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	Mr. Dan Fortin

IBM Canada headquarters 

3600 Steeles Avenue

Markham, ON L3R 9Z7
	


Dear Mr. Fortin,
I am writing to inform you that I will be boycotting IBM products and services due to the corporation’s continued investment in Israeli academic, technical and military enterprises.  I urge your company to divest from Israel, which has been enforcing the military occupation of Palestinian territory since 1967. I urge this action on your part, because it is the appropriate legal and ethical position for your company. 

The fundamentals of the situation in Israel-Palestine are simple.  The UN Partition Plan of 1947 dictated that two states be created in Palestine: an Israeli one, and a Palestinian one.  In 1948, the Israeli state was created, but the Palestinian one was not.  In 1967, Israel took control of all the land that was to become a Palestinian state (including East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip), and continues to effectively control these territories, denying Palestinians their right to self-determination, as well as dozens of civil, human and humanitarian rights.  This occupation is recognized as a hostile military occupation – as reflected by the unanimous vote of the Signatories to the Fourth Geneva Convention of Dec. 5, 2001. 

As a corporation which prides itself on its integrity and ethical standards for business operations, IBM’s involvement with Israel places it in a position that is neither ethically nor legally tenable.  It is especially IBM’s long-time involvement with Israel’s military-industrial complex which is most troubling to observers.  Aware that the state of Israel has violated and continues to violate international law, IBM is legally responsible according to the UN Human Rights Norms for Businesses; aware of the overwhelming international consensus that the rights of Palestinians are being violated, IBM must respond ethically to the boycott call by Palestinian civil society.

Should you have questions about the justification for my boycott action, please visit the Website www.cjpme.org/consumerboycott.htm for more information.  I look forward to your written response, informing me that you have indeed decided to no longer source merchandise from Israel.  At that point, I will be happy to again patronize your establishment.

Sincerely,
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