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By Grant Buckler

The year was 1981. 
El Salvador was embroiled in civil war and 
thousands were dying—including journal-
ists, for whom it was one of the deadliest 
conflicts ever. That January saw two foreign 
journalists killed within days. South 
African cameraman Ian Mates died when 
his car hit a land mine, which also injured 
two other journalists. A couple of days later, 
a rebel sniper’s bullet injured French pho-
tographer Olivier Rebbot, and he died in 
hospital in Miami three weeks later. 
 Violence against Salvadoran journalists 
was a given at that time. “They had been 
killing and beating up and torturing local 
journalists,” says Nick Fillmore, later the 
first executive director of what became 
Canadian Journalists for Free Expres-
sion (CJFE). But escalating attacks on 
international journalists helped bring the 
situation home to more Canadians. “That 
sent a real shock wave through the estab-
lishment media,” says Fillmore. The shock 
would grow the following year when four 
Dutch journalists were shot and killed in 
an ambush widely believed to have been 
set up by the army.
 As the violence escalated, Canadian 
journalist Brian McKenna was in El Sal-

vador shooting two documentaries. He 
came back in early 1981, convinced that 
journalists could not remain silent as their 
colleagues died. At the annual meeting 
of the Centre for Investigative Journal-
ism (CIJ, now the Canadian Association 
of Journalists) in Montreal, McKenna 
spoke forcefully about the dangers for 
reporters—both local and foreign—in 
El Salvador, and in Latin America gener-
ally. About 150 journalists, he told the 
meeting, had been killed or “disappeared” 
in the custody of security forces in Latin 
America in the previous two years.
 Galvanized by McKenna’s first-hand 
report, the CIJ voted to form a committee 
to campaign against the kidnapping, torture 
and murder of journalists in Latin America, 
with initial funding of $1,000. The CIJ Latin 
America Committee was born.
 The dangers reporters sometimes face 
weren’t widely understood in those days, 
says Carole Jerome, one of the original 
committee members, and part of their 
mandate was to publicize them. The 
subject was very personal for commit-
tee members who had worked overseas. 
Jerome had known Rebbot, whom she 
remembers as a popular member of the 
press corps who was nicknamed “The 

Happy Rabbit” by his colleagues.
 The committee in its early days resem-
bled a local chapter of Amnesty Interna-
tional. Fillmore recalls that members in 
Toronto met in a CBC conference room, 
where “we’d sit around a conference 
table and write letters ... that was the old-
fashioned way.” Besides the Toronto group, 
there were groups initiated in Montreal, 
Ottawa, Winnipeg and Vancouver, and 
later in Halifax, Edmonton and other cities, 
each keeping files on freedom of expres-
sion violations in different countries. 
 The committee also helped a few 
Latin American journalists escape when 
their lives were in danger, providing money 
and sometimes contacts to help them seek 
work in Canada.

New NAMe, New LIfe
By the mid-1980s, the energy with which 
the committee was founded began to fade. 
But three Toronto journalists—Financial 
Post reporter Frances Phillips, Toronto Star 
reporter Olivia Ward, and Fillmore, then 
with CBC—rejuvenated it. The first step 
was to broaden the committee’s mandate 
from Latin America to the world and 
rename it, in 1985, the Canadian Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists (CCPJ). 
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 This marked the first of two significant 
transitions—the broadening of focus from 
press freedom abuses in Latin America to 
a global concern with such issues. The 
second transition would come gradually 
as the organization began paying more 
attention to press freedom issues at home 
as well as abroad.  
 With a global focus, the CCPJ devel-
oped a “Red Alert” network to share infor-
mation about attacks on journalists and 
respond to them quickly with protest letters 
to offending governments and Canadian 
officials. But it remained an informal orga-
nization. Ward, its first president, remembers 
meetings in her living room over sand-
wiches and coffee. The closest thing to an 
office was Fillmore’s basement. 
 Realizing that a volunteer organiza-
tion with very limited funds could easily 
founder under the weight of its new and 
more ambitious mission, the organizers 
sought to put it on more solid footing. 
This was achieved in part in 1994 with 
the creation of the independent Canadian 
International Freedom of Expression Trust 
(CIFET), which allowed the organization 
to raise funds and provide charitable tax 
receipts to donors. At least as important 
to the CCPJ’s development, though, was 
its involvement in creating and running 
the International Freedom of Expression 
Exchange (IFEX). 
 
THe bIrTH of IfeX
The idea emerged in the late 1980s that 
CCPJ and other organizations like it 
around the world—such as the Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) in the U.S. 
and the British group Article 19—should 
work more closely, sharing information 
and eliminating duplication to make their 
efforts more effective.
 The real push to create the IFEX came 
when a Ford Foundation representative told 
several freedom of expression groups that 
the funding agency couldn’t keep handing 
out money to multiple groups that were 
duplicating each other’s work. To solve this 
problem, there were some informal talks in 
the late ’80s, which led to the May 1992 
meeting in Montreal that created IFEX.
  Bob Carty chaired that meeting. A 
former foreign editor of CBC Radio’s 

Sunday Morning, he was covering the 
Central American wars as a CBC and NPR 
freelancer at the time. He says Canada was 
chosen as neutral ground; most groups 
represented were established Western ones 
and there was considerable resistance to 
creating a new international body. What 
delegates could agree on was the idea of 
a network for sharing information. CCPJ 
proposed the creation of a “clearing house” 
with the modest goal of exchanging 

information among existing groups, and 
ultimately the Canadians were chosen to 
run that clearing house out of Toronto.
 To illustrate the value of this network, 
Fillmore cited an example in his 1994 
Executive Director’s Report:

When a journalist was imprisoned 
by the Serbians, the group sent us 
a protest that we relayed along the 
IFEX network. Shortly thereafter, 
a guard came to the cell of the 
journalist and said, “Who in the hell 
are you? You must be someone very 
important.” Approximately 35 faxes 
had arrived in the country on his 
behalf. He was soon released.

 In the early 1990s, Carty says, free 
expression case work was largely the 

preserve of NGOs in developed coun-
tries—notably Reporters Without Borders 
in Paris, the CPJ in New York, the Interna-
tional Federation of Journalists in Brussels, 
and the worldwide network of PEN. They 
could apply substantial resources and expe-
rience to issues all over the world, includ-
ing those in the Global South, but “the 
problem with that model,” Carty says, is 
that “you’re not doing anything to establish 
a free-standing organization in those soci-

eties and a culture of freedom of expression 
in those societies.” 
 So CCPJ championed the IFEX Out-
reach Program, which aimed to provide 
resources to fledgling free expression 
groups in the Global South, to help them 
expand and become IFEX members. Today 
IFEX has 88 members, more than two-
thirds of them in the Global South. CJFE 
is also a founding member of the Tunisia 
Monitoring Group, an association of 20 
IFEX members created in 2004 to focus 
on free expression issues in Tunisia. The 
group continues to promote and defend 
free expression in the country. 
 IFEX continues to evolve. Building on 
its information-sharing function, IFEX has 
organized a growing number of member 
campaigns on specific issues. IFEX 
member groups work together, and often 

CJFE and PEN Canada joint press conference on Freedom of Expression and Association on Trial
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CJFE Skills Training in Thailand, 1999

with other organizations as well, on press 
freedom issues around the world. “Not 
only are we putting out information, but 
we’re also finding ways to act on the infor-
mation as a network,” says Anne Game, 
executive director of both IFEX and CJFE. 
 IFEX has also put together a set of 
resources, available online, to help members 
with a variety of concerns such as fundrais-
ing, media strategy and electronic advocacy. 
And, Game says, IFEX can bring together 
members with complementary skills and 
needs—for instance, helping to bring a 
trainer from the Philippines to Pakistan for 
a media-training project.
 
INTerNATIoNAL MISSIoNS 
The first in a series of international proj-
ects was a fact-finding mission to Argen-
tina and Uruguay in 1983. With $3,000 
the Toronto group raised by holding a 
dance, the Latin America Committee sent 
Kathryn Leger of The Canadian Press and 
Susan Perly of CBC Radio’s Morningside 
to Uruguay and Argentina. Representa-
tives of the CPJ and the U.S. branch of 
PEN International joined them for the 
Uruguay portion of the trip.
 The group reported strong evidence 
linking government security forces to the 

“disappearance” of at least 80 journalists in 
Argentina. In Uruguay, they found jour-
nalists who were imprisoned indefinitely 
without medical treatment and facing 
psychological torture. The report criticized 
the Canadian government for not speak-
ing out consistently against human rights 
violations in Latin America, as well as the 
Canadian media, which the report said 

“often fail to present well-rounded reports 
and interpretations of the situation in 
Argentina and Uruguay, despite a growing 
interest on the part of Canadians.”
 In 1991, the CCPJ recruited Carty, who 
had worked extensively in South America, 
to visit Guatemala with representatives of 
the International Federation of Journalists. 
 Spending four days in Guatemala 
meeting journalists, government officials 
and judges, they found overt violence 
against journalists was only the tip of the 
iceberg; most reporters practised self-cen-
sorship, knowing that writing certain things 
could get them killed. The visitors’ report, 

The Daily Terror, painted a disturbing picture:

Guatemala has experienced more 
death squad killings than El Salvador, 
more disappearances than in Argentina 
or Chile, more regular use of torture, 
more massacres, more overall death 
than any other country in Latin 
America. And yet the Guatemalan case 
is little known … [a] critical factor 
[is] the violation of human rights of 
journalists and the severe restriction 
of freedom of expression. The silence 
within Guatemala echoes without.

 In 1993, Guatemalan president Jorge 
Serrano was overthrown and replaced by 
Ramiro de Leon Carpio, the country’s 
ombudsman for human rights. A joint CCPJ-
CPJ mission to Guatemala that year found 
things somewhat improved. The report’s 
title, The Terror Subsides, aptly summarizes 
the group’s findings, though Carty says press 
freedom violations did not entirely cease.
 International fact-finding projects also 
included a joint CCPJ-PEN mission to 
Mexico in 1991 and a report on the Peru-
vian media in 1994. In the 1990s, though, 
emphasis shifted to helping international 
media rebuild and grow.
 The first training mission went to 
Malawi in 1995. Arnold Amber, who had 

just succeeded Ward as CCPJ’s president—
he remains CJFE’s president today—trav-
elled to Malawi as part of the project. He 
says it was a response to the opportunity 
presented by the departure of long-time 
president Hasting Banda—an opportunity 
also arising in Eastern Europe and else-
where as dictatorial regimes fell.
 Western governments and founda-
tions saw freedom of expression and of 
the press as keystones of the emerging 
democracies, Amber says, but many coun-
tries had no journalism training programs 
and few reporters who were experienced 
in independent journalism. Funding from 
granting agencies such as the Canadian 
International Development Agency 
(CIDA) was available for training projects, 
which became the favoured model for 
the organization’s overseas work for the 
next decade. The projects included train-
ing journalists in Thailand, Indonesia and 
Cambodia, among other countries, along 
with a media-rebuilding project in Sierra 
Leone (see sidebar, right).
 CJFE’s focus has moved away from 
international training missions in recent 
years, but a new kind of educational ini-
tiative took place at home. In 2002, CJFE 
created	 the	 Donner/CJFE	 Journalist	 at	
Risk Fellowship, allowing a foreign jour-
nalist facing danger in his or her work to 
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Roger Holmes in Sierra Leone, March 2002

spend an academic year at the University of 
Toronto’s Massey College, auditing courses 
and acquiring new journalistic skills. This 
was	succeeded	in	2009	by	the	Scotiabank/
CJFE Fellowship for Latin American jour-
nalists, also at Massey College. Mid-career 
journalists spend two semesters at the 
college, auditing their choice of courses 
throughout the university.

PreSS freedoM AwArdS
The idea of honouring international jour-
nalists for the courageous defence of free 
expression emerged as early as 1994, when 
Fillmore, then executive director, circulated 
a proposal to the CCPJ board. That pro-
posal noted that an awards program could 
do three things: pay tribute to international 
journalists and writers who demonstrated 

“exceptional courage in promoting press 
freedom and freedom of expression”; raise 
the profile of the cause; and become the 
basis for an annual fundraiser.
 Until well into the 1990s, CCPJ was 
chronically short of money. Amber recalls 
that board meetings usually began with the 
treasurer informing the assembled group 
how many weeks the organization could 
keep going if its next hoped-for funding 
didn’t materialize. So the idea of a fundrais-
ing gala looked good. To start with, Amber 
recalls, the talk was along the lines of “we’ll 
get a church hall, we’ll throw a dinner and 
we’ll raise $10,000.” Then Richard Gwyn 
got involved. The Toronto Star columnist 
used his extensive contacts to promote the 
event, and the 1998 inaugural gala, which 
featured keynote speaker Mary Robin-
son, who was the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, raised 
$65,000. Today, the International Press 
Freedom Awards are presented at the CJFE 
Gala: A Night to Honour Courageous 
Reporting. The event, which attracted 
600 guests to The Fairmont Royal York in 
Toronto in 2010, is CJFE’s major fundraiser.
 In 2000, CJFE inaugurated the Tara 
Singh Hayer Award, named for the former 
publisher of the Indo-Canadian Times who 
was murdered in British Columbia in 
1998. It is presumed that he was murdered 
in connection with his condemnation of 
the 1985 bombing of Air India Flight 182 
and his planned appearance as a witness 

MedIA rebUILdINg: 
SIerrA LeoNe 
CJFE’s most ambitious overseas project 
began in 2001. Sierra Leone had been 
battered by 10 years of war. “The rebel 
forces in Sierra Leone in ’99 chased most 
of the good journalists out of the country,” 
says Nick Fillmore, one of CJFE’s founders. 

“They blew up all the presses, they robbed 
the radio stations, they just obliterated the 
press, because most of the press had been 
opposed to the rebel activities.”
 With funding from the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA), 
CJFE set up a rebuilding project. “There 
were 35 rag-tag, little, terrible, crappy 
newspapers that had sprung up in Sierra 
Leone, little four-page or eight-page 
things, some of them sensationalist,” 
Fillmore says. After talking to people in 
the community, CJFE’s team picked the 
handful that seemed most promising. 
They bought an old printing press in 
Toronto and had it shipped to Freetown. 
The papers shared the press. 
 The next step was to provide training 
to the relatively inexperienced publishers, 
editors and reporters. Fillmore thinks the 
way CJFE approached this was a key to the 
project’s success. CJFE recruited people 
from smaller Canadian weeklies—papers 
closer in size to the Freetown papers they 
would be working with.
 One of those people was Roger Holmes, 
then-publisher of the Wainwright Star 
Chronicle in Alberta, one of five newspa-
pers his family owned at that time. He 
remembers visiting newspaper offices 
with intermittent electricity, telephones 
padlocked to prevent costly outgoing calls, 
and rats running free. Underpaid report-
ers supplemented their meagre incomes 
by taking bribes. But, he says, they were 
eager to learn.
 All of the papers relied on newsboys. 
Every morning, the publishers would 
bring their newspapers to the  outdoor 
market, where teenage boys bought 
them to sell on the streets. The boys 

chose which papers they would sell each 
day based largely on how sensational 
the headlines were. “Semi-literate, oth-
erwise unemployed youth are dictating 
the kind of journalism that is featured 
in the newspapers,” Holmes wrote in a 
report at the time.  
 Circulation was also limited by how far 
the boys could walk and how many papers 
they could carry. The solution: Buy the boys 
bicycles so they could travel farther and 
sell more papers.
 Arnold Amber, CJFE’s president, says 
the Sierra Leone project was success-
ful because it was more than training. 
Rather than simply teach a few journal-
ists some skills, it created infrastructure. 

“It gave roots, whereas in some other ways 
of training ... you’d go in, and for three 
weeks you’d train a bunch of people, and 
they’d go back to their newspapers where 
the more senior editors wouldn’t let them 
do what they were taught to do.”
 Amber adds that, in later years, “In 
Foreign Affairs and in CIDA, you’d bump 
into somebody and they’d say, ‘Well, we 
think this is one of the most successful 
things that we ever financed’ ... because 
it has a lasting quality about it.” –G.B.

Read about more of CJFE’s past projects at 
cjfe.org/programs/past_projects.
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jILA bANIYAgHoUb (2009), founding editor 
of the women’s rights news website Kanoon 
Zanan Irani (Focus on Iranian Women) and 
a reporter for the newspaper Sarmayeh, was 
arrested, along with her husband, journal-
ist Bahman Ahmadi Amoyee, in the media 
crackdown that followed disputed election 
results in Iran in 2009. She received an 
International Press Freedom Award that year. 
Last June, the Revolutionary Court of Iran 
sentenced her to one year in prison—a sen-
tence she is waiting to begin serving—and 
banned her from writing for 30 years. Her 
husband remains in jail.
 
AKbAr gANjI (2000), an Iranian investiga-
tive journalist, was imprisoned for taking on 
the Iranian regime over its involvement in 
the operation of death squads. He received 
an International Press Freedom Award in 
2000. He moved to the United States in 2006 
and is now living in New York, where he is 
working on a book about Ayatollah Khomeini 
that is expected to be published next year. 

TerrY goULd (2009) wrote Murder Without 
Borders: Dying for the Story in the World’s 
Most Dangerous Places, a book about journal-
ists killed because of their work. He received 
the Tara Singh Hayer Memorial Award in 2009. 
Gould is working on a documentary television 
series based on that book, as well as a new 
book for Random House Canada that will 
involve research in several failing states.

jINeTH bedoYA LIMA (2000) was military 
affairs reporter for the newspaper El 
Espectador in Bogotá, Colombia, when 
she was kidnapped, sexually assaulted 
and beaten in 2000, apparently because 
of her reporting on killings inside a prison. 
Just months later she was back on the 
beat. She received an International Press 
Freedom Award that year. Bedoya, now 
legal issues editor for the Colombian daily 
El Tiempo, is as courageous as ever. Late 
in 2010 she was threatened by the Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
guerrilla group after publishing a book 
about a recently assassinated FARC leader.

wHere Are THeY Now?
PAST RECIPIENTS OF CJFE AWARDS

fArIdA NeKzAd (2007) is an Afghan journal-
ist and a significant contributor to indepen-
dent media, and she has long encouraged 
women to work in the Afghan media. As 
editor-in-chief of the independent Pajhwok 
Afghan News, she had been the target of 
threats and harassment when she received 
an International Press Freedom Award in 
2007. She is now director and editor-in-chief 
of Wakht News Agency and vice-president of 
the South Asia Media Commission.

jIM PoLINg (2008), a senior editor at the Ham-
ilton Spectator, implemented and managed 
the newspaper’s Internationally Trained 
Journalists Project, and chaired an advisory 
committee for Sheridan College’s Canadian 
Journalism for Internationally Trained Writers 
Program. He calls his 2008 CJFE Vox Libera 
Award a professional highlight for himself 
and the newspaper, and says it “allowed us to 
continue the conversation and build a rapport 
with internal and external communities.” This 
year, the Spectator is applying resources to a 
project focusing on community diversity.

in that case. To this day, no one has been 
brought to justice for his murder. The 
award was designed for Canadian journal-
ists who make an important contribution 
to reinforcing and supporting freedom of 
the press. In 2005, CJFE introduced the 
Vox Libera Award to honour any Canadian 
who has made an important and sustained 
contribution to freedom of expression.
 Following the launch of the gala, CJFE 
started its Journalists in Distress Fund, 
formalizing efforts to provide financial 
aid to international journalists in need. 
From 1999 to 2009, CJFE also managed 
a Journalists in Exile program, which sup-
ported international journalists who came 
to Canada to escape persecution at home.
 
growINg cANAdIAN focUS
Until the 1990s, the original Latin America 
Committee and its successor, the CCPJ, 

focused on international press freedom issues. 
The problems were certainly worse abroad 
than here—reporters weren’t being shot and 
no radio stations were bombed in Canada. 
Nonetheless, says Carty, “I think there was 
always a current of concern about this, that 
we weren’t working enough in Canada.”
 In 1998, to better reflect its mandate 
of championing free expression worldwide, 
the organization changed its name a final 
time, to Canadian Journalists for Free 
Expression. In a sense, the name change 
heralded a new chapter in the organiza-
tion’s development.
 “If we were Canadian Journalists 
for Free Expression,” Amber says, “part 
of what we should be doing is minding 
our own country.” The question came up 
more often after CJFE’s annual gala began 
drawing more attention to its work. Perhaps 
the 1998 murder of Tara Singh Hayer and 

the non-fatal shooting of Montreal crime 
reporter Michel Auger in 2000 spurred an 
increased focus on Canadian issues. Sud-
denly, it was no longer true that Canadian 
reporters didn’t get shot for what they wrote. 
 CJFE continues to document physical 
attacks against journalists in Canada, and 
violations of free speech and assembly at 
the 2010 G20 Summit in Toronto remind 
us that there is no room for complacency 
about our rights at home. Meanwhile, CJFE 
is kept busy with a variety of other freedom 
of expression issues, including protection of 
journalists’ sources, access to information, 
hate speech controversies, defamation cases, 
and the egregious practice of police imper-
sonating journalists—the focus of a court 
challenge that CJFE launched in 2010. In 
the past decade, several experienced media 
lawyers	 have	 joined	 CJFE’s	 board	 and/or	
provided pro bono work for the organization.
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 Besides intervening in a number of 
legal proceedings (see sidebar), CJFE has 
spoken out on various Canadian press 
freedom issues, most recently publish-
ing reports of free expression violations 
during the G20 Summit and the 2010 
Olympics in Vancouver. 
 Recognizing the organization’s work 
in 2007, the Canadian Library Association 
presented CJFE with its Advancement of 
Intellectual Freedom Award. 
 In its five-year strategy for 2009-2014, 
CJFE defined three strategic goals: to be the 
lead advocacy organization on free expres-
sion issues in Canada; to support journalists 
in other countries whose right to freedom 
of expression is under threat; and to broaden 
understanding, respect and promotion of 
free expression through the creation of an 
independent base of support throughout 
Canada among journalists, advocates of free 
speech and the general public.
 There has been progress on the 
international front, with more freedom 
of expression and of the press around the 
world than there was 30 years ago, Amber 
says, but “there are failures as well as suc-
cesses.” People are still hunted down and 
killed or made to disappear. Close to 100 
journalists are killed every year.
 CJFE’s increased emphasis on freedom 
of expression issues in Canada—part of 
which is the creation in 2010 of The 2009 
Free Expression Review—is important for 
two reasons. First, Game says, it increases 
the organization’s international credibility. 

“Organizations in the Global South will 
say ‘Well, what are you actually doing in 
your own country?’” Second, there are 
real concerns to be addressed at home, she 
adds. “We cannot be complacent in our 
own country, or take for granted that these 
rights that we enjoy are rights that are not 
going to be challenged.”

Grant Buckler has been a freelance jour-
nalist for more than 25 years, specializing 
in covering information technology and 
telecommunications and, more recently, 
alternative energy and clean technology. He 
has been a volunteer with CJFE for several 
years. He lives outside Kingston, Ont.

Canadians are comparatively lucky: Battles 
for freedom of expression in this country are 
more often fought with words in courtrooms 
than with bullets and tear gas on the streets. 

ProTecTIoN of coNfIdeNTIAL SoUrceS
Vital to a journalist’s ability to obtain infor-
mation, this principle has been challenged 
repeatedly. CJFE has been involved in the 
cases of Juliet O’Neill of the Ottawa Citizen, 
Andrew McIntosh of the National Post, Ken 
Peters of the Hamilton Spectator, Daniel 
Leblanc of the Globe and Mail and author 
Derek Finkle. 
 In the Peters case, the Ontario Court of 
Appeal “made it clear that there was a long 
and careful road that any court had to follow 
before they could ever consider citing a jour-
nalist for contempt in those circumstances,” 
says Brian Macleod Rogers, a former CJFE 
Board member and counsel for Peters.
 Recent Supreme Court of Canada rulings 
have stopped short of establishing a blanket 
right, but have supported journalists’ right 
to protect sources if they can show it is in the 
public interest, on a case-by-case basis.

defAMATIoN  
CJFE was part of a media coalition interven-
ing in a defamation case involving Vancouver 
broadcaster Rafe Mair and his employer, WIC 
Radio Ltd., which Mair won at the Supreme 
Court in 2008. That ruling strengthened the 
defence of fair comment.
 Two other cases in which CJFE inter-
vened—Cusson v. Quan and Grant v. Torstar 

Corp.—helped establish a defence of 
responsible communications for defamation 
cases. The Supreme Court gave journalists, 
writers and bloggers a new defence when 
they fairly and responsibly cover stories “on 
a matter of public interest,” even if every 
statement cannot later be proved true. 
 CJFE also intervened in Crookes v. 
Newton, a defamation case that hinges 
on whether an online link to a defamatory 
article can be considered equivalent to pub-
lishing the article itself.

AcceSS To INforMATIoN
CJFE was an intervener in a suit brought by 
University of Ottawa professor Amir Attaran, 
aiming to stop the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade from censor-
ing reports on human rights in Afghanistan. 
Unfortunately, the Federal Court ordered the 
department to reveal only portions of reports 
already made public. Also disappointing were 
recent Supreme Court decisions on Quebec 
courts limiting the use of broadcast equip-
ment in courthouse corridors and refusing 
media access to official audio recordings of 
court proceedings. 

PoLIce IMPerSoNATINg joUrNALISTS
CJFE, the CBC and RTNDA Canada have 
launched an application under the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms to prevent police 
officers impersonating journalists. This 
challenge is currently awaiting responses 
from the attorney general of Ontario and 
the Ontario Provincial Police. 

Inaugural CJFE Gala, 1998

cjfe’S LegAL INTerveNTIoNS


