
 

 

 
His Excellency Selçuk Ünal 
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to Canada 
197 Wurtemburg Street 
Ottawa, ON, K1N8L9 

January 19, 2015 

Dear Ambassador, 

I am writing on behalf of Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE), a non-profit, non-governmental 
organization that works to promote and protect press freedom and freedom of expression around the 
world. 

We would like to thank Your Excellency for your prompt reply on December 23, 2014 to our December 
19 letter of concern about the recent crackdown on opposition media outlets in Turkey. 

Your Excellency has informed CJFE that all except one of at least two dozen people arrested during the 
December 14, 2014 raid by Turkish police on opposition media outlets are not being held in pre-trial 
detention, and that the right to a fair trial will be respected and protected during the judicial process. 
CJFE is pleased to hear this, but we remain deeply concerned about the meritless anti-state charges that 
have been leveled against these journalists, in what appears to be retribution for their critical reporting 
on Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.  

Charging journalists with anti-state offences is a common practice in Turkey; of the seven journalists 
currently imprisoned in Turkey, six of them have been convicted of these charges. The use of these 
baseless charges is just one way that the Turkish media is being intimidated and silenced. Nearly 70 
journalists are currently being prosecuted for reporting on the corruption investigation involving former 
Prime Minister Erdoğan’s cabinet as a result of a ban on media coverage of the hearings that was 
imposed by an Ankara court on November 25, 2014. This appears designed to prevent journalists from 
reporting on the corruption investigation, and to punish those who choose to ignore the ban to report 
on an issue of public interest.  

We agree wholeheartedly with Your Excellency’s belief that freedom of the media is a sine qua non for a 
democratic society. However, concrete steps need to be taken to ensure the fundamental principles of 
free expression and press freedom are upheld in Turkey.  

While Your Excellency states that the judiciary is independent in Turkey, the ban on media coverage of 
the corruption investigation and the Turkish police’s ongoing raids targeting opposition media outlets 
appear to be politically motivated. The raids we condemned in our previous letter were not an isolated 
incident. On January 14, 2015, Turkish police raided the printing press of newspaper Cumhuriyet to 
prevent the daily from republishing images of the prophet Mohammed that appear in the first issue of 
Charlie Hebdo following the January 7 massacre.  

 

http://cjfe.org/resources/protest_letters/condemning-recent-crackdown-opposition-media-outlets-turkey
http://ca.reuters.com/article/topNews/idCAKBN0JS04V20141214?sp=true
https://www.cpj.org/imprisoned/2014.php
https://www.cpj.org/imprisoned/2014.php
http://en.rsf.org/turkey-ban-on-coverage-of-corruption-27-11-2014,47288.html
http://en.rsf.org/turkey-ban-on-coverage-of-corruption-27-11-2014,47288.html
http://www.freemedia.at/newssview/article/police-raid-turkish-printing-press-over-mohammed-cartoon-fears.html


 

 

 

President Erdoğan has repeatedly shown his contempt for satirical cartoonists in the past, taking them 
to court on several occasions. However, this most recent incident of harassment is particularly 
distressing when considering that only three days before the raid on Cumhuriyet, Turkish Prime Minister 
Ahmet Davutoğlu attended the Unity March in Paris in support of the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo.  

Once again, we would like to thank Your Excellency for responding to our previous letter and engaging in 
a dialogue on these issues. CJFE continues to call on the Turkish authorities to drop all charges against 
the individuals detained on December 14, 2014 and further calls on the Turkish government to allow all 
media personnel to operate freely in the country without fear of unfounded persecution.  

We thank you for your attention and I look forward to your reply. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Arnold Amber, CJFE President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://time.com/3664575/turkey-paris-syria-march-charlie-hebdo/
http://www.dailysabah.com/politics/2015/01/11/pm-davutoglu-heads-to-paris-for-unity-rally
http://www.dailysabah.com/politics/2015/01/11/pm-davutoglu-heads-to-paris-for-unity-rally


 

 

 
Cc: Mr. John Holmes, Ambassador of Canada to Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan 
The Honourable John Baird, Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs  


