one person who 
does not know already, the kick-off is at Scalia at 
7:00pm this coming Saturday, October 14th. I will 
see everyone at the game! 
 
Drew Gardener 
Opinions Posting / The Sun Times 



Exhibit 6 – Kerry Jordan’s Journal Entry  
 

 

 

 
 November 13, 2019 

Today was an interesting day at the shop. Drew Gardener came into my store 

complaining about his/her garden being vandalized and wanted my help. Can 

you believe it? Drew asked for my help. Drew Gardener is with the Sun 

Times. How many times have I sent my résumé to that place? This could be 

my shot to get my foot in the door. You know I was eager to help 

Drew….turns out that I found the answers based on the clues provided. How 

cool was that? 

 

Drew said the garden had been TP’d and that there had to have been a 

massive amount of toilet paper purchased. Not to mention the vandals had 

thrown plastic forks everywhere and even deposited dog food and cheese on 

the ground. As it turns out, you know who found not only the receipt showing 

the purchase at the Shop, but also what day it occurred and the surveillance 

tape showing the buyer leave the store? Me! Unfortunately, the tape only 

showed the back of the buyer, but we got a name on the jacket….”James”. 

 

Glad I got to help Drew. While I was pulling up the surveillance tape, I made 

sure to show Drew my portfolio of all my work samples. Hopefully Drew will 

be able to get my résumé further along at the Sun Times and get me out of 

the Shop-N-Lot!!!!! My degree in journalism is not doing me any favors 

behind a register when all I want to do is write.
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Exhibit 7 – Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department Investigation Report #1 
 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
107 Taftbury Highway  

Taftbury, Connecticut 06896 
(203) 555-1234 

 

(PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION) 
   

E
V
E
N
T 

INCIDENT TYPE 
COMPLETED 

FORCED 
ENTRY 

PREMISE 
TYPE 

UNITS 
ENTERED 

TYPE VICTIM 
❒ Individual 
❒ Business 

❒ Government 
❒ Other 

Vandalism YES  NO YES  NO Res. 0 

 
YES  NO YES  NO   

 
YES  NO YES  NO   

INCIDENT LOCATION (SUBDIVISION, APARTMENT AND NUMBER, STREET NAME AND NUMBER) ZIP CODE WEAPON TYPE 

3 Magnolia Lane, Warrenport 06883  

INCIDENT DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK TO DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK 

10/13/19 1930  10/14/19 0945 

COMPLAINANT'S NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT DAYTIME PHONE EVENING PHONE 

Gardener, Drew   (203) 555-7496 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

3 Magnolia Lane Warrenport CT 06883 

S
U
B
J
E
C
T 
I
N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N 

NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) AKA 

Unknown at this time  

FACIAL HAIR, SCARS, TATOOS, GLASSES, CLOTHING, PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES, ETC. 

 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

    

SUBJECT (NO.1) USING:  ARRESTED NEAR OFFENSE SCENE DATE / TIME OF OFFENSE DATE / TIME OF ARREST 

ALCOHOL  YES   NO   UNKNOWN 
DRUGS  YES   NO  UNKNOWN 

YES   NO   

N
A
R
R
A
T
I
V
E 

Complainant called, stated that garden had been vandalized with toilet paper. 

Reporting Officer (RO) spoke with complainant regarding said vandalism and inquired as to any possible suspects.   

Complainant provided no credible suspects. Further investigation to follow. 

 JURISDICTION OF THEFT 

Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department 

P
R
O
P

TYPE (GROUP)  TOTAL VALUE 

STOLEN 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 



E
R
T
Y  
E
S
T
I
M
A
T
E 

DAMAGED 
Fence and vegetable plants Unknown 

BURNED 

  

A
D
M
I
N
I
S
T
R
A
T
I
V
E 

SUBJECT IDENTIFIED 
 YES        NO 

SUBJECT LOCATED 

no 

❒ ACTIVE            ADM. CLOSED 

❒ UNFOUNDED 

❒ ARRESTED UNDER 18 

❒ ARRESTED 18 AND OVER 

❒ EX-CLEAR UNDER 18 

❒ EX-CLEAR 18 AND OVER 

REASON FOR EXCEPTIONAL CLEARANCE:  1.   OFFENDER DEATH.                     2.   NO PROSECUTION                     3.  EXTRACTION DENIED      
                          4.  VICTIM DECLINES OPERATION              5.  JUVENILE NO CUSTODY 

REPORTING OFFICER DATE 24 HOUR 
CLOCK 

APPROVING OFFICER DATE UNIT NUMBER 

Sheriff Downs 10/14/19 0945 Sheriff Downs 10/14/19 4601 

FOLLOW-UP INVESTIGATION REQUIRED CASE # 

 YES        NO 

1879320 
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Exhibit 8 – Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department Supplemental Report #1 
 
 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
107 Taftbury Highway  

Taftbury, Connecticut 06896  
(203) 555-1234 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
 

(PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION) 
   

 INCIDENT LOCATION (SUBDIVISION, APARTMENT AND NUMBER, STREET NAME AND NUMBER) ZIP CODE CASE # 

3 Magnolia Lane, Warrenport 06883 1879320 

INCIDENT DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK TO DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK 

10/13/19 1930  10/14/19 0945 

COMPLAINANT'S NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT DAYTIME PHONE EVENING PHONE 

Gardener, Drew   (203) 555-7496 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

3 Magnolia Lane Warrenport CT 06883 

S
U
B
J
E
C
T 
I
N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N 

NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) AKA 

  

FACIAL HAIR, SCARS, TATOOS, GLASSES, CLOTHING, PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES, ETC. 

 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

    

SUBJECT (NO.1) USING:  ARRESTED NEAR OFFENSE SCENE DATE / TIME OF OFFENSE DATE / TIME OF ARREST 

ALCOHOL  YES   NO   UNKNOWN 
DRUGS  YES   NO  UNKNOWN 

YES   NO   

S
U
P
P
L
E
M
E
N
T
A
L 
N
A

DATE 10/14/19 24 HOUR CLOCK 1350 

Field investigation found no identification clues; destructive vandalism to vegetable plants and surrounding fence. Dog 

food, cheese, and 

plastic forks were scattered around attracting rodents. Advised victim to contact landscaper to remove debris and repair 

fence so  

situation would not get worse; victim asleep at time of vandalism; canvassed neighborhood for persons with knowledge.  

DATE 10/16/19 24 HOUR CLOCK 1030 

Contacted school resource officers inquiring as to teens bragging about toilet papering a house – no leads. 

DATE 11/14/19 24 HOUR CLOCK 1130 

Victim reports independent investigation identified Taylor James as potential suspect. 

DATE 11/14/19 24 HOUR CLOCK 1735 



R
R
A
T
I
V
E 

Questioned Taylor James with parents present; strong alibi supported by parents. 

DATE 11/15/19 24 HOUR CLOCK 1805 

Suspect reports jacket linking to crime had been stolen September 2019; transfer to cold case files. 

Potential Charges:   Vandalism 

Report Completed By: Sheriff Downs 
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Exhibit 9 – Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department Investigation Report #2 
 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
107 Taftbury Highway  

Taftbury, Connecticut 06896 
(203) 555-1234 

 

(PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION) 
   

E
V
E
N
T 

INCIDENT TYPE 
COMPLETED 

FORCED 
ENTRY 

PREMISE 
TYPE 

UNITS 
ENTERED 

TYPE VICTIM 
❒ Individual 
❒ Business 

❒ Government 
❒ Other 

Petit Larceny YES  NO YES  NO Pub. 0 

 
YES  NO YES  NO   

 
YES  NO YES  NO   

INCIDENT LOCATION (SUBDIVISION, APARTMENT AND NUMBER, STREET NAME AND NUMBER) ZIP CODE WEAPON TYPE 

Skippy’s Diner, 1301 Main Street, Warrenport, CT 06883  

INCIDENT DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK TO DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK 

9/7/19 1630    

COMPLAINANT'S NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT DAYTIME PHONE EVENING PHONE 

James, Taylor    

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

16 Brighton Way Taftbury CT 06896 

S
U
B
J
E
C
T 
I
N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N 

NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) AKA 

unknown  

FACIAL HAIR, SCARS, TATOOS, GLASSES, CLOTHING, PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES, ETC. 

 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

    

SUBJECT (NO.1) USING:  ARRESTED NEAR OFFENSE SCENE DATE / TIME OF OFFENSE DATE / TIME OF ARREST 

ALCOHOL  YES   NO   UNKNOWN 
DRUGS  YES   NO  UNKNOWN 

YES   NO   

N
A
R
R
A
T
I
V
E 

On 11/15/19, complainant came into the department to report that on or about September 7, 2019, complainant’s  

letter jacket was placed on an unattended table in Skippy’s Diner and was stolen.  Complainant provided no   

credible suspects. Further investigation to follow. 

 JURISDICTION OF THEFT 

Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department 

P
R
O
P

TYPE (GROUP)  TOTAL VALUE 

STOLEN 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Letter Jacket (identifiable with James on the back, jacket is 

gold and black  

$250 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



E
R
T
Y  
E
S
T
I
M
A
T
E 

DAMAGED 
  

BURNED 

  

A
D
M
I
N
I
S
T
R
A
T
I
V
E 

SUBJECT IDENTIFIED 
 YES        NO 

SUBJECT LOCATED 

no 

❒ ACTIVE            ADM. CLOSED 

❒ UNFOUNDED 

❒ ARRESTED UNDER 18 

❒ ARRESTED 18 AND OVER 

❒ EX-CLEAR UNDER 18 

❒ EX-CLEAR 18 AND OVER 

REASON FOR EXCEPTIONAL CLEARANCE:  1.   OFFENDER DEATH.                     2.   NO PROSECUTION                     3.  EXTRACTION DENIED      
                          4.  VICTIM DECLINES OPERATION              5.  JUVENILE NO CUSTODY 

REPORTING OFFICER DATE 24 HOUR 
CLOCK 

APPROVING OFFICER DATE UNIT NUMBER 

Sgt. Lyle 11/15/19 0945 Lt. Dechane 11/15/19 4604 

FOLLOW-UP INVESTIGATION REQUIRED CASE # 

 YES        NO 

1879357 
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Exhibit 10 – Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department Supplemental Report #2 
 
 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
107 Taftbury Highway  

Taftbury, Connecticut 06896  
(203) 555-1234 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
 

(PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION) 
   

 INCIDENT LOCATION (SUBDIVISION, APARTMENT AND NUMBER, STREET NAME AND NUMBER) ZIP CODE CASE # 

The York Diner, 1301 Main Street, Warrenport, CT 06883 1879357 

INCIDENT DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK TO DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK 

9/7/19 1630  10/14/19 Approx. 0945 

COMPLAINANT'S NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT DAYTIME PHONE EVENING PHONE 

James, Taylor    

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

16 Brighton Way Taftbury CT 06896 

S
U
B
J
E
C
T 
I
N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N 

NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) AKA 

unknown  

FACIAL HAIR, SCARS, TATOOS, GLASSES, CLOTHING, PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES, ETC. 

 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

    

SUBJECT (NO.1) USING:  ARRESTED NEAR OFFENSE SCENE DATE / TIME OF OFFENSE DATE / TIME OF ARREST 

ALCOHOL  YES   NO   UNKNOWN 
DRUGS  YES   NO  UNKNOWN 

YES   NO   

S
U
P
P
L
E
M
E
N
T
A
L 
N
A
R
R
A

DATE 11/17/19 24 HOUR CLOCK 1215 

Upon further investigation, the theft of letter jacket has a cold trail. The letter jacket was not found or turned in to  

either the Department nor the victim. Transferring file to cold case files.  

 

DATE  24 HOUR CLOCK 
 

 

DATE  24 HOUR CLOCK 
 

 

DATE  24 HOUR CLOCK 
 

 

DATE  24 HOUR CLOCK 
 



T
I
V
E 

 

Potential Charges:   Petit Larceny 

Report Completed By: Sgt. Lyle 
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Exhibit 11 – Gutterball Lanes Receipt  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gutterball Lanes 
553 York Highway 

Golden Valley, SC 29203 

803-555-2827 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 13, 2019                   Check In Time: 7:15pm 
 

 
Player 1 -- Taylor 

Lane Rental FREE 

1 Game (30 Min.): 3 people x $4.50 each $13.50 

1 Game (30 Min.): 3 people x $4.50 each $13.50 

3 Shoe Rentals x $4.25 each  $ 12.75 

3 Jumbo Fountain Drinks x $3.00 each $ 9.00 

3 Jumbo Popcorn Tubs x $5.00 each $ 15.00 

 
Subtotal  $ 63.75 
Tax  $  4.46 
Total  $ 68.21 
Amount Tendered  $100.00 
Change  $ 31.79 
 

 

Same day shoe rental.  
Return shoes at end of games. 

 
Join a bowling league today! 

Ask a manager for more details. 
 

Visit us online at  
www.gutterballlanes2.com 

 
 

 ******Customer Copy ****** 

 

http://www.gutterballlanes2.com/


Exhibit 12 – Map of Downtown Warrenport and Taftbury (not to scale) 
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Exhibit 13 - Sun Times post on Instagram featuring Gardener’s article, shows Taylor 

James’s comment2 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Liked by beck_ reif and 120 others 

In 1966, Warrenport High School, now known as Antonin Scalia High 

School and Taftbury High School, now known as Ruth Bader Ginsburg High 

School, played their first ever football game against each other. Brandeis 

won 35-0. In advance of their game this weekend, Drew Gardener wrote an 

article about that first matchup, and the significance of his older brother, 

who starred in that game, in his life. To read the article, click on the link in 

our bio. 
 

View all 12 comments: 

 

Taylorjames13: U Scalia fans will get what's coming to u this weekend 

 October 8, 2019 
                                                           
2 Instagram post made using https://zeoob.com 

https://zeoob.com/

