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CONTEXT  

OVERV IEW

Throughout Palestine, there are over 177,000

confirmed cases of covid-19 across Gaza and the West

Bank. The covid-19 pandemic has significantly affected

the healthcare sector in Palestine placing additional

strain on an overburdened and ill-equipped health

care system. 

According to the most recent situational update on

the covid-19 pandemic in Palestine, there are nearly

9,000 active covid-19 cases with nearly 2,000 deaths.

Confirmed cases of covid-19 in Gaza accounts for 50

percent of all active cases in Palestine where cases

linked to community transmission are reportedly

higher. This is in part attributed to high population

densities across Gaza, in addition to high poverty and

unemployment rates.



COVID-19  CASES  IN  OPT

COVID-19  CASES  OVER  TIME

Active Cases

Quarantine Centre

Crossing Points

Closed Crossing Points

177,426

166,441
RECOVERED

177,426 CONFIRMED
CASES

8,994 ACTIVE
CASES

166,441 RECOVERED

1,990 DEATHS

*Data retrieved from the COVID-19 Emergency Situation Report No.27: United Nations Office for

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 14-28 January 2021.



CURRENT

CHALLENGES

In healthcare facilities across Palestine, critical gaps

remain in essential medical equipment and supplies

including an urgent need for laboratory testing,

infection prevention, and control and case

management equipment including ICU hospital and

patient beds, patient monitors, ventilators, and oxygen

concentrators. In Palestine, and particularly in the Gaza

Strip, health care institutions are generally composed

of public and private facilities, as well as healthcare

providers supported through charitable organizations. 

Apart from private healthcare institutions where

approximately one to two thousand patients are treated

per month, public and charitable healthcare institutions

face monthly patient numbers between 8,000 to

upwards of 20,000. These institutions face significant

challenges with regards to a lack of critical funding to

support high influxes of patients.



IMPACT

Hayfa Medical Hospital: Located in Eastern Gaza Strip in the Al
Toffah region serving more than 8,000 patients per month. This
hospital now has a complete ICU including 2 ventilators, 2
defibrillators, and 2 monitoring screens. This is the only ICU located
in the eastern area of the Gaza Strip. 
European Gaza Hospital: Located in Rafah and Khan Younis. This
hospital is specifically treating COVID-19 patients. This hospital
received one ventilator and one monitoring screen. 
Al Ahli Hospital: Located in the West Bank serving thousands of
patients across the region. This hospital received one ventilator.
Yaffa Medical Hospital: Located in Central Palestine. This hospital
received one defibrillator.

With the onset of the Coronavirus in Gaza and the West Bank, the IDRF and

two Canadian partners recognized the need to provide additional

equipment to help Palestinian health facilities cope.  In the late spring of

2020, the CJPME Foundation and the Canadian Palestinian Organizations

Coalition worked intensively together to raise money from concerned

Canadians across the country.  The IDRF, for its part, worked closely with

partners on the ground to assess the needs, and to design and implement

a relief project.  Ultimately, the CJPME Foundation and the Canadian

Palestinian Organizations Coalition were able to gift $165,000 to the IDRF

project, funds that supported a total of 4 hospitals across Gaza and the

West Bank as follows:





Naser Nizam Al Masharawi is a health practitioner at

Hayfa Medical Hospital who deals with hundreds of

patients daily, many of which require urgent medical

care. Naser has witnessed the hardships of seeing

patients pass away due to shortages in medical

equipment, and he and his team are working tirelessly

to provide medical aid to those residing across the

eastern part of the Gaza Strip. With COVID-19 cases

rising throughout the region, hospitals are at capacity

and are struggling to treat the rising number of

patients. The medical equipment provided through this

project has provided Hayfa Medical Hospital with a fully

functioning ICU able to provide urgent, life-saving

medical aid to those most in need.

"Thank you for supporting the
health sector in eastern Gaza."
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