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Introduction:1 
This is the annual report that is released by Lawyers for Democracy Initiative, which 
was launched by The Arabic Network for Human Rights Information in 2014; aiming 
at monitoring the state of Egypt’s democratic path and determining its developments 
and shortcomings. The year 2014 was full of significant and influential political 
incidents. The repressive and extraordinary measures that have been taken by the 
Egyptian authorities in the wake of dispersing the sit-ins staged by the MB supporters 
in Rabaa Al-Adawiya in 2013 were the start to enacting a set of anti-freedoms 
legislations; aiming at hindering the general climate completely and confiscating the 
rights to peaceful protest and any political action inside the universities. Thereafter, 
the security bodies started to curb the freedom of expression in a dramatic way.  
Nevertheless, all these measures weren't able to cease the protests in the Egyptian 
streets, and didn't achieve the stability that the authorities claimed. On the contrary, 
the protests escalated, and the authorities confronted them by further tough 
legislations and decisions, in addition to harsh verdicts that amounted to mass death 
sentences against hundreds of MB and NASL supporters, while the civil democratic- 
related activists and university students along with other political players in Egypt 
received prison sentences.  
All such measures that were taken by the Egyptian authorities, and those that are still 
being taken, under which all are punishable, prompted the militant groups to insist on 
using violence and terrorist operations in the face of police and army men and also 
against the civilian population.  
The year 2014 has witnessed the first presidential elections in the wake of 
overthrowing the Muslim Brotherhood. The elections kicked off by only two runners, 
in which the former minister of defense, Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi, won; while the doubts 
over the elections integrity and the turnout rate that was proclaimed by the Supreme 
Committee for Elections remain unanswered.   
 A number questions pop up here: is Egypt moving towards democracy? Is it 
retreating? What are the indicators that affect the democratic path negatively or 
positively? This report is attempting to find an answer to those questions. 
 
What is “Lawyers for Democracy” Initiative:  
“Lawyers for democracy” is an initiative launched by The Arabic Network fro 
Human Rights Information (ANHRI) in 2014. It consists of a group of lawyers in a 
number of Egypt's different governorates and cities to monitor the events, cases and 
incidents in Egypt, such as the protests, conferences, strikes and official and non-
official practices that affect the democratic path in Egypt. The lawyers monitor, 
document all these incidents and provide the legal support for those who deserve it. 
And then, the initiative releases reports to elaborate the state of Egypt and its parties, 
media and judges with regard to the rule of law and the respect of both the freedom 
of expression and the democratic path.  

                                                
1 This report does not necessarily include all the events that took place during 2014, it relies on the events observed and 
documented by Lawyers for Democracy team during their field work, therefore the numbers mentioned in it are modest 
figures 
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Significant Numbers regarding the Democratic Path in Egypt during 2014 
  

- Number of the protest events in 2014: approx. 1515 
- Number of the protest events that faced security attacks in 2014: approx. 412 
- Number of the MB & NASL protest events in 2014: approx. 821  
- Number of the students’ protest events in 2014: approx. 307 
- Number of the civil democratic powers’ protest events: approx. 100  
- Number of the social and labor protests in 2014: approx. 287 
- Number of the politicizing trials in 2014: approx. 170 
- Number of death sentences in 2014: 1473, some of them were appealed 
- Number of terrorist operations in 2014: 87 
- Number of detainees till the end of 2014: approx. 42.000 
- Number of violations committed against journalists and media professionals in 2014: 
approx. 98 
- Number of journalists in the Egyptian prisons till the end of 2014: approx. 63 journalists 
- Number of civilians referred to military trials in 2014: 857 
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Part I: Protest Marches 
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The year 2014 has witnessed a dramatic escalation in the number of protests and 
marches in Egypt, as each month witnessed a number of citizens taking to the streets, 
whether in protests called for by the political powers and players in the country or 
independently; protesting against the authorities for different reasons. Throughout the 
year, the Muslim Brotherhood and the National Alliance to Support Legitimacy 
“NASL”, who haven't stopped protesting since the overthrow of Morsi and his 
imprisonment, then the dispersal of their sit-ins in Raba'a Al-Adawiya and Nahdet 
Misr Squares came in 2013, topped the powers that organized protest events.  
The Egyptian authorities' ratification of a new anti-protest law, which was met by 
societal rejection, which criminalizes peaceful protest and allows the security forces 
to use violence in the face of demonstrations. Although this law confined the peaceful 
protesting, it couldn't stop it completely. Whereas, the year 2014 has witnessed 1515 
protest marches as illustrated in the following table:  

Protest Events 
By Month  

Number of Protest 
Marches  

Events Attacked by Security  

January  109 30 
February 112 8 
March  120 50 
April  109 18 
May 86 37 
June 103 27 
July 105 32 

August 167 55 
September 113 32 

October 141 43 
November 236 55 
December 114 25 

Total Events in 2014  1515 412 
  
  
The months of 2014 has witnessed remarkable disparity regarding the protests, which 
were escalating coincidently with the major incidents, as the month of November, 
witnessed the largest number of protests in the year because of the anniversary of 
“Mohamed Mahmoud” incident, as well as returning a final verdict that cleared 
Mubarak, his two sons and his aides of killing the protesters charges. Hence, the 
different political powers were pushed to organize widespread protest events during 
this month. However, the month of August ranked the second, as the anniversary of 
dispersing Raba'a Al-Adawiya and Nahdet Misr sit-ins, which left hundreds dead, 
was marked.  
The violent security handling by the Egyptian authorities, with the protests and under 
the slogan “fighting terrorism” as a justification for attacking these events and 
arresting their participants led to decreasing the rate of protests in January and 
February, although it was coinciding with the anniversary of January 25 Revolution 
and the overthrow of the former president, Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, in 2011. Also, 
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the different political powers' organization of their marches in the public squares to 
mark those events was quantitatively reduced. On top of that, a number of civil 
democratic powers announced that they wouldn't participate in marking those 
incidents, April 6 Youth Movement topped them, and consequently, this became 
another factor that contributed to the decline in the number of protest events in 
February.  
 

The following chart shows a comparison between the rate of protest events per 
month:  

 
The Protest Events pursuant to their Powers 

  
The popular marches against the MB, in addition to joining numerous civil 
democratic powers to the road map proclaimed by the Egyptian army on the 3rd of 
July, 2013, made the MB and NASL be at the forefront of the political powers 
relating to organizing protests throughout 2014.  

  
The following table shows the number of protest events during 2014 according to 
the powers that organized those events:  
 

MB & NASL  Civil 
Democratic 

Powers 

Students  Social & Labor 
Events  

Total Events  

821 100 307 287 1515 
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The following chart illustrates the percentage  of events, according to their 
organizing powers:  
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The Security Attacks on the Protest Events  
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Lawyers for Democracy team has been monitoring the security bodies' dramatic 
targeting of marches and demonstrations staged in main squares and streets in the 
different governorates of Egypt throughout 2014. Such targeting of protests that had 
been staged in stable places, but in towns and side streets it was less.   

  
The following table shows the number of events that faced security attacks: 

 
Events that did not face 

Security Attacks 
Events faced Security 

Attacks 
Total Events 

1103 412 1515 
The powers, which organized those protests, resorted to staging their protests and 
marches in towns and side streets to avoid the arrests that reached a great number of 
participants, and as a result 73% of those events did no meet any security 
intervention.  
The following chart illustrates the percentage of attacks on the protest events:  

  
  
Both November and August witnessed the largest number of events that confronted 
by security attacks. However, the month of May was the most violent concerning the 
events that got attacked. Whereas 73 events out of 86 had been assaulted, followed by 
the month of March, during which 50 out of 120 events got attacked.  
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The following chart shows the security assaults on events per month:  
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Chapter I 
MB & NASL Protest Events: 

  
Both the MB and NASL were the two most vulnerable political parties to security 
targeting in the wake of their overthrow in 2013. Their leaders have been targeted by 
the security bodies, arrested and brought to trials over accusations of using violence, 
terrorism and espionage. On top of that, they were classified as a terrorist group and 
decisions of impounding their properties were made. Thus, it was expected that the 
MB would be the principal political group to organize protest events in 2014. Their 
demands centered around refusing what they have called a “military coup”, and 
called for trying the killers of protesters, freeing the former president “Mohamed 
Morsi”, reinstating him as president of Egypt and releasing MB and NASL's jailed 
leaders. Moreover, they also protested against the decline of economic and social 
conditions. 

  
The following table shows the details of MB & NASL's protest events in 2014: 
Events faced Security 
Attacks 

Number of Protest 
Events  

Events 
                           Months 

21 29 January 
6 10 February 
33 60 March 
7 61 April 
12 23 May 
20 51 June  
29 78 July  
49 155 August 
24 75 September  
31 74 October 
31 141 November  
15 64 December 
278 821 Total Events in 2014  

  
  
Following the dispersal of Raba'a Al-Adawiya and Nahdet Misr sit-ins by the 
excessive use of force leaving more than 1000 MB's members and supporters dead- 
according to unofficial statistics- and thousands arrested, the month of August 
witnessed the greatest number of protest events organized by the NASL. Throughout 
August, the MB did organize numerous events to mark its anniversary.  
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The following chart shows the MB & NASL's protest events per month: 
  

  
  

   
The security attacks against the MB and NASL  

  
Both MB and NASL were the most targeted groups by the security bodies in 2014, 
particularly after the hate speech campaign launched by the state-owned as well as 
the official and private media against this group, stating that they adopt violence and 
terrorism. For this reason, the authorities justified the use of violence towards their 
protest events. To avoid the arrests and security attacks that escalated dramatically 
against the NASL's events, the members resorted to a new tactic in order not to face 
further arrests, which they called “the night marches”. These marches organized by 
the NASL in towns and side streets without a prior notice and they were being ended 
by the arrival of security forces. Such strategy helped in reducing attacks against the 
protests, and 66% of the events passed without meeting security intervention.  

  
The following table shows the security attacks on the NASL's events  
 

Events weren't 
Attacked  

Events were 
Attacked  

Total Events  

543 278 821 
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The following chart illustrates the percentage of security attacks on the MB & 
NASL's events:  

  
  

The following chart shows the attacks on the MB's events per month: 

  
The most highlighted protest events staged by MB & NASL in 2014: 

- In January, 2014, the MB and NASL organized a number of events to protest the 
minister of defense’s decision to run for the presidential elections and also to refuse 
the new constitution. They organized one-week events under the slogan “down with 
the referendum of blood”; calling for boycotting the referendum on the Egyptian 
Constitution for the year 2014. on January 25, they also organized a number of events 
in the different governorates to mark anniversary of the revolution of January 25.  
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- On February 7, the MB backers organized a number of protest events in different 
areas under the slogan the “last chance” million-man marches. These events 
were to protest against what they called “military coup”; calling for releasing 
the former president “Mohamed Morsi” and reinstating him to the presidency.  

 
- A week called “Its Guardians are Thieves”, started from January 24, included a 

number of events to show solidarity with the prisoners who belong to NASL, 
in addition to protesting against Field Marshal Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi's running 
for the presidential elections, as well as the overthrow of Mohamed Morsi.  

 
– In June, the MB and NASL organized protest events, that coincided with the 

first anniversary of June 30th demonstrations that were to depose president 
Mohamed Morsi. Meanwhile, on June 3 the NASL organized protests during 
the anniversary of toppling Morsi; calling for deposing what they called a 
“military coup.”  

 
- The NASL organized a one-week event, which they called “the Revolution and 

Retaliation” which coincided with the dispersal of Raba'a Al-Adawiya and 
Nahdet Misr  sit-ins on August 14, marking the dispersal and the incidents that 
followed it.  

 
 

- In November the NASL members organized a number of events to mark the 
anniversary of Mohamed Mahmoud incidents; calling the political powers to 
reunite against the regime; under the common goal of overthrowing the 
military rule. 

 
- in December, the NASL organized a one-week event, under the slogan “lets 
continue our revolution”; calling for overthrowing what they called the “military 
coup” and releasing the prisoners who belong to the NASL.  
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Chapter II 
The Protest Events of the Civil and Democratic Powers 

 
 The majority of political parties and civil powers took part in the road map 
proclaimed by the army in July 3, 2013, which led to a decline in the number of 
events of the civil powers compared to the other powers, but 2014 has witnessed 100 
protest events by the civil and democratic powers. Most of these events were 
organized by youth movements; on top of them was Revolution Road Front, the April 
6 Youth Movement, the group No to Military Trials for Civilians, and the 
Revolutionary Socialists. Young members of Al-Dostor party, the Popular Alliance 
party, Bread and Freedom party, and the Youth for Justice and freedom Movement, as 
well as many of the youth who took part in the revolution but are not affiliated to any 
political parties, organized protests for different reasons; to mark the anniversary of 
the 25 January Revolution, to demand dropping the anti-protest Law, to show 
solidarity with the political prisoners and to demand their release, to demand the 
abolition of the article of military trials for civilians in the 2014 Constitution, and to 
protest the innocence of former President Mubarak, his two sons, his Minister  of 
Interior and his aides on charges of killing protesters and corruption. 
 
The following table shows in details the protest events organized by the Civil 
Democratic Forces during 2014 

  
Events Attacked by Security 

Forces 
Number of Protest 

Events  
                Protest Events 
By Month 

2 3 January 
0 0 February 
0 1 March 
0 8 April 
5 16 May 
2 20 June 
2 9 July 
1 3 August 
0 10 September 
0 5 October 
3 9 November 
4 16 December 
19 100 Total number of Protest 

Events in 2014 
 
June has witnessed the largest number of protest events by the civil and democratic 
powers, against the backdrop of the verdict in absentia sentencing activist Alaa 
Abdel-Fattah and his colleagues to 15 years in prison for participating in the 
demonstration against military trials for civilians in front of the Shura Council. In 
addition to the escalation by the security forces while dispersing the demonstration 
denouncing the anti-protest law, and the arrest of 24 of the participants who took part 
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in it, among them were the two activists Sanaa Seif and Yara Sallam. That led to the 
escalation in the number of protest events refusing the anti-protest law, and 
demanding the release of those arrested under it. 
 
The following chart shows the protest events organized by the civil and 
democratic powers per month: 
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Security attacks on civil and democratic powers protest events: 
 
The targeting of democratic and civil powers protests was less severe than that of the 
protests of the Muslim Brotherhood. The reason behind that is that most of the protest 
events were just static or immobile sit-ins. On the other hand, moving marches in 
main streets, or those that were headed towards Tahrir Square were met by violent 
security attacks and the arrest of its participants. 
 
The following table shows the number of security attacks on the protest events 
by the civil and democratic powers: 

Total Protest 
Events 

Events faced 
Security Attacks 

Events that did not 
face Security 

Attacks 
100 19 81 

 
The following chart shows the percentage of security attacks on the protest 
events of civil and democratic powers: 
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The following chart illustrates the security attacks on the protest events of civil 
and democratic powers per month: 

 
 
Among the most highlighted civil and democratic powers protest events: 

 On the 4th of January the Revolution Road Front, the April 6 Youth Movement, 
and the Revolutionary Socialists, along with a group of other revolutionary 
movements organized a march that started from Abdel Moneim Riad Square to 
the Syndicate of Journalists to demand the dropping of the anti-protest law and 
the release of those arrested under it, and to denounce the practices of the 
security forces. 

 On January 25, the Revolution Road Front, the April 6 Youth Movement, and 
the Revolutionary Socialists, along with some of the revolutionary youth 
organized two marches to mark the anniversary of the January 25 Revolution, 
and to demand the accomplishment of its objectives. 

 On April 26, some of the revolutionary youth went on a march which started in 
front of the “Al Kobba” bridge telephone station towards “Al-Itihadiya” Palace 
to demand the drop of the anti-protest law and the release of those arrested 
under it. 

 In mid-May a campaign named "Dedak" (against you) was launched to protest 
the decision of the former defense minister, Field Marshal Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
to run for the presidential elections. The campaign was organized by a number 
of political powers, most notably (the April 6 Youth Movement / the 
Revolutionary Socialists / Youth for Justice and Freedom / the Revolution 
Road Front / Resistance Students) 

 Some human rights activists, along with some civil and revolutionary powers 
lead by the Revolution Road Front organized a march on June 21, it kicked off 
in front of “Al-Ahram” Metro station in the area of “Masr Al-Gadida” and 
headed to “Al-Itihadiya” Palace to demand the drop of the anti-protest law, and 
the release of all prisoners arrested under it. The security forces arrested 24 
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activists who took part in the march and brought them to trial on charges of 
breaching the anti-protest law, among them were the two prominent human 
rights activists Sanaa Saif, and Yara Sallam. 
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Chapter III 
Student Protest Events: 

Various Egyptian universities have witnessed protests with the beginning of the 
school year. These protests rose significantly with the escalation of security attacks 
against student protest events, and the decisions of the deans of universities that 
criminalize political activities inside those universities. Demonstrations were 
organized to protest the entry of security forces inside university campuses, and the 
prohibition of student activities, and to demand the release of the arrested students, 
and the return of the students who were dismissed against the backdrop of their 
political activities, and demanding the drop of the anti-protest law. 
 
The following table shows the details of the students protest events during 2014 
 

Security Attacks on Protest 
Events 

Number of 
Student Protest 

Events  

                Protest Events 
By Month 

3 8 January 
2 5 February 

17 32 March 
10 35 April 
20 34 May 
3 14 June 
1 7 July 
3 3 August 
7 15 September 
11 51 October 
21 77 November 
6 26 December 

104 307 Total Number of Protest 
Events during 2014 

 
November has witnessed a significant rise in the student protest events for different 
reasons: to mark the anniversary of the events of “Mohamed Mahmoud,” and to 
protest against not guilty verdict handed down to ousted President Hosni Mubarak 
and his aides, and also to protest against escalation of security attacks against 
students inside the university campuses during the new semester which started in 
October of this year. 
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The following chart illustrates the student protest events per month: 

 
Security attacks on students protest events: 
The students protest events have the highest ratio in terms of security attacks, as the 
security bodies were seeking to ban all types of political activities in the universities, 
but the persistence of the students to practice their right to freedom of expression 
within the university overcame the decisions to ban their protest events. The most 
targeted protest events by the security were the moving marches that were trying to 
get out of the university campuses, or that walk around the university grounds, while 
on the other hand, the immobile protest events and sit-ins were less prune to get 
attacked by security. 
 
The following table shows the number of security attacks on students protest 
events: 

Total Protest 
Events 

Protest Events 
that did not meet 
Security Attacks 

Protest Events 
that met Security 

Attacks 
307 203 104 
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The following chart shows the percentage of security attacks on the students 
protest events: 

 
The following chart illustrates the security attacks on the students protest events 
per month: 

 
The most highlighted student protest events during 2014 

 On January 25, various Egyptian university students organized protest events 
which toured the university grounds chanting the motto "Bread, Freedom & 
Social Justice" to mark the anniversary of January 25 revolution, and to 
demand the accomplishment of its objectives. 

 On April 14, university students marched to mark the eighth month of the 
dispersal of both Raba'a Al-Adawiya and Nahdet Misr sit-ins, to protest against 
the repression of students by the security bodies, and to demand the release of 
all the detainees. The security forces tried to disperse the demonstration 
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organized by Cairo University students using tear gas and birdshots, which 
resulted in several injuries, including two journalists. 

 In June, university students marched refusing the celebration of the Egyptian 
presidential elections, and also to protest against security attacks on 
universities, and to demand the release of imprisoned colleagues on the 
background of their political activity. 

 In July, Cairo University students organized protests and demonstrations to 
reject the decision of Dr. Jaber Nassar, the President of Cairo University, to 
expel 94 students during the last academic year over claims of stirring 
violence, because of their involvement in previous demonstrations. 

 The students of The Faculty of Engineering in Alexandria University staged a 
demonstration on October 14, which was labeled later by the students as 
"#Engineering_massacre" because the security bodies stormed the college, and 
used violence to disperse the demonstration which led to many injuries, and 
student Omar Abdel Wahab got injured by a birdshot, and he was rushed to the 
intensive care where he died a few days later, after the doctors failed to save 
his life. 37 students have been arrested during these events. 
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Chapter IV 
Labor and Social Strikes and Protests: 

2014 has witnessed a huge rise in labor and social protests to demand higher wages, 
better conditions and improving working conditions. Lawyers for Democracy team 
has observed 287 workers protest events throughout the year organized by the 
workers of companies and factories of “Al-Handaseya” for automotive industry, 
previously known as "Al-Nasr," the workers and nurses of Alexandria University 
hospitals, “Al-Beheira” joint stock company workers, the workers of Alexandria 
Fiber company, the workers of “Al-Beheira” joint stock company in Alexandria, the 
workers of Bolivar Spinning and Weaving Company in Alexandria, university 
residencies workers,  the employees of Development Bank, the workers of the 
Egyptian Company for Agricultural Development, the workers of "Propylene" 
company, "Town Gas" and coke coal workers, gas pipes networks,  Al-Nasr for 
manufacturing of agricultural crops, hospital workers of the teachers' club hospital, 
the resident physicians, the workers of Alexandria Company for Container and Cargo 
Handling, workers of Alexandria Port, workers of Crystal Asfour company, the 
workers of the financial and administrative affairs department of the Ministry of 
Investment, the workers and nurses of “Al-Agouza” hospital, the workers of Egypt 
Amereya factories and companies for spinning and weaving, the staff of the National 
Council for Disabilities, the journalists of “Al-Badeel” newspaper, the staff of Cairo 
University, the doctors of “Dar al-Hikma”, those who hold a Bachelor of Law from 
open universities, the workers of public transport, the employees of the water facility 
company at the money collection department, the teachers, the staff of the Ministry of 
Agriculture at “Sherbin” province in “Al-Dakahlia” Governorate, some truck drivers 
in the transport of frozen foods, the workers of iron and steel, Assistance Services 
workers in the Ministry of Education, the high school exam observers, the workers of 
West Delta transport company, the workers of the sugar factory in “Itsa” province in 
“Al-Fayoum” Governorate, the Egyptian Maritime company in Suez, the workers of 
the city hall in “Al-Khosos” province in “Al-Kalyobeya” Governorate, the workers of 
the Egyptian public warehouses company of the land and sea transport port of 
Alexandria, the workers of Alexandria oils company, the workers of the National 
Bank of Egypt, the workers of "Mega Textile" company, the workers of “Al-Bawadi” 
compan for foods products, the workers of “Al-Amereya” fiber company, the workers 
of the Egyptian Copper company in Alexandria, the workers of Alexandria Company 
for Spinning and Weaving, the workers of the tourism sector of the Red Sea, 
Hurghada and “Al-Koseir”, the graduates of the Technical Health Institute and others. 
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The following table shows the labor and social protests details per month: 
Security Attacks on Protest 
Events 

Number of Student 
Protest Events 

                Protest Events 
By Month 

4 69 January 
0 97 February 
0 27 March 
1 5 April 
0 13 May 
2 18 June 
0 11 July 
2 6 August 
1 13 September 
1 11 October 
0 9 November 
0 8 December 

11 287 Total number of Protests 
during 2014 

 
The month of February is the highest in terms of the number of social protests, 
followed by January. 
 
The following chart illustrates the social and labor protests per month: 
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Security attacks on social and labor protest events 
The protest events organized by trade unions were the least in terms of the number of 
security attacks against them. While most of the social protests that have been 
attacked by the security forces were those that were organized by non-regular 
employment, or that came from within the companies and factories to cut off the 
roads, or the ones that targeted labor leaders, such as what happened in April with the 
sit-in of the employees of gas pipes networks company, where the security forces 
arrested the members of the labor leadership of the company: Mohammed Saleh, 
Mohammed Abdul Rahman, Ahmed Adel, and Alsayed al-Samman, from their homes 
in an attempt to put pressure on the company to stop the workers on strike. 
The following table shows the number of security attacks on social and labor 
protests 

Total Protest 
Events 

Protest Events that 
met Security 

Attacks 

Protest Events that 
did not meet Security 

Attacks 
287 11 276 

 
The following chart shows the percentage of attacks on the social and labor 
protests: 
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The following chart illustrates the attacks on social and labor protests per 
month: 
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Part II: Trials  
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2014 has witnessed about 174 trials related to public affairs against different political 
powers and actors, in which 94 court rulings were issued while 80 trials are still being 
deliberated by the judiciary as shown in the following table: 
 

Total number 
of trials 

Court 
Rulings 

Trials still 
being 

deliberated  
174 94 80 

 
The following chart shows the percentage of trials still being deliberated and 
court rulings during 2014: 

 
1- Trials still being deliberated: 
2014 has witnessed a total of 80 trials that are still being deliberated, in addition to 
some new cases that are still to be considered by the judiciary, in which no rulings 
have been issued yet, and which have been extended to be considered during 2015, 
the following table shows the number trials that are still being deliberated 
according to the powers that are facing trial: 

Total Number of 
ongoing Trials 

MB & NASL Mubarak's 
Regime 

Civil Powers and 
Revolutionary Youth 

80 56 13 11 
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The following chart shows the percentage of powers facing ongoing trials during 
2014: 

 
MB & NASL Trials:  
In 2014, the Egyptian judiciary reviewed 56 trials for the Muslim Brotherhood and 
the NASL in which no final verdict has been reached and that are still being 
deliberated in front of the Egyptian judiciary and have been postponed to be reviewed 
before the courts during 2015. 
 
Among the most highlighted trials of the Muslim Brotherhood figures during 
2014: 

The case of “El-Itihadia Palace Incidents”: 
In which former president Mohamed Morsi along with a number of his regime 
leaders are accused of killing protesters in front of “El-Itihadia Palace” and using 
violence against them when he was the head of the executive power. 
 The case of “Raba’a Operations Room”: 
In which the Supreme Guide of the MB Mohamed Badei, a number of MB leaders, 
some journalists and media professionals, together with activist Mohamed Sultan and 
his father (MB leader) Salah Sultan are accused of directing an operations room 
during Raba'a Al-Adawiya sit-in inciting violence and planning terrorist attacks in the 
country. 

The case of “The Great Espionage”: 
In which former president Mohamed Morsi along with 35 other MB leaders are 
accused of spying for foreign entities while they were in power. 

The case of “Escaping Wadi al-Natroun Prison”: 
In which former president Mohamed Morsi along with some MB leaders are accused 
of escaping from “Wadi al-Natroun Prison” during the events of the January 25 
Revolution. 
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The case of “Supreme Guide Headquarters”: 
In which the Supreme Guide of MB Mohamed Badei, his deputy Khairat al-Shater 
are accused of inciting violence and attacking the protesters in front of the MB 
Supreme Guide Headquarters. 
 
Mubarak's Regime Trials: 
In 2014, the Egyptian judiciary reviewed 9 trials of the pillars of Mubarak's regime 
that were postponed to be continued during 2015, and no final verdict has been 
reached in any of them. 

The case of “Manipulating the Stock Market”: 
Case No. 10427/2012 Agouza Criminal Court, which is registered as No. 889/2012 
North Giza Court, in which Alaa and Gamal Mubarak along with 7 others 
(businessmen and former officials in the National Bank) are accused of unlawful 
acquisition of funds that amounted to one billion 51 million 28 thousand and 648 
EGP, and of damaging the Egyptian economy and the country's banking system. 

The case of “Cutting off communications”: 
The judiciary is reviewing the appeal of former president Hosni Mubarak, and his 
prime minister Ahmed Nazif against the first degree ruling issued by the 
administrative court sentencing them to a 540 million EGP fine in the case of cutting 
off communications during January 25 Revolution. 
 The corruption case of the Director of Bibliotheca Alexandrina: 
East Alexandria Misdemeanors Court is reviewing the trial of Dr. Ismail Serag Al-Din 
head of Bibliotheca Alexandrina along with some of his advisers, on charges of 
wasting public money during his term as the Director of Bibliotheca Alexandrina. 
 The case of “Al-Bayadeya” Island: 
In which Atef Ebeid, the former prime minister of Egypt during the reign of the 
former president Hosni Mubarak, and Youssef Wali, the former minister of 
agriculture and a number of former leaders of the ministry are accused of taking over 
the land of “Al-Bayadeya” Island. 
 The case of “license plates”: 
Cairo Criminal Court convened at the Police Academy trustees is reviewing the case 
of license plates, in which the former prime minister of Egypt Ahmed Nazif, and the 
former minister of interior Habib al-Adli are accused of wasting 92 million pounds of 
state funds and graft. 
 The case of “tax evasion”: 
In which businessman and Secretary of the dissolved National Democratic Party 
Ahmed Ezz is accused of tax evasion, as he was supposed to pay 10 million and 680 
thousand EGP in taxes owed by the business dealings of his two companies: Ezz 
Dekheila Steel Company and Ezz Holding Company.  
 The case of “steel licenses”: 
In which businessman and Secretary of the dissolved National Democratic Party 
Ahmed Ezz, along with the former head of the Industrial Development Authority Amr 
Assal are accused of squandering public money which amounted to around 660 
million EGP, and facilitating its seizure. The first degree court had issued a ruling 
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sentencing Ahmed Ezz and Amr Assal  to 10 years in prison and sentenced also the 
fugitive former minister of trade and industry Rachid Mohamed Rachid rigorous 
imprisonment for 15 years in absentia, but the Court of Cassation has accepted the 
appeal submitted by Ezz and Assal on the verdict and ordered their retrial before a 
different court.  
  The case of “squandering public money” in which Anas al-Fiqi and Abdul 
Latif el-Menawy: 
Which is the case in which the former minister of information Anas al-Fiqi, and 
Abdul Latif el-Menawy Head of the News Sector in the Egyptian television ERTU 
are accused of squandering public money during their work in the Egyptian official 
media sector. 
 The trial of Safwat al-Sharif and his two sons for graft: 
Which is the case in which former Secretary-General of the National Party dissolved, 
and former Chairman of the Shura Council Safwat al-Sharif and his two sons are 
accused of graft and abusing their influence to make fortunes illegally. 
 The trial of Zakaria Azmi on charges of graft: 
Which is the case in which Zakaria Azmi the chief of staff of the presidency is 
accused of exploiting his influence to make money illegally. 
 The trial of Anas al-Fiqi on charges of profiteering: 
Which is the case in which Anas al-Fiqi, former minister of information is accused on 
charges of obtaining an illicit gain of around 33 million and 400 thousand EGP. 
 
The trials of civil powers and the youth of the revolution: 
The Egyptian judiciary is reviewing 11 ongoing trials against members of civil 
powers and the youth of the revolution on charges of breaching the anti-protest law, 
these trials have been postponed to be considered in 2015 without reaching any final 
decisions about them. 
Among the most notorious ongoing trials in 2015 of the Civil and Democratic 
Powers:  
 The case of “Shoura Council” demonstration:  
In which activist Alaa Abdel-Fattah and 24 others are accused of violating the anti-
protest law and attacking the security forces. It is worth mentioning that the first 
degree court has sentenced in absentia the accused to 15 year in jail, but the 
defendants appealed the verdict and the case is back to be considered before the 
courts with the imprisonment of the defendants. 
 The case of “Cabinet of Ministers Incidents”: 
In which political activist Ahmed Doma and others are accused of using violence, 
protesting, and attacking public facilities during the incidents of the Cabinet of 
Ministers during the reign of the SCAF (Supreme Council of Armed Forces) during 
the aftermath of overthrowing Mubarak. 
 The case of “El Raml Police Station” incidents: 
In which Mahinour El-Masry and 12 others are accused of attacking “El Raml” police 
station during a demonstration that they organized in front of the police station in 
March 2013 against the backdrop of police attacks against one of the citizens. 
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2 - Court Rulings: 
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In 2014 94 court rulings were issued against the different political powers, the 
following table shows the numbers of judicial verdicts handed down against the 
various political powers during 2014: 

Total number of 
verdicts 

MB & NASL Mubarak's 
Regime 

Civil and Democratic 
Powers 

94 65 6 23 
  
The following chart shows the percentage of verdicts in the trials of the various 
political powers: 

 
74 rulings of conviction has been issued against the various political powers, as 
shown in the following table:  

Total number of 
rulings of 
conviction 

MB & NASL Mubarak'
s Regime 

Civil and 
Revolutionary 

Powers 
74 55 4 15 

 
The following chart shows the percentage of convictions, according to the 
powers that were convicted: 
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The judicial rulings in the trials of the MB & NASL: 
The Egyptian judiciary has issued 65 different rulings during 2014 in the trials of the 
leaders of the MB & NASL, including 55 convictions and 10 acquittals. 
 
The most notorious acquittals: 
 The ruling by the Criminal Court in August acquitting 45 defendants in Case 
No. 8281, 2013 Qasr al-Nil Criminal Court, in which they were accused of trying to 
storm the US embassy after the dispersal of Raba'a Al-Adawiya and Nahdet Misr sit 
ins. 
 The acquittal of Essam Sultan, deputy chairman of “Al-Wasat” Party, and 
Mohammed Jibril, Professor of Law at the Faculty of Law, Helwan University, along 
with Taher Abdul Mohsen a former member of the legislative committee of the Shura 
Council of charges of insulting the judiciary. 

The ruling of the Court of Cassation accepting the appeal submitted by Hisham 
Qandil, the former prime minister on the sentence to one year imprisonment and 
dismissal from his job on charges of failure to implement a court ruling, the court 
decided to acquit him and declare him innocent of all the charges leveled against him. 

The ruling issued by the South Cairo Criminal Court, presided over by Judge 
Jafar Najm el-Din, convened at the Police Academy Trustees, acquitting 30 
defendants in the trial of the case of the first “Mokattam” riots, during June the 30th 
last year, and the confiscation of all the seized weapons that were in their possession. 

 
Meanwhile the most salient convictions: 
 - The judgment of Cairo Criminal Court, convened at the Police Academy Trustees 
sentencing to 15 years in prison: the MB leaders Safwat Hegazy and Mohamed El-
Beltagy, and media figure Ahmed Mansour. While it sentenced to 3 years in prison: 
Chancellor Mahmoud al-Khudeiry, and MB leaders Osama Yassin and Amr Zaki, on 
charges of torturing a lawyer inside the office of “Safir Tours” in Tahrir Square 
during the January 25 revolution. 
- The ruling issued by North Cairo Criminal Court, convened at the Police Academy 
Trustees against MB leader Mohamed El-Beltagy, to 6 years in prison and a 20 
thousand EGP fine, plus covering the criminal expenses, on charges of insulting the 
judiciary and the court during the hearing of the trial of Mohammed Morsi and others 
in the case of "Escaping from Wadi al-Natrun" 
 
 During the trials of the civil powers and the youth of the revolution: 
The Egyptian judiciary has issued 23 different rulings during 2014 in the trials of the 
civil powers and the youth of the revolution, including 15 convictions and 8 
acquittals. 
  
The most notorious acquittals for the civil powers and the youth of the 
revolution:  
 The judgment of Qasr al-Nil Misdemeanors Court on December, acquitting 4 
defendants of the charges of violating the anti-protest law against the backdrop of 
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their participation in the demonstration in Abdel Moneim Riad Square in protest 
against the verdict of Mubarak's acquittal. 
 The judgment of al-Moski Misdemeanor Court of Appeal to accept the appeal 
submitted by 112 defendants, who were sentenced to a year in prison with labor on 
charges of violating the anti-protest law, because of their involvement in marking the 
third anniversary of the January 25 Revolution. The court decided to acquit them and 
declare them innocent of all the charges leveled against them. 
 The judgment of al-Sahel Court of Misdemeanors acquitting 26 of the 
members of "UWK - Ultras White Knights" of the charges of breaching the anti-
protest law by organizing a march without prior authorization, and assaulting public 
and private property. 

 
Meanwhile the most salient convictions:  
 Supporting judgment against the founder of the April 6 Youth Movement 
Ahmed Maher, the movement leader Mohammed Adel, and political activist Ahmed 
Doma to 3 years in prison on charges of violating the anti-protest law, and organizing 
a demonstration without a permit, and assaulting the security forces in charge of 
protecting Abdin Court. 
 The judgment of Masr al-Gadida Misdemeanor Court in the appeal submitted 
by the two activists Yara Sallam and Sanaa' Seif, along with 21 other defendants 
against the verdict sentencing them to three years in prison and a fine of 10 thousand 
EGP. The court ruled to accept the appeal in form and to cancel the appellant's 
judgment, and ruled once again, changing the punishment to become two years in 
prison, a fine, and putting them on probation for a similar period. 

  
In Trials of Mubarak's Regime: 
During 2014, the Egyptian judiciary issued 6 different verdicts in the trials of 
Mubarak regime's figures, including 2 acquittals and 4 rulings of conviction. 
Meanwhile, most of the rulings issued against the MB leaders as well as the civil and 
revolutionary powers were physical and freedom-depriving ones. However, the 
rulings of conviction issued against Mubarak's figures were just against those who are 
at large and in absentia. Only one trial in which an imprisonment sentence was 
issued, it is the presidential palace case, but it was challenged. At the beginning of 
2015, the Court of Cassation accepted the challenge.  

  
Two Acquittals for Mubarak's Regime: 

- The case known in media as “Trial of the Century”, in which former president 
Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, his two sons and his Interior Minister “Habib Al-
Adly”, along with 6 of his aides, were acquitted of killing the protesters during 
the January 25 revolution as well as corruption charges. On November 29, the 
Criminal Court quashed first degree life sentence against the accused and it 
cleared them all of the charges pressed against them. 
-South Cairo Court, in June 2014, pronounced that Ex-Interior Minister “Habib 
Al-Adly” not guilty over the profiteering and money laundering charges and it 
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quashed the first degree sentence issued by Giza Criminal Court in 2011, 
which was to imprison Al-Adly for 12 years and to fine him EGP 4,853,000, in 
addition to compelling him to pay a similar amount over the profiteering 
charge, and fining him EGP 9,026,000. Above that, the sum of EGP 4,513,000 
concerning the money laundering charge is to be also confiscated.  

  
The Rulings of Conviction: 

- The Court of Cassation fined both of Ahmed Ezz, businessman and Secretary 
General of the dissolved National Democratic Party,  and Alaa Abu Al-Khir- 
Managing Director of “Ezz” Company, EGP10 million, while Samir Noaman- 
Sales Manager of the group- was fine EGP 500 thousand over the case in 
which they are accused of monopolizing the steel market. It, moreover, 
quashed a first degree sentence concerning a fine of EGP 100 million. 
 
- Cairo Criminal Court issued a default sentence against the  fugitive former 
minister of industry, Rashid Mohamed Rashid, and her daughter “Alia'a” to be 
imprisoned for 15 years and fined EGP 522 million over illicit gains charges. 

  
- Another default sentence of 10 years rigorous imprisonment was handed 
down by Alexandria Criminal Court against the fugitive businessman, Hussein 
Salem, his son “Khaled” and daughter “Magda”.  As well, the court passed a 4 
years rigorous imprisonment sentence against other 4 defendants besides 
dismissing them, while a one year suspended sentence was issued against other 
6 defendants. Additionally, all the accused were fined EGP 11,14890 over the 
case in which they were accused of deliberately damaging their petroleum 
companies and violating the  act of banning the sale of electricity for the 
Egyptian Electricity Holding Company.  

  
- Cairo Criminal Court returned its verdict over the case known in media as 
“Presidential Palaces” to punish  former president “Mohamed Hosni 
Mubarak”, who is accused of seizing EGP 125 million from the state budget, 
with 3 years rigorous imprisonment and his sons, Alaa and Gamal, with 4 years 
rigorous imprisonment. Additionally, they were compelled to pay back EGP 21 
million and fined EGP 125 million as well as the criminal costs. The 
defendants' defense challenged the verdict, which accepted at the beginning of 
2015. And their retrail is imminent.  

- Death Sentences:  
The Egyptian judiciary, in 2014, issued first degree death sentences against 1473 
defendants belong to the MB and NASL as well as political Islam currents. The 
courts have decided to refer their papers to the Grand Mufti. As to 1285 of them were 
referred to the Mufti to consult his opinion over their executions, as the verdicts of 
294 people were upheld and the verdicts of 991 people were quashed. Meanwhile, 
the  papers of 188 people are awaiting to be referred to Grand Mufti at the beginning 
of 2015.   
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The following table shows in numbers the executions and their divisions in 
2014:  

Verdicts awaiting 
the Referral to 
Mufti 

Verdicts Upheld after 
Referring to Mufti  

Verdicts Quashed 
after Referring to 
Mufti 

Total 1st Degree 
Executions 

188 294 991  1473 
  

The following are the death sentences issued by the Egyptian judiciary:  
- Death sentences issued against 37 members of the MB and NASL, among 
629 members, were upheld and the court referred their papers to the Grand 
Mufti, over the case known as “Matay City Incident” in Menya Governorate.  
 
- The death sentences issued against 183 defendants of MB, including General 
Guide Mohamed Badei, out of 682 ones, were upheld. The court also referred 
their papers to the Grand Mufti over the case that is known as “Al-Adwa City 
Incident” in Menya Governorate.  
 
- 10 members of MB and NASL were sentenced to death, after their papers 
were sent to the Grand Mufti, including the MB guide, over the case of 
“Qalyub Incidents”. 

  
- A death sentence was issued against 5 defendants over the case known as 
“October Cell”, after their papers were sent to the Grand Mufti, on accusations 
of establishing a terrorist cell and attacking the churches.  

  
- 6 defendants, including NASL leader “Assem Abdel-Maged”, were sentenced 
to death and their papers were referred to the Grand Mufti over the case of “Al-
Esteqama Mosque Incidents”. 
 
-   A death sentence against 12 backers of NASL issued, and their papers 
referred to the Grand Mufti, over the accusations of killing General Nabil 
Farag in Kerdasa city, Giza Governorate.  

  
- 7 of the Islamic Jihadi Movement's backers, including Adel Habara, were 
sentenced to death after sending their papers to the Grand Mufti, for the 
charges of murdering 25 Egyptian police men in Sinai and collaborating with 
Al-Qadae Group in Iraq over the case known as “The Second Rafah 
Massacre”.  

  
- Following the referral of their papers to the Grand Mufti, 26 persons were 
handed down death sentences over the charges of establishing a terrorist cell in 
order to target Suez Canal's waterway.   
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- A supporter of Muslim Brotherhood, who was accused of  throwing kids off 
the roof in Sidi Gaber Alexandria, over the events the media calls “Sidi Gaber 
Incidents”, was sentenced to death after sending his papers to the Grand Mufti.  

  
- A Military verdict was returned against 7 people to be executed, following 
sending their papers to the Grand Mufti, over the accusations of assaulting 
Mustord Checkpoint and joining “Ansar Bait al-Maqdis” Group, in the military 
case no. 43/2014 and known in media as “Arab Sharkes”. 

  
- The papers of 188 people were referred to the Grand Mufti to give his opinion 
over their executions in the case of storming Kerdasa police station in Giza 
governorate and killing its head and deputy, in addition to 12 police men and 
soldiers. 

 
3- The Military Tribunals for Civilians:  
The year 2014 witnessed the referral of no less than 857 civilians to the military 
courts, about 820 ones of them were sent to the military courts in December, 
according to Human Rights Watch (HRW). The following are the conspicuous 
examples for the military tribunals for civilians in 2014:  
 

Judgments of the Military Judiciary:  
- On April 10, 2014, North Cairo Military Court acquitted journalist “Amr 
Salam Al-Qazaz”, and imprisoned journalist “Islam Al-Homsi” for one year 
and a fine of EGP 100. Also, solider “Mohamed Abdel-Monim Nasr was 
sentenced in presence to 3 years and a fine of EGP 500, while Amr Farag and 
Omar Shaheen, founders of Rassd Network, were sentenced in absentia  to 3 
years and an EGP 500 fine over the case no. 3558/2013 (North Military  
Misdemeanors), which is known in media as “Al-Sisi leaks”. 

  
- On October 21, the Military Criminal Court, which is convened at “Hike 
Step”, adjudicated on the case no. m43/2014 and known as “Arab Sharkes” in 
which 9 civilians are charged with joining “Ansar Bait al-Maqdis” Group and 
attacking  Mustord Checkpoint. The court sentenced the accused to death. They 
are Ashraf Ali Ali Hussein, Mohamed Bakri Haroun, Hani Mustafa Amin 
Amer, Mohamed Ali Afifi, Abdel Rahman Sayyed Rezq, Khaled Farag 
Mohamed and Islam Sayyed Ahmed. Supposedly, their papers were to be 
referred to the Grand Mufti in August 2014. Meanwhile, both of Ahmed Abu 
Seria'a Mohamed and Hossam Hosni Abd Rabou.  

  
- During the hearing held on November 17, 2014, the Military Criminal Court 
in Suez sentenced Ahmed Youssif Khodary, student Al-Kasr Al-Aini Medicine 
College, and 17 others, over the case no. 166/2013 (military criminals), to 
prison terms range between life sentences and 7 years. These sentences came 
over the accusations of attacking the armored vehicles and stealing their 
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ammunitions, against the backdrop of their participation in the protest followed 
the dispersal of Raba'a Al-Adawiya sit-in in August 2014.  

  
-On December 25, the Military Misdemeanors Court in Matrouh issued 2 
verdicts, the first was in presence over the case no. 1488/2014 (Matrouh 
military misdemeanors), as Ahmed Sami Mohamed to be imprisoned for 2 
years, while Mohamed Sami Mohamed and Mohamed Hamed Hassanein were 
sentenced in absentia to 3 years. As for the second verdict, it was over the case 
no. 1487/2014 (military misdemeanors), whereas Ahmed Sami Mohamed was 
sentenced in presence to one year in prison, which both of Assran Metwali 
Hassan and Ahmed Mohamed Alaam were handed down a default sentence for 
2 years.  

 
Decisions by the Public Prosecution Concerning Referral to the Military 
Judiciary:  
- On December 13, 2014, public prosecutor Hesham Barakat referred 139 of 
MB and NASL backers to the military court over the charges of storming and 
setting fire to Abu Qurqas police station in Menya Governorate, in addition to 
killing two police men during the acts of violence started in the aftermath of 
dispersing Raba'a Al-Adawiya and Nahdet Misr sit-ins in August 2013.  
- At the end of December 2014, Councilor Ahmed Daebis, attorney general of 
South East Prosecutions, referred 15 students from Zagazig and Al-Azhr 
universities to the military court over the charges of storming a police club in 
Zagazig, stirring up riots, carrying out acts of violence and sabotage against the 
backdrop of their participation in a protest for “Students against Coup” 
Movement.  
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Part III: Democratic and Anti-Democratic Measures: 
First: The Presidential Elections: 
On Sunday April 20, the Supreme Elections Committee announced the deadline to 
run in Egypt's presidential election, which was scheduled to be held on 26 and 27 
May, 2014, and limited the competition to just two candidates: the former defense 
minister Field Marshal Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, and Hamdeen, the former presidential 
candidate, because they were able to meet the requirements to run, and also because 
they both got the required number of endorsements. 
The collection of endorsements and the candidacy process went smoothly without 
much trouble, except for some complaints of harassment during the endorsements 
collection that the members of Hamdeen's campaign has undergone. 
On May 26 the voting began in the first presidential elections after the overthrow of 
the Muslim Brotherhood in the July 3, 2013. The elections that were supposed to end 
on May 27 as it was announced earlier, got prolonged for another day to end on May 
28. Some of the elections observers called the electoral process a farce after 
prolonging the voting period for a third day without giving any reasons, and despite 
the official objection by the campaigns of both candidates Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and 
Hamdeen, yet they justified this prolongation due to the weak participation rate in the 
voting process. While the supporters of the Egyptian authorities and those in favor of 
the third day prolongation said that the Supreme Committee for Elections has the 
right to decide what it wants, and that this decision was in the best interest of the 
citizens and enables them to vote. 
Despite the fact that Lawyers for Democracy team has observed a significant decline 
in the participation rate and that the empty polling stations were at the forefront of the 
scene, the Supreme Committee for Elections announced a turnout rate of about 26 
million citizens in the electoral process, which is contrary to the many non-
governmental reports, some of which confirmed that the turnout rate did not exceed 
12%, while the Supreme Committee announced the turnout rate was estimated at 
44%. 
The campaign of presidential candidate Hamdeen, has declared that its delegates in 
the majority of the polling stations were subjected to attacks by security forces, they 
also got arrested, threatened, and also complaints were filed against them, in addition 
to abuses in granting them entry permits to the polling stations and in obtaining the 
endorsements by their candidate. 
On June 3 the Supreme Committee for Presidential Election announced the winning 
presidential candidate Abdel Fattah al-Sisi as the new President of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt, after he got up to about 97% of the total votes, while his rival candidate 
Hamdeen got 3% of the votes. 
This came after the committee rejected all appeals from the presidential candidate 
Hamdeen. 
On Sunday, June 8, Field Marshal Abdel Fattah al-Sisi was sworn in as President of 
the country was officially inaugurated to take over power. 
 
 



47 
 

Second: The attack against Civil Society (CSOs) and Human Rights 
organizations: 
2014 witnessed an escalation in securing measures by the Egyptian authorities against 
human rights organizations, as the pace of the campaign launched against 
organizations widened, and the smear campaigns and allegations of treason by means 
of official and private media known for its affiliation to the Egyptian authorities 
increased, along with the issuance of an ultimatum by the Ministry of Social 
Solidarity for civil society organizations urging them to register in accordance with 
the non-democratic law of civil society organizations and NGOs, which is 
contradictory to the work of civil society. No one knows the fate of this ultimatum til 
now, it is not clear yet what will the reaction of the State be towards the institutions 
that refuse to work under the umbrella of law No. 84 of 2002 for NGOs. Here are the 
details of the attacks against civil society and human rights organizations during 
2014: 
During May, 2 Civil Society and Human Rights organizations were attacked by the 
security forces: 

1- On May 22 the security forces stormed the headquarters of the ECESR - 
Egyptian Center for Economic and Social Rights in Alexandria, chasing the 
activists who took part in a conference to show solidarity with the prisoner of 
conscience Mahinour Al-Masry, and they arrested more than 17 activists, 
including journalists, lawyers (among them lawyers from The Arabic Network 
for Human Rights Information in Alexandria from the team of Lawyers for 
Democracy initiative), and they were released a short while after the arrest. 

2- At the beginning of May, the security forces imprisoned the founders of 
"Belady" Foundation 15 days pending investigation, after being accused of 
exploiting children and using them pro Muslim Brotherhood demonstrations, 
and sexual assault, against the backdrop of the foundation’s activity, which 
supports homeless children, and Aya Orabi the director of the foundation is still 
in custody. 

During June, 2 Civil Society and Human Rights organizations were attacked by 
the security forces: 
1- On June 12, thugs (baltageya) backed by security forces surrounded the 
building of the Syndicate of Journalists and attacked the participants of a 
conference, which was organized by human rights organizations to show solidarity 
with human rights activist Alaa Abdel Fattah and the protesters of the “Shura 
Council.” 
2- On June 14, security forces stormed the headquarters of the printing press 
where "Wasla", a newspaper issued by the Arabic Network for Human Rights 
Information was being printed, and confiscated issue number 72 of the newspaper, 
and also arrested the employee in charge of printing. They accused him of printing 
publications inciting to overthrow the regime, the prosecution decided to hold him 
in custody 4 days pending investigations, and then decided to release him. The 
confiscated copies of the newspaper have not been returned. 
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Meanwhile in July only one attack took place: 
On July 18, 2014 the official newspaper Al-Ahram published on page No. 22 
an announcement issued by the Ministry of Social Solidarity, in which the 
latter sends a warning to what it called "entities" that operate in the field of 
civil work, it threatened to dissolve them within 45 days, if they did not adjust 
their situation according to the infamous law of Egyptian NGOs No. 84 of 
2002, which makes them under the control of the state in shall they register 
under the Ministry of Social Solidarity and according to this law, which was 
considered by a number of civil society organizations, in a memorandum 
submitted to the Prime Minister, to be a blatant assault against stable legal 
mechanisms that has been in place for a long period of time, in the fields of 
law firms, and the activities of a developmental, academic or cultural nature. 
It considered that this could cause a great deal of damage to the Egyptian legal 
structure, and wastes what is left of the limited confidence in the legal and 
judicial systems in place. 
Which in turn, might lead to the closure of a huge number of human rights 
organizations, and the imprisonment of their staff. 

During August, 2 Civil Society and Human Rights organizations were also attacked 
by the security forces: 

1- On August 10, the security forces at Cairo airport prevented both the Executive 
Director of Human Rights Watch, Kenneth Roth, and the Executive Director of 
the Department of Middle East and North Africa, Sarah Leah Whitson, from 
entering Cairo. Immediately after their landing at Cairo International Airport, 
the authorities refused to allow them to enter without providing any grounds. 
The delegation of HRW went to Egypt to announce the findings of their report 
on the dispersal of Rabaa’ Al-Adaweya sit in. 

2- On August 29, the security forces in Alexandria arrested Prof. Mohamed Tarek, 
a teaching assistant at the Faculty of Science, Alexandria University, one of the 
witnesses and the sources for Human Rights Watch’s report. After a period of 
detention in an unknown location, he was charged with demonstrating without 
a permit, and joining a terrorist group, and moderating social networking pages 
that belong to the Muslim Brotherhood.  
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Third: Violent Incidents and Terrorist Attacks: 
Egypt has witnessed during 2014 an ongoing rise in the violent incidents and terrorist 
attacks that targeted the soldiers and officers of the army, the police, and the civilian 
population as well. The terrorist attacks has stricken many of the cities and 
governorates of Egypt, including Suez, Cairo and Alexandria, meanwhile Sinai is still 
the main hub for terrorist operations, which greatly hinders the return of stability to 
the Egyptian streets, and it is being used as a justification for many of the violations 
by the security forces that affect everyone. 
During 2014, Lawyers for Democracy has documented 87 terrorist operations. 
The following table shows the number terrorist operations per month: 

Number of Terrorist 
Operations 

Month 

2 January 
6 February 
13 March 
9 April 
2 May 
6 June 
10 July 
7 August 
9 September 
7 October 
11 November 
5 December 
87 Total Number of 

Terrorist Operations 
The following chart shows the number of terrorist operations per month: 
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The following table shows the number of terrorist operations in each city: 
Terrorist 

Operations 
City 

29 Cairo 
31 Sinai 
2 Alexandria 
3 Al-Minya 
1 Fayoum 
1 Menoufia 
1 Mansoura 
1 Suez 
3 Al-Sharkeya 
6 Giza 
3 El-Mahalla 
1 Tanta 
1 Ismailia 
1 El-Beheira 
3 Al-Gharbia 

87 Total Number 
of Terrorist 

Attacks 
 
The following chart shows the percentage of terrorist attacks per city: 
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Fourth: Freedom Restricting Legislations: 
In 2014 there was a major expansion by both presidents Adly Mansour, and Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi in their use of the legislative power that they enjoyed due to the absence 
of an elected parliament, they issued a torrent of laws and regulations that govern all 
aspects in Egypt, including a huge number of freedom restricting legislations. Most 
notably: 
- In September 2014, an amendment was made to Article 78 of the Penal 
Code, which made it one of the most elastic and ambiguous articles in the history of 
Egyptian legislation, if not the most elastic of all. The amendment used many 
ambiguous and vague words, such as the term "other things" and other terms that 
enables the authorities to crack down on civil society organizations, political parties, 
movements, and on all sorts of activities related to public work and makes it easier to 
bring them to trial on loose charges. 
Under that article the sanctions became more severe on anyone who receives for 
himself or even for others, or anyone who accepts or obtains even through 
intermediation, from any foreign entity or organization money whether liquid or 
transferred, or "other things" as the article goes, or even if he/she was promised 
anything of the sort, with the intention of committing a harmful action to national 
interests, or affecting independence of the country or its unity or territorial integrity 
or sovereignty, and other vague words, and the punishment amounts to the death 
penalty or a life sentence and a fine. 
- In September also, Sisi issued a Presidential Decree, under which police 
recruits are to be under the jurisdiction of military tribunals, instead of the 
normal judiciary. The text of Decree No. 130 of 2014, to amend the second paragraph 
of Article 94 of the Police Authority Act No. 109 of 1972, to become "the military 
judiciary and no other, is in charge of all crimes committed by soldiers recruited to 
the police service" according to the official gazette. 
- On Monday, October 27th President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi decreed a bill of 5 
articles, which gives by merit of the first article, the armed forces the authority to 
assist the police in securing public and vital facilities, and once the army enters any 
facility to be secured under this law, that facility becomes treated as a military 
facility. This decision allows for a dramatic expansion in military trials for civilians, 
as Article II states that the crimes which take place in the facilities mentioned in the 
initial article are under the jurisdiction of military judiciary. Article III determined a 
two year period under this law, while Article IV cancelled any provision in the law 
contrary to the text of this bill. 
- In November 2014 President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi issued a new 
unconstitutional law, which carried No. 140/2014, by which he gave himself the right 
as "The President of the Republic" to deport foreign defendants back to their 
countries, and also to transfer those who are convicted back to their countries too, 
which constitutes a discrimination between foreigners and Egyptians accused, and 
also constitutes a blatant assault on the principle of independence of the judiciary, and 
a violation of Article 184 of the Egyptian Constitution which is the article concerned 
with the independence of the judiciary. 
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Under this law the Australian journalist Peter Greste was released, and also the 
Egyptian Canadian journalist Mohamed Fadel Fahmy after he abdicated the Egyptian 
nationality, who were both sentenced to prison in the case of Al Jazeera English, 
known in the media as "the Marriott Lobby", yet their colleague Baher Mohammed is 
still imprisoned in the same case, along with other colleagues who remained behind 
bars just because they have the Egyptian nationality. 

 
Fifth: Arrests: 
In 2014, the Egyptian authorities continued to give priority to security solutions 
above political ones to confront problems and issues related to the public affairs. The 
security forces were free to deal with the protests and political opposition. In the 
period between July 2013 and till the end of 2014 the number of detainees in 
Egyptian prisons is estimated at around 42 thousand, according to estimates of the 
Arabic Network for Human Rights Information. 
The detainees, including a large number of children are behind bars according to 
decisions of pre-trial detention by various prosecutors and courts, taking advantage of 
a legislative amendment to the Code of Criminal Procedures, which was carried out 
by former president Adly Mansour during his term, which allows the imprisonment of 
the defendants pending investigations up to unlimited periods, which led to the 
conversion of pre-trial detention from a measure designed to protect investigations 
into a means of punishment. Lawyers for Democracy has been documenting during 
2014 hundreds of decisions to renew pre-trial detention for long periods in cases that 
were not referred to the judiciary. 
 
Sixth: The Violations of The New Egyptian Constitution: 
2014 has witnessed numerous violations of the Egyptian Constitution, which the 
Egyptian authorities called for citizens to participate in a referendum on it, and which 
enjoyed wide popular acceptance, according to the announced results. The following 
are among the most highlighted examples of the violations of the Egyptian 
constitution during 2014. 
 
Article 9: Equal Opportunities: 
The Violation: Citizen Rabaa' Lutfi who holds a Bachelor of Pedagogy was forced to 
make a case in order to change her name to "Rania" to be able to apply for a teaching 
position at the Ministry of Education, because after she submitted her application for 
the job, she was surprised that the official in charge, in the town of Mahmudiyah, 
Giza Governorate telling her that her application will not be accepted, because her 
name is "Rabaa'" and he then asked her to change her name. 
 
Article 54: Personal Freedom: 
The Violation: On Monday, August 25, 2014, at dawn, security forces arrested 
engineer, "Amr Mahmoud Othman," aged 31, from his house, although there is no 
proof that he has had any political activity, nor had he participated in any events 
involving violence. Despite all the complaints his family submitted to the public 
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prosecutor, they did not know his whereabouts or the charges pressed against him 
until one month after his arrest. This case is just an example of an incident that has 
occurred frequently during 2014 
 
Article 55: The Rights of Prisoners and Detainees: 
The Violation: In May 2014, a number of prisoners jailed in "Wadi al-Natrun 
Prison," lodged complaints against Brigade "Said Tawfiq Abu Ahmed" head of 
security in "Menofia", and leaders of the "Wadi al-Natron" prison, accusing them of 
torture and depriving them of food, against the backdrop of their activity inside the 
prison demanding their legal and humanitarian rights. Although the public prosecutor 
has ordered opening an investigation into the reports and complaints submitted at the 
beginning of June 2014, yet none of the defendants accused of this violation has been 
punished so far. 
 
Article 57: The Sanctity of Private Life: 
The Violation: Numerous complaints were made by the victims of the violation of 
their privacy of telephone conversations, as a journalist who works at a private 
satellite channel "Al-Qahera Wal Nas," began to publish and broadcast those 
conversations, in an action that lacks the minimum degree of media professionalism, 
but to no avail, as this journalist has not been held accountable for this crime in any 
legal form. 
 
Article 63: Which Prohibits Forced and Arbitrary Displacement: 
The Violation: The government forced the displacement of the people who live in the 
border area of “Rafah” along the frontier with the Gaza Strip, after more than 30 
soldiers were killed in an attack on an ambush of the army in "Karam al-Kawadis," in 
North Sinai Governorate. 
 
Article 67: Freedom of Artistic and Literary Creativity: 
The Violation: The public prosecution did not order the confiscation of any books, 
yet it did not intervene to deter those who did, despite the unconstitutionality of such 
a measure, thus, there were several incidents in which books got confiscated 
including: 
1- The confiscation of the novel "Hojada" by Egyptian film director Raafat el-Mihi. 
In addition to confiscating the Complete Works of Khalil Gibran, in April 2014 . 
Despite the fact that it was being printed and distributed in Egypt before. 
2- On August 30, 2014, the censorship authority confiscated five books published by 
"Dar al-Tanwir", after the copies arrived from the editorial printing press in "Beirut" 
at Cairo airport, and the books are: "An Introduction to Semiotics" by the late thinker 
"Nasr Hamed Abu Zeid," "In Praise of Love" by the French philosopher "Alain 
Badiou,"  the novel "al-Mabrouma" by "Rabee Jaber" , along with Salman Rushdie's 
novel "Midnight's Children", and "silk" for Alessandro Baricco. 
Article 70: On Freedom of Press, Printing and Publishing & Article 71: That bans 
Censoring and Confiscating Newspapers and Media Outlets: 
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The Violation: On June 14, 2014 security forces stormed the headquarters of the 
printing press that prints the newspaper "Wasla" issued by the Arabic Network for 
Human Rights Information, and confiscated the copies of issue number 72 of the 
newspaper, arrested the employee in charge of printing, and accused him of printing 
leaflets inciting to overthrow the regime, the prosecution decided to imprison him for 
4 days pending investigations, and then released him and did not return the 
confiscated copies. 
 
Article 75: The Right to form Associations and Civil Organizations upon 
Notification: 
The Violation: In mid-May, 2014, the security forces imprisoned the founders of 
Beladi (My Country) Foundation for 15 days pending probe, after pressing charges of 
exploiting children in MB protests and sexually assaulting them against them, on the 
backdrop of the foundation’s activity that support the homeless children. 
Article 184: The Independence of The Judiciary: 
The Violation: President Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi issued law No. 140/2014 on 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014, by which he gave himself the right to deport foreign 
defendants back to their countries, bypassing the jurisdiction of the Egyptian 
judiciary. 
 
Article 204: The Military Judiciary: 
The Violation: On October 27, President Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi issued a law that 
consists of 5 articles. Its first article authorizes the armed forces to help the police in 
securing the public and vital facilities, and when the army interferes to secure any 
facility, it thereafter becomes under the military rule, according to the law. This 
decree also allows the dramatic expansion in the military trials for civilians. 
Article 230: Presidential and Parliamentary Elections: 
The Violation: This was a transitional article, which did not specify whether to hold 
the presidential elections first, or the parliamentary. It left that open to be determined 
by the law. Yet it did specify that under all circumstances, “the second elections” 
whichever it might be, is to be celebrated within a period that does not exceed 6 
months from the first, and even though a year has gone by since the new Constitution 
was adopted, and the presidential elections were celebrated first, the parliamentary 
elections have not been held yet. 
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Part IV: Freedom of Expression in Egypt during 2014 
  

First: Freedom of Expression's Environment in Egypt and the Influential 
Platforms during 2014: 
 

Protest Law: 
Even though the Protest Law was passed during the interim president’s, Adly 
Mansour, rule in 2013, the violations committed against activists and journalists by 
virtue of this law are still continuing. Despite the fact that the oppositional parties, 
activists and civil society groups called for abrogating this law or even amending it, 
but there is no response by the authorities so far. And the demand of abrogating this 
law, or amending it, is, however, still presenting, in addition to challenging it before 
the Supreme Constitutional Court for its express violation of the new Egyptian 
Constitution along with the successive constitutions, but the Protest Law is still 
applicable, whereas numerous activists and citizens are being brought to trials by it.   
   
Examples of Prisoners of Conscience between Torture and Using Pre-trial 
Detention as a Punishment: 
Generally, the prisoners and detainees in Egypt suffer from poor conditions and 
maltreatment inside the prisons, while these poor conditions could be doubled if we 
talk, in particular, about the state of prisoners of conscience inside the Egyptian 
prisons, in a retaliatory attempt, with the proliferation of using the prolonged periods 
of pre-trial detention as a punishment. 
 
- In July 2014, the Arabic Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI) filed a 
complaint no. 15305/2014 (South of Cairo prosecution) to the Public Prosecutor, to 
report an incident of physical assault against defendant “Mahmoud Mohamed” under 
temporary detention since January 25, 2014 pending the case no. 715 (El Marg 
administrative). The complaint included that the defendant had experienced recurrent 
assault inside his cell, and his brother, activist “Tareq Tito” was banned from visiting 
him. Noticeably, Mahmoud Mohamed was arrested from Al-Marg checkpoint during 

the 3
rd

 anniversary of January 25 Revolution while he was heading towards his 
house. The arrest was owing to his T-shirt, which he was wearing, with the slogan 
“Nation without Torture” printed on it and a Jan 25 Revolution-printed scarf. He was 
brought to Al-Merg police station, where he was tortured and interrogated, and then 
they accused him of joining a terrorist group, possessing explosives and Molotov 
cocktails and inciting acts of violence. 

  
- On July 26, 2014, photojournalist “Ahmed Gamal Zeyada”, who works for Yqeen 
News Network, was transferred to disciplinary segregation following a decision by 
the Prison Department, against the backdrop of filing a complaint against the prison 
administration after being assaulted by a police officer and some informants inside 
“Abu Zaabal” prison. He spent 3 days in a cell with enough room for just one person 
and with just one ventilation shaft. Noteworthy, Zeyada was arrested on September 
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28, 2013, during his coverage of clashes between the security forces and Al-Azhr 
University's students. He faced several accusations, including protesting without prior 
notice, blocking the roads and calling for overthrowing the regime. Remarkably, he is 
still in prison since his arrest. 
 
Empty Stomachs Battle:  
           A quote said by a group of prisoners of conscience, announcing the start of the 
empty stomachs battle of their hunger strike until their demands of releasing all the 
detainees are met, in addition to eradicating the Protest Law, which is being used to 
repress any dissident and because of it most of prisoners of conscience are languished 
in the Egyptian prisons. To show support to their demands, a group of activists, not 
inside the prisons, joined the hunger strike, while another group announced their 
temporary strike as a clear and stated solidarity stance concerning their demands. 
Thus, number of the hunger strikers, inside and outside the Egyptian prisons, reached 
approximately 142 people. 

  
  

Violations against Universities’ Students Escalate: 
- The Administrate Judicial Court, on July 6, 2014, upheld the dismissal of a 
university student for one semester because he insulted Dr. Ali Goma'a, Egypt's 
former Grand Mufti, by saying this phrase “Allah will suffice me and He is the best 
guardian”. Although that phrase is not defamation, the decision was taken on the 
pretext that the way by which the student said was implicitly a kind of insult. 

  
- In August 2014, Minister of Higher Education Dr. “Sayyed Abdel Khaleq”, banned 
any political action or partisan activity inside the universities starting from the 
coming academic year, and ended up the student families based on partisan 
foundation. 
 
- In September 2014, students of the Faculty of Economics and Political Science were 
prevented from setting up a camp for communications, although they want to set it up 
in a state-related place not in a secret or unstated location. In addition, they selected a 
group of professors with diverse orientation, not MB-oriented, and set a cultural 
program and political activity for the students, which are related to their study. 
Nevertheless, the dean made a decision to prevent them from setting up the camp. 
 
- On September 1, Ain Shams University's Faculty of Arts compelled the students 
applying for admission to sign a pledge so as to respect the university instructions 
and not to practice any political or religious actions inside the campus. This measure 
was carried out in a number of other universities. 
 
- Dr. Gaber Nassar, President of Cairo University, on September 15, issued a number 
of decisions to curb the student activities inside the university, such as dissolving all 
the student families based on partisan foundation and banning the demonstrations 
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inside the dormitories. As well, he informed the administrative security agents to ban 
the entry of any student wearing a T-shirt refers to any political or partisan 
movement. On the other hand, a camp that was being prepared by the students' unity 
of the Faculty of Economics and Political Science to hold a cultural program entitled 
“Political Discussion of Students of Politics” was banned by Cairo University 
President Gaber Nassar.   
 
- On September 21, Al-Azhr University suspended a PhD researcher named 
“Mohamed Ibrahim Abu Eitta”, whose PhD is about “"The issue of governance 
between the contemporary secular and Islamist groups currents”. His degree was 
suspended because his PhD attacks the June 30 protests and describes it as a coup. 
 
Targeting Satirist Bassem Youssef 
- Since the rule of deposed president “Mohamed Morsi”, more than 30 reports had 
been filed against media professional “Bassem Youssef”, and his program, which was 
then aired on CBC channel, was suspended. In February 2014, the program started to 
be aired on MBC Misr, and after 10 episodes during which the broadcast was 
jammed; in addition to the attempts of suspending and confiscating the program. 
Eventually, MBC Misr decided to completely suspend the program. Therefore, satirist 
Youssef announced to his audience that he would stop presenting the program, in fear 
of his life and his family due to the threats he received, which to some extent reached 
to besieging “Radio” theater, where he was shooting the episodes. 
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Second: Various Encroachments on Press & Media Freedoms and Freedom of 
Creativity: 

  
The year 2014 ended up while approximately 63 Egyptian journalists are behind the 
bar, whether due to pre-trial detention decisions or to different judicial rulings. 
Lawyers for Democracy Initiative's team monitored various 98 violations against 
press and media freedom as well as the freedom of creativity in 2014. Following are 
the details.   
 
The table below shows the different violations of the freedom of expression in 
2014: 

Different Violations Number of Violations 
Physical Attacks 27 
Detention & Arrest 12 
Ban on Coverage 22 
Prosecution's Investigations 6 
Raid on Media HQ 1 
Censorship, Ban & Confiscation 11 
Travel Ban 1 
Hesba Complaints 5 
Suspension 4 
Anti-Internet Freedom Fatwas 1 
Judicial Rulings 3 
Military Rulings 1 
Live Broadcast Cutting off 1 
Ban on Satellite Channels Broadcast 2 
Killing Journalists 1 
Total Violations 98 
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The following chart shows the percentage of the different violations of freedom 
of expression in 2014: 

 
  

The following chart shows the different violations of the freedom of expression 
in 2014: 
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Examples of Violations Committed against Journalists & Media Professionals 
during 2014  

1- Physical Assaults: 
In 2014, some media-figures and journalists experienced physical attacks represented 
in 27 cases monitored by Lawyers for Democracy Initiative’s team, below are the 
examples on those attacks:  

-On January 25, crew of “AlAlam” channel was assaulted during the coverage 
of protests staged by political powers in Mustafa Mahmoud Square. The crew 
was shot by cartridges, leading to the injury of a cameraman named Mahmoud 
Bayoumi, while voice engineer Ali Abdel-Wahab fainted following an injury to 
his head. On the other hand, all the equipment and cameras of the channel were 
smashed and others were lost.  

 
-“Youm 7” News Website’s reporter and photographer Khaled Hussein and 
“Sada Al-Balad” channel’s reporter Amr Sayyed were shot by cartridge during 
their coverage of clashes between the security forces and students protesting in 
Cairo University, on Monday April 14. As a consequence, they were 
immediately brought to the students’ hospital in Giza in a critical condition. 
Thereafter, they were transferred to Kasr Al-Aini Hospital to have urgent 
operations.  

 
-On August 14, the security forces and civilians, likely belong to affiliated to 
the forces, beat both of Ahmed Abdel-Gawad, photographer for Shorouk 
newspaper, and Mahmoud Bakar, photographer for ElBadil News Portal, as 
well as Azza Fadaly, photojournalist for Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper, while 
they were covering the clashes between MB backers and police forces in 
Ahmed Zaki Street, Hadaeq Maadi, during the anniversary of Raba’a Al-
Adawiya sit-in dispersal.  

 
-On October 20, a security agent, affiliated to Falcon Company in Al-Azhar 
University, attacked a photojournalist works for “Youm7” news website, and 
inhibited her of shooting the security agents’ entry to the campus so as to break 
up a student protest.  

 
-On October 22, a security agent of Falcon Company at Cairo University 
assaulted a photographer works for “Youm7” newspaper named Ahmed Hosni, 
while he was photographing the protests set at the university on that day.  
 
-On November 7, the security guards of Al-Ramad Hospital in Alexandria 
attacked “Veto” gate reporter along with a number of other newspapers’ 
reporters, over and above they had been prevented from shooting huge fire 
started inside the hospital’s corridors. On top of that, the guards affronted the 
reporters and threatened them with smashing their cameras if they wouldn’t 
leave.  
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-The board of Al-Hussein Bin Ali School of America Educational Department, 
west Alexandria, on November 18, detained both of Hadeel Essam, Al-Tahrir 
News Portal reporter, and Azza Ahmed, Al-Dostour newspaper reporter, and 
prevented them from carrying out their work. The school's board, moreover, 
inspected their laptops and cameras and deleted all the content concerns the 
school. On top of that the two journalists were forced to sign a report , as the 
board threatened them with sending the report to the security bodies in case 
they publish any news about the school.  

  
2- Arrest & Detention:  

Several journalists and media professions during 2014 arrested while they were 
carrying out their work. Lawyers for Democracy’s team has monitored 12 cases, 
below are the most salient:  

-On January 25, the security bodies stopped ElBawaba news reporter, Samah 
Farag, as she was covering incidents and clashes between a number of 
revolutionary movements and security forces in Mustafa Mahmoud Square. 
They detained her and seized her own camera and her ID as well. Moreover, 
some people, who were with the forces, assaulted her, accusing her of working 
for Al Jazeera channel.  

  
-The security forces responsible for securing the presidential elections at 
Abbass Helmy School in Al-Betaash, Alexandria, on May 26, arrested both of 
Mustafa Fathy. Al-Dostour newspaper reporter and Osama Al-Kilany while 
they were covering the polling process for being suspected. Shortly after their 
detention, they were set free.  

 
-On May 26, the security forces arrested Yanair Gate reporter Mamdouh 
Gamal, from Giza outside Al-Orman School in Dokki for shooting the wastes 
of the presidential elections, and he was released following a short period.  
 

 
- On November 12, the security forces detained French journalist “Alain 
Gresh”- Chief Editor of Le Monde Diplomatique- along with two Egyptian 
journalists were sitting in a café near the British Embassy, discussing political 
matters. They were then released after restoring their IDs.  

 
 

-No less than 6 journalists had been arrested and beaten prior to their release 
from Abdeem police station, as they were just covering the demonstrations 
kicked off on November 25 in Abdel-Monim Riayad Square, adjacent to Tahrir 
Square, in protests against the acquittal of ousted president Mohamed Hosni 
Mubarak.  

       - On June 12, in Alexandria, security forces abducted Abdel Rahman Abdel 
Salam- journalist working at Karmooz electronic newspaper- while he was doing a 
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field report about Hanovil market. The journalist was sent to “Al-Kahraba” 
Detectives at Salahuddin St, Al-Attaryeen. He was interrogated by the Egyptian 
National Security Investigations, and was released on the same day without being 
referred to the prosecution. 

 
3- Ban on Coverage: 

Lawyers for Democracy has monitored 22 cases of ban on field coverage by 
journalists and media-figures in 2014, below are some examples: 

-In January, the security forces prevented both of Khaled Hussein, reporter for 
“Youm7” newspaper, and Sahar Ali, Veto news website’s reporter, from 
shooting the clashes erupted between the security forces and supporters of 
deposed president Morsi in Al-Mataryia area, whereas they were on Al-Huriya 
Street to shoot that clashes. However, their cameras were seized and they were 
asked about their journalistic IDs so as to hinder their coverage for one hour.  

 
 

-In February, Alexandria Criminal Court inhibited the journalists and media 
representatives of attending the hearing of those who are charged with 
throwing the kids off the roof in Sidi Gaber area. In the meanwhile, it allowed 
Egyptian TV’s reporter to enter the court hall.  

 
-On June 3, Cairo Criminal Court, convened at Police Trustees Institute, 
prevented the attendance of journalists and media professional in the trial of 73 
defendants, who are charged with doing acts of violence in front of the  
Memorial in Naser City on July 27. No reasons were announced for the ban. 

 
-On May 27, Lawyers for Democracy’s team monitored 6 ban cases for 
journalists working for independent newspapers to cover the polling in the 
presidential elections during the third day, which the Supreme Committee for 
Elections expanded, alleging their clearance is for the first two days only.  

 
-On August 19, officials of the ministerial council issued a coordinating 
decision of banning Ismailia city’s journalists from attending the international 
press conference held on the same day in the “Simulation Center” at Suez 
Canal Authority. The conference was to announce the coalition that won the 
development of Suez Canal Axis, and only allowing the journalists of cabinet.   
 
4- Investigations:  

In 2014, the prosecution investigated with 6 journalist monitored by the team, the 
most salient are below:  

-The security forces arrested Yemeni journalist Firas Al-Shamsan while he was 
shooting in Cairo international book fair. The prosecution interrogated  him 
over the accusations of possessing recordings “videos and camera” that call for 
suspending the provisions of the Constitution and law, precluding state 
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institutions and public authorities from doing their work and attacking personal 
freedom of citizens and other rights that are guaranteed by law and 
Constitution. However, he was released two weeks after his detention.  

 
- The security services arrested a photojournalist at “Masr Alarabia” website, 
Omar Abdel Maksoud, while he was covering, upon his website's order, “Al-
Sobou’a ( a ceremony when a newborn completes 7 days)” of Dahab’s 
daughter, who was being detained in the hospital during her pregnancy over 
accusations of disrupting the referendum on the Constitution. The 
photojournalist was referred to the prosecution, which decided his 
imprisonment for 15 days pending investigations. Then, he was released after 
completing the 15 days.  
  
5- Raid on Media Outlets’ HQ:  

The year 2014 witnessed one case of storming the headquarters of media outlets, by 
the security forces, arresting its workers and bringing them to trial: 
 
 
-In February, Egyptian security forces stormed the headquarters of Yqeen News 
Network and Hasri News Network in Cairo, and arrested their crew to appear before 
the prosecution over the accusations of disseminating false news on the Internet 
without license. The prosecution then released them on bail.  
 

6- Censorship, Ban & Confiscation:  
Lawyers for Democracy has monitored 11 cases of ban on writing, appearing on 
media and confiscation of creative and journalistic works, the following are some 
salient examples: 

-In January, both of Alhaya and Mehwar channels informed the official of 
Egyptian Media Production City that the two channels will not air the series 
“People of Alexandria”, authored by Belal Fadl, directed by Khairi Beshara 
and starred by Hesham Selim, Amr Waked and Bassma, despite the fact that 
they had previously announced that the series would be aired.  

 
-On March 13, 2014, the presidential guard precluded singer Mohamed 
Mohsen from performing in the Art Festival, in the attendance of President 
Adly Mansour and Field Marshal Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi. 

 
-Columnist and Professor Nader Al-Fergani, on May 25, announced that Al-
Ahram newspaper refused to publish any of his articles. It is likely that the 
reason of this ban is that Al-Fergani has criticized Field Marshal Abdel-Fattah 
Al-Sisi and the current regime in Egypt.   

  
- On June 2, Satirist “Bassem Youssef”, presenter of “Al-Bernameg” show, 
held a press conference at Radio Masr Theater, downtown. Youssef clarified 
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the reasons behind the suspension of his show on “MBC Misr” channel. He 
emphasized that the suspension decision was made by the channel without 
watching the episode that was recently recorded and banned from being aired.   

 
- On August 31, the censorship agency confiscated three issues from Dar al-
Tanweer after they arrived to Egypt from Beirut publishing house. They are the 
book of “Introduction to Semiotics” prepared by the deceased intellectual Nasr 
Hamid Abu-Zaid and a study of praising love to the French philosopher “Alain 
badiou” and al-Mabrouma to the novelist “Rabiee Gaber” without reasons. 
 
- Columnist Mohamed Fathy announced that he suspended his articles in El-
Watan newspaper against the backdrop of the inhibition of publishing that 
article criticizes Field Marshal Al-Sisi. The article is entitled “Edemoh.. 
Kawyemoh and Elbesouh”. 
 
- A security body confiscated the issue of Wednesday, October 1, of Al-Masry 
Al-Youm newspaper before it was being printed. The issue wasn't released till 
deleting the eighth and last episode of a report entitled “The Fox”, which was 
written by Mohamed Sayyed Saleh. The issue then was printed and distributed. 
 
 - Al-Ahram Printing House, responsible for printing a number of newspapers' 
issues refrained from printing the issue of September 13 of “Al-Masriyoon” 
weekly, after some security bodies announced their rejection for a number of 
topics and articles in the issue. Thereafter, an approval of its printing it was 
announced 8 hours later.  

  
- The security bodies presumed its intransigence with organizers of Al-Fan 
Midan, which is organized at the beginning of every month, through delaying 
the clearance  necessary for holding the festival, which postponed it to 
September 13. 
 
- In December, head of Egyptian Radio banned the songs of singer Hamza 
Namera from being aired on the Egyptian Radio because of criticizing the 
authorities.  
 
7- Travel Ban:  

A travel ban on a columnist was issued throughout 2014:  
-On May 23, prominent columnist Fahmy Huwaida was banned from traveling 
by the security bodies, as he was finishing the travel procedures in Cairo 
Airport. No grounds announced for the ban or even he was able to check any 
judicial decision or a notice from the public prosecution concerning the legality 
of such a ban.  
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8- Hesba Cases 
In 2014, Lawyers for Democracy Initiative monitored 5 Hesba complaints against 
journalists and media professionals, below are some examples: 

- At the end of June, a government-backed citizen filed a report to the public 
prosecutor against “Al- Masriyoon” website; demanding probe with those who 
are responsible for the website over an accusation of insulting Islam.  

 
- On July 8, Brigade Ibrahim Abdel Aati, the inventor of a device claimed to be 
a treatment to Virus C, filed a complaint to the Attorney-General. He 
demanded to open an investigation with journalist “Antar Abdel-Latif”, who 
works at Sawt El Oma newspaper, on account of a report made by a female 
journalist on the device. 
 
-On August 4, Fareed Al-Deeb, lawyer of former president Mohamed Hosni 
Mubarak and his sons, filed a report to the public prosecutor against Mohamed 
Amin, a journalist for Al-Masry Al-Youm, as the latter has written an article, in 
which he described the witnesses of “The Trial of the Century”, Omar Suliman 
and Tantawi, as Mubarak-era figures. 
 
- On August 11, Talal Al-Gamal- general coordinator of “Misr Tonadeeq” 
(Egypt Needs You) campaign- filed a complaint to judge Mohamed Al-Zonfoli, 
attorney general of Demiatte Prosecutions, accusing media-figure Mahmoud 
Saad, presenter of “Akher Al-Nahar” talk show, of attempting to overthrow the 
regime. 

  
- In December, the Ministry of Interior filed a complaint to the public 
prosecutor against Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper because of publishing 
reportage entitled “Surprise... the  suicide bomber who blew  Dakahlia Security 
Directorate is an informant to the ministry”. 
 
9- Suspension: 

Lawyers for Democracy has monitored 4 cases of suspension for media professionals 
due to their opinions they expressed in their programs, some of them are the 
following: 

-On May 15, Maspero Board suspended media-figure Bothaina Kamelfrom 
presenting the news in the Egyptian TV. Kamel has attributed this suspension 
to that chain with crescent and cross icons she was wearing, while the board 
justified the decision, saying; she wasn’t committed to the female newscasters’ 
uniform.   

  
- On July 10, Essam Al-Amir, the chairman of the Egyptian Radio and 
Television Union, issued a decision to suspend “Hekmat Abdel-Hameed”, the 
broadcaster of “Sabah Al-Kher ya Masr” (Good Morning, Egypt), for a week; 
for addressing the war on Gaza in the program. 
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-At the beginning of December, Nile Radio's Board suspended radio caster 
“Aida Saudi”, presenter of “Studio Hits” on the Nile Network, because she 
commented on Mubarak's acquittal. Then, she was referred to investigation. 
She went back to work after the president's intervention.  

  
10-Anti- Internet Freedom Religious Fatwa 

Lawyers for Democracy monitored throughout 2014 one religious fatwa against the 
right to Internet: 
- On August 31, Dar Al-Ifta Al-Missriyyah in Egypt ( a body for Islamic consultancy)  
renewed a fatwa of prohibiting chatting between the two genders on the Internet in 
order avoid any risks on the society, according to Dar Al-Ifta.  

  
11-Judicial Rulings:  

Throughout 2014, 3 final judicial rulings over opinion trials were monitored by 
Lawyers for Democracy:  

- On June 23, Giza Criminal Court, presided over by Counselor Mohamed 
Nagy Shehata, sentenced a number of journalists and media professionals 
working for Al-Jazeera, Peter Greste and Mohamed Fadel Fahmy, to rigorous 
imprisonment ranging between 7 to 10 years over the accusations of joining a 
banned group, spreading false news and possessing leaflets and records include 
the ideology of an illegally-founded group.  

  
- In October, Cairo Criminal Court fined both of judge Hesham Genena, head 
of the Central Auditing Organization (CAO), and Mohamed Al-Sanhouri, a 
reporter at Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper, EGP 30.000 per capita. Meanwhile, 
Madgy Al-Galad, former editor-in-chief of Al-Masry Al-Youm, was fined EGP 
20.000 over defamation charges, after publishing news about the Judges Club 
and its Head, Judge Ahmed Al-Zend. 

- In December, Al-Dokki Misdemeanors Court, headed by Counselor Ahmed 
Al-Douski, fined Abdel-Halim Kandil- Editor-in-chief of Sout Alomma 
newspaper, EGP10.000 and carried journalist Abdel-Latif Anter, who works at 
the same newspaper, to a one year in prison suspended sentence and bail of 
EGP1000, in addition to a fine of EGP 30.000. Moreover, they were compelled 
to pay EGP10.001 over the defamation case filed by businessman Alaa Al-
Kahky, Chairman of the Board of Al-Nahar Channels and owner of Media Line 
for Advertising Company after publishing false news about him.  

  
12- Military Rulings against Journalists:  

A military ruling against journalists was issued throughout 2014:  
-On April 10, 2014, North Cairo Military Court acquitted journalist Amr 
Salama Al-Qazaz and imprisoned journalist Islam Al-Hamsi for one year and 
fined him EGP 500. Also, soldier Mohamed Abdel-Monim Nasr was sentenced 
in presence for 3 years and a fine of EGP 500, meanwhile, Amr Farag and 
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Omar Shaheen, founders of Rassd News Network, were sentenced in absentia 
to 3 years and EGP500 fine.  
13- Rulings Ban Satellite Channels’ Broadcast:  

Two verdicts to ban satellite channels returned in 2014 
-On September 2, 2014, the Administrative Judicial Court issued two verdicts 
to ban the broadcast of “Al-Jazeera Mubasher Misr” and “Raba'a” channels on 
the satellite “Nilesat”, for allegedly being biased. Such a move is ironic 
particularly if we look at the state media and the regime's mouths we watch 
daily.  

 
14- Cutting Off Live Broadcast:  
The year 2014 witnessed live broadcast cut off while media-figures presenting 
their programs: 
-On October 20, Dream Satellite Channels’ Board cut off the live broadcast of 
“Al-Ashera Masa’an (10:00 PM)” talk show, presented by media professional 
Wael Al-Ibrashi. This move was due to displaying a number of cases for the 
Ministries of Health and Education’s negligence.  

  
  

15- Killing Journalists:  
Throughout 2014, one journalist was killed during the field coverage : 
Journalist Mayada Ashraf, worked for Misr Al-Arabia Association, was shot 
dead during her coverage of events against the so-called “military coup” in Ain 

Shams district, dated 28
th

 of March, 2014, by unknown gunmen.   
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Annex 1 
Names of Journalists in Egyptian Prisons till the End of 2014 

 
At least 63 Egyptian journalist, till the release of this report, are languished in the Egyptian 
prisons. Their Names are: 
 

No. Journalist's Name Newspaper- Website- 
Channel 

The Condition 

1 Magdy Ahmed Hussein
 

 
Editor-in-chief of 

ElShaab Newspaper 
 

  

of July, 2014 
st

On remand since the 1 

2 Hany Salah Al-Din 
 

Managing editor of  
Youm 7 Newspaper 

  

On remand since the
 28th

 of 
November, 2013 

  
  

3  
Ahmed Ezz Al-Din 

 

 
Managing editor of 
ElShaab Newspaper 

 

  

On remand since the 28
th

 of January, 
2014 

  
  

4  
Mohsen Rady 

 

 
Managing Editor of 

Commerce Magazine 

  
September 2014On remand since   

  
5 Ahmed Sabe'a Head of AlAqsa Sat 

Channel's Cairo office 
 

  
On remand since October, 4, 2013  

  
6  

Ibrahim Al-Dawari 
Journalist-  Institute for 
Palestine Studies (IPS) 

  
On remand since October, 2013 

  
7 Mosa'ad Al-Barbary 

 
 

 
Director of Ahrar 25 

TV 

  
of April,   rdOn remand since the 3

2014  
  

8 Ali Abdelaal 
 
 

Editor-in-Chief of 
Islamion Website 

of  
 

thOn remand since the 18
November, 2014  

  
9 Samhi Mustafa A founder of Rassd 

News Network 
of August,  thOn remand since the 25

2014  
  

10  
Baher Mohamed Hazem 

Ghorab 

 
Al Jazeera English 

 
Jailed for 7 years in virtue of 

judgment over the case of Al Jazeera 
known as “Marriott Cell” 

11 Mohamed Salah AlShab Al-Gadeed handed down a 3 years in prison 
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newspaper sentence 
 

12  
Ahmed Gamal Zeyada

 

 
Yqeen Network 
Photographer 

 
On remand since December 28, 2013 

13 Omar Abdel-Maksoud 
 
 

Masr AlArabia Website He has been forcibly disappeared  
since April 2014. In September, he 

appeared before the prosecution over 
accusation of protesting and he was 
then sent on remand. Furthermore, a 

default life sentence was handed 
down against him over another case 

of setting fire to a police car. 
14 Mahmoud Abu Zaid 

Shoukan 
 

Demotix Agency 
photographer 

  
On remand since August 14, 2013 

15  
Abdel Rahman Shaheen

Journal of Freedom & 
Justice 

He is jailed for 3 years besides a fine 
upon a judicial ruling issued by Suez 
Misdemeanors Court on December 

26, 2014. 
 

16 Ramy Kedees Jan 
 

Elfagr Newspaper   
He is banned from traveling and on 
remand since November 28, 2014. 

  
17 Ahmed Al-Agouz 

 
Journal of Freedom & 

Justice 
 

of April,  
st

On remand since the 1
2014  
  

18 Mohamed Al-Yamany 
 

 
Journal of Freedom & 

Justice 

  

of  
th

On remand since the 12
February, 2014  

  
19 Hossam Eissa 

 
Misr 25 Channel   

  
of April,  ndOn remand since the 2

2014  
  

20 Mohamed Madany 
 

Misr 25 Channel   
of March,  thOn remand since the 18

2014  
  

21 Khaled Hamdy 
 

Misr 25 Channel   

On remand since the 1
th

 of March 
over spy charges 
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22 Gamal Al-Alam 
 

Misr 25 Channel   
Imprisoned since the 3rd  of April, 

2014 
  

23 Osama Ezz Al-Din Misr 25 Channel   
  

on remand since August, 2013 
24 Mohamed Hegazy Misr 25 Channel Sentenced to 3 years in prison 
25 Mohamed Al-Adly Amgad TV   

On remand since the 23rd of August, 
2013, over the case of “Raba'a 

Operations Room” 
  

26 Hassan Ibrahim Al-
Bana 

Freelance photographer   
On remand since February 2014 

27 Abdullah Al-Fakharany
 
 

Rassd News Network On remand since the 25th of August, 
2014 

 
28 Mahmoud Abdel Naby 

Awad 
 

Rassd News Network   
on remand in Borg Al-Aqrap prison 

since the 3rd of July in 2013 
29 Ibrahim Abdel Naby 

Awad 
Rassd News Network   

On remand since the 3rd of July, 2013 
 

30 Khaled Abdel Raouf 
Salhoub 

 

Rassd News Network   
on remand since January 2014 in Al-

Aqrab prison 
31 Khaled Hamza Ikhwan Web He was sentenced to one year in 

prison on May 7, 2014 
32 Sayyed Mousa Amgad TV on remand since the 1st of September 

2013 
33 Ahmed Khamis Freelance Reporter On remand since the 23rd of August, 

2013 
34 Ahmed Ali Al-Naggar Freelance Photographer   

In jail since the 23rd of August, 2013 
35 Osama Al-Amricany Freelance Photographer On remand since the 23rd of August, 

2013 
36 Sameh Al-Balah Freelance Journalist Giza Criminal Court sentenced him 

to one year on January 1, 2015 
37 Kareem Mustafa Correspondent  

On remand since the 28th of 
September, 2013 

 
38 Omar Ahmed Freelance Photographer On remand since the 13th of June, 

2014, over spreading false news 
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charges 
39 Mohamed Ezzat Ikhwan Online 

 
On remand since the 29th of June, 

2014 
 

40 Abdullah Shusha Amgad TV   
On remand since the 22nd of 

September, 2013, over spreading 
false news charges 

41 Omran Ashour 
Mohamed Ahmed 

Freelance reporter 
 
 

 
On remand since the 17th of 

February, 2014 
 

42 Ashraf Mahmoud 
Khalifa 

Journal of Freedom & 
Justice 

 
On remand since the 14th of June, 

2014 
 

43 Ahmed Abdel-Hamid 
Awad 

Freelance reporter- Al 
Jazeera 

 

On remand since the 28th of Mar, 
2014 after shooting the elections 
polls in Qalubiya Governorate 

44 Abdel-Rahman Labib 
Hendiya 

Freelance reporter- Al 
Jazeera 

On remand since the 18th of 
December, 2013 over shooting the 

university's protests charges 
45 Ahmed Fouad 

Moahmed Al-Sayyed 
Karmoz Website  

On remand since the 3rd anniversary 
of the revolution 

46 Shady Abdel Hamid Freelance reporter- Al 
Jazeera 

 
He was sentenced to 7 years over Al 

Jazeera case known as “Marriott” 
47 Suhaib Mohamed Freelance reporter- Al 

Jazeera 
 

He was sentenced to 7 years over Al 
Jazeera case known as “Marriott” 

48 Khaled Mohamed Abdel 
Raouf 

Freelance reporter- Al 
Jazeera 

 
 

 
He was sentenced to 7 years over Al 

Jazeera case known as “Marriott” 

49 Ayman Saqr AlMesryoon 
On remand since the 28th of 

November, 2014, pending the case 
no. 10369/2014 

50 Mohamed Ali Hassan Misr Alaan TV 
On remand since the 12th of 

December pending the case no. 
24464/2014 (Al-Agouza 

Misdemeanors) over spreading false 
news that may disturb the public 
security and misuse the Internet 

51 Wael Al-Hedaini 
 

Freelance Journalist 
On remand since the 12th of 



74 
 

December, 2014 
52  

Emad Abu Zaid 
Al-Ahram reporter in 

beni Suaif Imprisoned for 3 years, after 
returning a verdict in September 
2014, over charges of publishing 

false news and inciting to storm and 
fire the state institutions 

  
53  

Mustafa Abdel Hamid 
Bedair 

Misr 25 
On remand since the 22nd of 

November, 2014 over protesting 
without license charge 

  
54 Mohamed Mamoun Abu 

Shusha 
 

Ahrar 25 reporter He was arrested on the 11th June, 
2014,    and sentenced to 3 years on 

the 22nd of November, 2014 
55 Sherif Abdel Hamid 

Heshmat 
 

Ikhwan Online 
 On remand since the 17th of August, 

2013 

 
56 Hesham Shushan Amgad TV reporter 

On remand since the 12th of October, 
2014, over a charge pf joining the 

MB Group 
57  

Ahmed Al-Menshawi 
 

Gazette On remand since the 28th of 
November, 2014, although the court 
has acquitted him over the case no. 

20705/2014 (Qaluyib misdemeanors) 
58 

Hassan Al-Kabany Founder of Journalists 
For Reform' (JFR) 

movement 

On remand over the case no. 
718/2015 (High State Security) since 

the 22nd of January, 2015 
59 

Saeed Abu Haj Sinai Independent 
Media Center reporter 

On remand since the 4th of 
November, 2013 

60 
Alya'a Nasr Al-Din 

Awad 

Rassd News Network 
Reporter On remand since the 3rd of 

September, 2014 over shooting 
“Helwan militants” video 

61 
Ibrahim Talha 

Freelance Journalist 
He is in jail since October 2013, as 
Al-Mansoura Misdemeanors Court 
sentenced him to 2 years in prison 
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over disturbing the public peace and 
belonging to the MB Group and 
shooting for Al Jazeera Channel 

charges 
62 

Moheye Kassem 
Mohamed Abdel 

Gawad 

Freelance Journalist 
On remand since the 6th of October, 

2013 

 
63 

Rasha Al-Sayyed 
Jafer 

Al Jazeera Channel 
reporter in Port Said 

On remand since the 29th of May, 
2014 over the charge of cooperating  
with Al Jazeera channel, shooting, 

and spreading false news and rumors 
about Egypt and its nation. 
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Annex: 2 

Prisoner of conscience: Omar Hazek 

 

Omar Hazek is an Alexandrian poet and writer who has worked at Bibliotheca 
Alexandrina. He is the author many literary works, the latest one is "The First City 
Novelist," a novel which he completed its writing while he was in prison and it was 
published in 2014, and he was unable to attend the launching ceremony, and the same 
happened with his first novel "I Do Not Love This City" which was published while 
he was behind bars. Moreover, he celebrated its accomplishment by sending a letter 
to the newspapers from his cell in September 2014  entitled "Life is Beautiful, My 
Friends" to demonstrate his ability to remain free despite of being behind bars. 
Furthermore, he also published a collection of poems such as, "Skies of Freedom" 
and "Sweet As You Are" which won the 2005 Dr. Bashrahil Award for Youth 
Creativity in Egypt. Hazek also won first prize in Poetry at the “Love, Justice, and 
Peace in the World” festival in Italy.  

Omar Hazek was arrested on 2 December, 2013, along with some other activists 
because of his participation in a peaceful protest when the judiciary started reviewing 
the trial of the killers of Khaled Said, the torture victim. 

During the protest, Hazek was shocked to see a police officer beating up two of the 
demonstrators violently and arresting them, as soon as Omar headed for the officer to 
ask him What is the crime they have committed to attack them?, the officer 
imprisoned him as well. Hence, they were brought to trial according to the 
unconstitutional anti-protest Law, and they were also charged with protesting without 
permission, damaging public and private property, assault on security force, and 
resistance to authorities. 
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On Thursday 2 January 2014 and after a month of his detention, Hazek and six other 
activists were sentenced by Al-Mansheya Misdemeanor Court to two years' 
imprisonment with labor and implementation and a 50,000 EGP fine each, the Court 
of Appeal upheld the judgment.  

On the other hand, the director of Bibliotheca Alexandrina "Ismail Serag el-Din" 
who is accused in financial fraud cases, got his justification to take his revenge on 
poet Omar Hazek, who was one of the first employees at the Library who stood in 
the face of corruption. In addition, Hazek wrote some articles to criticise the 
financial and administrative corruption at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, revealing the 
relationship between Ismail Serag el-Din and the dissolved National Democratic 
Party, and his associate role with "Suzanne Mubarak" the wife of the deposed 
president "Hosni Mubarak". Therefore, Serageldin issued a non-statutory decision in 
April 2014 to dismiss Omar Hazek for the second time after the court has rejected his 
first decision in 2011, misinterpreting the text of article 44 of the statue of 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina which gives the administration the right to fire employees 
convicted of crimes against honor, which is not the case with Omar who has been 
convicted of a political crime "protesting". 

Unlike the case of Hazek who has been convicted within a month of his arrest, Ismail 
Serageldin, who is on trial since three years ago on charges of squandering public 
funds  estimated at 20,000,000 EGP from the Bibliotheca Alexandrina funds, remains 
at large, as the judiciary reviewed about 20 court hearings against him without 
issuing any sentences in this case. And instead of punishing Serageldin for 
humiliating Omar and dismissing him from the library, he still serves as the director 
of Bibliotheca Alexandrina, besides, he was rewarded in mid-November 2014 when 
Prime Minister “Ibrahim Mahlab” appointed him as his advisor for cultural, science, 
and museum affairs despite he is still legally on trial on charges of committing 
financial irregularities. 
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