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CASE BACKGROUND1
Roosevelt High School (“RHS”) is located at 242 Equality Street in Roosevelt,
Connecticut, which is a suburb just south of Hartford consisting of approximately 35,000
residents. The normal school day is 7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. The extracurricular activities usually
go no later than 6:00 p.m. and students are not allowed on school grounds before 7:15 a.m. or
after 6:00 p.m.
Since the beginning of the school year in the fall of 2019, there have been a number of
incidents of non-students harassing students around school property. The non-students have been
reportedly calling out students’ names, shouting expletives, and making threatening gestures
towards students. Due to the increase of this type of activity, school officials called the Chief of
the Roosevelt Police Department and asked for a heightened police presence between 7:15 a.m.
and 7:45 a.m. and also between 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.
On Wednesday, November 27, 2019, RHS had a half-day schedule for the upcoming
Thanksgiving holiday. However, many students were hanging around the school building and
surrounding sidewalks after school because there was a Thanksgiving pageant held from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. By 3:30 p.m. most students had left school property to begin their long
weekend. Only those who had participated in the pageant and a few other students remained in or
around the high school grounds.
Around 3:30 p.m., Officers Lee/Leigh Truman and Gerry/Geri Adams were patrolling the
area around the school in their patrol car. They observed two individuals who are later identified
as Andy/Andi Madison and James/Jamie Lincoln. Both Madison and Lincoln are students at
RHS. They were standing off of the sidewalk on Equality Street next to the fence that enclosed
the school property. Neither person had a backpack nor were they carrying any books. Both
officers were in their police uniforms and their cruiser was marked as “Police.”
When Officers Truman and Adams came back around to the same area a few minutes
later, they observed a loud interaction between Madison and Adams and another group of kids.
When Officer Truman heard Madison make a threat, Truman and Adams exited the police
cruiser. When Madison and Adams were uncooperative and refused to provide identification,
Officer Truman threatened to arrest them. As Madison and Lincoln moved towards their pockets,
Officer Truman saw something shiny in Madison’s hand. Truman attempted to get the object
from Madison.
The events leading up to the arrest are in dispute, but at the very beginning of the scuffle
between Officer Truman and Madison, Madison sustained a cut to his/her upper right leg. It is
unclear at which point Officer Truman suffered a cut to his/her arm and Madison sustained a
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broken wrist. However, both Madison’s cut and Officer Truman’s cut were caused by Madison’s
pocket knife. By the end of the encounter, Madison was on the ground, his/her arms pinned
behind his/her back by Officer Truman’s knee. At that point, Officer Truman handcuffed
Madison and put him/her under arrest for disorderly conduct in regards to Madison’s conduct
towards the group of students, and assault on a peace officer for his/her conduct towards Officer
Truman.
Madison and Lincoln were transported to the police station. Their parents were contacted
and they came to the police station. Madison was processed and released on a written promise to
appear in court while Lincoln received a verbal warning. Madison’s parents took him/her to the
emergency room so his/her broken wrist and wound to his/her thigh could be treated. Officer
Truman went to a walk-in clinic and received topical cream for the superficial cut to his/her arm.
The next day, which was Thanksgiving, Madison’s parents took Madison to the police
department to fill out a civilian complaint against Officer Truman.
At arraignment, Madison pleaded not guilty to the charges and subsequently elected to
have a trial by jury. The case was scheduled for trial in 2020, but due to the pandemic, jury trials
did not resume until the summer of 2021.

Prosecution Witnesses:
Officer Lee/Leigh Truman, Complainant
Officer Gerry/Geri Adams, Officer Truman’s partner
Mark/Marcia Harrison, Witness
Defendant’s Witnesses:
Andy/Andi Madison, Defendant
James/Jamie Lincoln, friend and companion of Madison at time of incident
Peter/Penelope Carter, RHS counselor, head of the Peer Mediation Program
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EXHIBITS
Exhibit 1:

A photograph of the pocket knife taken from Andy/Andi Madison by Officer
Truman on November 27, 2019

Exhibit 2:

A photograph of the Andy/Andi Madison’s wallet taken from him by Officer
Truman on November 27, 2019

Exhibit 3:

Roosevelt Police Department Case Incident Report written by Officer Truman

Exhibit 4:

Medical Note & Discharge Instructions relating to Officer Truman’s injury
sustained on November 27, 2019

Exhibit 5:

Citizen Complaint filed by Andy/Andi Madison against Officer Truman

Exhibit 6:

Photograph of Mark/Marcia Harrison’s home taken from Equality Street

Exhibit 7:

Photograph of RHS taken from Equality Street

Exhibit 8:

Andy/Andi Madison’s School Disciplinary Record

Exhibit 9:

Roosevelt Police Department Use of Force Policy

Exhibit 10:

Roosevelt Police Department Policy Re: Permissible Takedown Techniques
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STIPULATIONS2
The parties stipulate to the following:
1.
Roosevelt, Connecticut is a town located just south of Hartford and consists of
approximately 35,000 residents. It is located within the Judicial District of Hartford.
2.
The defendant was arrested on November 27, 2019 on sight by Officer Truman, so it was
not necessary for Officer Truman to apply for an arrest warrant. After the defendant’s arrest, s/he
was released at the police station on a written promise to appear in court and s/he was not
required to post bail.
3.
The defendant attended preliminary court proceedings where s/he pleaded not guilty to
both charges and elected to have a trial by jury.
4.
A Long Form Information is filed by the prosecutor just before trial. Therefore, the date
of October 15, 2021 is the correct date of the Long Form Information.
5.
All exhibits contained are authentic and accurate in all respects; no objection to
authenticity of these exhibits will be entertained. Unless stated otherwise herein, the
admissibility of the exhibits on other grounds may be challenged.
6.
Stipulated facts may be offered as evidence, without objection, except relevancy
objections may be permitted.
7.
Jurisdiction, venue, and chain of custody of the evidence are proper and may not be
challenged.
8.
All statements were notarized on the day on which they were signed. All witnesses
reviewed their statements immediately prior to trial and were given an opportunity to revise any
statements previously made. None did so. All witnesses were advised both when giving the
statement and when reviewing it to include all material facts within their knowledge.
9.
All evidence was constitutionally recovered, and all statements were constitutionally
obtained. No objection will be entertained to the constitutionality of any evidence, nor will any
motions to suppress on constitutional grounds be permitted.
10.
Exhibits 1 and 2 are true and accurate photograph of the Swiss Army Knife and wallet
that Officer Truman seized from Andy/Andi Madison on November 27, 2019.
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No witness may contradict or deny knowledge of the facts contained in the Stipulations.
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11.
Tyler Carter moved to Germany with his family in March of 2021 and is not available as
a witness for trial.
12.
Tanisha Johnson moved to California for college in August of 2020 and is not available
as a witness for trial
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CASE NO.: CR-19-6008284S

JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HARTFORD
AT HARTFORD

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
v.
ANDY/ANDI MADISON

OCTOBER 15, 2021

LONG FORM INFORMATION

COUNT ONE
Assistant State’s Attorney Edith Webster for the Judicial District of Hartford charges the
defendant, ANDY/ANDI MADISON of Roosevelt, Connecticut, with the crime of
DISORDERLY CONDUCT and alleges that at approximately 3:30 p.m. on November 27, 2019
near the intersection of Hope and Equality Streets, Roosevelt, Connecticut, ANDY/ANDI
MADISON, with the intent to cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a
risk thereof, did engage in tumultuous or threatening behavior towards Tyler Carter through his/her
conduct and/or words in violation of Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-182 (a) (1).
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COUNT TWO
Assistant State’s Attorney Edith Webster for the Judicial District of Hartford further
charges the defendant, ANDY/ANDI MADISON of Roosevelt, Connecticut, with the crime of
ASSAULT OF A PEACE OFFICER and alleges that at approximately 3:30 p.m. on November 27,
2019 near the intersection of Hope and Equality Streets, Roosevelt, Connecticut, ANDY/ANDI
MADISON, with intent to prevent a reasonably identifiable peace officer from performing his/her
duties, and while such peace officer is acting in the performance of his/her duties, did cause
physical injury to such peace officer in violation of Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-167c .

STATE OF CONNECTICUT

BY:
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/s/ Edith Webster______________
Edith Webster
Assistant State’s Attorney

APPLICABLE STATUTES AND LAW
Relevant portions of the Connecticut General Statutes
Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-167c, Disorderly conduct: A person is guilty of disorderly
conduct when, with intent to cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a
risk thereof, such person engages in tumultuous or threatening behavior.
Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-167c, Assault of a peace officer: A person is guilty of assault
of a peace officer when, with intent to prevent a reasonably identifiable peace officer from
performing his or her duties, and while such peace officer is acting in the performance of his or
her duties, such person causes physical injury to such peace officer.
Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-22(b), Use of physical force in making arrest: A peace
officer is justified in using physical force upon another person when and to the extent that s/he
reasonably believes such to be necessary to effect an arrest of a person whom s/he reasonably
believes to have committed an offense, unless s/he knows that the arrest or custody is
unauthorized.
Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-23, Use of physical force to resist arrest not justified: A
person is not justified in using physical force to resist an arrest by a reasonably identifiable peace
officer, whether such arrest is legal or illegal.
Relevant Mock Trial Jury Instructions
After the presentation of evidence, the judge will instruct the jury how to apply the law to the
evidence. Hypothetically, if the judge in your mock trial case were to provide instructions to the
jury, they would look something like these.
Although these instructions may not be used as an exhibit during the mock trial competition,
students may use these legal concepts in fashioning their case and making arguments to the jury.


Presumption of Innocence and Burden of Proof

We will begin with a discussion of two related concepts: the defendant’s presumption of
innocence and the state’s burden of proof. In this case, as in all criminal cases, the defendant is
presumed to be innocent of the crimes with which s/he has been charged. This means: first, that
at the time s/he was presented before you for trial, s/he stood free of any bias, prejudice or
burden arising from his/her position as the accused; and second, that just as s/he was presumed
innocent at the start of this trial, s/he is presumed innocent now and will remain so forever
unless, in the course of your deliberations, you unanimously conclude that the state has
overcome that presumption by proving each essential element of that offense beyond a
reasonable doubt.
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If the state succeeds in proving each essential element of the charged offense beyond a
reasonable doubt, it will have overcome the defendant’s presumption of innocence with respect
to that offense. In that event, s/he must be found “Guilty” as charged. If, however, the state fails
to meet its burden of proof as to one or more essential elements of that offense, the presumption
of innocence alone will require that s/he be found “Not Guilty” of that offense. If there is even
one element of the offense which the state has not proved beyond a reasonable doubt, you must
return a verdict of not guilty.


The Standard of Proof: Beyond a Reasonable Doubt

To obtain a conviction of a charged offense, the state must prove each essential element of
that offense beyond a reasonable doubt. The meaning of reasonable doubt can be arrived at by
emphasizing the word reasonable. It is a doubt which is founded upon reason and supported by
the evidence, or the lack of evidence, in the case. As the words imply, a reasonable doubt is a
doubt held by a reasonable person after he or she has carefully analyzed, compared, and weighed
all of the credible evidence in the case. By the same token, a reasonable doubt is not a mere
guess or surmise or conjecture that finds no logical support in the evidence or lack of evidence in
the case.
It is such a doubt as, in the serious affairs that concern you, you would heed; that is, such a
doubt as would cause reasonable men and women to hesitate to act upon it in matters of
importance. It is not hesitation springing from any feelings of pity of sympathy for the accused
or any other person who may be affected by your decision.
Proof beyond a reasonable doubt does not mean proof beyond all doubt; the law does not
require absolute certainty on the part of the jury before it returns a verdict of guilty. Before you
may return a verdict of guilty on crime charged, you must be firmly convinced of the defendant’s
guilt on that charge. Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that is so firmly convincing that it
precludes every reasonable hypothesis except guilt and is inconsistent with any other rational
conclusion. Under this standard, any conclusion, reasonably to be drawn from all of the evidence
presented at trial, which is consistent with the innocence of the defendant, must therefore prevail.
If, then, at the end of your deliberations, you are left with a reasonable doubt as to any essential
element of the charged offense, you must give the defendant the benefit of that doubt by finding
him "Not Guilty" of that offense.
Finally, to reiterate, you must remember that the defendant has no burden whatsoever to raise
reasonable doubt in your minds, or to convince you that any doubt you may have is a reasonable
one. Rather, the state bears the sole and exclusive burden of persuading you beyond a reasonable
doubt, based solely upon the evidence presented in this trial, that the defendant committed each
essential element of the charged offense.


Credibility of Witnesses

In deciding the factual issues of this case, you must decide which testimony to believe
and which testimony not to believe. You may believe and credit all, part or none of any
9

witness's testimony. In making that decision, you may take many factors into account, including:
(1) Was the witness able to see, or hear, or know the things about which he or she testified? (2)
How well was the witness able to recall and describe those things? (3) What was the witness's
manner while testifying? (4) Does the witness have any interest in the outcome of this case, or
any bias or prejudice concerning any party or any matter involved in the case? The greater the
witness’s personal interest in the outcome of the case, the more closely and carefully you should
scrutinize his or her testimony before deciding to credit it for any purpose. (5) How reasonable
was the witness's testimony, considered in light of all the other evidence in the case? and (6) Was
the witness's testimony contradicted by what he or she said or did at another time, or by the
testimony of other witnesses, or by other evidence?
These are some of the factors you may consider in deciding whether or not to believe the
testimony of any witness who has come before you in this case. Based upon your consideration
of those factors and others you routinely rely upon to assess the credibility of people you interact
with in your daily lives, you may choose, in your sole discretion, to believe all, some or none of
what any witness had to say in this case.


Testimony of Police Officers

Two police officers testified in this case. The testimony of a police officer is entitled to
no special or exclusive weight merely because it comes from a police officer. Instead, you should
give it the same consideration, and apply to it the same factors, as you would apply to the
testimony of any other witness, including: the officer's demeanor on the witness stand; his or her
manner of testifying; any bias shown or interest he or she may have in the outcome of the case;
and the consistency and completeness of his or her testimony. The decision whether or not to
credit the testimony of a police officer, and if so what weight to give it in the circumstances of
the case, is entirely up to you, just as it is for every other witness in the case. In short, you
should not believe or disbelieve a police officer’s testimony, in whole or in part, merely because
it came from a police officer.


Defendant’s Testimony

In this case, the defendant testified. An accused person, having testified, stands before you
just like any other witness. S/he is entitled to the same considerations and must have his/her
testimony tested and measured by you by the same factors and standards as you would judge the
testimony of any other witness. You have no right to disregard the defendant’s testimony or to
disbelieve the defendant’s testimony merely because s/he is accused of a crime.


Direct and Circumstantial Evidence

There are, generally speaking, two kinds of evidence, direct and circumstantial. Direct
evidence is testimony by a witness about what that witness personally saw or heard or did.
Circumstantial evidence is indirect evidence, that is, evidence from which the factfinder could
find that another fact exists, even though it has not been proved directly. There is no legal
distinction between direct and circumstantial evidence as far as probative value; the law permits
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the factfinder to give equal weight to both, but it is for the factfinder to decide how much weight
to give to any particular evidence.
Circumstantial evidence of an event is the testimony of witnesses as to the existence of
certain facts or evidence or the happening of other events from which the factfinder may
logically conclude that the event in question did happen.
The only practical difference between direct and circumstantial evidence is that when
there is direct evidence of some fact, the main thing the factfinder has to do is determine the
believability of the direct testimony given, the credibility of the witness. With circumstantial
evidence, the factfinder must first determine the credibility of the witness or witnesses and
decide whether the facts testified to did exist. Then the factfinder must decide whether the
happenings of those events or the existence of those facts leads logically to the conclusion that
other events occurred or other facts exist.
There is no reason to be prejudiced against evidence simply because it is circumstantial
evidence. One makes decisions on the basis of circumstantial evidence in the everyday affairs of
life. There is no reason why decisions based on circumstantial evidence should not be made in
the courtroom. In fact, proof by circumstantial evidence may be as conclusive as would be the
testimony of witnesses speaking on the basis of their own observation. Circumstantial evidence,
therefore, is offered to prove a certain fact from which the factfinder is asked to infer the
existence of another fact or set of facts. Before the factfinder decides that a fact has been proved
by circumstantial evidence, the factfinder must consider all of the evidence in light of reason,
experience and common sense.


The Offenses Charged

I will now instruct you on the principles of substantive law which must govern your
deliberations in this case. The state has charged the defendant with two separate crimes:
 Count One: Disorderly Conduct
 Count Two: Assault Of A Police Officer
You will be required in this case to deliberate separately on these two counts, and to return a
separate, independent and unanimous verdict as to each count.
1. Count One: Disorderly Conduct in Alleged Violation of General Statutes § 53a182 (a) (1)
In Count One of the Information, the defendant is charged with disorderly conduct, in
alleged violation of General Statutes § 53a-182 (a) (1). Here, the state has alleged the following
in Count One of the Information:
[The state] “charges the defendant, ANDY/ANDI MADISON of Roosevelt, Connecticut,
with the crime of DISORDERLY CONDUCT and alleges that at approximately 3:30 p.m.
on November 27, 2019 near the intersection of Hope and Equality Streets, Roosevelt,
11

Connecticut, ANDY/ANDI MADISON, with the intent to cause inconvenience, annoyance
or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereof, did engage in tumultuous or threatening
behavior towards Tyler Carter through his/her conduct and/or words in violation of
Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-182 (a) (1).
For you to find the defendant guilty of this offense, the state must prove the following
two elements beyond a reasonable doubt:
1. With the intent to cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm or recklessly creating a
risk thereof; and,
2. The defendant engaged in tumultuous or threatening behavior towards Tyler Carter
through his/her conduct and/or words.
Element 1 - Intent to cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm or
recklessly creating a risk thereof
The first element that the state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt is that the
defendant acted with the intent to cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm or recklessly
creating a risk thereof. Let’s take the first part of intent, which is that the defendant acted with
the intent to cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm.
The predominant intent must be to cause what a reasonable person operating under
contemporary community standards would consider a disturbance to or impediment of a lawful
activity, a deep feeling of vexation or provocation, or a feeling of anxiety prompted by
threatened danger or harm. A person acts "intentionally" with respect to a result when his/her
conscious objective is to cause such result. What the defendant intended is a question of fact for
you to determine. What a person's intention was is usually a matter to be determined by
inference. No person is able to testify that he or she looked into another's mind and saw therein a
certain knowledge or a certain purpose or intention to do harm to another. Because direct
evidence of the defendant's state of mind is rarely available, intent is generally proved by
circumstantial evidence. The only way a jury can ordinarily determine what a person's intention
was at any given time is by determining what the person's conduct was and what the
circumstances were surrounding that conduct and from that infer what his intention was.
To draw such an inference is the proper function of a jury, provided of course that the
inference drawn complies with the standards for inferences as explained in connection with my
instruction on circumstantial evidence. The inference is not a necessary one. You are not
required to infer a particular intent from the defendant's conduct or statements, but it is an
inference that you may draw if you find it is reasonable and logical. I again remind you that the
burden of proving intent beyond a reasonable doubt is on the state.
Now, let me address the second part of intent here, and that is, the defendant recklessly
created a risk of causing inconvenience, annoyance or alarm. A person acts "recklessly" with
respect to a result or circumstances when he/she is aware of and consciously disregards a
substantial and unjustifiable risk that such result will occur or that such circumstances exist. The
12

risk must be of such nature and degree that disregarding it constitutes a gross deviation from the
standard of conduct that a reasonable person would observe in the situation. The standard of
conduct of a reasonable person in the same situation as the defendant is the doing of something
that a reasonably prudent person would do under the circumstances or omitting to do what a
reasonably prudent person would not do under the circumstances.
A gross deviation is a great or substantial deviation, not just a slight or moderate
deviation. There must be a great or substantial difference between, on the one hand, the
defendant's conduct in disregarding a substantial and unjustifiable risk, and, on the other hand,
what a reasonable person would have done under the circumstances. Whether a risk is
substantial and unjustifiable is a question of fact for you to determine under all the
circumstances.
The words "inconvenience, annoyance or alarm" refer to what a reasonable person
operating under contemporary community standards would consider a disturbance to or
impediment of a lawful activity, a deep feeling of vexation or provocation, or a feeling of anxiety
prompted by threatened danger or harm.
Element 2 -

Engaged in tumultuous or threatening behavior toward
Tyler Carter

The second element that the state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt is that the
defendant engaged in tumultuous or threatening behavior toward Tyler Carter that actually
involved physical violence or portended imminent physical violence. The defendant’s conduct
must be more than a display of mere bad manners. It must actually involve physical violence or
portend imminent physical violence.
The state claims that the defendant engaged in tumultuous or threatening behavior and/or
speech towards Tyler Carter. The defendant has pleaded “Not Guilty” to the allegations in Count
One.
The “tumultuous or threatening behavior” can consist of either physical actions or pure
speech not accompanied by physical actions. When the behavior is pure speech, the disorderly
conduct statute intersects with the first amendment, which prohibits laws “abridging the freedom
of speech ....” The first amendment bars a state from criminalizing pure speech, unless that
speech falls into one of a few constitutionally unprotected categories.
Therefore, in this case, speech, absent actual physical conduct, may constitute tumultuous
or threatening behavior toward Tyler Carter only if you determine that the state has proven
beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant’s statement or statements constituted “fighting
words.” Fighting words is speech that is likely to provoke an ordinary person, as the recipient of
the language, to respond with imminent violence. The speech must have a direct tendency to
cause an imminent act of retaliation by a reasonable person in the addressee’s position. The
imminence of a response is based on the likelihood of actual violence or retaliation and not
merely an undifferentiated fear or apprehension of disturbance.
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To determine whether there was a likelihood of an imminent violent retaliation by Tyler
Carter, you may consider the actual circumstances as perceived by a reasonable speaker and
addressee. You may consider the manner and circumstances in which the words were spoken.
You also may consider the personal attributes of the speaker and the addressee that are
reasonably apparent to determine whether a reasonable person in Tyler Carter’s position would
likely respond with violence.

2. Count Two: Assault On A Peace Officer In Alleged Violation Of General
Statutes § 53a-167c
In Count Two of the Information, the defendant is charged with assault on a peace
officer, in alleged violation of General Statutes § 53a-167c. Here, the state has alleged the
following in Count Two of the Information:
[The state] “charges the defendant, ANDY/ANDI MADISON of Roosevelt, Connecticut,
with the crime of ASSAULT OF A PEACE OFFICER and alleges that at approximately
3:30 p.m. on November 27, 2019 near the intersection of Hope and Equality Streets,
Roosevelt, Connecticut, ANDY/ANDI MADISON, with intent to prevent a reasonably
identifiable peace officer from performing his/her duties, and while such peace officer is
acting in the performance of his/her duties, did cause physical injury to such peace officer
in violation of Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-167c.”
The state must prove the following four elements beyond a reasonable doubt that:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Officer Truman was employed as a police officer and reasonably identifiable as a
police officer; and,
The conduct of the defendant occurred while Officer Truman was acting in the
performance of his/her duties; and,
The defendant had the specific intent to prevent Officer Truman from performing
his/her lawful duties; and,
The defendant caused physical injury to Officer Truman.

I will now instruct you on the essential elements of the charged offense. For you to find
the defendant guilty of this charge, the state must prove each of the following elements beyond a
reasonable doubt:
Element 1 – Assault of an officer
The first element that the state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt is that the person
allegedly assaulted, Officer Truman, was an employed as a police officer and reasonably
identifiable as a police officer. The standard is whether a reasonable person under the same
circumstances should have identified Officer Truman as a police officer. In determining this,
such facts as whether Officer Truman wore a uniform, whether Officer Truman identified
himself as a police officer or showed his/her badge or other identification, or the manner in
14

which Officer Truman acted and conducted himself/herself are all relevant to your decision of
whether Officer Truman was reasonably identifiable as a police officer.
Element 2 – In the performance of duties
The second element that the state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt is that the
alleged conduct of the defendant occurred while Officer Truman was acting in the performance
of his/her duties. The phrase, “in the performance of his/her duties” means that the police officer,
Officer Truman, was acting within the scope of what he/she is employed to do, and that his/her
conduct was related to his/her official duties. The test is whether Officer Truman was acting
within that compass or whether s/he was engaging in a personal frolic of his/her own. You
should consider Officer Truman’s purpose for acting as s/he did, and whether his/her purpose
was to perform his/her duty as a police officer or whether it was to engage in conduct not related
to his/her duties. The question of whether Officer Truman was acting in good faith in the
performance of his/her duties is a factual question for you to determine on the basis of the
evidence in the case.
In determining whether the officer was acting in the performance of his/her duties, you must
consider another provision in our law that justifies the use of physical force by officers in making an
arrest. That statute provides that an officer is justified in using physical force upon another person
when and to the extent that he/she reasonably believes such to be necessary to effect an arrest of a
person whom he/she reasonably believes to have committed an offense, unless he/she knows that the
arrest is unauthorized.
An officer’s use of force to effect the arrest is justified only so far as he/she reasonably
believes that a person has committed an offense. The term “offense” means any crime or violation
which constitutes a breach of any law and which is punishable by imprisonment, fine or both. The
officer need not have actual knowledge that an offense was committed, but only a reasonable belief.
A reasonable belief that a person has committed an offense means a reasonable belief in facts or
circumstances which if true would in law constitute an offense.
It is no defense that the arrest was wrongful, as long as the officer reasonably believed that
the defendant had committed an offense. That is, a person is not permitted to use physical force to
resist being arrested, even if the person sincerely believes that the arrest is unwarranted, by a
reasonably identifiable officer.
If you find that the force used by the officer was not reasonable, you will find that Officer
Truman was not acting within the performance of his/her official duties while attempting to
arrest the defendant.

Element 3 - Intent to prevent the performance of duties
The third element is that the state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt is that the
defendant had the specific intent to prevent the police officer, Officer Truman, from performing
his/her lawful duties. A person acts "intentionally" with respect to a result when his/her
conscious objective is to cause such result. What a person's intention was is usually a matter to
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be determined by inference. No person is able to testify that s/he looked into another's mind and
saw therein a certain knowledge or a certain purpose or intention to do harm to another. Because
direct evidence of the defendant's state of mind is rarely available, intent is generally proved by
circumstantial evidence. The only way a jury can ordinarily determine what a person's intention
was at any given time is by determining what the person's conduct was and what the
circumstances were surrounding that conduct and from that infer what his/her intention was. In
this case, the defendant testified and you may consider the defendant’s testimony as to his/her
intent if you decide to credit it.
To draw such an inference is the proper function of a jury, provided of course that the
inference drawn complies with the standards for inferences as explained in connection with my
instruction on circumstantial evidence. The inference is not a necessary one. You are not
required to infer a particular intent from the defendant's conduct or statements, but it is an
inference that you may draw if you find it is reasonable and logical. I again remind you that the
burden of proving intent beyond a reasonable doubt is on the state.
Element 4 - By causing physical injury
The fourth element that the state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt is that the
defendant caused physical injury to Officer Truman. "Physical injury" means impairment of
physical condition or pain. The law does not require that the injury be serious. It may be minor.
It is not necessary that the defendant have the intent to cause physical injury, but the state must
prove that the defendant caused physical injury to Officer Truman.
The state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant proximately caused
the injuries to Officer Truman. Proximate cause does not necessarily mean the last act or cause,
or the act in point of time nearest to the injuries. The concept of proximate cause incorporates
the principle that an accused may be charged with a criminal offense even though his/her acts
were not the immediate cause of the injuries.
An act or omission to act is a proximate cause of the injuries when it substantially and
materially contributes, in a natural and continuous sequence, unbroken by an efficient,
intervening cause, to the injuries. It is a cause without which the injuries would not have
occurred. It is a predominating cause, a substantial factor from which the injuries follow as a
natural, direct and immediate consequence.
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STATEMENT OF LEE/LEIGH TRUMAN
1

My name is Lee/Leigh Truman. I am forty years old and I live in New Britain,

2

Connecticut. I have been employed as a police officer in the town of Roosevelt, which is a

3

suburb just south of Hartford for approximately twelve years. After I graduated from New

4

Britain High School, I entered the United States Marines Corps during which time I was honored

5

to serve our great country for four years. I am very proud of having served in the U.S. military.

6

After all, we live in the greatest country in the world and it is so important to protect our

7

democracy. I am a strong believer in all of the protections afforded us by our United States

8

Constitution, particularly the right to a free press and free speech.

9

After returning to civilian life, I became a corrections officer for a few years. I did not

10

like interacting with convicted criminals on a daily basis. I decided to become a police officer,

11

thinking I could perhaps have an influence over the younger generation so that they would not

12

become incarcerated. I guess I was a bit naïve and idealistic. What I have learned over the past

13

twelve years of being on the force is that this generation, the Gen-Zers, has no respect for

14

authority and that really annoys me. I worked hard to become a police officer and I deserve to be

15

respected. I attended the Connecticut Police Training Academy in Meriden for six months, which

16

was an intensive program where I learned the fundamentals of patrol, motor vehicle stops, the

17

criminal and motor vehicle laws in the State of Connecticut and how to effectuate an arrest. I

18

also have attended numerous training programs over the past ten years, including administering

19

field sobriety tests to persons suspected of driving under the influence, accident reconstruction,

20

and specialized training in how to recognize gang members.

21

A few months ago, the principal of Roosevelt High School called the police department

22

to request us to step up our presence around the school and surrounding areas before and after

23

school. Apparently, some of the students were being harassed by some of the kids in the

24

neighborhood who aren't in school and the harassment had gotten pretty bad. Plus there were

25

some issues with graffiti and vandalism and such, and concerns about possible gang activity. We

26

were asked to step up our presence there to keep the peace, make sure that the students weren't

27

getting intimidated by anyone when they entered or left the building, and that nothing was

28

getting destroyed.

17

1

Officer Adams and I often are assigned the after school beat. Since school usually lets out

2

at 2:45 p.m., we start patrolling the area around that time. On November 27, 2019, we noticed

3

that there weren't a lot of kids around that day, so we weren't expecting any problems. No one

4

had told us about the half-day for Thanksgiving. At about 3:30 p.m., we saw these two

5

teenagers/young adults hanging out at the corner across from the school. They were talking real

6

loud, trying to look tough, but we didn’t do anything until we saw them start to harass some girl

7

who was leaving the school. She was dressed up in a costume and they began to heckle her. I

8

heard one of them call her fat bird and ugly bird, which sounded like bullying to me. She

9

responded to them and didn’t look too scared so we thought she might know them. We continued

10
11

to patrol the area.
When we came around again, the same two teenagers were having a loud interaction with

12

a few other students who were walking out of the school. I absolutely hate tattoos and do not

13

understand why teens feel a need to permanently ruin their bodies with tattoos. It seems to me

14

that only the trouble-maker teens feel the need to express themselves by having tattoos – or

15

worse yet, I know from my training that gang members often use tattoos to show gang affiliation.

16

I am always on alert when I see a teen with a tattoo – any tattoo. And the kid who was seemed to

17

be running his/her mouth the most had a tattoo on his/her neck.

18

We parked our car right in front of them on Equality Street, about twenty feet away. We

19

were in a police cruiser that is clearly marked “Roosevelt Police.” I thought our presence would

20

cool them off, or scare them off. But they didn't seem to care. One of them was smoking, too. I

21

rolled down my window and I heard one of the teens – the one with baggy jeans and a tattoo on

22

his/her neck – yell, “Hey, your mother is ugly.” The other kid yelled back, “Your mother is

23

uglier.” The kid I ended up arresting responded, “Oh, we’ll see about that. I wanna fight you

24

right now. I am going to punch you in the face.” I am certain that is what I heard. Now, as I said,

25

I am a big believer in free speech, but under the law, there are limits to free speech.

26

At that point, we exited our cruiser and approached them. I asked if they were students

27

and if we could see their student IDs. They didn’t respond. In fact, they both ignored us and

28

acted like we weren’t there. That is one of my pet peeves – being disrespected by the younger

29

generation. After all, I am a police officer and I deserve respect. It’s not as if they can claim they

18

1

didn’t know we were police officers since we were dressed in our police uniforms with our full

2

duty belts.

3

When they continued to ignore us, I told them that I had just observed them engaging in

4

the crime of disorderly conduct and asked them what they were doing. I told them that if they

5

were not students, they had to leave the school premises. Well, the stockier one just looked at me

6

and kind of smirked. S/he stated, “we are not on school premises. We are on a sidewalk. This is

7

America, ya know, so leave us alone.” I later learned his/her name is Andy/Andi Madison.

8

Madison reached real slowly into his/her pocket. That’s when I saw something that looked

9

suspicious to me –a metal object –poking out of his/her pocket.

10

So much of this job is instinct, and I knew right away that what I saw was a knife.

11

Students aren't allowed to bring knives into the school building. Since s/he was not giving me

12

any information and based on my experience, I figured that s/he was not a student and that s/he

13

had a weapon. Any cop would have come to the same conclusion. The first thing to do in a

14

situation that could potentially get violent is to disarm the other person before placing them

15

under arrest. It's better to disarm preemptively than to wait and let the situation escalate. So, I

16

told Madison "alright, you are under arrest for disorderly conduct" and I grabbed his/her hand

17

out of his/her pocket. I think s/he might have gotten cut in the leg with his/her knife at this point.

18

We were struggling because s/he didn’t want to give me the knife so I had to wrestle him/her to

19

the ground. S/he kept yelling at me to get off of him/her as s/he pushed against me. While I was

20

doing that, I called out to Officer Adams to watch the other kid – I didn't want the other kid to

21

bolt or to try and be a hero and fight for his/her buddy. Finally, I was able to get the knife out of

22

Madison’s hand, but not before s/he sliced my arm. I seized the knife as evidence. I have

23

reviewed Exhibits 1 and 2 and can verify that Exhibit 1 is a picture of the knife I seized from

24

Madison on November 27, 2019, and Exhibit 2 is a picture of the wallet I seized from Madison

25

during the incident.

26

The situation had progressed from a "potential for violence" in a resisting arrest situation

27

to an "assault on an officer" kind of situation, and I reacted appropriately. We are trained in how

28

to take a suspect down to the ground and in how to effectively disarm the suspect. At that point

29

in any situation, our main goal is to protect the citizens in the area and protect ourselves from the

30

violent perpetrator. I followed the training to a “T.” I used the least amount of force necessary
19

1

for the situation – Level 3 on the use-of-force continuum, and I used a bent arm takedown

2

technique which is an acceptable technique per department policy.

3

The law says that there is no resisting arrest, and that civilians cannot assault police

4

officers for any reason. This kid had cut my arm with a knife. Now, if that's not assault, I don't

5

know what is. S/he was hollering and squirming around on the ground, and I later found out

6

his/her wrist was hurt, but at that moment, that was not my concern. My concern was the

7

potential threat that this young person posed to me and to those around me. This is how we are

8

trained to act in these situations. All the officers in the department would have reacted in the

9

same way. I would have liked to have interviewed the other kids that Madison and his/her friend

10

had been harassing, but I was so focused on Madison, I don’t know where those kids went.

11

Frankly, once Madison assaulted me, it really wasn’t that important to track down those kids to

12

interview them.

13

I am aware that Madison’s parents made him/her file a complaint against me, which is

14

really unbelievable considering Madison attacked me. They did so on Thanksgiving Day. This

15

complaint is absolutely baseless. I know that there were a couple of complaints about me during

16

the first few years I was on the force, but even then, crime was way up and the streets were

17

different than compared with today – a lot tougher in a lot of ways. I mean, I'm a tough cop and I

18

don't put up with any bull from anyone, but I'm a fair cop and I follow the rules. Always. Some

19

people have a problem with that, but that is not my concern. My only concern is to make sure

20

that the neighborhoods stay safe places to live for the citizens of Roosevelt. If that makes it

21

uncomfortable for the tattooed thugs who carry knives like Madison, well, tough. I'm not on the

22

streets to protect them.

23
24

I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief and

25

knowledge.

26
27

Dated: December 2, 2019

/s/ Lee/Leigh Truman

28
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STATEMENT OF GERRY/GERI ADAMS
1

My name is Gerry/Geri Adams. I've been on the beat for twenty years so I have a lot of

2

experience. I have stayed as a patrol officer on the Roosevelt Police Department my entire

3

career. I have no desire to move up the ranks – it takes too much studying and brown-nosing.

4

Being a patrol officer suits me just fine and I make a steady income.

5

Well, Officer Truman is a very good cop. S/he really cares about his/her job and has been

6

doing it for about twelve years now. S/he did have some problems when s/he started his/her job.

7

There were some complaints about excessive force and such things, but we weren't partners then,

8

so I don't know what happened. I have been partnered with him/her for the last year and a half,

9

and I have never seen him/her take things to an absolute extreme. Each cop has his own way of

10

handling situations. I am more of a talker, and Truman is more of an action person. S/he is

11

quicker to react and more intimidating to potential troublemakers, which makes us a good team.

12

Between the two of us, we can handle just about any situation and de-escalate it before anything

13

bad happens. S/he has got a great sense for figuring out situations and can react quickly before

14

things go too far. I'd trust him/her with my life, no question about it.

15

On November 27, 2019, we were on our usual afternoon drive-by of RHS when we saw

16

two people hanging out across the street from the school. We didn't see any book bags, and one

17

of them looked older, so we were immediately suspicious. Most of the complaints we get about

18

students being harassed only mention verbal harassment, but there have been a few incidents of

19

violence or near-violence between students and non-students, including a fight that occurred

20

about a month ago right on the sidewalk on Equality Street just in front of the school.

21

After we noticed those two talking loudly to each other, eating food, and smoking, we

22

saw them begin to harass another student leaving the school building. They were picking on her

23

and calling her names, although I did not hear exactly what was said. This is exactly the kind of

24

behavior the principal had called to complain about. The girl responded to them so we figured

25

we'd just monitor the situation for a while and see how things progressed. We continued

26

patrolling the area, and when we came back around we saw them at the same spot, talking loudly

27

to some students who had just come out of the school. Truman rolled down his/her window. I

28

could only hear loud voices and an unfriendly tone of voice coming from the two kids we were

29

concerned about, but I couldn’t make out what was being said because dispatch had made an
21

1

announcement over our car radio at the same time. What concerned me was their body language.

2

They both were posturing, chests puffed up, arms tensed up, as if they wanted to fight the

3

students who had come out of the school. As we pulled over, the kids who were getting harassed

4

scattered, so we never had a chance to interview them. Truman asked the two harassers what was

5

going on and also asked for them to show us some identification. We could see immediately that

6

the kind of heavier-set one was going to be more trouble, so Truman focused on him/her while I

7

stayed with the younger-looking kid. Truman does better at dealing with the folks who think

8

they're real tough.

9

I saw that the kid that Truman focused on had a tattoo on his/her neck. I remember

10

thinking to myself, “oh boy, Truman’s gonna love that.” We had a recent discussion about teens

11

and tattoos and he made it clear that he thought any teen who had a tattoo was either a hoodlum

12

or a member of a gang. S/he told me that whenever s/he sees a teenager with a tattoo, s/he goes

13

on high alert and assumes they are trouble. I told him that’s not true, look at my daughter. She

14

graduated last year at the top of her class and attends the University of Connecticut where she is

15

studying engineering. When she turned eighteen, the first thing she did was go get a tattoo of a

16

butterfly on her ankle. Did I approve? No, of course not, but that tattoo does not make her a

17

hoodlum. You cannot judge a book by its cover. That’s what I told Truman during our

18

discussion. But s/he was having none of it, and made numerous negative statements against teens

19

with tattoos.

20

At first, the two kids weren't cooperating at all, but after Truman threatened to put them

21

under arrest for disorderly conduct, the kid Truman was standing by reached into his/her pocket.

22

I'll be honest, I thought s/he was reaching for his/her wallet, but Truman saw something and

23

went for the kid’s arm. Turned out Truman’s instinct was right. The kid had a knife, but I didn't

24

see it at the time. See, Truman just has a feel for situations like this. Suddenly, Truman yelled,

25

“oh my god, this tattooed punk just stabbed me with a knife. I’m bleeding. Call for back up and

26

watch out for your kid.” I saw Truman conduct a “bent arm takedown” in accordance with our

27

training and the policy outlined in Exhibit 10. Truman twisted the kid's arm behind him/her and

28

the kid was yelling about his/her wrist. I also saw the blood on Truman's arm.

29
30

I put my own hand on the skinny kid's arm, but I can tell s/he's not going anywhere. I
later learn that his/her name is James/Jamie Lincoln. Then, Truman takes down the big one and
22

1

puts a knee to his/her back. This is standard operating procedure when a perpetrator is resisting

2

arrest. At this point I could see that the kid had something wrong with his/her wrist -- it was

3

bulging out the side and turning purple. I think I said something to Truman about it, but I don't

4

remember what it was. Maybe something about the wrist, or about being careful with the

5

handcuffs. I don't know exactly. We put both of them in the cruiser and took them down to the

6

station. We didn't know that they were both students at the high school until after it was all over.

7

We decided to exercise our discretion and not arrest Lincoln for disorderly conduct since Officer

8

Truman only heard Madison make a threatening statement. I simply gave Lincoln a verbal

9

warning.

10

If they had only showed us their IDs when we asked for them, none of this would have

11

happened. I don't know why those kids were so stupid about it, especially the one who pulled a

12

knife. I mean, what was that about? Showing off to his/her friend about how tough s/he can be,

13

about how s/he's so tough that s/he can go after a police officer? We hadn't made any

14

unreasonable demands. But, some people are just like that. They want to push it to the edge, they

15

have no respect for the police, and they'll be tough to us, just to show off to their friends. But

16

then, they cry foul when we do our job. I mean, police officers work best when we can work

17

together with regular citizens, but it gets really hard when regular citizens try and work against

18

us. On the one hand, they call us "pigs" and treat us like second-class citizens, but on the other,

19

they want us to be there thirty seconds after they call 911. No other profession has such high

20

expectations placed upon it, but is treated so badly by the people they are supposed to protect. I

21

just don't understand.

22
23

I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief and

24

knowledge.

25

Dated: December 2, 2019

/s/ Gerry/Geri Adams

23

STATEMENT OF MARK/MARCIA HARRISON
1

My name is Mark/Marcia Harrison. I live on Equality Street directly across from the high

2

school. I was born in this house and inherited it from my parents. So, I have lived here for most

3

of my eighty-four years. Of course, the high school wasn’t there when I was growing up. That

4

was built about fifteen years ago and changed the entire neighborhood. It used to be a farmland

5

when I was growing up, then it became a park with running trails in the 1970s, which lasted for

6

close to thirty years until that blasted school was built. I was an avid runner and ran those trails

7

every day. I organized a community group to oppose the plans to build a school. We were

8

successful in delaying it, but eventually, we lost that battle. We really didn’t need a new high

9

school – all it did was increase our taxes and change the character of our neighborhood. I mean,

10

who would want to look at that concrete mammoth structure that is there now vs. trees and

11

greenery? Exhibit 7 is a picture of school taken from my front yard.

12

What a life I have lived! I attended the University of Connecticut and graduated with a

13

degree in business administration. After graduation, I moved back home and began working at a

14

local bank. I worked my way up from teller to bank manager and stayed at that bank all of my

15

career. I even met my spouse at the bank – s/he was a customer. After we were married, we

16

converted my parents’ house into a two-family house. They lived on the first floor and we lived

17

on the second floor. We raised two children in that house. I was very active in the community

18

and served as a member of the Rotary Club and the Lions Club, and I even served on the zoning

19

commission for sixteen years.

20

My parents died in the 1980s and my spouse died a few years ago. I really miss him/her.

21

But, I am so fortunate not to be totally alone. I live with my beloved cat, Buddy, a Maine Coon

22

cat. I retired about fifteen years ago. During my retirement, I have enjoyed activities at the

23

Senior Center such as playing Bridge and the Book Club. My favorite activity is the seasonal bus

24

tours, such as going to New York City in December to see holiday decorations and the big tree at

25

Rockefeller Center. At home, I enjoy working in my gardens and sitting on my enclosed front

26

porch every afternoon from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. before I eat dinner promptly at 5:00 p.m. Exhibit 6

27

is a photograph of my house and shows my enclosed front porch. This time period before dinner

28

is my cocktail hour and sometimes I invite a neighbor or friend over to join me for a glass of

29

wine or two, and cheese and crackers. I never have more than two because if I do, I fall asleep. If
24

1

I am by myself, I listen to the local radio station on my trusty transistor radio. During baseball

2

season, I will listen to the game if the Red Sox are playing. I have my cocktail hour year round,

3

unless there is a snow storm. It also allows me to protect my property from the kids when they

4

get out of school. They have no regard for my gardens. I cannot tell you how many times I have

5

found soda cans and gum wrappers just thrown into my gardens from those kids.

6

November 27, 2019 was no different. I settled into my favorite chair on my front porch at

7

3:00 p.m. I was by myself, so I turned on my radio to listen to the afternoon talk radio show from

8

the local radio station. I had my usual glass of red wine and had just poured myself a second one

9

when I saw a police car travel slowly in front of my house. I remember thinking to myself that I

10

was happy that the school superintendent had taken my complaints seriously and there seemed to

11

be increased police presence in our neighborhood at the time that the students were being

12

released from school. I was tired of picking up litter in my front yard from the students. Earlier

13

that day, I had walked my neighborhood and picked up enough trash to fill a garbage bag.

14

Another reason I complained to the school superintendent was because I was tired of the

15

hoodlums hanging around after school. I call them hoodlums because of the way they dress.

16

What happened to dressing up for school? Baggy pants, sweat shirts with hoods, and sunglasses

17

should not be allowed in school. There should be a dress code. But, it wasn’t only the way they

18

dressed. It was their conduct. There seemed to have been an increase in confrontations between

19

different groups of students. Last month, there had been a huge fight right in front of my house

20

where one kid had to be taken to the hospital. Who wants that in their neighborhood?

21

Here’s what I remember about November 27, 2019. I couldn’t really hear anything since

22

my radio was turned up really loud. My hearing isn’t what it used to be and I don’t like to wear

23

my hearing aids. A few minutes after I saw the police car drive by my house. I saw two groups of

24

kids across the street from my house. They were standing about thirty to forty away from me

25

near the chain-link fence on school property. They were not standing on the sidewalk, but they

26

were leaning against the fence. What caught my attention was their body language. I remember

27

thinking to myself that it looked like a fight was going to break out any second, just like last

28

month. The stocky kid that later got arrested was the one who stood out to me the most. S/he was

29

clearly mouthing off to the other group, and even got into the face of a kid who had red hair. The

30

stocky kid’s hands were clenched into fists at his/her side, and s/he had an angry look on his/her
25

1

face. When the stocky kid got into the face of the kid with red hair, that kid first looked surprised

2

and then had a look of fear on his face. I was sure the stocky kid was going to punch the other

3

kid.

4

I could not hear what was being said, but I certainly could hear the angry tone coming

5

from both sides. Buddy was sitting on a table and staring intently at them. He made that growling

6

meow just like he does when we watch TV and people are fighting on TV. Buddy is very

7

sensitive and angry voices always upset him. So, I am 100% certain it was not a friendly

8

conversation. I was really happy to see the police car pull up when it did. The kid with red hair

9

and his group of friends took off as soon as they saw the police coming down the road, but the

10
11

other two hoodlums stayed where they were.
The strange thing is that those two acted like the police weren’t even there. I really do not

12

understand young people today. They seem not to have any respect for authority. I saw Officer

13

Truman and his/her partner get out of the cruiser. I recognized Officer Truman because s/he

14

helped me rescue Buddy about a year ago when Buddy ran up a tree. What a nice officer! I am

15

forever indebted to Officer Truman for climbing that tree and saving Buddy.

16

So, I saw Officer Truman trying to talk to these kids without much success. It appeared as

17

if the kids were giving Officer Truman some attitude. I saw the heavier set kid put his/her hand

18

in the front pocket of his/her jeans, and then there was a tussle. I was surprised to see the kid

19

resisting arrest. Everything happened so fast, but the next thing I saw was the kid on the ground

20

on his/her stomach and Officer Truman had his/her knee on the kid’s back. Then I saw that

21

Officer Truman’s arm was bleeding, so I ran into the house to call an ambulance. Boy, being a

22

police officer is a dangerous job. I am so thankful Officer Truman got one less hoodlum off the

23

street that day.

24

I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief and

25

knowledge.

26

Dated: December 5, 2019

26

STATEMENT OF ANDY/ANDI MADISON
1

My name is Andy/Andi Madison. So, that day, I was hanging out with James/Jamie

2

Lincoln on the corner across from school. It was, like, 3:30 p.m. or something and we had just

3

seen the RHS Thanksgiving Pageant. It was supposed to be very serious, but everyone just

4

laughed and made fun of the students who were in it. But, not mean, you know, just for fun. I

5

mean, some of my friends were in it, too.

6

We just wanted to hang outside for a while so we left our backpacks in our lockers.

7

We'd just go inside after to get our work for the long weekend. So, James/Jamie and I were

8

hanging out afterward, joking about the pageant and imitating everyone who was in it when we

9

saw Tanisha Johnson in her big-butt turkey suit waddling out of the school. We started calling

10

out to her, making turkey noises and stuff. She was laughing, too. Now, Tanisha is a friend of

11

mine, and she would have done the same had it been me walking out of the school looking like

12

a fool. But, it was me doing it, and we noticed these two cops looking at us. They moved on,

13

but came back a while later while we were joking with other friends from the pageant.

14

I am aware Officer Truman claims s/he heard me shout to one of the other students

15

something like, “Hey, your mother is ugly. I wanna fight you right now.” That’s simply not

16

true. Yes, I shouted to a friend, Tyler Carter, but not that. I said, “Hey, your mother wants you

17

home right now.” I had received a text from Tyler’s brother asking me if I saw Tyler, to tell

18

him their mother wants him to get home. I deleted the text as soon as I read it so I do not have

19

a copy of it to give to the police. I would never challenge Tyler to a fight. After all, we both

20

just got similar tattoos on our necks. Mine is a shamrock in honor of my Irish heritage on my

21

mother’s side. Officer Truman must be deaf. At least s/he got “Hey, your mother” correct, and

22

“right now,” but the rest of it s/he got wrong. But, hey, even if I said what Officer Truman says

23

I said, don’t I have a right to free speech? How can that be a crime? At least that’s what I

24

learned in my Civics Education class last semester.

25
26

Right after I told Tyler he needed to get home, suddenly these two cops came out of
their car with their hands on their police batons and yelling at James/Jamie and me. They were
27

1

yelling things like, "what are you doing here" and "let me see some ID" -- like we weren't

2

students at the school. We hadn’t done anything wrong by standing on the sidewalk that is

3

depicted in Exhibit 7. We were just talking and joking. I know the rules of school, and we were

4

allowed to be around until 5:30 p.m. after school and it was only 3:30 p.m. These cops were

5

yelling at us like we were criminals.

6

Now, that's just not right. I don't have to be defending myself to every cop who thinks

7

I'm some kind of a bad kid just because I have baggy jeans or whatever. I actually respect

8

police officers and have even considered becoming one myself, especially after being involved

9

in the Peer Mediation Program at school. I have a real knack for it and I think the skills I have

10

learned there such as de-escalating and not to judge before you have all of the facts would

11

serve me well if I ever became a police officer. Regardless, I really don’t like to be questioned

12

by anyone in a position of authority for no reason. So, I didn't respond to what they were

13

saying right away. But I could see they were getting agitated; they had taken the little snaps off

14

their batons and I think one even said that s/he was going to put me under arrest. So, I reached

15

into my pocket to get out my school ID. As I'm pulling it out, one of the cops tackled me.

16

Okay, the thing is, on my key chain that's attached to my wallet, I have one of those

17

retractable Swiss Army knives with all kinds of gadgets on it. My uncle gave it to me, and it is

18

really cool. You just push a button and the blade pops out the top. I only use it for peeling fruit

19

and stuff, and I try to keep it hidden at school. We're not allowed to have any kind of anything

20

that is considered a weapon, even though my little knife only has a 2-inch blade and couldn't

21

really hurt anyone. It's pretty dull, too. Apples are about the only thing it can cut. If I was in a

22

fight, this is not the knife I'd want on my side. I mean, I didn’t even use it last year in that fight

23

during the fall of my sophomore year when I was attacked from behind by another student. I

24

was treated really unfairly by the school. I still can’t believe I received a suspension when all I

25

was doing was protecting myself.

26
27

Anyways, back to the day of the Thanksgiving pageant at school. So, the officer
grabbed me and pulled my hand out of my pocket. I had my ID and my key chain in my hand
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1

at the time. The ID fell to the ground, but I guess when he jerked my hand, the knife blade

2

popped out because it ended up cutting the upper part of my right leg and poking a hole

3

through my jeans, which really hurt. So I was telling him/her to cut it out and tried to pull

4

away, which I guess made him/her mad because s/he went ballistic. S/he kept coming at me,

5

pushing me against the fence. Since I was hurt, my leg buckled under me, which I think tripped

6

him/her up. The cop threw me to the ground, but kept my wrist in his/her hand. I heard my

7

wrist pop and suddenly, my arm was on fire. It hurt so bad that I kept on hollering for him/her

8

to let up, that I was hurt, that my wrist hurt, but neither cop was listening. At some point, s/he

9

cut him/herself on my knife. I have no idea how. I certainly did not stab the officer. The officer

10

took my army knife. I hope I get it back. It has a lot of sentimental value to me since it was a

11

gift from my uncle.

12

I don't know what James/Jamie or the other officer was doing at that point. All I could

13

think about was my wrist. And then, as I was on the ground and that one officer had his/her

14

knee in my back, put cuffs on me, and lifted me up off the ground by the cuffs. I was really

15

hollering now because I was in unbelievable pain. They put me and James/Jamie in the cruiser,

16

and we went to the station. My pain was so bad that I lost consciousness for part of the car ride.

17

After they had contacted my parents and done some processing, my folks finally took me to the

18

hospital. My wrist was broken, and I had to have four stitches in my leg. My parents took me

19

in to fill out the citizen complaint form about my injuries. That officer is a hazard to other

20

people, I mean, s/he did all this to me when I didn't do anything.

21

That is the first trouble I have been in for a long time, and it wasn't even my fault. I'll be

22

the first to admit when things are my fault just as I have learned to do through the Peer

23

Mediation Program. I take responsibility for the things that are mine. I transferred from a

24

magnet school in another town to RHS for my sophomore year because I was getting a bad rep

25

with the teachers and administration, which was my bad, but I wanted to change, you know,

26

and that wasn't going to happen there. So my parents said I could transfer. My suspension last

27

year at RHS when I was sophomore was my fault, too. Not that the other kid shouldn't take
29

1

some blame for it, but I should have been the bigger person and walked away rather than

2

letting that kid get under my skin. I guess I hadn't worked out my anger management problems

3

– that's what we call it in Peer Mediation – yet.

4

And, even though I don't agree with what my teachers say a lot of the time, I am

5

coming to understand the right way to deal with those situations. I used to just get up into their

6

faces until I was given a warning or a detention, but now I try to stay calm and talk to the

7

teacher after class about what happened. I'm not perfect at it – I've already gotten two warnings

8

this year for talking back in class -but I'm working on it. I know that I have a bad rap at school

9

with a lot of the teachers because they see me as this smart-mouthed kid, and they are right. Or,

10

I mean, they were right. But I've changed and it's kind of sad to see that even though I have

11

changed, their opinion of me has not. I still have some bad habits, like smoking, but I'm trying

12

to kick that, too. I do have good relationships with some of the teachers, but I think a lot of

13

them remember me as the kid who got into a fight the first year I was here, or the kid who

14
15

talked back, and they can't think of me any other way.

16

I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief and

17

knowledge.

18

Dated: December 5, 2019

/s/ Andy/Andi Madison
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STATEMENT OF JAMES/JAMIE LINCOLN
1

My name is James/Jamie Lincoln. Andy/Andi and I have been friends ever since I moved

2

here in the middle of my freshman year. Andy/Andi was a sophomore. When I first started at

3

RHS, I was miserable. All the kids made fun of me because I'm kind of skinny and I speak with

4

an accent. I didn’t think I sounded funny, just different. I grew up in Georgia. But then, about

5

two months after I came to RHS, Andy/Andi started being nice to me. It was crazy, because no

6

one had been nice to me from the moment I stepped in the doors. Everyone called me a

7

"Barnyard" because I live on a farm. But Andy/Andi started being nice to me and sticking up for

8

me and suddenly, everything changed. S/he was this sophomore, everyone pretty much respected

9

him/her, and s/he was known around school so that when s/he said I was okay, it made everyone

10

think that I was okay. It's stupid, I know. We shouldn't be judged by the friends we keep, but I

11

was grateful for the break from being beaten up in the bathroom.

12

I really thought s/he just kind of pitied me, but we actually became friends. I mean, now,

13

I would say that Andy/Andi is a true friend. And as a friend, I know him/her a lot better than I

14

did then. And I know that s/he has gotten into some trouble at school and that some of the

15

teachers don't like him/her because they don't think s/he shows them respect. But, they don't

16

show him/her any respect either. Andy/Andi just got the guts to tell them so. The other kids

17

either respect him/her or kind of fear him/her. Everyone knows that s/he has this little

18

pocketknife that s/he keeps with him/her, but it's no big deal. I've never seen him/her use it on

19

anyone.

20

But Andy/Andi does have a temper. I have seen Andy/Andi fly off the handle if he/she is

21

challenged by anyone. I usually have to intervene and calm things down. S/he really does not

22

like people who are in positions of authority – like cops. In fact, any time we see a police officer,

23

Andy/Andi will say, “oh, there’s a Dunkin Dumbo” because all they do is hang out at Dunkin

24

Donuts and get free coffee. S/he thinks they are lazy and useless, and waste their time hassling

25

teenagers in Roosevelt rather than go after the real criminals. Andy/Andi looks and acts older

26

than a high school kid and s/he smokes like a chimney. I don't do that though. Smoking will kill

27

you, you know, and it makes you smell something fierce. I think that the kids aren't the only ones

28

who are intimidated by Andy/Andi. I think some adults are, too. So, they sometimes overreact to

29

the things that s/he does. For instance, when that cop jumped him/her in front of the school, I had
31

1

my hand in my pocket to get out my ID, too, but because I'm kind of skinny, that cop didn't even

2

look at me twice. His/her eyes were all over Andy/Andi. S/he had it pegged for Andy/Andi the

3

minute s/he got out of the car.

4

All we were doing was hanging out, like we always do, against the fence the separates the

5

school from Equality Street. Exhibit 7 shows the area where we were. We like hanging out there

6

because it gives the best view of the whole building and we can keep tabs on who goes in and

7

when our friends are around. So, we're poking fun at our friend Tanisha who looks ridiculous in

8

this turkey outfit we see two cops driving by. They kind of slow down, but keep going. When

9

they come back around, we're joking with some other people we know from school, calling each

10

other names. One of them called me by my old nickname – “Barnyard” and told me that I

11

smelled. I hollered back and told him he was ugly. It was all in good fun. During the bantering, I

12

do recall Andy/Andi jokingly asking someone if they wanted to fight.

13

For some reason, the officers screech to a halt in front of us. They're asking us all kinds

14

of questions. Now, I was ready to pull out my ID right from the beginning, but I didn't want to do

15

it before Andy/Andi did. And I could see that s/he was really unhappy that these cops were

16

harassing us. S/He's always complaining about the cops in our neighborhoods, saying that they're

17

never there when you need them, but that they are always in your face when you're doing

18

nothing wrong. I didn't want to disrespect Andy/Andi by pulling out my ID first, but I figured

19

s/he'd let the cops get themselves all worked up and then whip out the photo with his/her name

20

and school and then s/he'd kind of smile at them as they walked off. It's happened before. I think

21

s/he likes it when the cops are wrong.

22

So, the cops are getting all worked up and s/he can see that, so s/he goes into his/her

23

pocket for his/her ID. I reached into my pocket, too, but suddenly, the one cop grabbed

24

Andy/Andi’s arm and then starts yelling, "this one tried to stab me, watch the other one" and s/he

25

twisted Andy/Andi’s arm behind him/her. I saw the blood on the front of Andy/Andi's pants and

26

then I heard the popping sound of his/her wrist breaking as the officer twisted Andy/Andi’s arm

27

behind him/her and pushed him/her to the ground.

28
29

The other cop sort of placed his/her hand lightly on my arm, kind of as a warning not to
get involved, I guess. But at that point, it was over. Andy/Andi was hollering about his/her wrist,
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1

the cop had his/her knee in Andy/Andi's back and I heard the cop who had his/her hand on my

2

arm say, "take it easy Lee/Leigh, take it easy. That’s enough."

3

Then the officer handcuffed Andy/Andi and pushed him/her into the cruiser, and I got

4

cuffed, too. They picked up Andy/Andi’s ID and little pocketknife that had fallen to the ground

5

at some point and they left. I did see that there was some blood on one of the officer’s arm, but I

6

have no idea how s/he got cut or when. After we were taken to the police station, the officers

7

decided not to charge me with a crime. What a relief, but I think it is really unfair that they

8

charged Andy/Andi. While Andy/Andi might have trouble controlling his/her anger, and s/he

9

does not really respect the police, Andy/Andi would never intentionally assault a police officer.

10
11

I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief and

12

knowledge.

13

Dated: December 4, 2019

/s/ James/Jamie Lincoln

14
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STATEMENT OF PETER/PENELOPE CARTER
1

My name is Peter/Penelope Carter. I am a counselor at Roosevelt High School and also

2

the faculty advisor for the RHS Peer Mediation Group. I have worked at RHS for six years. I

3

graduated from the University of New Haven with a bachelor’s degree in psychology. I also

4

received a master’s degree in psychology from Southern Connecticut State University. I had

5

considered going to law school, so I had taken numerous pre-law classes such as criminal justice

6

and constitutional law during my undergraduate studies. I still plan to begin the evening program

7

at Quinnipiac Law School in the near future.

8

I first met Andy/Andi in the Spring of the year after s/he transferred into school, so that

9

must have been his/her sophomore year. I had heard of him/her before, of course, since s/he was

10

suspended from school for fighting earlier that year. It was a really bad fight – broken noses and

11

black eyes. Plus, Andy/Andi was not really a favorite among the teachers so, I admit, when I met

12

him/her, I had my prejudices about him/her already in place. S/he had already worked with

13

another counselor at school, but their relationship deteriorated after the suspension, and I figured

14

it would be better for a new counselor to begin working with him/her. When I met Andy/Andi,

15

s/he was really upset about that suspension and felt it was unfair. Personally, I do not think s/he

16

ever got over it.

17

Andy/Andi and I did not hit it off from the start. S/he'll be the first to tell you that he/she

18

had his/her problems at first and that s/he and I did not see eye to eye on most everything. When

19

s/he realized that I knew about his/her past and about his/her disciplinary problems but that I

20

didn't think s/he was a bad kid because of it, s/he began to trust me a little more. It's clear that

21

s/he has a problem with people in authority, but I think it comes less from a general attitude than

22

from a lack of trust. A lot of kids these days don't trust adults, especially adults in positions of

23

power, like teachers and police officers.

24

But, I had also already talked to Andy/Andi’s Algebra 1 teacher who had a very high

25

opinion of Andy/Andi. I was intrigued by the student and wanted to get a better feel for him/her.

26

I could see that Andy/Andi was more than just an angry youth. S/he excelled in Math and the

27

Sciences and had a very loyal group of friends. Plus, just about all his/her peers respected

28

him/her -no small feat for a kid who had come in fresh his/her sophomore year without knowing

29

anyone.
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1

So, I recommended that s/he take part in the Peer Mediation training session in the

2

spring. Peer Mediators (PMs) are students who are asked to intervene when other students are

3

having conflicts with each other. PMs go through a weekend of intensive training on active

4

listening, facilitating and directing discussion, creative problem solving, the elements of anger

5

management, and mediation techniques. The PM's role is to help students find creative solutions

6

to their problems without involving administrators or other school officials. When counselors are

7

made aware of a problem, we meet with the students involved and explain that they have a

8

number of options in dealing with their issue, one of which is to submit to peer mediation. If they

9

opt for peer mediation, they sign an agreement of mutual respect, and they agree that once they

10

have worked out a solution with the PM, they will put that solution in writing and sign that as

11

well indicating their commitment to solving the problem.

12

Andy/Andi really took to the program, and students really took to him/her being a part of

13

it. It became a much more acceptable way of resolving disputes once Andy/Andi became an

14

advocate because of his/her position among his/her peers. I know that some teachers have

15

complained to me that they think that Andy/Andi exploits his/her position as a peer mediator and

16

holds it over the heads of his/her classmates. The same teachers continue to report that

17

Andy/Andi is not always respectful in class and seems to resent authority. Since Andy/Andi has

18

been involved in the Peer Mediation Program, I have never seen any evidence of that type of

19

behavior. I think the complaints have come from teachers who just are not willing to give

20

Andy/Andi a second chance and continue to judge him/her based on how Andy/Andi behaved as

21

a sophomore. We all deserve second chances.

22

Peer Mediation is a great learning tool for students, in general, and I think working with

23

other students on their issues helped Andy/Andi to learn alternative ways to deal with his/her

24

own anger management issues. So far this year, you can see the improvement in his/her

25

disciplinary record, which is Exhibit 8. S/he has had no detentions or suspensions for the first

26

semester of this school year. Last year, s/he had four detentions and a suspension at the end of

27

the fall semester, and then two detentions in the spring. So, s/he's clearly making an effort, and it

28

shows.
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1

I already told Andy/Andi that, should s/he apply to colleges or for whatever next steps

2

s/he wants to take, I would gladly write him/her a glowing letter of recommendation. S/he has a

3

lot of potential; it just needs to be tapped.

4

I have to say, while I am no expert in constitutional law, I did write a paper on the first

5

amendment during my senior year for an intensive seminar class in constitutional law. I know

6

that the officer claims that s/he heard Andy/Andi say something like “I want to fight you” and “I

7

want to punch you,” but that sounds like speech that is protected by the First Amendment. What

8

I recall is that the first amendment prohibits laws that abridge the freedom of speech and that in

9

order for a state to punish speech, the speech must fall within one of the narrow classes of speech

10
11

such as “fighting words.”
I also recall that the definition of “fighting words” is language likely to provoke an

12

ordinary person, as the recipient of such threatening language, to respond with imminent

13

violence. In my experience, teenagers make statements all the time about fighting each other, but

14

it doesn’t mean the other person is going to respond with imminent violence. If I received a

15

nickel every time I heard a high school student threaten to fight someone, I would be quite rich

16

by now. Of course, over the years, I have observed several actual fights break out, but those are

17

few and far between in comparison to the number of mere utterances.

18
19

I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief and

20

knowledge.

21
22

Dated: December 6, 2019

/s/ Peter/Penelope Carter
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EXHIBITS
Exhibit 1:

A photograph of the pocket knife taken from Andy/Andi Madison by Officer
Truman on November 27, 2019

Exhibit 2:

A photograph of the Andy/Andi Madison’s wallet taken from him by Officer
Truman on November 27, 2019

Exhibit 3:

Roosevelt Police Department Case Incident Report written by Officer Truman

Exhibit 4:

Medical Note & Discharge Instructions relating to Officer Truman’s injury
sustained on November 27, 2019

Exhibit 5:

Citizen Complaint filed by Andy/Andi Madison against Officer Truman

Exhibit 6:

Photograph of Mark/Marcia Harrison’s home taken from Equality Street

Exhibit 7:

Photograph of RHS taken from Equality Street

Exhibit 8:

Andy/Andi Madison’s School Disciplinary Record

Exhibit 9:

Roosevelt Police Department Use Of Force Policy

Exhibit 10:

Roosevelt Police Department Policy Re: Permissible Takedown Techniques
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EXHIBIT 1
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EXHIBIT 2
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EXHIBIT 3
ROOSEVELT POLICE DEPARTMENT
CASE INCIDENT REPORT
Incident date:

Time:

Type of Incident:

Location:

Investigating Officers:

11/27/19

3:30 p.m.

Disorderly & Assault

Equality St., RHS

Truman, Lee/Leigh
Adams, Gerry/Geri
BOND:

ARRESTEE NAME:

DOB:

ADDRESS:

CHARGES:

Andy/Andi Madison

01/22/03

1330 W. Main St.
Roosevelt, CT 03220

Assault on PO, 53a-167c
Disorderly conduct, 53a-182

Written Promise
To Appear

CASE NARRATIVE:
On November 27, 2019, Officer Adams and I were patrolling the area around Roosevelt High School due to
reported concerns of non-students harassing students before and after school. At approximately 3:30 p.m. I
observed the accused, Andy/Andi Madison, and James/Jamie Lincoln heckling and harassing a group of students.
Madison and Lincoln were on the sidewalk on Equality Street, near the intersection of Equality Street and Hope
Street and in front of Roosevelt High School. Madison and Lincoln were not carrying any backpacks, book bags
or books. It was clear the other group were students because they were carrying backpacks.
I heard Madison threaten one of the students. Madison challenged one of the students to a fight and said s/he was
going to punch the other student in the face. At that point, Officer Adams and I exited the police cruiser. The
group of students ran off, but Madison and Lincoln remained on the sidewalk. They refused to provide us with
identification. I told them they were going to be arrested for disorderly conduct. Madison reached into his/her
pocket and I saw something metal, which I believed was a weapon. So, I used reasonable force to disarm
Madison and it turns out s/he had a knife.
During the struggle for me to disarm Madison, s/he sliced my arm for which I needed medical treatment. Madison
complained that his/her wrist was hurt. I placed Madison under arrest for disorderly conduct and assault on a
peace officer. Officer Adams and I transported the accused and Lincoln to the police station. Both the accused
and Lincoln were permitted to contact their parents. The accused was processed and released on a written promise
to appear. Lincoln was released with a verbal warning. Both the accused and Lincoln left the police station with
their parents.

The undersigned, an investigator having been duly sworn, says that: I am the writer of this police report
and that the information contained therein was obtained as a result of my personal observation and
knowledge.
Investigator signature:
Badge #: Date report
Supervisor signature:
Badge #:
Lee/Leigh Truman

132

Lt. William Grant

signed:
11/27/19
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EXHIBIT 4

EMERGENCY WALK-IN
CLINIC
Medical Note & Discharge Instructions
Lee/Leigh Truman (DOB: 2/25/79) presented today, November 27, 2019 at
approximately 6:30 p.m. Patient complained of pain from a cut on his/her right
forearm. The patient reported that during the performance of his/her duties as a police
officer, a suspect slashed him/her with a knife. The patient expressed concern that the
cut would become infected. I cleaned the cut which measured approximately 1.5
inches in length and 1/16 of an inch deep. The cut was located on the top of the
patient’s forearm, approximately two inches from his/her elbow. The cut was
superficial and barely broke the surface.
Patient discharged at approximately 6:50 p.m. with the following instructions: Obtain
over-the-counter anti-bacterial cream such as Neosporin and apply topical cream
daily to cut for ten days. If cut does not heal, consult a physician.
/s/ James Carter, M.D.____
I, Lee/Leigh Truman, acknowledge that I received a copy of this one page discharge
instruction from Emergency Walk-in Clinic on November 27, 2019 at approximately 6:50 p.m.
/s/ Lee/Leigh Truman
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EXHIBIT 5

ROOSEVELT POLICE DEPARTMENT
212 Main Street
Roosevelt, Connecticut 03222

______________________________
CITIZEN FORMAL COMPLAINTS AGAINST POLICE OFFICERS
To Our Citizens:
As your Chief of Police, I want to assure you that your Police Department wishes to provide you the best
type of law enforcement possible.
We invite your suggestions or methods of improving police services through constructive criticism of
Department procedures, your comments indicating dissatisfaction with the manner or performance, or
information concerning commendable actions by employees of our Department.
Each report received will be investigated and appropriate action taken. Complaints against Department
personnel will be handled in a prompt and unbiased manner. Your suggestions about improved procedures
will be investigated, evaluated, and implemented when feasible to do so.
If you wish to make a report in person, please come to the police department. You will be received
courteously, and thorough consideration will be given to your report. If you wish to register your report in
writing, complete and mail this form. Please provide as much information as possible. Give your name and
address so that we may contact you for further information, if needed.
Each report will receive my personal attention.
Remember, law enforcement is everyone’s business!
Here are some frequently asked questions:
Do I have to complain in person? No, however it is preferred that we speak to you in person. However, we
will accept a complaint by letter. Be assured that all complaints will be reviewed.
I’m under 18; do I have the right to complain? Yes, however may want to confer with your parent or
guardian and a parent or guardian must sign the complaint in addition to you.
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How closely will you really investigate? Your complaint will be investigated in detail. We want to find out
where we went wrong. It is as important to the Police Department as it is to the public at large that we insure
that our police officers and other employees are as professional and objective as possible. However, police
officers and employees also have individual rights to be free from false accusations. Persons knowingly
making false accusations could be held liable both civilly and criminally.
Does that mean I could get in trouble for complaining? Only persons making false accusations and
allegations should be concerned about getting in trouble for filing a complaint.
What will happen to the officer? That would depend on what the officer or employee did and whether the
complaint is sustained. If the employee’s actions are criminal, the officer or employee will be dealt with like
any other citizen. If they were improper, but not criminal, the Chief of Police will discipline the employee.
Will I be told the outcome of the complaint? Yes, a response in writing of our findings will be sent to you
upon completion of the investigation.
Respectfully,
Dylan Washington
Chief of Police

COMPLAINT AGAINST LAW ENFORCEMENT ADVISORY
Please be advised that any law enforcement agency accepting an allegation of misconduct against a peace
officer shall require the complainant to read and sign the following advisory:
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE A COMPLAINT AGAINST A POLICE OFFICER FOR ANY
IMPROPER POLICE CONDUCT. YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO A WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THIS
PROCEDURE. THIS AGENCY MAY FIND AFTER INVESTIGATION THAT THERE IS NOT
ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO WARRANT ACTION ON YOUR COMPLAINT; EVEN IF THAT IS THE
CASE, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE THE COMPLAINT AND HAVE IT INVESTIGATED IF
YOU BELIEVE AN OFFICER BEHAVED IMPROPERLY.
IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO MAKE A COMPLAINT THAT YOU KNOW TO BE FALSE. IF
YOU MAKE A COMPLAINT AGAINST AN OFFICER KNOWING THAT IT IS FALSE, YOU
CAN BE PROSECUTED ON A MISDEMEANOR CHARGE.
I have read and understood the above statement.

_/s/ Andy/Andi Madison_________
Signature of Complainant

_/s/ James Madison________________
Signature of parent if under 18 years old
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ROOSEVELT POLICE DEPARTMENT
CITIZEN COMPLAINT FORM
My name is _Andy/Andi Madison, 16 years old____
(First) (Middle) (Last) (Age)

I live at _____1330 West Main Street, Roosevelt, CT_________
My home phone number is (860) 222-2211. I can be reached between _6 PM and _9 PM.
I want to complain about Officer (s)
____TRUMAN____________________________
This Complaint Alleges (Check all that apply)
_X_ False Arrest _X_ Rudeness _X_ Excessive Force _X_ Improper Job Performance
_X_ Misconduct _X_ Illegal Detention
__ Racial Profiling (if checked) Please state your Race or Ethnicity ____________________
__ Identity Profiling (if checked) Check all that apply:
__Age, __ Religion, __Gender, __ Gender Expression, __ Sexual Orientation, __Mental Disability,
__ Physical Disability
__ Other:
___________________________________________________________________________
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Please explain below, in detail, the events that occurred.
Date of incident: _11/27/19________ at about _3:30 p.m.
This officer should not be an officer. Off. Truman did not use reasonable force against me. There was
no reason to arrest me. First, I have a right to speak however I want to people – that is called the
First Amendment. I was not doing or saying anything that was against the law. I was standing on a
sidewalk, a place that I have a right to be. This is America after all. I am sorry that Off. Truman got
scratched on my knife when s/he jumped on me for no reason, but I did not intentionally or
recklessly assault Off. Truman. I would never do that – I have great respect for the police. But, Off.
Truman did man-handle me and broke my wrist for no reason when all I was doing was reaching for
my wallet. Off. Truman should be fired.

___________________________________________________________________________
I declare under penalty o1f perjury the foregoing is true and correct, executed this _28th_ day of
November__, 2019 at Roosevelt___, Connecticut.
City/County where signed

_/s/ Andy/Andi Madison_________
Signature of Complainant

_/s/ James Madison________________
Signature of parent if under 18 years old
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EXHIBIT 6

PHOTOGRAPH OF MARK/MARCIA HARRISON’S HOME
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EXHIBIT 7

PHOTOGRAPH OF ROOSEVELT HIGH SCHOOL TAKEN FROM
MARK/MARCIA HARRISON’S FRONT YARD
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EXHIBIT 8

ROOSEVELT HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENT DISCIPLINARY RECORD FOR ANDY/ANDI MADISON
** Note: Student had many disciplinary actions noted from the magnet school s/he
attended during his/her freshman year, including a week-long suspension.

Grade 10, Fall 2018

Suspensions: 2
Detentions: 4
Warnings: 3
Counselor Notes: Andy/Andi seems to be having problems adjusting to a new school. S/he
has gotten into a number of fights. Teachers also claim that s/he does not show any respect
for authority and talks back in class. Andy/Andi was suspended for three days due to one
particularly violent incident with another student who also was suspended. Andy/Andi is
working on his/her anger management. Submitted by Hillary Jefferson on 12/6/18.
Grade 10, Winter 2018-2019

Suspensions: 0
Detentions: 2
Warnings: 2
Counselor Notes: I agree with Counselor Jefferson’s observations about Andy/Andi from
the Fall semester, but Andy/Andi is beginning to get acclimated to RHS. Andy/Andi remains
upset that s/he was suspended over the fight, but seems ready to move on. About six weeks
ago, I recommended that Andy/Andi take part in the Peer Mediation Program and that
seems to be having a positive impact on Andy/Andi. After a rocky start, Andy/Andi is
opening up to me and being more forthright. Submitted by Peter/Penelope Carter on 3/7/19.
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Grade 10, Spring 2019

Suspensions: 0
Detentions: 2
Warnings: 0
Counselor Notes: Andy/Andi is making an effort to show more respect to teachers and
his/her peers. While some teachers continue to complain about Andy/Andi’s behavior in
class, others have seen improvement. I believe that being part of the Peer Mediation
Program has really assisted Andy/Andi in resolving disputes and gaining tools to
deescalate situations. Submitted by Peter/Penelope Carter on 6/2/19.
Grade 11, Fall 2019

Suspensions: 0
Detentions: 0
Warnings: 0
Counselor Notes: Andy/Andi’s conduct during school has been exemplary this semester.
Complaints from teachers about him/her have decreased significantly. I am aware of
Andy/Andi’s pending legal case, which is a shame since Andy/Andi is doing so well. I
cannot believe that Andy/Andi would be disrespectful toward the police, let alone actually
assault an officer. Submitted by Peter/Penelope Carter on 12/4/19.
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EXHIBIT 9
ROOSEVELT POLICE DEPARTMENT USE OF FORCE POLICY
The level of force in your response is dictated by the situation. We follow the “useof-force continuum” which describes an escalating series of actions an officer may take to
resolve a situation. Generally, the level of force used should be tailored to the nature of the
threat that prompted its use.
The force continuum is broken down into five broad levels. Each level is designed to
be flexible as the need of force changes as the situation develops. Thus, you respond with a
level of force appropriate to the situation at hand, acknowledging that the officer may move
from one part of the continuum to another in a matter of seconds.
Level 1: Officer Presence — No force is used. Considered the best way to resolve a
situation.
The mere presence of a police officer in uniform or in a marked police cruiser often is
enough to stop a crime in progress or diffuse a situation. Without saying a word, the mere
presence can deter crimes by the simple use of body language and gestures. At this level,
officers' attitudes are professional and nonthreatening. This “zero” level of force is always
the best way to resolve any situation if possible.
Level 2: Verbalization — Force is not-physical.
At this level, officers issue calm, nonthreatening commands, such as "Let me see your
identification and registration." Officers may increase their volume and shorten commands
in an attempt to gain compliance. Short commands might include "Stop," or "Don't move."
The use of voice in combination with a visible presence can usually achieve the desired
result.
The content of the message is as important as your demeanor. It is always best to start out
calm but firm and non-threatening. The right combination of words in combination with
officer presence can de-escalate a tense situation and prevent the need for a physical
altercation.
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Level 3: Empty-Hand Control — Officers use bodily force to gain control of a
situation.
Certain situations will arise where words alone will not reduce the aggression. This is the
time police officers will need to get involved physically. This is a level of control used by
officers minus the aid of equipment or weapons. There are two subcategories called “soft
empty hand techniques” and hard empty hand techniques.”
 Soft technique. At this level, minimal force would involve the use of bare hands to
guide, hold and restrain an individual by applying pressure points and take down
techniques that have a minimal chance of injury.
 Hard technique. Officers use punches and kicks to restrain an individual. These
techniques have a moderate chance of injury.
Level 4: Less-Lethal Methods — Officers use less-lethal technologies to gain control
of a situation.
When the suspect is violent or threatening, more extreme, but on-deadly measures must be
used to bring the suspect under control. Before moving to this level of force, it is assumed
that less physical measures have already been tried.
 Blunt impact. Officers may use a baton or projectile to immobilize a combative
person.
 Chemical. Officers may use chemical sprays or projectiles embedded with chemicals
to restrain an individual (e.g., pepper spray).
 Conducted Energy Devices (CEDs). Officers may use CEDs to immobilize an
individual. CEDs discharge a high-voltage, low-amperage jolt of electricity at a
distance.
Level 5: Deadly Force — Officers use lethal weapons to gain control of a situation.
Should only be used if a suspect poses a serious threat to the officer or another
individual.
If a police officer has probable cause to believe the suspect poses a significant threat of
death or serious physical injury to the officer or others, then the use of deadly force is
justified. Officers use deadly weapons such as firearms to stop an individual's actions.
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EXHIBIT 10
ROOSEVELT POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICY
RE: PERMISSIBLE TAKEDOWN TECHNIQUES

Bent Arm Takedown—If the arrestee pulls away from you, bend his or her
arm and pull it toward his or her body. From this position, you can easily
initiate a bent arm takedown.
Initiate this takedown by taking advantage of the arrestee's momentum,
pulling the arrestee's arm back toward his or her body. It is extremely
important that you grab and maintain control of the arrestee's wrist with
your outside arm. As the arrestee pulls his or her arm back, bending it at the
elbow, you should move your inside hand over the arrestee's upper arm,
under the arrestee's forearm, while grabbing the outside arm's wrist in a
figure-four lock. Next, rotate your body toward the arrestee, driving him or
her backward and downward. It may help you to drop to a knee to ensure
downward motion.
If performed quickly, this motion will lead the assailant to rotate on the
ground, and force him or her to end up in the prone position. At that point,
you can use your forearm against the arrestee's shoulder joint, placing
downward pressure and driving the wrist upward to maintain control.
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